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NEW SOUTH 
, WALES. 



PAPERS 



RELATIVE TO 

EMIGRATION TO THE BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 



From the Governor of New South Wales. 



(No. 195.) No. 1. No.i. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. Answered July 7, 

1848, page 92. 

Government House, Sydney, September 29, 1847. 

My Lord, ( Received March 16, 1848.) 

I have the honour to forward to your Lordship the copy of an address Sept. 21, 1847. 
which has been presented to me by the Legislative Council, enclosing a copy printed Report, 
of the Report of a Select Committee appointed to consider and report upon the Sept. 14, 1847. 
present demand for labour in the colony, and the best means of obtaining a 
supply of the same, together with certain resolutions requesting me to urge 
upon Her Majesty’s Government the renewal of immigration from the mother 
country. 

Having in my Despatch, No. 19 of the 30th January last, brought' this subject 
fully before your Lordship, I can only now add that the experience which I sJSw,’ vide pliers’ 
have since gained in this colony has convinced me that a supply of labour is ^ v ^^ ation 
indispensably necessary for its prosperity ; and I beg therefore to urge strongly Colonies, Sessional 
upon Her Majesty’s Government a renewal of imm igration to the extent 
recommended in my Despatch above quoted. Part n., page 15. 

1 have, &C. mons, No. 50, 1847- 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C, A. FITZROY. 1848, page 15 . 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure l in No. 1. Enel. 1 in No. 1 . 

To his Excellency Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, Knight Companion of the 
Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Captain-General and Governor-in-Cbief of 
the Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of 
the same, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency : 

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the members of the Legislative 
Council of New South Wales, in Council assembled, beg respectfully to transmit to your 
Excellency a copy of the following resolutions passed by the Council this day, together with a 
copy of the report, and of the evidence annexed to the report, from the Select Committee 
appointed on the 18th May last, e ‘ to consider and report upon the present demand for labour 
in the colony, and the best means of obtaining an adequate supply of the same,’ and to 
request that your Excellency will be pleased to forward them to the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. 

(Signed) Charles Nicholson, Speaker. 

Legislative Council Chamber, Sydney, 

September 21, 1847. 

( See Printed Copy of Resolutions appended.) 
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NEW SOUTH 
WALES. ' 



1847. — New South Wales. 

( Immigration .) 

Resolutions passed by the Legislative Council on the 21st September, 1847. 

(1.) That there is at the present moment the most urgent demand for labour in the 
colony of New South Wales ; that this demand is daily increasing, and is more pressing than 
has been experienced at any former period; and that unless a due supply of immigrants be 
speedily obtained, the ruin of many employers of labour must inevitably ensue, and the general 
welfare of all classes of the colonists be seriously impaired. 

(2.) That whilst this pressing demand exists for a due supply of labour, fc?r carrying on 
those industrial pursuits, upon the exercise of which the staple export of the colony depends, 
there is also an unlimited field for the employment of additional labour in various other 
channels, which cannot now be made available from a deficiency of labour. 

(3.) That so great is the distress experienced from this want of labour, that the colonists 
have/ in some instances, been induced to have recourse to the importation of Coolies from 
India, and savage natives from the Polynesian Islands ; and that, in the absence of any direct 
immigration from Europe, India, China, and the Islands of the Pacific, appear to be the only 
sources to which the colony can resort for a supply of labour. _ 

(4.) That this Council cannot regard the prospect of an immigration of this character, 
without feelings of the deepest regret and alarm, arising from the apprehension that it would 
expose the cofony to all the evils of a mixed and coloured population, and lead to the pre- 
occupation of the territory by a semi-barbarous or savage race, to the prejudice of immigrants 
from the United Kingdom, and to the injury of the purely British character which it is so 
desirable the colony should continue to maintain. ' 

(5.) That New South Wales, with a population of 200,000 souls, contains 8, 000,000 of 
sheep, being equal to one-fifth of the whole number of the sheep contained in Great Britain; 
and 1,400,000 head of horned cattle, being equal to one-third of the whole number of cattle 
contained in Great Britain. It is obvious, therefore, that no possible amount of population, to 
be obtained by means of immigration, can equal the supply of animal food which the colony 
is capable of affording, whilst the boundless extent of fertile lands which the colony contains 
is capable of yielding the necessary supplies of grain for the support of many millions of 
human beings. 

(6.) That the colony presents the means of immediate employment and advantageous set- 
tlement, during the ensuing twelve months, for 20,000 souls, including women and children, 
to be distributed at the various ports of Portland Bay, Melbourne, and Geelong, Twofold Bay, 
Jervis Bay, Sydney, Newcastle, and Moreton Bay. 

(7.) That the territorial revenue of the colony affords ample security for a much larger 
sum than is necessary to be expended in the introduction of the above number of immigrants. 

(8.) That it is desirable that a loan of one million sterling for immigration purposes be 
raised in England, secured on the territorial revenues of the colony, and guaranteed by the 
Imperial Parliament, (in accordance with the precedent established in the case of Canada) ; 
but that, failing to obtain such a Parliamentary guarantee, this Council approves of the plan of 
the Colonial Government for the issue of debentures, to be secured upon the territorial 
revenues, in payment for immigration. 

(9.) That in recording its grateful sense of the consideration which induced his Excellency 
Sir C. FitzRoy, at the commencement of the present year, to recommend to Her Majesty’s 
Government the immediate introduction of 5,000 statute adults into the colony, this Council 
desires to express its cordial concurrence in the declaration of .the Governor, “ that a regular 
and copious supply of labour, carefully adjusted to the demand, is necessary not only to 
promote, but to maintain in a satisfactory state, the chief objects of colonial industry.” And 
the Council, therefore, respectfully and earnestly urges upon his Excellency, the expediency of 
immediately renewing his application to Her Majesty’s Government, for a further^ supply of 
immigrants to the extent above specified; and of recommending to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, the justice of the parishes at home paying a portion of the expense of introducing such 
immigrants. 

(10.) That an address be presented to his Excellency the Governor, transmitting a copy of 
the foregoing resolutions, together with a copy of the report and of the evidence annexed to 
the report from the Select Committee appointed on the 18th May last, “ to consider and 
report upon the present demand for labour in the colony, and the best means of obtaining an 
adequate supply of the same,” with a request that his Excellency will be pleased to forward 
them to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for the information of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 



Enel / 2 in No. 1 . Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 

Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council. 

Votes, No. 7, Tuesday, May 18, 184*7. 

10. Immigration Committee Mr. Cowper moved, pursuant to notice, That a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of seven members, be appointed to consider and report upon the present demand for 
labour in the colony, and the best means of obtaining an adeqate supply of the same. 

Debate ensued. 
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Moved as an amendment by Mr. Poster, That the following words be added to the question ; 
“ That it be an instruction to the Committee to inquire ; 1st. — Whether it would be desirable 
that Asiatic or South Sea Island labour should be imported into this colony.” 

“ And, if it should be considered desirable; 2nd. — Whether it would be expedient that a tax 
should be imposed on all employers of labour to raise funds for that purpose, and what would be 
the best means of effecting that object.” 

Debate continued. 

Question put on the amendment ; Council divided : — 

Ayes 1. 

Mr. Robinson, 1 Mr. Wentworth, 

Mr. Lamb,’ | Mr. Dangar, 

Mr. Foster, (Teller.) 



Captain Dumaresq, 
Mr. M‘Leay, 



Mr. Lowe, 

The Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. Parker, 

Mr. Faithfull, 

Captain O’Connell, 

Mr. Suttor, 



Noes, 18. 

Mr. Bowman, 

The Colonial Treasurer, 
Mr. Brewster, 

Mr. Wild, 

Mr. Windeyer, 

Mr. Macarthur, 



Mr. Icely, 

The Attorney-General, 
Mr. Murray, 

The Auditor- General, 
Mr. Grant, 

Mr. Cowper, (Teller.) 



Original question put and passed; and the following Committee appointed accordingly. 

Mr. Cowper, 

Mr. Macarthur, | Mr. Icely, 1 Mr. Murray, 

The Colonial Secretary, | The Auditor-General, | Mr. Windeyer. 



NEW SOUTH 
L WALES. 



Votes, No. 31, Wednesday, July 14, 1841. 

4. Immigration and Coin Returns The Colonial Secretary laid upon the table the Returns to the 
Address on this subject, adopted on motion of Mr. Cowper, on the 13th May. 

Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Immigration Committee. 



Votes, No. 12, Tuesday , September 14, 1841. 

3. Report from Immigration Committee : — Mr. Cowper, as chairman, brought up the Report, and 
laid upon the table the evidence taken before the Select Committee, appointed on the 18th May 
last, to consider and report upon the present demand for labour in the colony, and the best means 
of obtaining an adequate supply of the same. 



Ordered to be printed. 

List of 


Witnesses Examined. 




A. P. Mollison, Esq 


Page 1 
1° 


R. V. Dulbunty, Esq 


Page 

51 


Edward Willis, Esq 


14 1 


A. Campbell, Esq 


53 


The Honourable E. Deas Thomson 


16 


J. Gilchrist, Esq 


56 




21 


Captain Charles Lewis Van Zuilecom . 


51 


J. Macarthur, Esq 


44 







1847. — 'New South Wales. 



Report from the Select Committee on Immigration. 

The Select Committee of the Legislative Council, appointed on the 18th May, 
1847, to consider and report upon the present demand for labour in the Colony, 
and the best means of obtaining an adequate supply of the same, have duly con- 
sidered the matter referred to them, and have agreed to the following Report. 

It may be urged as a reason against the necessity of any formal Report on Immigra- 
tion, that the subject has been already frequently, and even recently, investigated, and that the 
facts proposed to be embraced in the inquiry referred to your Committee are as well known, as 
the means for remedying the evils under which the colony is suffering are obvious. The pro- 
position would appear to be undeniable, that upon a duly regulated and continued influx or 
population, by means of immigration, the prosperity of the colony depends, and it must be 
unnecessary to enter into any lengthened exposition of the reasons upon which that statement 
is founded. Nor is the question of immigration to be regarded m the mere economic point ot 
view of an occasional or periodical supply of a particular species of labour, even though that 
labour be connected with the production of the most important staple of the colony. I o cir- 
cumscribe the consideration of the subject within such bounds would be unjust. I he great 
and permanent interests of all classes in the colony, and its social and political advancement, 
are intimately and indisputably connected with the great end of peopling the coun ry. i st, 
therefore, your Committee deemed it a necessary part of their duty to collect evidence as to 
the supply of the particular species of labour connected with pastoral and agricultural pur- 
suits, they would nevertheless desire that the question should be dealt with in its more e en 
and comprehensive relations. The general advancement, and the political importance o a 
colonial dependency, bear a direct ratio to the amount of its population, and whilst sue , 
would appear to admit of scarcely any exception in the history of colonies genera y, i » 
peculiar degree applicable to New South Wales. All thd objects of profitable industry 
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amongst us are in excess of the means for their employment; This is a condition which, per- 
haps, °no probable amount of immigration can ever sufficiently meet. It is one, however which 
oucrht to supply an argument cogent and unanswerable in favour of renewed efforts towards 
effecting some sort of equilibrium between the supply of and demand for labour. 

Your Committee acknowledge that they enter upon the consideration of the subject referred 
to them with feelings allied to despair. A knowledge of the reception which simdar inquiries 
to those which they have undertaken have met with at the hands of the pome Government, 
induces an apprehension that a similar fate awaits whatever representations they may otter on 
the same subject. Year after year has the. colony, through the agency of its constitutional 
representatives, either in this or the former Council,. urged upon the Imperial Qov ernment t he 
vital necessity of immigration, and pointed out the means by which it might be eftected m a 
wav calculated to promote the material interests of the- colony and mother country. These 
representations have been either disregarded, or a system of legislation has been adopted by the 
Imperial Parliament, by which all the sources for carrying on, hitherto, any extended system 
have been either averted or cut off. The Land Fund, the source from whence any amount 
of expenditure incurred in immigration might have been defrayed, has been anmhilated, m con- 
sequence of the determination to carry out the system of Mr. E. G. Wakefield. _ The remon- 
strances of the coloiiy against this ruinous system' have been unheeded or misunderstood. 

A crain when the Council proposed, as the only remaining alternative, the raising of a loan, and 
u,°ged the example of Canada and other colonies to which loans had been guaranteed by the 
British • Parliament, their solicitations were met by unhesitating, refusal. . Your Committee, 
therefore, candidly admit that, amidst such disheartening recollections, they have entered upon 
the task assigned to them without any sanguine anticipations that their labours are- likeLy to 
be productive of any very successful result. ’ ' ' . , 

Without wishing to excite needless alarm, your Committee are satisfied, as a general 
impression from the inquiry in which they have been engaged, that, at no period since the 
foundation of the colony, has there been so great, so urgent, and so pressing a demand for 
labour as at the present moment— of that species of labour with which the most important 
interests of the colony are involved, namely, of shepherds and farm servants. This want is 
daily increasing ; and, in the absence of any fresh accession of labourers by means of immi- 
gration, no alternative is presented to the proprietor of stock but the partial or entire aban- 
donment of it. In many parts of the colony, the expenses of labour are so immoderate as to 
exceed all profits derivable from its application, and establishments in the interior are earned 
on in some instances at a positive loss to the owner, a state of things which is only perpetuated 
from the lingering hope that some change mav be effected by the introduction of a fresh supply 
of immigrants. This hope has been further encouraged by the circumstance, that upon the 
representations of' a number of influential persons — employers of labour, as well as other 
colonists, his Excellency Sir C. FitzRoy, in a Despatch addressed to the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in February last, recommended the immediate introduc- 
tion into the colony of 5000 statute adults, the cost of whose passage it was proposed should 
be defrayed by debentures secured upon the Land Fund. For the anxiety evinced by the 
Governor on this occasion for the welfare of the colony, and for the readiness with which he 
acceded to the request conveyed to him, your Committee feel that his Excellency is entitled to 
the acknowledgments of the colony. In their address. presented to Sir C. FitzRoy, in. reply 
to his opening speech on the 4th of May last, the Council have embodied the expression of their 
arateful sense of his Excellency’s considerate and well-timed step in this matter. Still such an 
amount of immigration as that recommended in his Excellency’s Despatch, above referred to, 
is deemed by your Committee as totally inadequate to the exigencies of the colony, and as 
calculated to to do' no more than relieve the existing pressure of the labour market. Immigra- 
tion to be productive of permanent benefit must be continuous. The evil complained of is 
cumulative, so that the actual deficiency of labour in January last will be found to be greatly 
augmented before the. expiration of the present year. Hence it has happened that many fioclc- 
masters, influenced, as your Committee believe, by a feeling of despair as to any chance of the 
renewal of immigration from the mother country (to such an extent, at all events, as is needed), 
have of late turned their attention to the proposal of introducing from India or China, or even 
from the neighbouring Polynesian islands, the inhabitants of those countries, and a partial 
immigration nas indeed been recently established from the island of Tanna. It may well 
become a matter for the consideration of the Government and people of England, whether it f 
can he regarded as accordant with the dictates of a sound national policy to sanction, or rather 
sustain, a°state of things by which the boundless regions of the Australian continent, capable 
of containing millions of our fellow-subjects, may thus be pre-occupied by a semi-barbarous or 
even savage race. For, however undesirable it may be, even as affecting the colonists them- 
selves, to engraft upon the population of the colony an alien and barbarous race, their, exigencies 
are such that, with ruin on the one hand, from the deficiency of labour, and all the evils arising 
from the importation of Polynesian barbarians on the other, the latter alternative will be, 
nevertheless, partially at least resorted to. The real blame that must arise from such a con- 
dition of things as that here adverted to, and the accomplishment of which may be regarded as 
probably of no very remote occurrence, must rest with the Home Government. The colonists 
and the Council must stand acquitted in the eyes of themselves, and of the world at large, of 
all responsibility for any such condition as that here referred to. Sensible, however, of the 
evil of having to depend upon a coloured population for the supply of labour, and anxious as 
they are that the inexhaustible resources of the colony should be made available for the support 
of the millions of their fellow-subjects now starving in the United Kingdom, the Committee 
would once more recommend your Honourable House to invite the attention of the Home 
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Government to the present condition of the colony, the means and appliances by which, its NEW SOUTH 
vital interests may be saved from ruin, and those of the mother country at the same time be WALE S, 
signally promoted. With this view the Committee propose to consider the subject under the 
following heads : — 

1st. The capabilities of the colony, nnd its general fitness as a field for the reception of 
European emigrants. 

2nd. The immediate demand, and means for the employment, of labour at remunerating 
rates of wages. 

3rd. A consideration of the sources from whence the cost of immigration from Europe to 
this colony may be defrayed. 

1st. Under the first head, it can scarcely be necessary to expatiate upon the great and 
unequalled capabilities of the colony for the advantageous settlement of an all but unlimited 
amount of population. With a range of coast stretching through 30 degrees of latitude, Eastern 
Australia presents a climate with all the intermediate grades between that of the tropics and 
the south of England — a climate unequalled perhaps for salubrity in the world. Its natural 
capabilities are as extended as its geographical limits. All the vegetable productions indi- 
genous to the tropics may be raised with facility in' its northern division, and those of Southern 
Europe in exuberance in its central and southern portions. In the settled parts of the colony, 
the congenial character of its climate and soil have been strikingly exemplified in the enormous 
multiplication of its flocks and herds. With a population not exceeding 200,000 souls, the 
colony already contains a number of sheep equal to one-fourth, and of cattle a proportion equal 
to one-seventh, of the whole number contained in France. The whole of the Port Phillip 
country, and various districts in the older and settled parts of the colony, as well as in its 
northern divisions, and in the country recently discovered by Leichhardt and Mitchell, are 
capable of yielding sustenance to millions of human beings. Unlike the dense and impervious 
forests of Canada, or the western settlements of the United States, the richest and finest land in 
Australia consists of open and undulating plains, which are capable of at once receiving the 
plough. Mineral treasures, which promise to be of considerable value, have been recently dis- 
covered in various districts, particularly at Wellington Valley and Yass. The riches which 
they contain cannot be realized from the one great social and all-pervading want — that of 
labour. 

2nd. On the immediate demand for labour, and means for its employment, the Committee 
have been furnished with some valuable statistical data, exhibiting the progressive advance 
of wages for the last six months, together with the present rates, by Mr. Merewether, the Appendix to Mr. 
Immigration Agent. In the testimony of the several witnesses they examined as to the present evl_ 

demand for labour, more especially that of shepherds, there is an uniform concurrence. Mr. ^ Mollison’s evi- 
Mollison says, "that servants of every description are needed; shepherds, agricultural ^ e nce, pp. 10 , 11 . 
labourers, country carpenters, and house servants that to obviate, as far as they could, the 
evil arising from this scarcity, the settlers at Port Phillip had entered into an association for the 
purpose of importing men from Van Diemen’s Land, that the description of labour thus had 
recourse to was found "most unsatisfactory,” and that, notwithstanding the introduction of 
these men, the difficulties “ were found to be increasing,” that he has known of instances where 
crops of wheat have been lost for want of labour to reap. Mr. Mollison considers that during 
the next year an importation of from 2500 to 3000 male adults will be indispensable for Port 
Phillip alone. Mr. Willis, an extensive proprietor of Geelong, says, “ that during the last year Mr. Willis’s evi- 
wages have advanced 25 per cent., and that the rise has been so great as to occasion him an dence > P* 
increased expenditure, under that head alone, of something near 1000Z., that the wages he 
pays vary from 24Z. to 32Z., with ample rations for single men, and from 32Z. to 45Z. for married s 

couples.” Mr. Merewether says, "that the statements made by the magistrates, in the Mr. Merewdher s 
statistical returns forwarded to his office, all show a great and increasing demand for additional ’ 

labourers,” and adds, “that an immigration of 20,000 souls during the next twelve months, 
would not. be too large.” A reference to the fourth column in Appendix B., of Mr. Mere- 
wether’s evidence, will afford the most ample proof (derived from every part of the colony) of 
the great and increasing demand for labour that prevails ; throughout the whole series of 
replies addressed to Mr. M., not a single exception exists as to the emphatic terms m 
which this scarcity is spoken of, and the evils resulting from it deprecated. Mr. Macarthur Mr. Macarthur’s 
says, « that the great and increasing want of shepherds has drawn away many men from evidence, p. 44. 
clearing land, fencing, ploughing, and other works of husbandry,” and that the effect of this 
withdrawal has been “that much land that might have been under wheat this year, has been 
thrown out of cultivation, or sown so late as to lessen the chances of a good crop ; he further 
observes, “that the deficiency of agricultural labour will be much more severely felt, three- 
months hence than it is al present, and that, unless a supply Of labour comes m from without, 
there will be a great want of working hands for all ordinary purposes, and that there is a great 
want of the class of domestic servants, both men and women, not only in the country districts, 
but in the town.” As to the number of immigrants that it may be desirable to import, Mr. 

Macartbur is of opinion, “ that during the next 18 months, were the immigrants to arrive con- 
tinuously, not less than 20,000 working hands might be introduced without lowering the rate 
of wages, so as to operate injuriously to the labourer. . , . . 

The advanced rate of remuneration for labour is not the only evil attending its deficient 
supply ; nearly all the witnesses concur m the statement, that the absence of eompetmon 
amongst the labourers is productive of restless and unthrifty habits ; “they are becoming less 
efficient, and less attentive to their dnties, because a servant of any description » knorre irpe Mr.Mollmnsen- 
. be discharged from hie place, even without a character, he can obtain other empioytn tram ence. p. 
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, Ji J Rr,A faiiH with his man, for fear he should leave him at a 
diately. A master now hardly dares find , h im lhat the employers cannot keep their 
short notice, and he (his master) be unable to them . P ^ they are entirely at 

servants in order; m fact, they are not l P f a sma il amount of immi- 

their mercy.” Speaking of {to 1 “T® . t L mS .tote of the labour market, the arrival 
gration, Mr. Merewether remaiks, that P , , i j. j n the servants throughout the 

of even one ship would be of no small hene , ; h h ; continued freedom from 

colony, the unsettled habits, and rntpahenee of to indolge.” The effect upon 

the competition of new comers has ™“urag , difficulty employers have in ob- 

tlie moral character of the l^^’^^^cthur^i^urious to the latterf as creating indifference 
tabling servants is regarded by Mr. M instanc J es> f rom the facility in obtaining large sums 
to the opinion of their masters, and, )' „ Th present system ot exorbitant 

of money, creating dissohiteand « compelling employers to pass over 

wages, Mr. Macarthur reg ards_ as disad g 01 .Dy^ ^ but w hich the masters 

acts of insubordination and ™ 1SC0 h difficulty of replacing their servants with others; 

reverse^ the sjvant Lomes the master, and the 

one which your Committee appioach w g ; mo0 J a tion of labour is undeniable. These 

have, however, been kept m abeyance, » S ^ ^ Imperial Legislature, tor a 

peculiar policy of the Home * ^tiovin, progressive, and uninterrupted. From 

series of years the growth of the co y f lands was upwards of a million, and 

1833 to 1840 the sum njtadb, Educed. Vnder this system the 
by the expenditure of this amou , » , . . , t vears> j n 1839, it, was the policy 

S2T55^lSS^^S^P2Sd^Sja. Themeazure — to maybe 
said to have obstructed the prosperity of the beta*, by the fiat. of the 

t at whi t !t 

depreciation in the value of all property, referring mainly, if not entirely, to the causes above 
enumerated, viz., the raising the minimum upset price of land, and the consequent annihilation 

“^^thfSortrf the Select Committee appointed in 1843, to inquire into and report upon 
the upset prme of land, in the Land Grievance Report, laid upon the table of the Council on 
the 20th August, 1844, in the Immigration Reports of 1843 and 1845, and in the resolutions 
and petitions^ the Council, founded upon these several Reports, the most urgent protests have 
beenmada against the continuance of that policy on the part of Her Majesty s Government, 
which, it was uelieved, had been productive of such disastrous results. If any exception is to 
be found, at the present moment, in tile all but universal concurrence of opinions as to the im- 
policy of the high upset price, such an exception will be found with those who now occupy the 
waste lands under license from the Crown. That occupation must remain or over unin- 
terrupted, so long as the minimum upset price et present fixed for the fee-simplo of the lands 

is r' es t e " e r ^ olutioIls ad()plea by the Coum a j n 1845, the Home Government wore urged to 
sanction, for purposes of emigration, a loan, the interest on which, it was propped, should be 
secured on the Land Fund. It was thought that such a proposal might have been favorably 
regarded by the Colonial Office, as the principle avowed by the abettors of the system ot high 
price was, that the value imposed by the Legislature might be rendered attainable by bringing 
population to it. And there can be little doubt but that if the population ol an English county 
could be transferred to a district of equal area, and of similar capabilities, in Australia, the 
value of the land, in the latter locality, would present some approximation to that m the former. 
The transference of the population must, however, be antecedent to any increased valuo com- 
municated to the soil, and the only possible means by which Mr. E. G. Wakefield’s theory ol 
colonization could he exemplified, would be the locating, by means of a loan, a sufficient 
number of people on the land to which they emigrate, so as to communicate to it its anticipated 
value. If such a theory were worthy of confidence, or of sufficient weight to induce Her 
Majesty’s Government to alter the whole system which had hitherto prevailed in the colony. 
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and under the influence of which it had grown and prospered, it might have been expected NEW SOUTH 

that the proposal of a loan would have been favourably entertained. This expectation mio-ht WALE S. 

have been held, irrespective of any hope that the country had a right to be placed on an equal 

footing with Canada, for the use of which? a loan of million sterling had been guaranteed by 

the British Parliament. The proposition made by the Council lias,'however, received a distinct 

negative, the Home Government having at once declared its resolution to offer no such guarantee 

as that proposed. Had the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies taken a 

different view of the nature and object of the proposition made by this Council, any guarantee 

of a loan secured on the territorial revenue would have entailed no loss or even risk upon the 

Imperial Treasury. The revenues proposed as security for a loan were ample, and more than 

adequate for the payment of interest, as well as the eventual repayment of the principal. 

Since the change effected in the upset minimum price of land, the fund derivable from it has 
been that yielded by the licence fees. The debentures that have been hitherto issued, secured 
upon the territorial revenue, have been readily negociated, and in some instances at a con- 
siderable premium. 

• In proposing a revival of immigration, the Committee look to this as a means, the only one 
immediately available, for defraying the expense ; and the scheme proposed by the Colonial 
Government is one that meets with their entire approbation. The Colonial Secretary states. Evidence, p. 16 
“ that all the debentures with which the land revenue is encumbered will be paid off in the question 1. 
course of the present year,” and " that the territorial revenue available as a security for immi- 
gration, is not only fully ample; but sufficient as a security to meet the expenses of immigration 
to a very much larger extent than that which he proposes.” For a full exposition of the ■ 

Colonial Secretary’s views, and of the proposals of the local executive in this matter, the 
Committee have much satisfaction in referring to the evidence appended to the Report, ■ 
pages 18 and 19. 

The expediency of entailing upon the colony a debt for the purpose herein mentioned, may 
be questioned by some, and it may be urged that we have no right to burden posterity with a 
debt incurred for our immediate benefit. Your Committee' do not participate in such scruples ; 
on the contrary, they are impressed with the conviction that no more legitimate occasion can 
present itself for the incurring a public debt than that of immigration. And it might be shown, 
with much reason,-that it would be unjust to call upon the present inhabitants of the colony to 
defray the whole iiu«ijciw.a cost of immigration. Those who are henceforth to be introduced, 
whose condition, and that of their posterity, is to be ameliorated by . their transference to our 
shores, should bear a part of the expense which has been incurred in bringing them here. A 
public debt incurred under such circumstances, and for such objects as those above dwelt upon, 
is not to be deprecated. The debt can only exist conjointly with an augmented population ; 
the burden with the means and appliances for its liquidation. The sentiments of your Com- 
mittee upon this subject are well expressed by Mr. Charles Buller, in the following extract 
from his speech upon systematic colonization, delivered in' the House of Commons, in' April, 

1843 : — ,f A debt,” says Mr. Buller, “ contracted for such a purpose is not unproductive waste 
of capital, such as our National Debt ; nor is it to be likened to the debts of individuals con- 
tracted for the enjoyment of the moment. It is rather to be compared to those debts which 
wise landlords often deliberately contract for the purpose of giving an additional value to their 
estates, or to those loans by which half the enterprises of trade are undertaken, and which are 
to be regarded as resources of future wealth, not embarrassment.” 

It has been proposed as a substitution for the issuing of debentures, or as an alternative for 
their being found insufficient for the expense te be incurred, that a poll tax should be raised, 
to be levied on the employers of labour at a given rate.^per head for each domestic servant or 
labourer. Such a tax, it is conceived, would be fair ‘in its application, extending to the 
employers of labour in town as well as country, and would compensate those who contributed 
to it by speedily bringing about a reduced rate of wage's. Your Committee do not feel disposed 
to recommend the proposal, and for the following reasons : — 

1st. — The proposed tax is unnecessary. The issue of debentures, secured upon the terri- 
torial revenue, they are persuaded, is sufficiently ample for the purpose required, and consti- 
tuting, for the reasons before assigned, the most equitable mode of defraying the cost' of 
emigration. 

2nd. — The imposition of a capitation tax would be partial, and would be felt to be most bur- 
densome. Its immediate effect would be to increase the difficulties of the employer of labour, 
by calling upon him for an immediate and heavy contribution, whilst the advantages he is to 
derive from the tax are remote and indefinite. 

And, lastly, it may be questioned whether any amount raised in such a manner would be 
adequate to the purpose intended. The number of hired servants throughout the colony does 
not exceed 30,000 ; a tax, even at the rate of 1?. a-head, on this number would only provide a 
fund which, without a system of deferred payments, would be wholly inadequate to the exigen- 
cies of the labour market. 

The Committee can anticipate no difficulty in the way of any number of persons that the 
colony may require being found willing to emigrate from different . parts of the United 
Kingdom. The present state of frightful destitution in which some parts of the United 
Kingdom are placed from the failure of the potato crop would, it may be supposed, render the 
proposal to emigrate to a country replete to superfluity with all the necessaries of life, an object 
of inexpressible Solicitude. This feeling would not be confined merely to the emigrant who 
thus escapes famine and . hopeless misery, but would be shared by the whole community, whose 
sympathies are awakened by scenes of unparalleled distress, and whose means are exhausted in 
the payment of poor-rates and takes, for the ineffectual purpose of affording relief. And yet it. 
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nrny be averred that su great are the social difficulties that beset almost every species ot Mas 
trial pursuit in this cololy, from the want of sufficient hands, that it may be acknowledged to 
be an object of not less solicitude with us to reserve, than it is with our fellow subjects to get rid 
of that part of their redundant population, for whom nothing remains in their native land but 
the prospect of misery and hopeless starvation. In any matter, however, such as emigration, 
where Z benefit is of so reciprocal a character to the mother country as well as to the colony, 
the price at which it is procured- should be borne by both. For this reason the 
are elad to learn that a scheme has been suggested by the Immigration- Agent of the colony, 
for obtaining payment of a portion of the expenses from the parishes from whence the emigrants 
may be derived Any contribution thus obtained would render the funds applicable to the 
general purpose of emigration available for a proportionably greater number of individuals. 
s Your 'committee wish to conclude tlieir Report by reiterating their solemn conviction that 
the question of immigration is not one that is to be regarded as affecting the mere protective 

interests of the colony, or those of a particular class. It involves the considerahon of the all 

but immediate ruin of every employer of labour, and the ultimate aunihdation of those sources 
of profitable industry and enterprise upon the due exercise and development of which the pros- 
perity of the colony depends. The Australian colonies contribute one- third of the whole of the 
wool imported into Britain. Those who now produce that commodity must cease to do so 
when the wages of labour exceed all profits derivable from the pursuit m which they are 
enraged It tnav be alleged that the evil here deprecated may only amount to a mere change 
of ownership from the master to the servant, and that the ruin of the one will' be comcident 
with the improved condition of the other ; and that, in point of fact, such an exchange of the 
relative position oF master and servant is already exemplified to a considerable- extent. It earn 
require no- argument with your Honourable House, and it is hoped none with Her Majesty s 
Government, to show that such an inversion of all social relations as that here depicted must 
be fatal to the welfare of the community. Before, however, such a crisis arrives the real 
elements cf the present as well as future wealth of the country will, to a great extent be anni- 
hilated the cattle and sheep will be boiled down for their hides and tallow, and capital 
and skill will be permanently withdrawn from'a country where they have ceased to be 
profitable. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 

Sydney, September 11, 1847. 



Charles Cowper, Chairman. 



1847- — Immigration. 

Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select Committee on Immigration. 
Thursday, May. 27, 1847. 

Present : — 

Charles Cowper, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Auditor-General, 1 William PittIEaithfull, Esq. 

Thomas Icely, Esq., | 

Alexander F. Mollison, Esq., of Mount Macedon, Port Phillip, called in and examined. 

1. You are a proprietor of sheep and cattle, and superintend your own' concerns personally ? 

Yes. 

*2 How many years have you resided at Port- Philllip? — Ten. years. 

3. What is the state of the Port Phillip district at the present. moment in respect to tho 
supply of labour ? — We require more servants of every description, as shepherds, agricultural 
labourers, country carpenters, blacksmiths, and house servants. 

-4 Do you suffer more from the want of one description of .servants than ol another?: I 
should say it was more important to the district that we should receive a supply of. shepherds 
than of any other servants ; but I believe tot families residing in towns are greatly in wont of 
domestic servants. I know some families in Melbourne in which the ladies are doing their 
own domestic work. . 

5. The want of domestic servants, then, from your own knowledge, occasions very great 

discomfort to many families ? — Very great discomfort. . 

6. Will you state to the Committee generally by what the great scarcity of labour; in the 
district is indicated?— By the rise of wages, and perhaps more especially by the altered 
conduct of the servants themselves ; they are becoming less efficient and less attentive to their 
duties, because a servant of any description in Port Phillip now knows if he be discharged from- 
his place, even without a character, he can obtain other employment immediately. 1 consider 
the latter indication to be of almost greater importance than the rise of wages. 

■ 7. Have the settlers at Port Phillip taken any means themselves, as a temporary measure or 
otherwise, to provide themselves with labour?— The settlers have entered into a voluntary 
subscription, which in the Geelong- district is at the rate of 15s. or 20s. a-year for each servant 
employed, and in Melbourne 10s. for each servant. The fund so collected has been applied 
to the importation of labouring men from Van Diemen’s Land. At the same time they have 
received from the prisons of Pentonville and Parkhurst three ship loads of exiles ; and not- 
withstanding these importations, the scarcity of labourers .is still increasing. 
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8. Are you in a position to state to - the Committee whether many labourers have emigrated 
from Van Diemen’s Land at their own expense, in addition to those imported by the settlers? 

— A great many have arrived from Van Diemen’s Land at Port Phillip at their own expense, 
and I believe are still arriving. 

9. Are you likely to continue to receive a large supply of persons of this description from 
Van Diemen’s Land ? — We cannot receive many more after the present year, because (as I am 
told by a gentleman residing in Van Diemen’s Land) very shortly the wages there will be so 
nearly equal the rate in Port Phillip, that there will no longer be a sufficient inducement for 
the men -to emigrate to Port Phillip. 

10. What has been the behaviour of these men generally from Van Diemen’s Land, havafc 
they generally given satisfaction in their situations? — Ido not think they give satisfaction 
generally ; I have not hired many of them myself, but I can say if it had not been for the 
arrival of these men last shearing time, I should have had great difficulty in getting my sheep 
shorn. I hired ten from one vessel, and while they were with me they behaved very well, 
working under my immediate inspection, and that of my overseers. But I found the best and 
steadiest of these men very much disinclined to engage permanently as shepherds ; in fact they 
all refused. 

11. (By the Auditor-General.) What wages did you give them? — 10s. arweek for three 
months, and 12s. 6 d. a-week for shearing time, with ample rations. 

12. (By the Chairman.) Can you state, from your personal acquaintance with your neigh- 
bours, what opinion is generally held of these men; are they considered a desirable class of 
persons? — No, they are not considered a desirable class of persons on any account. 

13. Their importation is only resorted to as an expedient to provide against the temporary 
pressure upon the labour-market ? — Solely. 

14. What are the wages generally given for shepherds and farm labourers? — Two months 
ago, when I left Port Phillip, the lowest wages which I knew to be given near towns were 25b, 
and at distant stations 30b a-year, always with rations. 

15. Will you state what are the usual rations? — The ration usually given is 12 lbs. of 
mutton, 10 lbs. of flour, \ lb. of tea, and 2 lbs. of sugar weekly to each man ; semetimes more, 
but I believe never less. 

16. What number of sheep has a shepherd generally under his charge ? — With rare excep- 
tions, I may say from 1000 to 2000. 

1 7. Is it. your opinion that in most parts of the district that number of sheep can be well 
tended by one shepherd ? — If we had more shepherds, at a moderate rate of wages, it would 
be more profitable undoubtedly to reduce the flocks. There are instances where there are 
4000 and even 5000 sheep 'running in one flock. 

18. Is that entirely owing to the proprietor being unable to obtain persons -to fill the situation 
of shepherd ? — I have heard of one instance in which a proprietor proposed to himself to carry 
on his stations by 'shepherding his sheep in large flocks, but in every other case I believe 
necessity alone induces proprietors to' put so large a number of sheep together. 

19. As far as your own experience goes, is it not better to have the sheep in smaller flocks, 
both for the character of the sheep and the amount of wool they produce during the year ? 
Sheep are more healthy, more productive in wool and tallow, and consequently more profitable 
when they are kept in smaller flocks ; provided by doing so the total wages paid on the esta- 
blishment is not too greatly increased. 

20. Could you state, as a general estimate, what number of sheep the Port Phillip country 
will feed in a flock without injury to them ? — There are a great variety of sheep runs ; the 
variety is so great that I do not think I could arrive at a just conclusion. 

21. Do you make any wide distinction between the wages of a shepherd and of a watchman . 
— Very little ; when men are scarce, one of the greatest evils of the scarcity is, that you are 
almost compelled to give an indifferent man as much wages as you give the best. 

22. Do you not find that this has a most injurious effect upon the character of servants 
generally, by making them careless as to their behaviour ? — It does ; I would add also, that, 
when men are procurable at a moderate rate of wages, the employer is enabled to give his 
best men nearly as -much wages as we now complain of being obliged to give to the indifferent 

and inferior men, and thereby he encourages good behaviour in his men. . 

23. Do you think the wives of shepherds are useful generally in any capacity . Ever since 

the first importation of Highland families, I have been in the habit of employing several at 
these families in shepherding, and I have generally placed two families at one station, giving 
each a separate hut, the two men shepherding each their flock, and the two women shitting 
the folds daily ; the men watch the flocks on alternate weeks, and are mutually respcmsib e 
for both flocks by agreement. I have found that method of keeping sheep answer well, and 
that the losses have been smaller on those stations than on stations in which there were only 
single men employed. ,, 

24-'. Then you would prefer married men generally as shepherds ? — It does not answer well 
for all the shepherds on an establishment to be married, but I think that one-halt of them may 
profitably ;be married men. T n , 

25. (By the Auditor- General.) Do you employ -any boys as shepherds?— 1 am compelled 
to employ boys, but I do not find it profitable to do so, but very unprofitable. 

26. About what ages are they ?— Ten years, and upwards. 

27. (By the Chairman.) Can you form any estimate as to the extent ( 
shepherds or labourers generally "? what amount of labour do you think it 
to Port Phillip in the ensuing year, or for the next two or three years?— 1 
mation might be obtained 'by ascertaining the number that have -been imp 
months from Van Diemen's Land and England. 
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28. (j By the Auditor-General.) Do you’ consider that number inadequate? — Yes; I have 
no means of ascertaining the exact number so imported, but I believe they have been imported 
at the rate of 2500 a-year for the last 18 months or two years ; and inasmuch as these numbers 
are inadequate, the Committee can perhaps come to some conclusion as to what number might 
suffice. 

29. (By the Chairman.') By these 2500 you mean male adults, exclusive of women and 
children ? — Yes. 

30. You think that from 2500 to perhaps 3000 male adults might be safely imported 
during the ensuing year to the Port Phillip district, without any risk of bringing an over 
supply of labour into the market ? — I think so. 

31. ( By the Auditor- Generali) Do you not consider that there is a wide field for the 
employment of agricultural labourers, as well as of shepherds, at Port Phillip ? — There is an 
abundance of good land on which a very great number of families might be located, with profit 
to themselves and to the community generally. 

32. Are you of opinion that you would now be able to export your wheat to England? — I 
have no experience of agriculture at Port Phillip, except for the supply of my own stations. 

33. (By the Chairman .) Has any wheat been exported from Port Phillip to England that 
you are aware of ? — Some wheat has been exported to England, but wheat is still imported by 
Port Phillip from Van Diemen’s Land. 

34. Do you consider that that is chiefiy, if not entirely in consequence of not having a 
sufficient supply of agricultural labour to enable the people of that district to till their own 
land ? — Partly so, and partly to other causes. 

35. Have you not heard of instances where crops have been lost for want of labour ? — I 
have. 



36. Do you consider that 2500 male adults, with their families, would be a sufficient immi- 
gration for Port Philip during the ensuing year? — I would not recommend the introduction of 
so many as 2500 families in one year ; there are no barracks at present for their reception ; 
settlers in general prefer engaging single men, and families are longer in hiring themselves and 
in removing up the country. I would recommend that the greater number should be single 
men and single women. 

37. Do you think their disposal would be facilitated in any way by their not being all brought 
to the port of Melbourne, but by some being lauded at other ports, — at Portland Bay, for 
instance? — If suitable preparation were made by Government for their reception at Portland 
Bay, or at other out-ports, no doubt it would conduce to their speedy dispersion in the bush 
that some of them should be landed there. 

38. Do you not think that if the system were still carried out which was adopted with some 
of the latter bounty ships, namely, that the vessel should be bound to keep the immigrants on 
board for a few days, say 10 days, after their arrival in the port, that that would be quite 
sufficient time to enable the settlers to come down to hire them? — While the present demand 
continues that would be ample, and more than ample. At present a ship-load of immigrants, 
at any of the ports of Port Phillip, would be engaged in 24 hours after they were open for 
selection. Limiting the number of immigrants to what I have stated, and binding the ship to 
keep them a week or 10 days, I do not think there would be any necessity for barracks, or the 
slightest difficulty in disposing of the immigrants. 

39. (By the Auditor- General.) Do you think employers of labour can continue to afford to 
pay the rate of wages you have mentioned ? — I think we can afford to pay 20?. a-year, with 
full rations, in Port Phillip ; and that even at a somewhat higher rate we may make it profit- 
able, provided we could get a sufficient number of men at that higher rate ; but I consider the 
question of profit is determined as much by the conduct of our men as by any ordinary rise or 
fall in wages; because, at the present moment, although they are receiving wages somewhat 
greater than we can profitably afford to pay, still they are at. the same time, by their miscon- 
duct, causing us the greatest losses, which they do not do when they are hired at a lower rate 
of wages, when they cannot so easily find places if they are discharged. 

40. Is it customary with you at Port Phillip to charge the men for the sheep they lose 
without being able to give an account of them ? — I do not think the settlers are able to enforce 
that rule, even where they make it. 

41. What is the usual practice? — It is usual to make such a rule, as a restraint on the care- 
lessness of some of the men employed as shepherds. 

42. Supposing a man loses 50 or 100 sheep, do you think it is possible to charge him with 
the loss? — No. 

43. (By the Chairman.) Do you find that in the scarcity of labour you experience you are 
enabled to carry into effect the provisions of the Mastijrs’ and Servants’ Act, or are you obliged 
frequently to pass over delinquencies rather than to punish them? — We are daily exposed to 
the necessity of passing over misconduct. I would wish to make one general observation. In 
the part of the country in which I am settled, previous to the arrival of the first immigrant 
ships, I had great difficulties to contend with in the management of my stations. After "these 
ships began to arrive, and until last year, I have had no difficulties arising from the misconduct 
of any of my men; but about the middle of 1846 I began again to experience the old diffi- 
culties. 

44. (By the Auditor- General.) Are you of opinion that wages will continue to rise, if immi- 

gration is not revived? — Most certainly ; and that to an extent which will render sheep farming 
and agriculture unprofitable. 6 

45. Will you state to the Committee what, in your opinion, is the best mode of importing 
immigrants to this colony; would you advise that the Government should retain the whole 
management of their selection and importation, as at present, or would you prefer that it should 
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be left to private enterpvize, the Government only undertaking to pay a fixed bounty for the 

immigrants on their arrival in the colony? — If only one of these two schemes is to be adopted, ‘ 

I should certainly prefer that the Government should retain the whole management as at present ; A. F. Mollison, Esq. 

but I think it possible that both schemes might be profitably adopted, thus — Supposing the 

number of immigrants required in a given time, to be determined, then let the Government ^ay 27, 1847. 
undertake the importation of three-fourths or four-fifths of that number, leaving the importation 
of the remainder to the private enterprize of those employers who might wish to make their own 
selection of labourers at home, and on the arrival of whom the fixed bounty would be paid to 
the importer. To guard against the inconvenience which formerly arose in consequence of 
private persons who had obtained authority from Government to import immigrants, failing to 
do so, and thus rendering uncertain the number who might be expected in any given time, the 
Government might take a bond from applicants, binding them to import the whole number of 
immigrants applied for within a certain time. It might also be prudent to bind the applicants 
to name the ageuts by whom the immigrants were to be selected and shipped, in order to guard 
against the loss and injury which I believe was sustained formerly by the colony, when the 
bounty was in operation, and which arose from the letters of permission to import immigrants, 
falling into the hands of mere shipbrokers, whose profits in filling their ships as quickly as pos- 
sible was incompatible with a careful selection of the emigrants. 

46. Do you think that, in order to husband the funds of the colony applicable to immigra- 
tion, it would answer well if the Government were to pay only one-half of the cost of importa- 
tion? — I have no means of judging whether such a plan would answer well; I think that expe- 
rience alone could show whether it would answer. I am inclined to think that in any case the 
Government must pay the whole cost of importing the immigrants ; but I think that, the immi- 
grants ought to be made to repay a large portion of their passage money ; and I think it highly 
probable that many useful men would gladly emigrate from the distressed districts of the 
Highlands of Scotland and the North of Ireland, ou the condition that they should repay a 
portion of their passage money out of their wages. 

47. Do you think the circumstance of their being required to pay their passage would tend 
to discourage their coming out ? — It is obvious they would more readily come out if they were 
not. asked to repay their passage. 

48. Can you offer to the Committee any suggestion in reference to the best mode of the 

Government providing funds for the revival of immigration? — I think the Government ought to 
borrow money on debentures, and that a certain defined share of those debentures should be 
issued specially for the requirements of Port Phillip, and a certain other share for the Middle 
and Northern Districts, with reference to the probability that exists of the two districts being 
separated. T , 

49. Do you think it would be advisable to pledge the General Revenue, as well as the Land 

Fund, for the payment of these debentures, making it the first charge upon them? — I do. I 
think the General Revenue of the Middle District might be pledged for its purposes, and the 
General Revenue of Port Phillip for its purposes. , 

50. (By the Chairman.) Then from the resources of what are understood to be the respective 
colonies, you would pay for the labour imported into those colonies; that is to say, for the 
labour received by Port Phillip you would issue Port Phillip debentures, and for the labour 
that comes here you would issue debentures secured upon the revenue of this part, of the colony? 

_ 5| W °You think there would be no objection from the inhabitants of Port Phillip, that the 
Government should provide for immigration generally by debentures, secured upon the lands ot 
the colony, provided the distinction you have mentioned were made?— None. 

52. Is it your opinion that the lands there would form an ample security from which 
eventually might be repaid the cost of immigration, to an extent sufficient to meet the wants of 
the district ?— I think the waste lands of Port Phillip are ample security. 

53. I apprehend you would not like to offer to the Committee any opinion as to the probable 
demand for labour in Port Phillip, after the year to which your evidence has alluded ; say over 
a given number of years, three or five years to come ? — I think the demand will continue steady 



for some years to come. . , . , , 

54. Is the want of labour in your district the main drawback to its comfort and general pros- 
perity ? — I may say it is the only drawback. 

55. And the want of labour is so serious, that it is a cause of great anxiety amongst all 
classes there ? — It causes great anxiety and loss to all settlers, and employers of labourers and 



servants, both in town and country. , , . . , . 

56. (By the Auditor- General) Do you think the labourers themselves derive great advantages 
from the high rate of wages ? — I think they do not in general ; the few careful men undoubtedly 
benefit by high wages, but the great majority are only rendered more indifferent to their own 
interests by high wages, and the consequent facility of obtaining employment. 

57. {By A. Icely.) Do you get the same amount of labour from your ^sunderffie 

present rate of wages that you did when they were paid more moderately . y > 

they are not so careful now, and do not attend so well to their duties. 

58. (By the Auditor- General) Do you think they accumulate grater sav ^& s 

higher rate of wages than they did from the more moderate rate!— I do not; when wages are 
i,;X.k +w onnaionc of thpir mnnp.v. and thev are more expensive in their habits. 



the last one or two years / — 1 thinK tnere uas Deeu d guuu u . b 

and building sites near the seaport towns ; but I do not know of any lan w 
been bought for grazing sheep or cattle. 
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Thursday , May 27, 1847. 

Edward Willis, Esq., J. P., of Geelong, called in and examined. 

1. You are an extensive proprietor of sheep, cattle, and land?— I hold land, sheep, and cattle 

in the Port Phillip district. . „ 

2. How manv years have you been in the Geelong country ?— Not quite five years. _ 

3. Will you state to the Committee how you are suffering from want of labour in your 
district, — in one branch of your establishment or in all ? In all branches. 

4 Do you suffer most from the want of shepherds, domestic servants, or agricultural 
labourers?— Most from the want of shepherds, hut-keepers, and men for pastoral purposes 

5. Have you gone into agriculture to any extent? — I have a great deal of land leased out 

to tenants in small farms. _ . , 

6. You find that the best way of raising grain for your own consumption .'—Decidedly. 

7. Do you find these tenants thriving generally and doing well?— No; I think they would 
do well, but the deficiency of labour is so great that it renders agriculture unprofitable. 

8. Then they suffer from the want of labour as well as you ?— Considerably. 

9. (By the Auditor- General) Have these tenants generally been labourers themselves?— 
Yes ; they ai-e mostly married men with families, who have saved their wages, bought teams 
and ploughs, arid become small farmers. 

10. Were they originally immigrants ? — In almost every instance. 

11. (By the Chairman.) Are they generally a good class of men, in point of moral character ? 
—They are ; I was very careful as to iheir character when I admitted them on the estate. 

12. Not only yourself but your tenants would employ a considerable number of agricultural 
labourers if they could be obtained in the market? — Yes. 

13. Would there, as far as you could form an opinion, be a much larger portion of land culti- 

vated for agriculture in the Port Phillip district provided labour could bo obtained ? — I think 
there would. , 

14: It has been stated, by a former witness, that Port Phillip does not grow grain enough 
for its own consumption, can you state how that may be accounted for? — I should say it arises, 
in the first instance, from want of labour, which makes it unprofitable to grow corn ; we obtain 

it as cheaply from Van Diemen’s Land as we can grow it. 

15. (By the Auditor- General) Have you ever considered the feasibleness of exporting 
wheat from Port Phillip to England? — I have. 

16. What is your impression upon that subject ?— That at present we cannot grow it suffi- 
ciently cheap to render it a profitable speculation. 

17. Does that arise from the poverty of the land, or from other circumstances? — Not from 
the poverty of the land ; on the contrary, the land is well adapted for agriculture, but the 
scarcity of labour renders it an unprofitable employment. 

18. (By the Chairman.) Do you suffer very seriously from the want of shepherds and 

pastoral labour? — Yes, I do; in my own establishment the rise of wages has been so groat 
as to - occasion me an increased expenditure, under that head alone, of something near 
1000Z. . 

19. Can you state, generally, what per cent, the rise of wages has been in the Geelong 
district last year? — About 25 per cent, within the last year. 

20. And that notwithstanding the influx of a considerable number of persons from Van 
Diemen’s Land, and some ship loads of exiles from the mother-country? — -Yes. 

21. What rate of wages do you pay farm labourers, and persons employed in pastoral 
pursuits and in agriculture ?— The wages I pay to shepherds and labourers, upon stations in 
different parts of Port Phillip, average from 24Z. to 32Z., with ample rations, and from 32Z., to 
45Z.- for married couples. 

- 22. Do you employ women in any way? — Yes, as hut-keepers, to shift the hurdles, the 
shepherd sleeping in his box at night; I have generally found it answer very well to have one 
married couple at a station ; it is not only an economical, but a convenient arrangement, as the 
wife shifts the hurdles and cooks for the men. 

23. What wages do you give to farm labourers, ploughmen, and persons in a similar capa- 
city ? — To men who thrash, plough, reap, and mow, we give 28?. a-year, and rations, or there- 
abouts. 

24. What do you give the more ordinary kind of labourer? — 25Z. and 26Z. a-year. 

25. And you have difficulty in getting men, even at those rates of wages ? — Great diffi- 
culty. 

26. Have you observed any marked alteration in the behaviour of -your servants since wages 
have become so high and labour so scarce? — Yes, I have; I find they do not serve me so well ; 
and I give for a reason, that when wages are high, men do not' value their., situations ; when 
wages were low, if a man had a good situation he would be respectful, because' he valued his 
home, and knew there might be some difficulty in obtaining another; but’now a master hardly 
dares to find fault with his man, for fear he should leave him at a short notice, and he (his 
master) be unable to replace him. 

27. (By Mr. Icely.) Do you find that the labourers save their wages, or that they spend them ? 
— -In my own establishment I have taken great trouble to persuade. my servants to save then- 
wages, and I always find I have less difficulty in accomplishing my wish when wages are low, 
rather than when they are high. 

28. (By the Chairman.) Then you suffer as much, if not more,. from the altered character of 
your servants as from the rise of wages ?— Yes ; we cannot keep our servants in order ; in fact 
we are not in a position to correct them : we are entirely at their mercy. 
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29. What number of immigrants do you think it would be desirable to import into the Port 
Phillip district during the next one or two years, leaving out mechanics ?— I think, for the 
first year, 2500 adults, male and female, would supply the demand. The district of Port j 
Phillip is extending so rapidly, that I find a difficulty in estimating the demand for labour 
beyond one year, but I should imagine 3000 would find employment if introduced during the 
second year, and at a remunerating rate of wages. I do not, however, think it desirable, at 
present, to introduce families for the rural districts with many young children, as where they 
would be mostly employed there is no means of education. Mechanics are much wanted, 
and would receive very high wages, provided they be good workmen, say masons, brick- 
layers, joiners, carpenters, plasterers, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, brickmakers, tailors, and shoe- 
makers. 

30. (By the Auditor- General.) Are you aware that schools have been very rapidly extend- 
ing themselves in the interior?— As population increases, I have no doubt they will extend; 
but, owing to the scattered population of a pastoral country, it will always be difficult to pro- 
vide for the education of shepherds’ children. 

31. What number of sheep, as an average, do you think it is safe and profitable to keep in a 
flock ? — The number would vary very considerably from the description of country where they 
were herded ; I think they run from 900 to 2200 in the Port Phillip, district. 

32. What rate of wages do you think a settler could afford to. pay per 100 sheep for shep- 
herding? — The present expenses are about 21. 12s. per 100. 

33. Do you think you can afford to pay that?— You could not make much profit out of that, 
but that involves so many contingencies that it is almost impossible to say. 

34. Supposing you could get shepherds at 20?. a-year, how many sheep would you be dis- 

posed to put under one shepherd, upon the avarage ?— If wages were lower we should keep 
smaller flocks ; we are positiyelv driven to keep sheep in these large flocks, because we cannot, 
get the men to tend them ; if f could obtain labour I would keep my wethers in flocks of 600, 
which I am obliged to do now when I want to fatten them. _ _ 

35. {By the Chairman .) What number of ewes would you put in a breeding flock?— -Not 
more than 800, even upon the most open runs. 

36. What rate of wages could you afford to pay for a shepherd and watchman, dividing your 
sheep into such flocks as in your opinion is the most advantageous mode of keeping them?— 
Provided the wool do not fall seriously, and provisions are plentiful, as at present, I think we 
could afford to give hut-keepers from 12?. IQs. to 15?., and shepherds and useful labourers 
from 15?. to 18?., all with ample rations. 

37. Have you formed any opinion as to the best mode of getting out immigrants with refer- 
ence to the system of private bounties, or of importing them by a Government department- 
do you think the settlers, generally, have the means, or are they in a pecuniary point of view 
able to import, to any .great extent, upon their own account, if the Government were to offer 
a bounty, either of a portion or the whole of. the passage money?— I consider that the large 
proportion of the squatters’ returns are now absorbed by the high rate of wages; speaking, gene- 
rally, therefore, they are not in a position to advance the amount which would be necessary to. 
make up the deficiency between the Government bounty and what they would have to pay, 
putting it at what is proposed, half the expense. 

38. Supposing the Government were to offer to pay the whole of the passage money, do you 
think the system of importing by private individuals, by means of bounty orders, would be 
generally adopted, so as to enable the Government or the colony to rely upon the supply of 
labour in that way, and that it would be better than leaving it, as at present, in the hands of 
the Land and Emigration Commissioners ? — The first part of your question appears to me 
to involve so much uncertainty and delay, that it would not at all answer our present urgent 
wants, more particularly as it is very unlikely to be generally carried out; I consider it would 
be better in the hands of the Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

39. You think the Government would be more likely to carry it out efficiently than private 
individuals?— Decidedly ; in the one case it may be easily carried out, and in the other there 
is not the slightest chance of its being universally adopted. 

40. Do you think the immigrants would be willing to repay a portion of their passage money, 
either by instalments or in any other way ? — That is a very difficult question to answer, but 
I imagine that some plan might be organized to enable the Government to recover a portion 
of the passage money from the immigrants; but I would not recommend its adoption at 
present. 

41. Do you not conceive that there would be a considerable difficulty m the Government 

collecting such small sums from a number of debtors in the humbler walks of life ?— I think 
it would be verv difficult indeed. . , , 

, 42. With reference to the funds, do you think that the lands of the colony may be considered 
as a fair security upon which to raise a loan to carryout immigration? The most ample 
security ; I confine myself to Port Phillip, as I know nothing of New South Wales proper. 

. 43. (By the Auditor-General.) Da you think it would be expedient to pledge the land tund, 
and with its proceeds, to bring out immigrants to this colony ? — Most decidedly. 

44. Can you point out more desirable means for raising funds for immigration. 

the raising money by means of debentures qn the security of land is at present the most l- 

rable means. . , , 

45. (By the Chairman.) Do I understand you to say, that you consider these lands would 
be an adequate security for such loan, as might be upon consideration thought necessary, co 
introduce a sufficient supply of labour for the wants of the colony ?— I consider the tanas. 01 
Port Phillip would be a sufficient security to answer the purposes of immigration, required ior 
that portion of the colony. 
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46. Do you think the people of Port Phillip generally would prefer ' that mode of raising 
funds for immigration to any other ?-Under present circumstances, I-th mk they t vould 

47 Have vou had any experience with -regard to the men imported into Poit Phillip from 
Van Diemen’s land, andean you state generally whether they, are a desirable class of person., . 
—From being constantly brought into contact with expirees, both in my capacity as a magis- 
trate and as an employer of labour,' I consider they are anything but a desirable class of people, 
to intmducl, We^ecially as they are all males, and tend to increase the disproportion of 

th °4T?hetl: generally then have been driven to employ this sort of men, solely from the 
scarcity oF labour and the stoppage of emigration from England?— They have , I consider 
these expirees most inferior men in moral character to the immigrants that we 
from the mother-country, and necessity has driven us to employ these men, since emulation 

ft °49 E H S ls crimehtr eased in yoiir district since these men have come over in such large sum- 
hers from Van Diemen’s Land? — I consider it has. , -ii . 

50. From the. stoppage of transportation to Van Diemen s Land do you think you will not 
have in future any considerable number of these persons from that Colony?— No; and it 
would even be put a total stop to if we had an importation of immigrants to eqalize the wages- 
between Van Diemen’s Land and our own colony. 



Tuesday, June 1, 1847. 
Present : — 



Charles Cowper, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Colonial Secretary, I The Auditor General, 

- Thomas Icrly, Esq., | T. A. Murray, Esq. 

The Hon. Edward Deas Thomson, Esq., Colonial Secretary, examined. 

1. Will you have the goodness to inform the Committee as to the mode in which it is pro- 
posed to meet the expense of importing the 6000 statute adults, which ta Excellency the 
Governor, in his opening address to the Council, stated he had requested might be sent out to 
this colony ?— It is proposed they should be paid for by the issue of debentures secured on the 
territorial revenue. As stated in his Excellency's opening address to the House, the. whole of 
the debentures issued for previous immigration will he paid off in the course of the present 
year This will leave the territorial revenue available as a security for this purpose ; and i 
consider it not only fully ample, but sufficient as a security, to meet the expenses of immigration' 
to a very much larger extent. I consider also that this mode of payment may be made 
equivalent to a loan, and that it is, therefore, free from the objections which have been urged to 
the immediate payment of the passages of immigrants on their arrival. Upon the previous 
occasions, when it was determined to anticipate the proceeds of land sales for a similar purpose, 
under the directions of the Home Government, the contracts made with the affreighters m 
England were for the payment of cash on the arrival of the immigrants, and the local govern- 
ment was compelled, therefore, to offer the debentures for sale in the colonial market, and 
considerable difficulty arose in obtaining the necessary amount within the time required, io' 
obviate any difficulty on this account, it has been proposed that, in the present instance, there 
should be an option left to tlie local Government either to pay in money or debentures payable 
in the colony or in London. I can have no doubt, from circumstances that have occurred 
since the issue of the first debentures, that a very considerable amount might be raised m the 
colony and I also am given to understand that this security is considered a readily negociable' 
one in the London market, ihe debentures which were issued for former immigration bearing 
an interest of six per cent., and with three years to run, having been sold at a premium m 
London of four and a-half per cent. The interest having been punctually paid, and there 
being an ample fund now in the colonial treasury to pay off the whole of the outstanding 
debentures, and the fund upon which they are secured thus becoming entirely unencumbered, 
I can have no doubt that any new debentures issued for this purpose would be considered as an 
excellent security in the English market. With respect to the new debentures, we propose 
that, instead of being of two classes, payable either in this colony or in London, they should be 
of one class only, but that each debenture should be liable to be paid either in London or m 
the colony, at the option of the holder, on its registration for that purpose, in the colonial 
treasury in the colony, or with the colonial agent-general in London ; these debentures, besides 
berncr secured on the territorial revenue, will be receivable in payment for Crown land, or for 
any other amount payable to that revenue. It is proposed also that they should have three 
years certain to run, and that they should be determinable at the expiration of that period, at 
the option of the Government, on a public notice to that effect in the New South Wales 
Government Gazette and in the London Gazette, but that they should not be determinable at 
the option of the holder ; in this way it will be impossible that any inconvenience should arise 
to the Government, whilst it is conceived that, being based on so ample a security, and at an 
interest of five per cent., they will constitute a most desirable investment for capitalists, either 
in England or the colony. It was proposed by some parties, as a preferable mode of providing 
for the payment, of immigration, that the debentures should have been issued at such an interest 
as would, after a certain period, redeem the principal also ; that is to say, the holder of the 
debenture would he entitled to receive annually a fixed payment, which would not only 
liquidate the interest accruing due at the current rate, but would likewise gradually extinguish 
the capital in a given period, say 10 or 20 years. The objection to this plan was the abstruse 
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calculations necessary to enable the public at large to judge of its eligibility as an investment, NE ^ SOUTH 

and the more simple mode which I have mentioned, has accordingly been recommended to _ 

Her Majesty’s Government. It will be competent, under this arrangement, at any time for The Hon. 

the local Government to give notice of its intention to pay off the whole or any portion of the E. Deas Thomson, 

debentures, according to the accumulated fund in the colonial treasury, and this will act in a Ju 

manner equivalent to setting aside a sinking fund for the extinction of the debentures. This, Une ’ 

in fact, is the principle which has been applied in providing for the payment of the debentures 
which have been previously issued for immigration. 

2. Have the Government taken any measures for dividing the proportion of this security in 
the event of the separation of Port Phillip from this colony taking place ? — It has been recom- 
mended that one-third of the 5000 statute adults should be sent to Port Phillip ; and the 
attention of the Secretary of State has, I understand, been drawn by the Governor to the 
petition which was sent forward by the inhabitants of that district, praying that in any arrange- 
ment that might be made for the resumption of immigration, the land fund, or territorial 
revenue, of that district, should be kept separate from that of the Sydney or middle district in 
granting the security for raising those funds. 

3. Have you at all estimated the probable amount of expenditure that would be incurred 
by introducing 5000 adults? — In round numbers it would amount to about 80,000/. 

4. Do you at all anticipate that there would be any difficulty in ihe Government sanction- 
ing immigration to a considerably larger extent, to be paid for in a similar way, when the 
Government, is satisfied that the amount of labour which would be introduced is not more 
than is absolutely required for the immediate wants of the colouists ? — In the present state of 
the question relating to the occupation of Crown lands beyond the boundary, it would be 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to make any correct estimate of the amount of revenue to 
be derived from that source, even if the regulations had been definitively fixed by the Queen 
in Council. Assuming, however, that a fair assessment of the grazing capabilities of the 
country occupied by licensed graziers is made, I can have no doubt that the security will be 
ample for a very considerable number of persons, that is, that it will be sufficient to meet the 
current payment of interest, and also to set aside a sufficient fund for the reduction of the 
capital within a reasonable period, after paying the incidental expenses chargeable upon the 
territorial revenue, namely, the expenses of the Survey Department, of the Commissioners, and 
other expenses attending the management of Crown land, and of the aborigines. I must, 
however, observe that I anticipate a very large expenditure from the territorial revenue in 
bringing the new squatting regulations into operation. For the first year or two a considerable 
part of that revenue will probably be absorbed in effecting the necessary surveys, settling dis- 
puted boundaries, and determining the grazing capabilities of the runs before the leases can be 
made out ; but eventually the effect of those regulations will, no doubt, be to add very con- 
siderably to the revenue received from this source. 

5. Can you state to the Committee whether there has not been a larger sum realized from 
the sale of Crown lands during the past year than for some time previous ? — There has, 
especially in Port Phillip. 

6. And the receipts from this source would be in addition to the other funds which you have 
alluded to in a preceding answer ? — No doubt. The principal sales of land recently have been 
of town and suburban allotments, and also some small portions of cultivation allotments. I 
think, at the minimum price of 1/. an acre, no large amount would be received from the sale 
of country lands. 

7. Do you not think the probable effect of this introduction of immigrants will be to cause a 
demand for land ? — I consider that the effect of the introduction of labour will be to increase 
materially the territorial revenue in all its branches. The introduction of labour is necessary 
as a preliminary to the sale of land. Land itself, without the means of using it, must be com- 
paratively of little value ; and, therefore, in order to give it a value, the introduction of labour 
must precede the sale ; and this can only be done by a deferred payment for immigration, 
either by raising a loan in England, or according to the present scheme of issuing debentures 
secured upon the land fund. There is this advantage also, that the capital necessary to the 
employment of labour will be retained in the country until the labour itself creates a sufficient 
quantity of new capital to enable the country to which that labour is imported to part with a 
sufficient sum for liquidating the debt without inconvenience or difficulty. It should always be 
borne in mind that the advantages of the importation of labour are not confined merely to the 
period of its importation, but spread over a great number of years ; and, therefore, it is only 
just that those who participate in these advantages should contribute to the payment of the 
expense by which they are obtained. This, in my opinion, fully justifies the incurring of a 
debt for this purpose, to be liquidated in the course of a series of years. 

8. Do you not think that, in some respects, a Government debt would be found useful? — As 
a general principle I should be strongly opposed to the Government incurring any debt, except 
for purposes such as this. For instance, I should object to a debt for current expenditure of 
any kind; but I look upon the importation of labour as an investment at interest, for the 
benefit not only of the present day, but for all time to come. 

9. In your position, as president of the savings’ bank, can you state to the Committee 
'whether, when these debentures, which the savings’ bank now holds, are paid off, the Bank 

will have any mode of investing a very large amount of its funds? — I regret to say that when 
the debentures now held by the Bank are paid off, the very large sum of 75,000Z. will remain 
uninvested, and consequently unprofitable to that institution. I do not, however, consider that, 
with strict justice to the labouring classes, the amount of their earnings should be laid out in 
the importation of fresh competitors with them in the labour market It has been proposed, on 
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the contrary, by the trustees that ^ 
to be issued on the security of the .goner I M of undertaking public works 

revenue at the disposal of the Legislato " ^ ' TffXr constructions of that nature. 

of utility in the interior, such as load. , a ’ , . i s further employment than to 

The effect of this would be rather to afford *e labounng, clasps tat^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . 
bring in competition for their labour. The J ' J ; { labour ; and, therefore, until 

that it would add to the very great * Yfelr h wouTd be alm«t impossible, without 

there is a considerable importation of '“^Xake mmiy Additional works of that kind, 
detriment to public and private interests, to . of^the colony, so great, injustice would 

10. Then Sifter all, looking to paying for 

not arise to the operative classes as migdat at fir PP £ for H ; 0 wor ks, or enter upon: 
immigration ; for if the colony cannot eve , j working classes will themselves suffer 

public works to a large extent, is it not probab le that *“ f UM , s , 0 sap j, 0 rt themselves 

from this depression, and perhaps J have to laboar ,K employer ?- 

during the time of depression, which must arise : fiom but to trench 

No doubt if the price of labour £^£TclaL» of the commu- 

upon the capital of the employer, eventu y nlace upon the interests of the 

nity; but I do not apprehend that any such effects will tab rs , 0 come , 
labouring classes, unless, indeed, numeration .bmdd he e omaimiity. 

which I consider would be most disastrous to'heg P P J tb Home Goveniment 

11. Do you not think if a positive refusal wer e to come back 1 ram m aloM 

for the immigration that has J^ntmly delayed immigration for one year?— I 

would produce very disastrous rrauta, ev t y ^ J labour acts and ,. eBCts j„ a variety 
think it would to a very considerable extent. enables the labourer to remain 

of ways upon the comfe, the value of his labour is lost to the 

m a state of idleness at periods ot t _ > of bad cbavactcr to the. 

community. It also has tins injurious effect that it raises toe m . fc necessavy that 

level of the man of good character. ® S and j have been informed in this way it is 
every disposable individual should be p y 5 distinction between men of good or bad 
impossible for -employers of labomt^ makethe Jhich would 

conduct. I believe, also, that Irom tie g f , , stand-still. I think it is very 

otherwise be undertaken in the country are Lould be carefully adjusted to the demand, 
material, however, that immigration, when J of the colony than 

I know of no circumstance which rs ro-Urtd *° *f ,he unte fall of wages, and 

the too sudden »=cessar/a large 

the scarcity of ™PW“="‘ ** ‘ hei /supp ort, as was the case a few years ago, when about 
importation of wheat and flour lor . introduced, and when it became 

eofflOO immigrants were nothin * to Enff !or ftT parent of their passage, 

necessary, in additmn h 1 g 800, 000 Z. to pay for the necessary supplies of food. 

that during the pe i bushels fin 1840) to 5 34 bushels (in 1842), and 

the numbers, so wu oe p 3 number of the inhabitants increases, so will any given 
number added'to it by immigration bear comparatively a smaller proportion to the total popu- 
lation and consequently will be absorbed into it with the greater facility, and with the less hke- 
lS of distnrbin. ^conveniently the ordinary and natural course of things. It is ollka 
essential therefore, for the interests of the colony and the immigrants themselves, that tile 
essential, mere . vradual and continuous one, carefully adjusted to tile 

stream of immigri h hi g excessive influx of individuals for whom it would 

bu, .11 of whom, if graduaUy 
introduced would not only find employment at remunerative wages, but become a great benefit 
to the community, of which they would thus become an integral part. As regards the supplies 
rf *tmri food, there is no possible immigration which could not be most amply provided for 
by the present enormous number of live stock m the colony, consulting of not less than 8,000,000 
of sheep and 1,400,000 head of cattle, with a population of only about 200,000 souls. 

* 1 0 We not the demands upon this colony for flour and wheat, to which you have alluded, 
verf much increased by the circumstance of the establishment of the neighbouring colonies ot 
New Zealand, Port Phillip, and South Australia, which were all in their infancy, and wore 
during £5 year or two of drought receiving supplies for almost tbeir entire population Irom 
ns whemas now they are, in a great degree, producers with us, and, m some instances 
exporters of grain ?_I have already stated that I considered this arose, m some measure, flour 
the untoomlhle seasons which prevailed, and I have no doubt, to a certain extent, the causes 
mentioned also operated to aggravate the evil. . ., . . ,v . ■. 

13. From your many rears’ experience under this Government, is it your opinion that it 
would be d esirable, as has been recently suggested m the Conned, to return either t6 the old 
Tstem of introducing immigrants by private individuals under a bounty system, or any modih- 
cS on which might be considered desirable of that system ?-I consider that there are many 
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and very great objections to any system of granting private bounty as a general means of sup- .NKW ^SOP TH 

plying the labour market ; there is no way in which private individuals, to whom the bounties - 

are promised, can be compelled to act upon the permission granted to them. There is no cer- The Hon.| 

tainty, therefore, of obtaining the supply of labour requisite for the wants of the colony. The E.Deas Thomson, 
funds which might otherwise be applied to this purpose, are thus liable to be locked up unpro- j Qne j 1347 . 
fitably. If, on the other hand, in order to ensure a sufficient supply of labour, more bounties 
'are promised than there are funds to meet, the Government is subject to have claims preferred 
which it is unable to satisfy, and to have a larger number of emigrants introduced than is requi- 
• site to meet the immediate demand for labour — which would be unjust to the labouring classes, 
as well as those who arrive as those who have preceded them. It has always been found that 
the granting these permissions to private individuals has a tendency to degenerate into a mere 
mercantile speculation. Thus bounty orders have been handed over to merchants, who obtained 
.the immigrants at as cheap a rate as they could, provided they considered that they would 
come within ihe regulations j the effect of this was, to induce some of them to select from the 
towns, and many immigrants were consequently brought out that were less useful than if the 
selection had been made in the country districts from amongst the rural population. In order 
to have an effectual immigration, 1 think there should be some guarantee for the_ certainty ot 
the number to be brought out, and that this can only be properly done by the immigration 
being undertaken under the direction and control of Government. 1 consider that the immigra- 
tion which took place about, three years ago, of 4000 statute adults, under the Land and Emi- 
gration Commissioners, answered every purpose, and was conducted much more satisfactorily 
. than under any previous arrangement ; and I should very strongly recommend that all future 
immigration should be entrusted to their management. . . , 

14. It has been suggested, with the view of economising the funds to be appropriated to 
immigration purposes, that if a small bounty, say Si. or 9/. per head, were offered to private 
individuals, a very large number would, for the sake of making their own selection in the 
mother country, be willing, by means of their own agencies, to engage with immigrants, and 
to make arrangements that they should pay in England a portion of their passage money ; or 
otherwise engage with their employers, to repay to them, by instalments in this colony, during 
the period of service— what is your opinion of this suggestion ?— I think that practically it 
would, be found entirely to fail. There are very few individuals who could make the requisite 
advance for the purpose, or who possess the necessary means of agency in the mother country 
to carry out this scheme, and the result, therefore, would be great uncertainty and great disap- 
' pointment in the numbers brought out. I think also, with respect, to the engagement of parti- 
cular individuals, that it will generally be found to fail. The true way of ensuring good conduct 
' on the part of servants generally, is to have a sufficient number to meet the reasonable cemand 
of employers. I believe it to be notorious, that indentured servants, lured in England, have 
seldom turned out well, or faithfully completed their engagements. This has arisen, I believe, 
principally from the engagements being made in England at a lower rate of wages than that 
which prevails in the colony. The consequent discontent which reigns amongst the servants 
: on their arrival, induces them to resort to every art to obtain the avoidance of the agreements 



15. Might not the system of bounties also tend to embarrass the operations of Government 
themselves with regard to immigration?—! do not think the two could be carried on simul- 
taneously. There would also be this objection, as already explained, that, m promising bounties 
to individuals, for immigrants that never would be obtained, the necessary funds would be 
locked up, and would not be available to Government to meet, the actual demand for labour. 

16 (Bv Mr. lcely.) Might it not be advisable, if parties desired to obtain labourers from a 
particular part of the country, that they should have permission to import them to a limited 
extent?— I believe that under the present regulations issued by the Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, parties desirous of bringing out immigrants can obtain the bounty on paying 
a certain sum into the bands of the Government for the purchase of land m tins colony, and 
" are thus enabled to bring out with them any labourers that they may desire to accompany 



• 17. (By the Chairman.) Do you think that the rate of bounty now allowed by the Land 
and Emigration Commissioners could be. advantageously reduced, or do you think that any 
portion of that money could be raised in England, either by arrangement with the parishes, or 
by accepting from those individuals who could afford it, a part of the passage money under any 
scheme or regulation that might be suggested?— I do not think that the 

could he successfully reduced, because it is now practically offered to public competition that 

■ is, the contracts are made for the passage of so many statute adults, alter public i ad™^sement; 

■ inviting the shipping interest to tender for the purpose. There is no fixed sum for immigrants 

' it depfnds entirely upon the state of the demand for shipping and the price of P™™”^ £ 
' scheme of obtaining a portion of the payment from the parishes has been 

• Imniigration Agent of this colony, and has been submitted to the Home Government for con- 
sideration One of the vreat difficulties hitherto has been to obtain this assistance without 

' haymg'^eless paupers slut to the colony under it. This, 

.obviated by the proposed arrairgsment of the Immigration Age . - „ , 

• 51 would be paid by the parches for each statute adult immigrant, and • ™ 

colony, there would he this security, that proper persons only wou lamination 

system, that the portion so to be paid by the colony would only be pa, d after 

of the individual by a Board on his arrival, and the production of the necessary ce rtficate. of 
. character. It is ^deniable that a great many very respectable 
. form most desirable immigrants for the colony, are a great burde p ^ 
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allude to those who have large families ; and that the parishes would readily advance a 
certain sum for their deportation to this colony, by which they would be for ever relieved 
from contributing to their support, as is necessary under the present system. lucre will, 
be this advantage also in the scheme, that at present the whole of the funds necessary for 
the passage of the individual must be advanced by the contractors; but by the payment 
of 51. by the parishes at home, which would be about one-third of the cost of the passage,, 
they would be placed in funds to meet the actual outlay necessary previous to the sailing 
of the immigrants from the mother country. In this way the colony would be relieved 
of the payment of a very considerable sum, while the parishes would have the security of 
the removal of individuals to a distant colony, where there would be a demand for their- 
labour — where they would be able to live' in comparative comfort — and whence it would! 
be scarcely possible they could return. With respect to any other mode ot obtaining the 
return of a part of the passage money, I feel strongly persuaded that, as in former 
instances, any such attempt would prove a total failure. In the early days of bounty immi- 
gration to this colony, it was attempted to obtain the return of the passage monoy by small 
annual instalments, out of the wages of the individual, but, I believe, scarcely with any 
success. With the individuals scattered over the vast extent of country, from Wide Bay to 
Portland Bay, and in the remote squatting districts of the interior, it appears to mo, that 
it would be impracticable to devise any effectual means of collecting the sums due by them, 
especially in small periodical instalments. It is open also to this objection, that it would bear 
hard on the honest man who would be willing to pay, whilst the dishonest would escape, or in 
an attempt to compel him to pay he would be sent to prison to be maintained at. the public 
expense, whilst his labour would, at the same time, be withdrawn from the market. I think 
also it would operate injuriously in preventing the desire to emigrate to this colony, especially 
with the more respectable class of persons. The very parties who would intend to liquidate 
the debt would be most apprehensive of incurring the engagement. I do not consider also, 
that any attempt to obtain wages from the employer could practically be carried out on a large 
scale ; I think the only true way of conducting immigration on a large scale, is by granting 
free passages, and a perfect liberty to the individual to make his own engagements on his 
arrival in the colony ; and that this would be found, in the long run, the most beneficial 
arrangement, both for the labourer and the employer of labour. 

18. (By Mr. Murray .) To what extent would you propose the contracting a loan? — That 
will depend upon the security that can be granted ; according to the productiveness of the terri- 

" torial revenue, and the demand for labour in the colony. 

19. (By the Chairman .) Considering that in the opinion of persons of intelligence, emigra- 
tion is beneficial both to the mother country and to the colony, do you think there is any pro- 
bability of the Government aiding emigration to this colony from Imperial funds on a general 
system? — I have no means of answering that question; the present distress in Ireland and 
Scotland may, perhaps, lead Her Majesty’s Government to look to emigration as one of the 
sources of relief, but I think if the colony waited till it was the interest of England to send us 
immigrants, the most disastrous consequences might arise. 

20. Do you not think that one very desirable means of equalizing the disproportion of the 
sexes would be by the Government introducing the wives and families of convicts into the 
colony? — I do; I think that this would be very desirable in every way; I know of nothing 
that would tend so materially to improve the conduct of persons of that kind as the bringing 
out to them their wives and families. It is probably known to the Committee that this was 
done formerly to a considerable extent, and with great success. 

21. Do you not think that the class of persons I have alluded to have a fair claim upon the 
Government to import their families, under the regulations which were in force, if they are not 
still in force, by which many of them were led to expect that if they conducted themselves 
well for a certain number of years, this indulgence would be granted to them? — I think consi- 
derable hardship attended the suddenly doing away with the regulations for the importation 
of the wives and families of convicts ; but this arose from the discontinuance of transportation, 
and there not being so readily the means of sending them out. 

22. Must it not be apparent, that these individuals can have no means in die greater number 
of instances, either of paying the expense of their families coming to the colony, or oven of 
making the necessary arrangements in the mother country for getting them out, if they have 
the pecuniary means in the colony ? — I think that to be true, as a general proposition, and 
there is this farther hardship upon these individuals, that their wives and families are not 
eligible for bounty passages under the colonial regulations. 

23. Have you any means of ascertaining, with any degree of accuracy, what number of 
individuals might be introduced into the colony of this class of persons ? — I have not ; but I 
have no doubt the number would be very considerable. When the regulations were disconti- 
nued the parties ceased to make application to the Government, and consequently it would be 
impossible to say what number would be entitled under former regulations, or be desirous of 
having their families brought out to join them, without calling upon them to send in fresh 
applications. 

24. Do you think that a loan for immigration purposes might be effected in England, upon 
more advantageous terms, if it were either guaranteed by the Home Government, or made a 
primary charge upon the general revenue, as well as secured upon the territorial revenue?— I 
can have no doubt, that in proportion to the increase of the value of the security, the capitalist 
would be willing to grant more advantageous terms ; but I do not think that such guarantee is 
necessary to obtain, at least for a considerable period to come, the necessary amouut of 
immigration to meet the exigencies of the colony, upon what may be deemed fair and moderate 
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terms, namely, at the rate of five per cent, per annum, or perhaps at a lower rate. Nor do I NE ^^on TH 

consider that it would be desirable to encumber the general revenue, by making it. primarily 

chargeable as a security for this purpose. To a moderate extent, T know of no better security The Hon 
than the territorial revenue of this colony; the immense extent of available country, which is E. Deas Thomson, 
and can be beneficially occupied, affords, in my opinion, as good a security as any capitalist — * 

■could desire to have; and more especially if the proceeds raised from it be applied to the Junel * 47 ‘ 
importation of labour, which is, in fact, to give additional value to that security. 

25. Then I imagine that you would not consider it at all necessary for the Council to enter 
upon the question of resorting to any means, in the shape of additional taxation, for raising any 
fund for these purposes ? — I do not think that any such taxation is necessary. • It must be borne 
in mind also, that the proposed debentures will acquire an additional value, because their issue 
will take effect only under the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government. 

26. It has been suggested that the employers of labour might fairly be taxed to raise a fund 
for importing labour, inasmuch as by the introduction of labour they would be relieved from 
the payment° of very high wages, which are already becoming so onerous that many persons 
apprehend very serious results, unless the Colonial and Home Governments will unite in 
reviving immigration?— I think that in the absence of any other means of importing labour, it 
might possibly be expedient to raise a fund for the purpose by the imposition of a tax upon 
the employers of labour ; but to make that tax available for their relief m any essential degree, 

I consider that not less than from 70,000?. to 80,000?. a-year should be raised ; and I appre- 
hend that in the present state of circumstances this would be found to be exceedingly onerous 
upon the class of persons who are already so greatly affected by the high rates of wages. 



Wednesday , July 7, 1847. 

Present : — 

Charles Cowper, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Auditor-General. ] Terence A. Murray, Esq. 

Francis L. S. Merewether, Esq., Agent for Immigration, called in and examined. 

1. Can you state to the Committee whether the Government have taken any steps, or issued 
any regulations, since you were examined by the Immigration Committee in 1845, with 
reference to the subject of immigration from the mother country to this colony?— Since the 
date referred to, two notices have been issued by this Government on the subject of immigra- 
tion. The first, of date the 26th May, 1846, intimated that the Government would allow tree 
passages to children, who, when their parents emigrated to this colony, were left behind, 
because their parents had not the means of paying the sums demanded, in addition to the 
Government bounties, for their passages. The second, of date the 7th of April, 184/, notified 
that this Government would receive applications from persons who might desire to obtain from 
the Continent of Europe servants skilled in the production of wine, oil, or other articles, not ot 
British growth or manufacture, for which the soil and climate of this colony are adapted, and 
that it would promise bounties on the introduction of such labourers to a limited extent, and 
subject to the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

2. Can you state to the Committee what applications have been made i ;0 ^° vern “®" t ? or 

permission to import the families of immigrants under the notice of the 26th May, 1846 . 
The number of individuals for whom applications for free passages under that notice have, up 
to the present time, been forwarded to the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, is 
257. Of these, 16 only were under the age of 7 years when the applications were received 
here; 179 were between the ages of 7 and 14 years; and 62 were above the age of 14 years. 
A considerable proportion of them will, therefore, be of age to be serviceable as labourers on 
their arrival in the colony. . 

3. Do you know when any of these may be likely to arrive in the colony? A sufficient time 
has elapsed to admit of their arriving very shortly ; but I have not heard of any arrangements 

having been made at home to ship them. , 

4. Can the parties desiring to import these children bring them out and comply with the 

regulations unless there is an immigration of adults going on at the same time ?— The notice 
requires that every male under the age of 14 years, and every female, should be under the 
charge of a married couple during the voyage. The children must, therefore, be accompanied 
by a certain number of married couples. ' . . , . 

5. Then it is not improbable that these children will come out in the ships with the immi- 

grants who were applied for by the Governor at the early part of this year ?—: I think it not 
impossible that arrangements may have been made for their dispatch be, ore Sir Charles 
FitzRoy’s Despatch will have reached home. .. , . , 

6. How do you imagine the condition, to which you have alluded, can be complied wi , 

unless the immigration of adults be sanctioned by the Government? Sir George Gipps 
having, during his administration of the Government, represented the growing want of a our 
in the colony, and the necessity for ail early resumption of immigration, I think it not im P ra * 
bable that the Commissioners may be set in motion by this notice; ana that they may o tai 
authority to make arrangements at once for the dispatch, not only of the children, bu o a 
limited number of adults. , 

7. But Sir George Gipps’s recommendation, to which you allude, was conditional upon me 
settlement of the land question ?— Sir George Gipps did, I believe, annex some such con i ion 
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to his recommendation; but although the Home authorities might await the settlement of the 
rules respecting the occupation of the Crown lands, or the receipt of a report from the present 
Governor of his views on the subject, before sanctioning an emigration to the extent of 5000 
statute adults, which was, I think, the number proposed by Sir George Gipps, they might, 
nevertheless, be prepared to send out two or three ships with emigrants, with the double 
object of providing the children in question with passages, and of affording some relief to tire 
employers of labour in the colony. For in the present state of the labour market the arrival 
of even one ship would be of no small benefit, as it would tend to check, in the servants 
throughout the colony, the unsettled habits and impatience of control in which their continued 
freedom from the competition of new comers has encouraged and enabled them to indulge. 

8. Do you think that parties are likely to apply for more of their families under this notice, 
or is it your opinion that Government have already received pretty nearly all the applications 
that may be expected under it? — More than 12 months having elapsed since the issue of this 
notice, I do not think it probable that many more applications will be received. The only 
persons qualified to ask for passages for their children under the notice are bounty immigrants, 
who left England before the 7th January, 1842, which was the date on which the last ship, 
under the old bounty system, sailed. The reason for this limitation is, that no payment, on 
account of their children’s passages, was required from those persons who emigrat ed in the 
ships dispatched under the management of the Agent-General for Emigration in the years 
1838, 1839, and 1840, or in the ships sent out under the contract system in the years 1843 
and 1844. 

9. Have you had any considerable number of applications for immigrants from the Continent 
of Europe, under the notice of the 7th April, 1847 ? — I have been informed, that many persons 
intend to send in applications, who have not yet done so ; but the number of labourers who 
have, up to the present time, been applied for, is only 45. 

10. Are they chiefly vine dressers ? — Vine dressers and wine coopers. 

11. Do you not think it very desirable that the Home Government should, under some 
regulations, sanction the transmission to this colony of the wives and children of persons who 
came to this colony under sentence of transportation ? — I do. 

12. Have you reason to believe that a considerable number would be brought out in the 
event of the Government sanctioning their importation; or can you give the Committee any 
estimate as to the probable number? — The number would doubtless 'he considerable, but I 
have no means of estimating it. I do not, however, anticipate that the number of available 
labourers would be large, because I can scarcely hope that the Home Government will extend 
the allowance of free passages beyond the wives of convicts, and such of their children as may 
not be of an age to be independent of their parents for support. The adult sous and daughters 
of convicts are eligible as bounty emigrants, provided they be themselves of good character, 
and in other respects qualified according to the regulations; and many, I believe, have so come 
to the colony. 

13. Do you not think it would tend in some measure to equalize the sexes, if the Government 
were to send out the wives of these men who were sent out as convicts? — Certainly; and in 
this way, as well as in the beneficial effects on the individuals who would have the society of 
their wives and children restored to them, such a measure would be of great service to the 
social interests of the colony. 

14. Do you not think the colony has a fair claim upon the Home Government to do so, 
independently of the claim of the convicts themselves, who complied with the regulations that 

. were in force, up to the time that transportation was abolished? — I think it has. 

15. Have you any recent information to give the Committee as to the demand for labour which 
exists throughout the interior? — The' returns which I have recently received from the benches 
of magistrates throughout the colony, represent the demand for labour to be of increasing 
urgency. 

16. Do these returns include the district of Port Phillip ? — I receive a separate set of returns 
for the district of Port Phillip through the Superintendent. 

17. Can you favour the Committee with an abstract of those you have received, showing 
the wants of the different districts, and the rates of wages now demanded in those districts ?~ 
Yes. {The witness handed in the same. Vide Appendix A. and B.) 

18. From the statements which you receive from the different benches of magistrates, do you 
find a very urgent demand for immigration? — The statements made by the magistrates are, in 
some instances, not so full and explicit on the subject of immigration as 1 should desire, but 
they all show a great aud increasing demand for additioual labourers. 

19. {By the Auditor- General) Is there a greater demand than at any former period?-— I 
, think that although money-wages have not yet risen to so high a rate, the demand for agricul- 
tural and pastoral labourers is as great as it was previously to the large immigration 6f the 
years 1841 and 1842. The demand for female servants I believe to be greater. 

20. {By the Chairman.) There has been no immigration to t.he colony since you were ex- 
amined by the Immigration Committee which sat in 1845?— None; the only emigrant who 
ha.s arrived at the public expense since the date of the return which I then handed in, was the 
sole survivor of the emigrants by the ship “ Cataraqui.” 

21. Can you favour the Committee with any authentic information, which your position may 
enable you to do, as regards the regulations now in force with the Land and Emigration Com- 
missioners m England with reference to emigration to this colony?— The main points of 
difference between the system now in force and that which it superseded are, that a rate of 
payment, determined by competition in England, is substituted for a fixed scale of bounties, 
.settled in the colony,— and that the Government does not pledge itself to payments for the 
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Production of emigrants without taking security that the emigrants shall be actually intro- 
duced. Formal contracts are entered into with the Land and Emigration Commissioners in 
London for the selection and despatch of the specified number of persons within a time fixed. 
The payments are made in the colony at a stipulated rate per statute adult (which means full 
price for persons of 14 years of age and upwards, and half-price for those between, 1 and 14), 
but the amount to be paid is not regulated by the number of emigrants embarked, or the number 
landed, but by the number pronounced by the Colonial Government to be eligible under the 
regulations which the contractor is bound to observe in his selection. For the suitableness of 
the emigrants the contractor alone is responsible, and with him it rests to satisfy the Colonial 
Government of their being individnally conformable to the rules laid down for his guidance ; 
in this part of the business the Commissioners do not interfere at all. The fitting and victualling 
of the ships are under the superintendence of the Commissioners, who also reserve to themselves 
the appointment of the Surgeon Superintendent. This system was adopted in the year 1843, 
when the contracts, for which tenders had been called for by a notice from the Commissioners 
office, were taken as follows : — 

£. s. d. 

Messrs. Carter and Bonus, of London, 2000 statute adults, at 18 14 0 each. 

Messrs. W. Smith and Son, of Liverpool, 1500 „ „ 18 7 6 „ 

Mr. Anderson, of Glasgow, 500 „ ,, 17 17 0 „ 

The total number of souls introduced under these contracts were 4638, and the average cost 
per head, including the gratuities allowed to the surgeons and masters, was 15 1. 6a. lam 
induced to believe that the contracts for the selection and conveyance of the emigrants will be 
obtained in future at a lower rate (though uot, perhaps, in the present year, owing to the high 
prices of provisions and shipping), but, on the other hand, I have made some recommendations, 
which were supported by the late Governor, and. I hope, will be acted upon, which will some- 
what increase the expense of the emigrants’ superintendence on the passage. In order to secure 
experience in the management of emigrants, as well as medical skill, in the Superintendent 
Surgeons, I proposed that their rate of pay, which is now 10a. per head, should be increased 
as follows, according to the number of voyages which they may have performed in charge ot 
emigrants: — 

That for the second voyage a Surgeon should receive 12s. for each emigrant. 

„ third „ >, 14s- 

„ fourth ,, }j 16 J ‘ ’> 

„ fifth „ „ 18s- 

„ sixth and following voyages „ 20s. „ 

I also proposed, that in ships carrying 250, or more, immigrants, an allowance of a small 
gratuity, about 2s. 6 d. per head, should be made to an Assistant Surgeon, provided such bur-' 
Jeon should be considered by the Commissioners as qualified in every respect, save expenence 
in the service, for the office of Surgeon Superintendent, and that such Assistant Surgeon, if the 
Colonial Government make no report to his prejudice, should be deemed to have a preferential 
claim to an appointment as Surgeon Superintendent, and, if appointed, should be entitled to 
the same pay as a surgeon performing a second voyage. I further proposed, that the small 
gratuity which, under the colonial regulations, used formerly to be allowed to the chief officer 
of immigrant ships, should be re-established. „ , 

These papers, which I can lay before the Committee, will afford more full information on 
: — — they contain the advertisements for tenders and 
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the question which I am now answering, as — , -- - - t . ., 

the other printed notices, which were issued by the Commissioners when the contracts Tor the 
emigration of the years 1843 and 1844 were entered into. (The witness handed in the same- 

^22.^These are the conditions and regulations upon which, up to the last information you had 
from England, the Land and Emigration Commissioners conducted emigration to this colony ? 
—They are those under which the last emigration was conducted, and as they have worked 
satisfactorily, I do not anticipate any material alteration in them. 

23 Has there not been some dissatisfaction when the parties who brought immigrants to this 
colony have found that the Board rejected the claim to bounty for some parties, whom, they 
contended, fairly came within the regulations of Government ?-The disallowances made m 
the vears 1841 and 1842 did call forth very loud, but very unwarranted complaints ; for, large 
as was the amount of those disallowances, it was, I am satisfied, much less than it ought to 
have been. In one ship alone, I have since ascertained that the Board was imposed upon to the 
extent of 646Z. The nature of the impositions and abuses, which were discovered m those 
years, may be learned by reference to the evidence given by myself and the other members ot 
the Board, before the Committee of Council on Immigration, m the year 1842. From such 



abuses, however, the emigration of 1843 and 1844 was totally free; and it was, upon the whole 
„ L Tb* rlisollmvanees. at least m the cases of two outot the three 



>*±01. A ue UcUUie kUC iiujiuo.u.v.uu J -- ,11 I f 

years, may be learned by reference fo toe evident* given by myself andjhe^ other “embers ot 
’ " ’ before the Committi * M T " * “ rnm 

»ver, the emigration .. 

of a very satisfactory character. The disallowances, at least m the cases c 
contractors, were in consequence very inconsiderable; and I am not aware that the correctnes 
of the Board’s conclusions, in respect to them, can be fairly questioned. 

24. Do the Board require, from the Agent in Sydney, proof that the parties introduced into 
the colony by them, actually hire in some capacity as servants ?— -Certainly not, as a . 
rule ; but, in some instances, in which they do not believe an immigrant to be of nailing, 
by virtue of his professing whieh payment is claimed on his account, the Board in orm e 
tractor’s agent, that, on toe information before them, they cannot recommend that the “dmdua 
in question should be paid for; hut, that they will be ready to do so, upon p” oa a 
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that he is actually engaged in his professed calling. I have here a riSTthf 

the letter o f instnrctions sen, .to 

Sen to SS far°L possible, a knowledge of their engagements. {Tte witness tended in 
^r^te^Sefj^ds of disallowances of the payment* -Most of ft. dm 

their not having been under the protection required by the regulations. Sometimes, hut rarely, 
the Board have to make disallowances, on the score ot age. 



and forneither ofwhom payment was made. They were both produced as agricultural labourers, 
bid their statements led ’the Board to the conclusion that they were not so^ “Jj ac"f a! e „t 
the usawe which I have already described, the Board informed Messrs. Smith and Co. s a ent 
that thev would not be paid for, unless he could show that they Were engaged as labourers. 
Messrs ^Smiths’ agent having omitted, I presume, to watch them with the same attention which 
the agents of the other contractors bestowed on such cases, the men left the ship without h s 
knoWung what became of them. The only report I had of them was uthatt 
brother at Penrith, and tne other to a relative at Penrith ; and, in order to assist the Messrs. 
Smiths' awent in the matter, I wrote to the magistrates at that place, requesting them to make 
inquiry regarding the men and their occupations. The magistrates informed me, in reply, that 
the one wls following his trade ot tailor, to which his brother stated that he had been brought 
up ; hut that, respecting the other, nothing could he ascertained in the district. . 

27. You are not aware whether these parties came out to join their connexions here or not ! 
—No, I am not ; hut the mere fact of their having come out to join their connexions would not 
prejudice tile contractor’s claim to pay for them. Were they really of eligible callings they 
would have been passed by the Board, without any reference to the manner ill which they might 
intend to employ themselves, or to the persons whom they might be going to join 

08 Do VOU think it would be desirable to give the Government, or the agents liete, power 
to detain these people on hoard ship until the Board were satisfied, or had time to examine 
them personally ?— I think it would be desirable that the contractor should, if possible, have 

some remedy against all immigrant who may have deceived him. It an immigrant pioves to 

be not of the calling by virtue of which a free passage was granted to. him, he has clearly prac- 
tised a fraud upon the contractor; for which it would be desirable, if possible,, that the con- 
tractor’s agent here should have the means of punishing him.. The contractor s agents have, 

I believe, occasionally detained the baggage of immigrants, with a view of forcing them, into 
engagements at the callings by professing which they obtained their passage. ■ I his practice is 
however, I believe, illegal, and it is not satisfactory to the Government ; because, if the mum- 
grant is so driven into an employment, he does not stay in it any longer than he can help ; he 
is not thereby turned into the description of labourer for which the colony would be willing to 
pay, but his having assumed the character for a few months enables the contractor to make 
good his claim for payment. , . , ... 

29. As you have had several years’ experience as Immigration Agent, will you state to the 
Committee what is, in your opinion, the best, mode of conducting immigration to this colony, 
whether through Government, or by private individuals with bounties, or partly by both ? 1 

consider that the system adopted in 1 843 and 1844, is decidedly superior to any that have been 
adopted previously, and it has worked so well, that I am indisposed to suggest any material 
alteration in it. I am satisfied that emigration can be conducted more economically, and that 
the health and comfort of the emigrants on' the passage can be better provided for under a 
general system conducted by the Government, than under any private arrangements. V\ hen 
I say more economically, I mean that the cost per head of introducing the immigrants will be- 
less. A saving to the public funds will of course be effected, if a plan could be worked under 
which, instead °of paying the entire, passage money, the Government merely allowed a bounty 
in aid to private persons introducing immigrants. The object of such a plan would, however, 
he better effected, by leaving the whole conduct of the business in the hands of the Government, 
and instead of the employers drawing a bounty in aid from the Government, by the Govern- 
ment receiving the employers’ share of the payment, in the shape of a general tax levied on that 
class. It has been argued in favour of a system of private bounties, that a better description of 
emigrants would be obtained, as many' employers would select their own labourers through a 
private agency ; but this can be done under the present system. An employer ' in the colony, 
can now instruct an agent at home to select labourers for him, and having done so, to apply to 
the Government contractor for passage for them. If the labourers be of the description for 
which payment is promised under the colonial regulations, the contractor’s interest will move 
him to receive them, as he will thereby save an expense of agency himself. I believe that a 
system of private bounties would not answer, and that the colony would be seriously inconve- 
nienced by the experiment. The supply of labour would be uncertain ; the demands upon the 
immigration fuud would be uncertain. - The Government would of course be bound to keep in 
hand a sufficient sum to cover the amount of bounties promised by it, though such bounties 
might never be called for ; and thus large sums might be locked up to no purpose, and il to no 
purpose, to the great detriment of the community/because immigration would have been need-; 
lessly suspended, to the extent-to which those sums would have enabled it to be carried on. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 



25 



30. You do not think then, that if the Government were to publish a regulation that a NEW SO I 'Til 

small bounty, say about half the actual cost, would be claimed by private individuals, upon HALES, 
importing labourers to a certain amount, that any scheme could be devised for economising F. L. S. Mere- 

the land fund, so as to make it go farther in importing labour, without being attended with wether. Esq. 

disadvantages which would be seriously felt by the colony ? — I do not. 

31. From your knowledge of the colony, do you think that many employers of labour would 7 ' 

•avail themselves of such a regulation, even though it were published? — I do not; the best 

proof that they would not, is that they failed to do so, when they had the opportunity in 
former years at a rate of bounty sufficiently high to cover the entire cost of the immigrants’ 
passages. 

32. Do you think the immigrant himself could be made to pay any portion of his passage 
money ? — I do not think he could. I have considered the subject very attentively in con- 
nexion with the recently issued notice respecting the introduction of skilled labourers from the 
Continent of Europe, and I do not think it would be practicable for the Government to obtain 
repayment, either directly from the labourer himself, or through his employer, by an advance 
of wages for the purpose. It was proposed by the gentlemen who brought the subject of 
foreign immigration under the notice of Government, some months ago, that the persons who 
engaged the labourers on their arrival, should paydown the passage money to the Govern 
ment and repay themselves out of the labourers’ wages ; but I am quite satisfied that no em 
ployer would pay down 30?. or 40?., or more, on engaging a family out of an immigrant 
ship. 

33. Do you consider that the regulations which you have handed in to the Committee, under 
which tlie Land and Emigration Commissioners now conduct immigration, are most efficient 
for carrying on immigration economically? — The contracts would probably be taken at a lower 
rate, if the contractors were relieved from the selection of the emigrants, and the risk of the 
loss of payment by which it is attended. In a report printed for the Council in the year 1842, 
and in my evidence before the Committee in the same year, I proposed a plan under which 
the business of selecting the emigrants might be separated from that of providing them with 
conveyance to the colony, without much lessening the check on the selection which the colony 
now possesses, and the retention of which has been so much contended for. I proposed that 
persons should be appointed for the selection of the emigrants, in different parts of the United 
Kingdom, and that they should be paid at a certain rate per head for every individual approved 
of by the colonial authorities. There are, doubtless, many half-pay officers of the army and 
navy, and other persons with small fixed incomes, and of high respectability, who would 
gladly undertake such an employment, if appointed by the Government, and I do not see why 
the plan should not answer well. But as I before stated, the regulations referred to have 
worked so well, that I am not prepared to recommend any material modification of them. 

34. Since your last examination have you altered your views in any respect as to the 
number which ought to be imported, so as to keep the class of servants throughout the colony, 
at a moderate rate of wages ?— The labour market has become so deranged by the continued 
stoppage of immigration, that the introduction of a much larger number of persons than that 
which I then mentioned as sufficient for our yearly supply, would be necessary, in order to 
restore it to a healthy state ; an immigration of 20,000 souls in the next 12 months, would 
not he too large. Indeed it would not yield as many labourers as are wanted in the country, 
but there might be a difficulty in distributing them if more than 20,000 were to arrive within 
the year. 

35. That includes the Port Phillip district? — Yes. 

36. {By Mr. Murray .) In the 20,000 you include men, women, and children? — Yes. 

37- What proportion of working men would that give ? — About 7000. 

38. {By the Chairman.) Do you think the land funds of the colony would be an adequate 
security for any loan which may be contracted for resuming immigration to that amount ? 

— The security would be ample for a much larger loan, if it were considered politic to 
raise it. 

39. What would be the probable cost of importing 20,000 men, women, and children? — 

From 250,000?. to 300,000?. Probably not much less than 300,000?. 

40. The interest upon that sum at five per cent, being from 12,500?. to 15,0007. per annum, 
do you not think that the importation of this number of persons would cause such an impetus 
amongst the flockmasters, as would raise the amount of revenue levied upon lands beyond the 
boundaries, so as to cause that fund to bear not only the charge for that interest, but also a 
charge for a much larger amount, together with the means for raising a sinking fund for the 
liquidation of the principal? — The introduction of 20,000 souls in the next year, if it could be 
accomplished, would not, I think, give any such impetus as the question supposes. The 
number of adult male labourers which 20,000 souls would yield, is, as I have before stated, 
about 7000, of whom, according to the proportion hitherto observed, about 2,333 would fall 
to the share of the Port Phillip district, and 4,666 to that of this portion of the colony. In 
this portion of the colony there are 58 police districts, including Sydney, and in each of them 
a demand for additional labourers is stated to exist. Supposing the 4666 immigrant labourers 
to be equally divided among these districts, the share of each would be 80 men, and the 
districts beyoud the boundaries being 19 in number, would receive about 1500 men. The 
distribution which for the sake of illustration I have supposed, is of course imaginarv, but I do 
not think that in reality, the squatting districts in this part of the colony, would get more than 
1500 men, if so many, out of an immigration of 20,000 souls; and so far. from the squatters 
being able to extend their operations and increase their contributions to the revenue by reason 
of the abundant supply of labour, which the question assumes an immigration to that extent 

E 
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would afford, I am inclined to think that except that the men they have would be reduced to 
better order and discipline, they would be little better off for labour than they now are, and 
that they would sorely complain, that whilst the Immigration Fund was almost entirely derived 
from them, the labourers introduced by it were taken up by the residents within the boundaries. 
Such complaints I have already heard made, and as they are likely to be repeated on the 
revival of immi oration, I may be permitted to draw the Committee’s attention to what I believe 
to be the fact, that, at the present time, a much greater number of labourers is employed 
beyond the boundaries, than the contribution of the occupants of those lands to the Immi- 
gration Fund entitles them to. From a return which I have obtained from the Auditor 
General’s office, I find that the following are the receipts on account of licenses to pasture 
stock beyond the boundaries. 



Tear. 


Credited at 
Sydney. 


Credited at 
Melbourne. 


Totals. 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


1837 


3,680 


0 


0 








3,680 


0 


0 


1838 


4,200 


0 


0 


580 


0 


0 


4,780 


0 


0 


1839 


5,650 


0 


0 


695 


0 


0 


6,345 


0 


0 


1840 


7,735 


0 


0 


5,000 


0 


0 


12,735 


0 


0 


1841 


7,000 


0 


0 


6,300 


0 


0 


13,300 


0 


0 


1842 


8,941 


4 


6 


6,890 


0 


0 


15,831 


4 


6 


1843 


8,005 


0 


0 


8,180 


0 


0 


16,185 


0 


0 


1844 


10,142 


15 


6 


9,568 


0 


0 


19,710 


15 


6 


1845 


17,950 


10 


0 


13,839 


12 


6 


31,790 


2 


6 


1846 


19,873 


10 


0 


14,725 


10 


0 


34,599 


0 


0 


Total £ 


93,178 


0 


0 


65,778 


2 


6 


158,956 


2 


6 



The sum of 159,000?., which is shown to be the aggregate amount of these receipts up to the 
end of last year, would not have paid for the passages of more than about 8400 able-bodied 
labourers, and taking into account the married women and children who would be included in 
the immigration, an expenditure of 159,000?. would not have actually brought to the colony 
more than 6000 able-bodied labourers, whereas I find, on reference to the Census of 1841, 
that the number of male labourers and female servants in the districts beyond the boundaries, 
is at least 16,385, of whom 10,192 are in the districts north of that of Port Phillip. The cost 
of introducing these 10,192 adults, independently of any charge on account of married women 
and children, would be about 193,000?. being more by 100,000?. than the amount contributed 
by the squatters in those districts to the Land Fund. But. to revert to the main point in the 
question, there can be no doubt that the revenue derived from: the letting of lands beyond the 
boundaries, which in the year 1846 amounted to 34,995?., will be considerably increased under 
the new system of administration, and that it will afford the means of regularly meeting the 
interest on a considerable loan, to be paid off out of the proceeds of the sale of the lands as 
they may accrue. 

41. Then as far as you could form an estimate of the operation of the regulations about to 
be put in force, for the occupation of Crown lands, you think it probable that there would be 
sufficient funds raised from these sources, to cover die interest for the loan, sufficient to meet 
our wants for some years to come, and alijo a sinking fund towards paying off that loan, even 
though sales of land to a very great extent do not soon take place ? — Having no data on which 
to estimate, either the increase to the revenue which the new adjustment of the rents of lands 
beyond the boundaries will cause, or the preliminary expenses which will be incurred in 
carrying the Order in Council into effect, I am unable to give any definite answer to this 
question. But I scarcely think, that any loan which the Government would consider itself 
warranted in raising upon the security of the net proceeds of these rents for the next eight or 
ten years, would be sufficient to cover the expense of an immigration commensurate with the 
wants of the colony during that period; and immigration, cannot therefore, be carried on at 
the requisite rate, unless it is supported to a considerable extent by the revenue derived from 
the sale of lands, or some other fund besides that furnished by such a loan as the question 
contemplates. 

42. Do you imagine it would be necessary to continue to encourage immigration, or to pay 
for the passages of persons to this colony for the next 10 years ? — I think so, and for a much 
longer period. 

43. Do you not think that after a certain time a sufficient population will be introduced into 
the colony, to make us in a great degree independent, of immigration, by the natural increase 
among ourselves? — I expect that for many years to come, capital will here have a tendency to 
increase much faster than population, and that the advancement of the colony will consequently 
require a continued supply of labourers from those old countries which are in the reverse 
position, in which the growth of population outstrips the means of employment. 

44. Do you not think that after the population of the colony shall have increased to 
500,000, we shall be to a certain extent independent of the importation from abroad? — I do 
not, because even supposing that the population of the colony should increase fast enough to 
supply labourers to work the capital created in the colony, provision must be made for imported 
capital. If capitalists come to the colony unaccompanied by labourers, they will, of course, 
draw away those in the employment of colonial capitalists ; wages will rise, and immigration 
must be resorted to, for the purpose of making up the deficiency. 
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45. You then assume the introduction of a large number of capitalists to compete with those 
in the colony? — Yes. 

46. {By the Auditor- General.) Do you think it would be imprudent on the part of the 
Government, to raise a loan of 250,000?. a-year for four years, for the purpose of introducing 
20,000 immigrants each year? — I am disposed to think it would under present circum- 
stances. 

47. Do you not think the enhanced value of land, and the enhanced revenue that would be 
obtained from the introduction of 80,000 persons, would fully justify such a thing? — The en- 
hanced value which an influx of immigrants would undoubtedly give to the lands of the colony, 
and the increase in the land revenue which would thence arise, might possibly justify the 
Government in incurring and keeping up a debt of nearly as large amount as the average net 
proceeds of the rents of lands beyond the boundaries would pay the interest on ; but I scarcely 
think that the Government would be justified in contracting a debt of 1,000,000?. for immi- 
gration purposes in the next four years. 

48. {By the Chairman .) Do you not consider it to be of immense importance that when 
immigration shall have been once resumed, nothing shall interfere with its steady progress ?— 
Certainly ; at however slow a rate it may flow in, the stream should be constantly kept up. 

49. Is it not your opinion that at present the greatest evil is felt from the total stoppage of 
immigration, leaving the class of labourers to demand, in some instances, almost any wages 
they choose for their services ?— The power of demanding extravagant wages, which the value 
of a labourer’s services now gives him, is a serious grievance, but the power of setting his 
master at defiance, which it also gives him, is a greater. The mere rise in money-wages is a 
matter of small complaint compared with the annoyances aud the losses to which employers 
are subjected through the insubordination and carelessness of their servants. 

50. Have the wages of mechanics increased very much in the last year or two? — Not very 
much in Sydney, but they are now on the rise ; in Melbourne, the increase has been greater. 
The wages in Sydney vary from 4s. 6 d. to 6s. by the day; in Melbourne, from 6s. to 8s. 

51. There, I believe, public works cannot be undertaken from the want of mechanics?— I 
understand so. 

52. What proportion of these 20,000 would you suggest, should be sent to Port Phillip . 
I would propose, that the proportion fixed in former years should be preserved ; that is, that 
about one- third of whatever immigrants may be sent should be landed in the Port Phillip 
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uisi.nct. . 

53. {By the Auditor- General.) Have you any suggestion to make, as to the proportion-ol 
the expense of immigration to be defrayed by English funds, either by parishes or otherwise?— 
In my evidence before the Committee on Immigration in the year 1845, I suggested that an, 
attempt should be made to establish a system under which, out of its parish or county funds,- 
or both, the mother country should contribute towards the removal of emigrants to this colony ; 
a sum equal to that which their removal to the North American colonies would cost. I do not. 
think that we could expect pecuniary assistance from the mother country to a greater extent 
than this, but that we might obtain so much I see no reason to doubt. The expense of con- 
veying emigrants might, if I am rightly informed, be considerably lessened if the Home 
Government would allow the employment on this service of the ships of war which are lying, 
in dock, charging the colony with the expense of sailing them. This suggestion is not, I 
believe, a new one, but if it should be thought worthy of attention, the present appears a very- 
suitable time for bringing it under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, as the high, 
price of shipping would much enhance the value of the measure to the colony, whilst the mer- 
cantile shipping interest would', be but little affected by its adoption. There may be objections 
which do not occur to me to the application of Her Majesty’s ships to this use, but I should 
think that the naval service would be considerably benefited by the opportunity which it would 
afford for the training and employment of a large body of seamen with little or no expense to 
the British public. To carry out this system with complete advantage, the ships thus employed 
might be loaded on their passage home with timber from this colony, there being many binds 
indigenous to New Holland, which are of very durable quality, and in every way well adapted 
for ship-building purposes, and at the same time very easily procurable. A portion of the 
ships might obtain cargoes of spars and flax, (phormium tenax) from the neighbouring colony 
of New Zealand. In such cases the expense of the homeward voyage would be borne by the 
• British Treasury, as the timber and flax might no doubt be advantageously applied to the 
purposes of the Royal Navy. 
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Appendix A. — 1. Statement compiled from Returns from the several Police Districts of the Colony, (not including the 
District of Port Phillip) showing the Rates of Yearly Money-Wanes given in each District, in the first two Quarters of 
the present Year ; food and lodging being provided by the Employers. 



Police District. 


Miles from Syduey. 


Carpenters. 


Smiths, j 


Wheelwrights. 


Bricklayers. 


Masons. 


Labourers. 


Shepherds. 


3 ’g 
1 jj 


1st April 
to 

30th June. 


§ 1 


<2^ 
ts | 


H 


1st April 
to 

30th June. 


3 4 
|sl 


1st April 
30th June. 


1st January 
to 

31st March. 


1st April 
to 

30th June. 


1st January 
to 

31st March 


i-J 
< s 1 -- 

S 1 


1st January 
to 

31st March 


y 
■£ "2 


Within the Limits of Location 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Sydney . . 










33 


28 


38 


33 


34 


33 




30 




31 


22 


23 


23 


24- 


Paramatta 








15 


39 


39 


47 


47 


47 


47 


47 


39 


47 










20 


Liverpool . 








20 


45 


46 


45 


46 


45 


46 


45 


41 


42 


41 




23 


18 


18 


Brisbane Water 








30 






































33 


45 




36 


36 


36 


36 


45 


45 


45 


45 




20 


20 


20 


Campbell Town 








33 


40 


45 


39 


45 


39 


45 


39 


45 


39 


45 


24 


22 


25 


• * 










34 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


40 


40 










Camden . 








39 


35 


35 


28 


28 


28 


28 


28 


28 


30 


30 


19 


19 


20 


20 










49 


35 




35 


35 


35 


35 


30 


30 


35 


35 


18 


IS 


20 


20 


Illawarra . . 








64 


35 


35 


40 


40 


35 


35 


35 


35 


40 


40 


20 


20 


20 


20 










70 




35 




35 




35 




35 




35 


14 


20 


16 


1G 


Hartley . . 








78 


30 




30 


30 


28 


35 


28 




28 




20 


21 


23 


25 


Berrima . . 








81 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


38 


18 


18 


19 


20 


Ravmond Terrace 








85 


47 


47 


47 


47 


47 


47 




47 


47 


47 


18 


18 






Port Stephens 








91 


35 


35 


45 


45 


50 


50 


55 


55 






20 


20 


20 


20 


Wollombi . . 








93 


45 


40 


54 


55 


45 


46 


42 


43 


42 


43 


18 


IS 


18 


18 


Bathurst . . 








113 


30 


35 


35 


35 


30 


35 


30 


35 






22 


22 


22 


24 


Bungonia . . 








117 


25 


25 






20 








30 


30 


20 


20 


18 


20 


Singleton . . 








124 


25 


25 


30 


30 


28 


28 


35 


35 


25 


25 


18 


18 


18 


18 


Goulbum . . 








125 


32 


32 


32 


32 


31 


31 


32 


32 


28 


28 




21 


21 


21 


Maitland . . 








no 




39 




36 


36 


38 


39 


3G 


39 




20 


20 


20 




Paterson . . 








131 






52 


52 














23 


23 


19 


21 










144 


28 


28 


28 


28 






28 


28 






19 


20 


23 


23 


Dungog . . 








150 






















20 


20 


18 




Mudgee . . 








150 


























20 


22 


Muswell Brook 








156 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


35 


35 


35 


35 




18 


18 


22 


Molong . . 








163 


30 


30 


35 


35 


35 


35 










22 


22 


22 


24 


Braidwood 








164 






























Merlon . . 








170 


30 


35 


30 


35 


30 


35 


30 


35 


30 


35 


20 


2.3 


20 


20 


Yass . . . 








179 




38 




29 




31 




33 




33 




23 




23 


Qneanbeyan . 








182 


26 


26 


26 


26 


2G 


26 


26 


26 


2G 


26 


21 


20 


22 


22 


Scone . . . 








182 






















20 


20 


20 


20 










200 


50 


50 


35 


35 


35 


35 






40 




20 


20 


22 


22 


Broulee . . 








209 






















18 


20 


17 




Wellington . 








230 


33 


33 


33 


33 


35 


SS 










23 


23 


22 


28 


Port Macquarie 








278 


25 


25 


30 


30 


25 


25 


23 


23 


23 


23 


23 


23 


23 


27 










335 


35 


35 


30 












40 




22 


20 


22 


22 


Moreton Bay . 








450 


48 


48 


45 


45 


45 


45 


55 


55 


55 


55 


26 


26 


28 


28 


Ipswich . . 








470 


40 


62 




62 




62 


40 


71 






28 


31 


26 


26 


Beyond the Limits of Location 






























, 


Binalong (Lachlan) 






205 


50 


50 




50 


30 


30 


50 


50 




50 


23 


26 


22 


25 


Tumut (Murrurabidgee) 




225 


52 


52 


52 


52 


52 


52 










25 


25 


23 


24 


Wee Waa (Liverpool Plains) 


250 






























M‘Lev River . 








250 


30 


30 


25 


25 














21 


24 


23 


23 


Cnoma ( Maneroo) 






251 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


25 


25 


23 


23 


Eden ( Maneroo) 








258 




40 




43 




38 




43 




45 




27 




27 


Tam worth (Liverpool Plains' 


264 


30 


30 


















23 


23 


23 


23 










270 


38 




38 




30 












22 




24 




Warialdu (Liverpool Plains) 


280 






















23 


23 


23 


23 


Wellingrove (New England) 


330 


30 


50 


















27 


30 


27 


26 


Armidale (New England) . 


334 


30 




30 












30 




25 




25 




Pockataroo (Liverpool Plains 


364 






























Albury (Murrumbidgee 




379 


52 


52 


52 


52 














25 


25 


22 


26 


Grafton (Clarence River) . 


380 


35 


52 


40 


52 


40 


57 




52 




57 


25 


37 


25 


33 


Canning Downs (Darling 


890 


40 


40 


50 


50 










40.. 


40 


30 


30 


2G 


26 


Cassino (Clarence River) . 


430 


35 


35 


30 


30 






25 


40 






25 


25 


25 


25 


Caiubooya (Darling Downs). 


460 


33 


35 


















27 


30 


30 


28 


Deniliquin (Murrumbidgee). 


490 
























30 




28 


Cressbrook (Moreton Bay . 


520 






40 
















26 




28 




Average in Round Numbers. 




36 


38 


38 


39 


36 | 38 


37 


39 


37 


39 


22 


23 


22 


23 



2. Statement compiled from Returns from the several Police Divisions of the District of Port Phillip, showing the Rates 
of Yearly Money-Wages given in each Division, in the first two Quarters of the present Year; food and lodging being 
provided by the Employers. 



District. 


Carpenters. 


Smiths. 


Wheelwrights. 


Bricklayers. 


Masons. 


Farm 

Labourers. 


Shepherds. 


\i 


1st April 
30th June. 


1st January 
to 

31st March 


1st April 
to 

30th June. 


1st January 
to 

31st March 


1st April 
30tli June. 




Is A 


1st January 
to 

31st March 


1st April 
to 

30th June. 


1st January 
to 

31st March. 




i 1 

| ss 


jsj 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 
























28 


28 


28 


28 


Geelong 


60 


50 


60 


40 


£0 


40 


60 


50 


60 


50 


25 


28 


23 




Portland 


40 


45 


40 


43 


40 


43 


43 


45 


43 


45 


29 


30 . 






Murray 


50 


50 


40 


40 


50 


50 


50 


36 




40 


23 


30 


28 




Western Port 


35 


50 


33 


50 




40 


35 


50 


35 


GO 


30 


30 






Gipps Land 




30 




30 








30 






23 


23 


23 


23 


Average in Round Numbers . 


« 


45 


43 


41 


00 


43 


47 


42 


46 


49 


27 


' 28 


28 


28 



Immigration Office, Sydney, Francis L. S. Merewether, 

July 7, 1847. Agent for Immigration. 
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NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

F. L. S. Mere- 
wether, Esq. 

July 7, 1847. 



Appendix C. 

No. i. — E migration Bounty to New South Wales. 

1. The Commissioners of Colonial Lands nod Emigration hereby give not ice, tlmt H" 

Government have decided to —to. .to 

the exteat of 5000 persons or more j the limit being 4000 statute aauits, oi 

‘° 1 however, no longer to consist of the tod sums for — 

regulations, hut to he a rate per statute adult to he ascertained as the Cora . 

3. The fittings and victualling of the ships are to be as good and complete u _ required by 

missioners for {heir own vessels, end to he subject to the full control of colllne 

4. The Commissioners reserve to themselves the power of ell ther ap| point rag sur^oni . or ot c, „g 
upon the contractors to nominate them, subject to every security which may be equ.red to tta r com 
petencv. The payment of the surgeons will bo made as usual by the Colony. The cabm passage 

”1 ™e SrdtatS' “rf e^rlXcriP'nnd character will no longer be required to be sent to 
the office of the Commissioners j but the providing of sufficient proof of their 

to the parties who despatch them ; and the judgment upon them will remain, as heretofore, with the 

'^In'otheTrapects the former regulations on bounty, dated at Sydney, March 3, 1840 and 
October II 1841 so far as regards the selection of emigrants and the former supervision exerct d 

i %%Srh°SvTtet';Sd f Tn“i.o colony, and the Coioninl Government will have instructions to 

and desirous of engaging in it on these terms, are 
invited to send in tenders of the rate per statute adult for which they m 1 undertolte It 

9. The contractors will be at liberty to take a payment not exceeding 11. per statute » dl '‘” r °™ l “ 
emigrants themselves. With this exception, the bounty is to cover tbe whole cost of passage, and n 
tather payment whatever is 10 be t, ken from the passengers. The contractors nr. to supply to, al 
their emigrants new bedding, small boxes for linen, and kmves nnd forks, So., in addtlton to n proper 

SU 10. y Thrt e endem°tfbe for one or more sets of 500 udults each, subject to an ultimate addM™ or 
diminution not exceeding 10 per cent, with the consent of tbe Commissioners, in order to suit the 
numbers to the size of the vessels employed. ■n WUSn . 

. . 11. One-third as nearly as may be of the whole number will be required to go to 1 ort 1 hilhp , 

the^resUo Sydney t£) be despatcbed f rom the 1st of January to tbe 15th of February, inclusive. 

13. The parties will be required to bind themselves under penalty, and to be prepared to give 

security if demanded, that not less than one-third nor more than one-half the number of people for 
whom they contract shall be despatched by the 31st of December, 1843, and that all the remainder be 
despatched by the 1st of June, 1844. , • , rr a _ e tj 

14. Tenders to be addressed to the Secretary, and marked on the oU i tslde Tender ^ Bounty 

Emigration.” They will be opened at this office, at one o’clock p. m. on Wednesday, the 26th inst ; 
and parties tendering must atteud personally or by agents authorized to act on their behalf. The 
Commissioners do not pledge themselves to take the lowest tender. No further form of tender is 
necessary than that the party offers to obtain and carry out to New South Wales ■ sets of emigrants 
equal to 500 statute adults, at per statute adult, on the terms stated in the Commissioners notice, 

dated July 15, 1843. _ , _ i 

By order of the Board, 

9, .Perk-street, Westminster, S. Walcott, Secretory. 

July 15, 1843. 

The subjoined copies of the regulations on emigration, dated at Sydney, 3rd March, 1840, and 
11th October, 1841, have been printed for the convenience of parties who may have occasion to 

U Colonial Secretary’s Office. 

Sydney, 3rd March, 1840. 

1. With a view to the further encouragement of the introduction into the colony of useful and 
respectable agricultural labourers, and mechanies from the United Kingdom, his Excellency tlie 
Governor is pleased, in accordance with the recommendation of the Committee of the Legislative 
Council on Immigration in their Report of 12th November, 1839, to revise the regulations published 
in the Government Notices of 25th September, and 18th November, 1837, and 30th- April, 1838, and 
directs it to be notified, that a pecuniary aid to the amount and under the conditions hereinafter 
specified, will be granted to those persons who shall be at the charge of bringing into New South 
Wales, from the United Kingdom emigrants of the following description, viz. : — 



Agricultural labourers, 
Shepherds, 

Carpenters, 

Smiths, 



Wheelwrights, 

Bricklayers, 

Masons, • 

Female domestic and farm servants. 



(1.) The sum of 38Z. will he granted as a bounty towards defraying the expense of the 
passage of every married man of any of the foregoing descriptions, and his wife, 
neither of whose ages shall exceed, on embarkation, forty years. 

(2.) The sum of bl. will also be paid for each child between the ages of one and seven years ; 
of 10 1. for each child between the ages of seven and fifteen years; and of 15Z. for 
each child above fifteen years, for whose parents, or either of them, the foregoing 
bounty is allowed, but for no other children. 

(3.) A sum of 19 1. will also be allowed for every unmarried female domestic or farm servant 
whose age [shall not be below fifteen, nor above thirty years, who shall come ou 
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July 7, 1847. 



under the protection of a married couple, as forming part of the family, and destined ^JOUTH 

to remain with it until such female be otherwise provided for. 

(4.) A bounty of 19/. will also be allowed for every unmarried male mechanic or agncul- p. L. S. Mere- 

tural labourer of any trade or calling as above enumerated, above the age of eighteen, wether. Esq. 
and not exceeding thirty years, brought out by a person who, at the same time, brings 
out an equal number of females, accompanying aud attached to a family, as herein- 
before described. 

II. With a view to encourage attention to the health, comfort, and improvement of the emigrants 
during the passage, the selection of well-informed medical men to fill the office of Surgeon super- 
intendent, and a zealous co-operation with them on the part of the officers of the ship, the following 
gratuities have been established, viz. : — 

A oratuitv of 10s. 6 d. per head for every emigrant brought out under these Regulations, and. 
including children under one year, to the Surgeon Superintendent in charge, upon the 
Government being satisfied of the zealous and efficient performance of his duties. 

A Gratuity of 3s. to' the Master, of Is. 6 d. to the First Mate, and of Is. each to the Second 
and Third Mates, for every such emigrant brought out in the ships to which they belong, 
provided that the Government be satisfied of their attentive, humane, and orderly conduct 
towards the emigrants. , „ , , . , , „ 

The Surgeon Superintendent will be allowed, where the number of bounty emigrants shall 
exceed 100, to appoint' an Hospital Assistant, to whom, if recommended by him ana 
approved by the Government, a gratuity of 3/. will be granted To preserve order and 
cleanliness amongst the emigrants, the Surgeon Superintendent will also be allowed to 
appoint overseers in the proportion of one for every fifty emigrants, who, upon being 
recommended and approved as above, will be entitled to a gratuity of 21. each. Also a 
teacher for the children, who, in proportion to the numbers and to the satisfactory proots 
of his good conduct, will be rewarded by a gratuity not exceeding 5/. In consideration 
of these advantages, it will be the duty of every Surgeon Superintendent of a vessel on the 
bounty system to establish a school on board, selecting the fittest person he can for the 
teacher, and to assemble the passengers every Sunday morning for public worship, which 
he is to conduct with all proper seriousness and devotion. 

III. — In consideration of raising the bounties to the scale hereby established, the parties claiming 

them, or their agents, will be required to provide the emigrants with suitable accommodation on 
shore, or allow them to remain on board the ships by which they arrive, for a period not exceeding 
10 clear days from the time of their coming to anchor, aud to supply them with a ration at least 
equivalent to that they received at sea. , . 

IV . —Before any payments are made under these regulations, the emigrants on whose account 
they are claimed will be required to present themselves before a Board appointed by the Governor to 
inspect persons of this description, to whom the adults are to exhibit testimonials ol good character 
signed by clergymen and respectable inhabitants of note in the places of their former residence ; with 
which testimonials it is necessary that every family and single person for whom the bounty is claimed 
be provided. If the Board shall be satisfied with these testimonials, and that the persons presenting 
themselves are within the prescribed ages (to be established where possible, by the production of 
copies or extracts of the registry of their baptism, duly certified by the parish minister or other proper 
officer!, of good bodily health aud strength, and in all other respects likely to be useful members of 
their class in society, a certificate to such effect will be granted by the Board, or if the emigrants be 
landed at Melbourne, by his Honour the Superintendent, and this being presented at the Colonial 
Secretary's Office in Sydney, a warrant will be immediately issued for the payment of the sum to 
which the person bringing the emigrants out shall become entitled under this notice. 

V. — In addition to the foregoing certificates, the importer will be required to satisfy the Board 

that tlie emigrants have been duly supplied with a sufficiency of good and wholesome provisions and 
water, the latter in the proportion of at least three quarts per day for every emigrant, and with 
reasonable comfortable accommodation. , . ,, .... , 

VI. — It will be the duty also of the Board to inquire strictly whether the conditions upon which 
the gratuities hereby established in favour of tba Surgeon Superintendent, and office™ of the ship, 
have been dulv fulfilled, and to report, for the infonnatioo of his Excellency the Governor the 
grounds npon which they may recommend the gratuities to be paid or withheld, as the ease may be 

VII —Any persons desiring to avail themselves of these bounties are required to transmit to the 
Colonial Secretary, at Sydney, a list specifying, as nearly as circumstances wti permit, the number, 
condition, and calling of the persons they propose to bring out, and whether to Sydney or to 

M Vll”— It is to be understood that bounties will not be allowed for any persons brought out, unless 
the claimant shall have transmitted to the Colonial Secretary the list required by the foregoing 
paragraph, and shall have received in reply an intimation of its being the intention of this Government 
to .mot a bounty on the introduction of the persons described therein. This document the claimant 
wilt he required to produce to the Board, and to prove to their satisfaction that the emigrants have 
been imported in pursnance thereof. In order to guard against the inconvenience of lohg outstanding 
claims against the Government, bounties will not be allowed unless the emigrants described m the 
application shall he presented to the Board within two years after the date of the notification of accept- 
anee by the Colouial Secretary. ... 

IX. — It is to be distinctly understood that parties claiming bounties under the Regulation ot 
25th September, 1837, will only be entitled to receive them according to the scale therein set • forth, 
on account of any emigrants who may sail from the United Kingdom previously to the 1st day of July, 

1840 ; but, for any who sail after that date, they will become entitled to the increased bounties aud 
gratuities established by the present Regulation. ....... 

X. — It is also to be understood that no expense whatever attendant upon the introduction of these 

emigrants will be defrayed bv Government, excepting the bounties and gratuities herembefon i men- 
tioned; and that the wives and families of soldiers in regiments xn this colony, or in Van ^men s 
Land, and of persons serving under sentence of transportation in either colony, are excepted from the 
present regulations. j, 2 
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XI —To prevent misapprehension and disappointment, anti to ensure a strict adherence to the 
principle of thU r.ml.tion.it i, proper to state that the qualifications of entrants brought ou under 
Ft wi be Ur S, Sroed. Pa>Ues, therefore. »ho m«J introduce emigrants not qualified by age, 
will do so entirely at their own risk, and wtll have no elrnm on the 
Government to obtain the bounties offered by the present notice. 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 
October 11, 1841. 

With reference to the Regulations dated 3rd March, 1840, and 30th March and 18lh August, 1841, 
his Excellency the Governor is pleased to direct it to be notified that, la "' c0 .' d ““ ”‘f J he 27th JuW 
mendalion of the Committee of the Legislative Council ou Emigration, in their report of the 27th July, 
1841, bounties will, in future, be paid on married couples, although above 40 years, it not exceeding 
50 years of age, provided they be still hale and capable of work ; and that ,n consideration of every 
two^years by which their age may exceed 40, they be accompanied by at least one child above the 
age of 10 years, viz. : — 

, , (they must be ac-) 

- 40, hut under 42 years, ■> by j 

” ” 40 46 ,’ , Three ditto 10 

40 48 , , Four ditto 10 

’ ’ ’ ’ 40 50 , , Five ditto 10 

But, if either parent be above 50 years of age, no bounty will be paid on account of any member of 
the family, unless qualified as a single man or woman under the Regulations. 

It is also to be understood that parties between the ages of 40 and 50 years, who may be accom- 
panied by children under 10 years, if in addition to the requisite number above that age, will not be 
considered ineligible on that account, nor will bounty be withheld on such children, provided that the 
family be in all other respects qualified according to these Regulations, and those contained in the 
notices above referred to. . „ „ 

(True copies.) S. Walcott, Secretary. 

9, Park-street, Westminster, July, 1843. 



If the father or mother, or) 
both, be above the age ofj 



• One child above 10 years. 
Two children 10 



No. 2. 

Specification for fitting Emigrant Ships under Bounty to New South Wales. 

Bed-places, fyc. 

The bed-places of two heights along the whole length of the ship on both sides, or such portions of 
the belween-decks as may be required for the number to be carried ; to be securely fixed, not less 
than 2 inches from the side of the vessel, and to be divided and constructed as follows : — Bed-places 
for married people, children, and single women, to be divided into berths of 6 feet by 3 feet in the 
clear; for the single men into berths for each, of 6 feet by 22 inches in the clear; the former to be 
divided by $ inch plank, not less than 23 inches nor more than 2£ feet high ; the latter, and those 
for single women, by $ inch plank, 1 foot high. The boards at head and foot of the berths to be 
11 inches by 1 inch. The bottom boards to be -J inch, and the lower bottoms to be 6 inches from the 
deck, and ledged in separate pieces, to remove for cleanliness. A row of stanchions to be fixed for 
the erection of the berths, at intervals of 3 feet, to consist of fir 2$ inches square, or alternately 
3 inches by 3 inches and 3 inches by 2 inches, cleated at head and heel with elm cleats, 1£ inch 
thick; fore and aft pieces to run along the sides, 3 inches by 2-J- inches, and along the stanchions, 
3 inches by 2 inches; a cross-bearer to he placed at each stanchion on the fore and aft pieces, con- 
sisting of 3 inches up and down by 2 inches fore and aft.* The whole of the fittings to be planed. 

Tables, Benches, Shelves, fyc. 

Two shelves 11 inches wide, with ledgings on each side, in the midships. Three hat-pins in each 
stanchion. Side benches in front of the lower bed-places, of 1 inch planed deal, and 11 inches in 
width, with elm brackets al every 6 feet. A range of ledged tables to be placed throughout the mid- 
ship part of the ship, of inch plank; each table to be from 3^- feet to 4 feet wide, and strongly fixed, 
with raised battens beneath them, at the proper distance apart, to hold the water beakers. Benches 
to be placed in front of the tables, properly secured to the legs, and three battens underneath the 
benches, to serve as a plate-rack, two of them forming a bottom, and one in front, to keep the articles 
from rolling. Strong and substantial ladders for each hatchway. 

Bulkhead. To separate Single Men. 

A louvre work strong partition, with door lock and bolt, to separate a space in the fore part of the 
ship for single men, to enclose the fore hatchway ; the battens of the louvre work to be i inch by 
4 ^. inches, and 1-J- inch apart; the stanchions to be 2f inches square, placed at about 3 feet from 
each other; but the bulkhead dividing the births to be close, and grooved and tongued. A similar 
partition to separate the single women on one side, in the after part of the ship, before the female 
hospital. 

Hospitals. 

The female hospital to be fitted on one side in the extreme after-part of the ship, separated from 
the between decks iu the upper part by a louvre work partition; the door to be fitted with lock and 
bolt. Not less than four single berths, 2 feet wide, and one double berth, with benches in front ; a 
table for the surgeon, and a dispensary, with lock and key, and whatever shelving may be necessary; 



* This is for the upper berths. The lower berths are to have two cross-bearers under each berth. 
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also a portable water-closet, with a slight partition two-thirds high, to screen it from view. A male 
hospital to be fitted abreast of the fore hatchway, with a scuttle in it; to have four single berths, a 
small table, benches, and a shelf; the berths to have boarding next the side, and all to be planed ; 
portable water-closet, fitted the same as in the female hospital. 



Water-closets. 

Three water-closets to be fitted below, fixed, with patent valves ; the seats to be fitted with a hinged 
flap ; the side bulkheads to be grooved and tongued with a thin cross lining, to prevent smell ; the 
doors of inch plank, and fitted with latch bolts and strong hinges. The cisterns, on each side on 
deck, to be 3 feet in length by 1 foot 3 inches in width, and 2 feet 3 inches in depth ; the sides to be 
li inch fir ; the ends 1£ inch elm ; 3 inches more in depth' than the sides, in order to keep the 
cisterns clear of the deck, with a flap top, and a compartment of i inch elm, with holes to strain the 
water on being put into the cistern; the whole, except the rop, to be lined with lead. One of the 
water-closets to be fixed on each side abreast of the main hatchway, and one, for the single women, 
next the female hospital, to be supplied with water by lead pipe, from cistern in midships; lead pump 
to be fixed over the side, to fill the cistern. Two common round houses on deck ; the shoot to carry 
off the soil to be lined with lead ; the dimensions to be 2 feet 4 inches fore and aft, 3 feet aLhwart 
ships, and from 54 feet to 6 feet in height; to consist of 1 inch planed deal, and the top of 1* inch; 
the whole to be ploughed and tongued. In large ships, of course, an extra water-closet may be 
requisite. 

Ventilation. 

Ships should have stern ports, and be fitted in the sides with patent brass or iron frame scuttles, at 
a distance from each other of from 10 feet to 12 feet. It is very important that a scuttle should be in 
each water-closet, or, if circumstances prevent this, a large screw light ventilator m the deck, to pre- 
serve cleanliness by light and air. Gratings for the hatchways and a windsail tor each. 



Requisites. 

An approved cooking apparatus, with hot plate, large oveu, and standing boilers, with two movable 
boilers, one of which for tea, with a cock, a proper stand, with a covering at the top to be prepared 
for the hearth. Proper tarpaulins, awnings, &c. ; a life-buoy ; good boats ; safety lamps to be kept 
burning all night, the number in proportion to the size of the ship and number of the people. 

The space for the passengers’ luggage, to be set apart in the hold, to be at the rate of 15 cubic feet 
for every adult passenger. . . . . ... ..... 

The ship to be approved by the Commissioners, and not to be of an inferior description to such as 
are classed on the red dipthong at Lloyd’s. The height to be not less than 6 feet 4 inches between 
decks, or 5 feet 6 inches from deck to beam. The crew to be in the proportion of five men and a boy 
to each 100 tons of the old registered burthen of the ship. . . . . . . . 

The mattresses and bolsters should be flights, of 7 lbs. to the foot, 3 feet wide, in strong striped 
cotton ticks, for married people, children, and single women ; blankets 9i, 5$ lbs. to the pair ; 
counterpanes of same size. Beds for single men, cotton would he sufficient, 22 inches wide, one of 
the above size blankets, and a eoanterpane. The small hoi with lock and key, together with knives 
and forks, and the bedding, to belong to the emigrants. . , ., , . 

Extra mattresses of flights, with blankets, counterpanes, and a pair of sheets, to be provided for 

each bed place in the hospitals. . ... „ , 

1 By Order of the Board, 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, Walcott, Secretary. 

9 Park-street, Westminster, 

August 5, 1843. 



Bounty Rules. — New South Wai.es Emigration. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

9, Park-street, Westminster, September 8, 1843. 



Ship. 

1. The ship must be of the first class in Lloyd’s register, not lower than the red dipthong, with 

a star. When a ship is selected, she is to be immediately notified to the Commissioners, and to their 
officer at the port where she is, that he may report upon her to the Board. II. will be competent to 
the Commissioners, when they see occasion, to order a survey, at the contractor’s expense, in dry 
dock. No ship can be taken which is of less height than 6 feet 4 inches between decks, or 5 feet 6 
inches from deck to beam. , , , , , , . „ , 

2. The ship should be thoroughly cleared of all kinds of vermin ; the hold properly cleansed ; 
and, if the ballast used be shingle, it should be washed and screened to prevent injurious effects in 
hot weather from the dirt and sand which it is liable to contaiu. The between-decks to be painted 

white, including the under part of the upper deck and beams. ■ 

3. The crew is to be in the proportion of five men and a boy to each 100 tons of the old registered 

burthen of the ship. . , . , 

4. The cargo not to include salt or gunpowder, or other articles known of deletenousness to health 
or danger to the vessel. Horses and cattle cannot be allowed to be takeu on freight in ships carrying 
emigrants under Government. This will uot of course interfere* with a proper supply of live stock, 



and a cow for milk. , , a- 

5. The fittings to be according to a specification, of which a printed form may be had at the o ce 
of the Commissioners, or at the office of the Government Emigration Agent at the port. 

6. There are also to be on board— in addition to the articles stated in the specification of stings— 
sufficient filterers, flour scales and weights, pewter, wooden, and tin measures, a coffee-mill and cottee 
roasters, swing-stoves and head-pump, birch and hair brooms, buckets, deck scrapers, o y-s ones 
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and sand, and a„ ota »«b for tie clean, inesa of the ship and the conafortah.e accomodation 
0f ? SS™t b. given to the Government Elation Agent of the intended plan of la Jmg 
out the fittings. . , , . t t . h(i keDt dulv clear for the working of the ship and the 

exe^cSofthepeopK 1 All provisions are to' h A^i? > ^l y at tS'Sto oTnot less 
KrS.TiSft.'JSSi” “Swerved in the hold for the emigrants' baggage, .object to 
no charge whatever. 

Didary, Water , Medicine! mi Medical Comfort!, Mm VlmsUe, lie. 

9. The emigrants are to be victualled according to the scale in Appendix A. 

10. A list is also annexed of the medical comforts , me j idM8 according to a scale which 
rrrtfe'cVmissionV or of the Government Emigration Agent at the 

wMch i. is rszziXfxv as 

S S “ d o c^rred, and constructed of staves of not loss than one 

inch in thickness. mattresses bolsters, blankets, and counterpanes, 

13. The emigrants are to be provided with new ma trea» DO ^ oM m0 „ u ,. 8 Unen, &e. ; 

and with a small lock-up box 15 inches square, pe » drinking mug; the whole of which 

One mess kit, with handle. , . . , , 

& 

Two three-pint tin pots, with covers and bar-hooks, for boiling water. 

Two water-beakers of two gallons each, properly slung for use. 

One potato net. 

Withwo ad^itionof one-fourth to provide against loss or breakage. These article, are not 
to belong to the emigrants after arrival. 

15. The Commissioners or their officers are to have every facility for the inspection of all the pro- 
visions and stores. 

Berthing. 

lfi The emigrants ought to he berthed according to their natural connexions, and so as to place 
another those whose ^ 

single men and single women; and separate hospitals are to be fitted for males and females, as pro- 
S for in Se specification mentioned in clause 5. No more than three children are on any account 
To be placed in one berth; and, as far as possible, not more than two children above the age of 10 
years P ought to be in the same berth; and boys and girls above that age must not be berthed 
together. 

Surgeon. 

18 The Commissioners have undertaken the appointment of the Surgeon ; but iu cases where the 
contractors, who are to be the losers by any sickness or mortality, wish to point out a tried burgeon 
' who already has their confidence, the Commissioners will be prepared to lend every due weight to 
their recommendation, subject to the necessary inquiries by the Commissioners themselves. 

19. The Surgeon’s cabin passage out, and mess, to be at the charge of the contractors. 



Gratuities. 

The following gratuities will be allowed, viz. ; — ........ 

1 20. To the Surgeon, 10s. per head on every emigrant landed in the colony, without distinction ol 
age, and including children under one year, provided the Colonial Government be satisfied of the 
zealous and efficient performance of his duties. . . . 

21. To the Master, 3s. per statute adult; to the Mate or person who serves out the provisions, is. 

per statute adult ; provided the Government be satisfied of their attentive, humane, and orderly conduct 
respectively towards the emigrants. . 

22. To any emigrant appointed to act as schoolmaster, a gratuity not exceeding 5t. in ships or 
average size; to the constables, any sum not exceeding 21. each; and to the hospital assistant, 3f. 
But it is expected that not more than one constable for every 40 or 50 persons will be requisite, and 
the total amount of gratuities to emigrants is, in any event, not to exceed 10Z. in ships carrying 1 not 
more than 200 statute adults, nor the rate of Is. 6 d. per head on the whole of the statute adults in 

lar 23^ By^the Sydney Regulations, dated 3rd March, 1840, it is the duty of the Immigration Board 
there to inquire strictly whether the conditions upon which gratuities are established in favour of the 
Surgeon Superintendent and officers of the ship have been duly fulfilled, and to report, for the 
information of the Governor, the grounds upon which they recommend the gratuities to be paid or 
withheld. , 

24. The contractors will he held reponsib'.e that neither they, nor the owners of any ship they 
charter, attempt in any way, directly or indirectly, to appropriate to themselves any of the advantages 
of the foregoing gratuities; and any infraction of this rule will be severely visited by a heavy deduc- 
tion of bounties. 
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Selection of Emigrants. 

25. The responsibility for the selection of the emigrants, and the providing of sufficient proof of their 
fitness, is left entirely to the contractors, and the judgment upon the emigrants will remain, as here- 
tofore, with the Colonial Authorities. 

26. The former regulations on bounty, dated at Sydney, 3rd March, 1840, and 11th October, 1841, 
remain in force as far as regards the selection of emigrants •, and for the convenience of parties con- 
cerned, the substance is subjoined in the six following articles, of such parts of those regulations as 
relate to this subject : — 

27. The eligible classes are stated in the Sydney Regulations as follows: — 



Agricultural labourers, 
Shepherds, 

Carpenters, 

Smiths, 



Wheelwrights, 

Bricklayers, 

Masons, 

Female domestic and farm servants, 
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28. The age of married couples, not having children above the age of 10 years, is not to exceed on 

embarkation 40 years. , , , c „ , 

29. But if accompanied by one or more children above 10 years, and still hale aud capable of work, 
the age of the parents may be increased according to the following scale : — 

If the age of the father orl 4Q . . d 42 years I tlie y musl ; *>e ac "l()ne child above 10 years, 

mother, or both, be above/ 4U ’ Dut U ° y 5 1 compamed by / 



40 


44 


, , Two children 


10 


40 


46 


, , Three 


ditto 


10 


40 


48 


, , Four 


ditto 


10 


40 


50 


, , Five 


ditto 


10 



But if either parent be above 50 years of age, no bounty will be paid on account of any member of 
the family, unless qualified as a single man or woman under the regulations. Parties between the 
an-es of 40 and 50 years, admissible under the preceding rule, will not be considered ineligible if also 
accompanied by children under 10 years of age, nor will bounty be withheld on such children, pro- 
vided that the family be in all other respects qualified according to the regulations. 

30 Unmarried females are to be domestic or farm servants, not below 15 nor above 30 years of 
ao-e at the time of embarkation, and are to go out under the protection of a married couple as forming 
part of the family, and destined to remain with it until such female be otherwise provided tor. 

31 Unmarried males are to be agricultural labourers or mechanics of any trade or calling above 
enumerated, not below IS nor above 30 years of age at the time of embarkation. Their number is 
not to exceed the number of females who are brought out at the same time by the same party. 

32. The wives and families of soldiers of regiments in the colony, or iu Vail Diemens Land, and 
■of persons serving under sentence of transportation in either colony, are not eligible for bounty. 

Note.— Of the two Rules numbered .'30 and 31, the following constructions have been 
sanctioned: — , 

So far as regards protection, it will suffice that a single woman, it not younger than 18, be 
placed under the bona fide protection of a married couple, who may be willing to under- 
take that she shall form part of their family during the voyage, and at least a fortnight 
after its termination. The written engagement of the married man to this effect, and the 
acknowledgment of it by both parties before the Commissioners’ Agent at the port of 
embarkatiou, and the Surgeon Superintendent, will he admitted as evidence of the 
arrangement, but will not avail against such misconduct on the part of the single female 
as shall constitute a presumption that the protection must have been illusory, or her pre- 
vious character bad. 

Witb regard to equality in the numbers of single men and single women, the contractors 
will be allowed to balance the numbers upon the result of their whole emigration, and 
not upon the numbers in each ship. The disallowance of bounty on a single female 
judged objectionable, will not involve the rejection of a single man as having, on that 
account, become in excess of the regular number. 



Conditions of Payment. 

33. The price per statute adult named in the tender of each contractor is to be the bounty payable 
in respect of all emigrants landed by him, and approved by the Colonial Government. 

34. The following are copies of the 4th, 5th, and 11th Articles of the Sydney Regulations, dated 
3rd April, 1840, being the parts that bear directly on payment : — 

« IV.— Before any payments are made under these regulations, the emigrants on whose 
account they are claimed will be required to present themselves before a Board 
appointed by the Governor to inspect persons of this description, to whom the adults 
are to exhibit testimonials of good character, signed by clergymen and respectable 
inhabitants of note in the places of their former residence; with which testimonials it 
is necessary that every family and single person, for whom the bounty is claimed, be 
provided. If the Board shall be satisfied with these testimonials, and that the persons 
presenting themselves are within the prescribed ages (to be established, where pos- 
sible, by the production of copies or extracts of the registry of their baptism, duly 
certified by the parish minister, or other proper officer), of good bodily health and 
strength, and in all other respects likely to be useful members of their class m society, 
a certificate to such effect will be granted by the Board, or, if the emigrants be landed 
at Melbourne, by his Honour the Superintendent, and, this being presented at the 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, in Sydney, a warrant will he immediately issued for the 
payment of the sum to which the persons bringing the emigrants out shall become 
entitled under this notice.* 

* The governor has been requested to let the payment for ships at Port Phillip be made there, if local 
circumstances will permit 
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“V. In addition to the foregoing certificates, the importer mil be required to .satisfy the 
Board that the entrants have been duly supplied with a sufficiency of good and 
wholesome provisions and water, the latter in the proportion of at leas three quart, 
per da, for every emigrant, and with reasonable comfortable accommodation. 

“XI. To prevent misapprehension and disappointment, and to ensure a strict adherence 
to the principle of this regulation, it is proper to slate that the qualifications of 
emigrants brought out under it will be strictly construed. Parties, therefore, who may 
introduce emigrant, not qualified by age, calling, character, or otherwise, will do so 
entirely at thefr own risk, and will have no claim on the Government to obtain the 
bounties offered by the present notice.” 



35. All publications by which poor persons are invited by the contractors to emigrate are to be 

submitted to the Commissioners. , . _ • , 

36. The contractors will be at liberty to take a sum, not exceeding 1Z. per statute adult, from the 
emigrants themselves; and where this has been done, the money may be forfeited if the parties do 
not come forward to embark. No further payment whatever is to be taken from the passengers. 

37. About one-third of the emigrants will be required by the Commissioners to be sent to lort 

Phillip ; the rest to Sydnev. , . _ , . . . 

38. No emigrants to be despatched from the 1st of January to the 15th of February inclusive. 

39 When all the arrangements are complete and the ship is sailing, the Commissioners Agent 
will if no objection have occurred, issue a certificate in the form contained in the Appendix U It the 
ship sails from one port, and calls in at another for part or all of her passengers, the Commissioners 
agent at each port will issue a certificate of similar purport, adapted to the extent of las supervision. 
Without the certificate named in this Article, bounty will not be claimable. 



(Appendix A, referred to in the foregoing Rules.) 

Dietary Scale. 

This is the scale fot each adult. Women receive the same as men ; children between 1 and 14 
receive one-half. No ration for infants under one year. . . 

The same issues are to continue on the same days of the week as below ; thus giving pork three 
times a-week, and beef twice, throughout the voyage. 
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(a) The biscuit must not be below the second quality of that article. 
h) Prime new Irish or Hamburg East India beef, and prime Irish mess pork. 

(c) From September to March, inclusive, parties will have the option of taking a supply of fresh potatoes for the first 
month or six weeks, substituting one pound for the quarter of a pound of preserved potato. 



While in port, and for one or two days afterwards, if practicable, one pound of fresh meat and one 
pound of soft bread per adult, to be issued, with a suitable supply of vegetables, in lieu of the salt and 
preserved meat, and of the flour, suet, raisins, rice, and peas. 

It will be in the discretion of the Surgeon Superintendent to issue three times a-week, to children 
under 7, four ounces of rice or three ounces of sago, in lieu of salt meat. 



A supply of medical comforts 
adults : — 

1 cwt. of oatmeal. 

28 lbs. of West India arrow-root. 

' 56 lbs. of Scotch barley. 

150 lbs. of sago. 

50 lbs. of preserved beef. 

400 pints of lemon juice, iu wickered stone bottles 
of five gallons each. 

300 lbs. of sugar. 

12 bottles of port wine. 



statute 

12 bottles of sherry wine. , 

100 gallons of approved stout, including at least 
six dozen of bottled stout. 

10 gallons of brandy. 

10 gallons of rum. 

10 gallons of vinegar. 

6 dozen pints of preserved milk. 

1 cwt. of chloride of lime. 

1 cwt. of marine soap. 



(Appendix B, referred to in the foregoing Rules.) 

Medical Comforts. 

is to be put on board in the following proportion to 100 



The emigrants have no right to the medical comforts as to the articles of dietary, but they are to 
be issued exclusively at the discretion of the surgeon, whether for the sick or to preserve health. 
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(Appendix C, referred to in the foregoing Rules.) 

General Certificate for Ships sailing with Emigrants on Bounty. 

Ship ; 

Port of 

Date_ 1S4 . 

I hereby certify that the emigi'ants in this vessel appear to be proceeding on the voyage freely, and 
without any undue influence or misrepresentation having been employed on the part of the claimants 
of the bounty, or their agents, to induce them to emigrate, and that the ship appears to me in every 
respect sound, seaworthy, and properly manned, and not stowed in any objectionable manner; and 
provided with all things requisite for the sustenance, health, and necessary comfort of the emigrants 
during the voyage. 

Signed. . 

Government Emigration Agent. 

N.B. — If the ship touches at any outport, and takes in emigrants, this certificate is to be counter- 
signed by the Commissioners’ officer there. 

Countersigned 

Port 

Date 

By Order of H. M. Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 

S. Walcott, Secretary. 
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No. 4. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commission, 
15th September, 1843. 



List of Medicines, fyc., required to be put on Board for every Hundred Persons. 



8 Acaci® Gummi Pulv. 

2 Acid. Nitric, j Carefully packed 

2 , , Muriat. > in small case, 

6 , , Sulphur.] with sand. 

8 Alumen. 

3 Antimon. Tartaris. 

2 Ammon. Carbon. 

J Argenti. Nitras. 

8 Cerat. Calamin®. 

8 , , Resin*. 

0 , , Alb. 

8 Cret®. p. ptae. 

12 Emplas. Lytt®. 

8 , , Plumbi. 

6 Gum Camphor. 

8 Bals. Copaib®. 

4 Ext. Coloc. Comp. 

1 , , Opii. Colat. 

2 Ferri Sulph. 

1 Hydrarg. Submur. 

1 , , Oxymuriat. 

0 Pulv. Jalap. 

4 , , Ipecac. 

2 , , ,, C. 

8 Liq. Ammon. Pur. 

± Morphii Acetat. 

0 Magnesi® Sulph. 

4 ,, Ust. 

1 01. Menth. Pip. 

4 Potass® Nitras Pulv. 

0 Sod® Carbon. 

0 Pulv. Potass. Supertart. 

^ , , Antimonialis. 

^ , , Cinnam. C. 

1 , , Kino. C. 

8 , , Rh®i. Ind. 

6 Pil. Hydrarg. 

1 Sulph. Quiuin®. 

12 Fol. Seen®. 

4 Sp. Ammon. C. 

4 Sp. Ether. C. 

4 , , Nitras. 

1 Pulv. Scill®. 

4 Tinct. Opii. 

2 , , Digitalis. 

0 ,, Rh®i. 

8 Ung. Hyd. Fort. 



if 

E-i 



lb. oz. 

0 1 Ung. Hydrar. Nitras. 

1 0 Flor. Sulphur. 

0 2 Zinc. Sulph. Purif. 

2 0 Fine Tow. 

2 0 Common ditto. 

1 8 Linteum Opt. 

0 8 Sp. Terebinth. Rect. 

0 4 , , Vim Rect. 

0 8 Lin. Saponis. 

0 12 Acid. Tartaric. 

5 0 Pulv. Sem. Lin. 

1 0 Tinct. Senn®. 

3 0 01. Ricini. Opt. 

0 J , , Tiglium Croton. 

0 4 Plumbi Superacet. 

1 0 Ammon. Muriat. 

1 0 Calx Ilecens. — Stopped bottle. 
0 1 Pil. Hyd. Submur. 

0 1 Liq. Asen. 

0 1 Cupri Sulph. 

0 4 Rad. Gentian Incis. 

0 1 Acet. Colchici. 

0 8 Liq. Plumbi Acet. 

0 1 Tinct. Ferri Mur. 

0 1 P. Sod®. Boracis. 

0 8 Sod® Tart. 

0 8 01. Lini S. S. 

0 4 Pulv. Gambogi®. 

0 4 Emp. Resin®. 

0 1 Ergot of Rye. 

0 1 Hydrodati. Potass. 

0 J Ext. Conium. 

0 i , , Hyoscyam. 

0 2 Vin. Sem. Colchici. 

0 2 Conf. Arom. Pulv. 

0 1 Pulv. Creta C. 

14- yds. Emp. Resim®. Estens. 

2 Male Syringes. 

1 Female ditto. 

1 2-oz. graduated Glass Measure. 

1 Bolus Knife. 

■ 2 doz. assorted Phials. 

1 gross Phial Corks. 

6 yds. Flannel. 

6 yds. Calico. 

2 Sponges. 

1 Bed Pan. 
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No. 4 ( continued .) 



1 complete set of Splints. 

1 pint Enema Syringe. 

1 Bleeding Porringer. 

1 set Copper Scales and Weights, £ lb. 
$oz. 

1 box of small Scales and Weights. 

1 wedgewood Mortar and Pestle. 

1 iron Mortar and Pestle. 

1 Plaster Spatula. 

1 pair of Scissors. 

2 skins of Leather. 

1 Pill Tile. 



1 paper of Pins. 

I 2 pieces Filleting for Bandages (Bleeding). 
I 2 Trusses for Hernia (right and left). 

I 1 paper of Pill Boxes. 

[ 6 Gallipots. 



By Order of the Board, 

S. Walcott, Secretary. 



Appendix D. 

MEMORANDUM SHOWING THE MANNER .» WHICH THE EXAMINATION OF ImMIG RANTS, INTRODUCED AT 

the public Expense, is conducted by the Sydney Board. 

On the arrival of an immigrant ship the agent for the contractor transmits to the agent for 
immigration an alphabetical list of the immigrants arrived, showing m the order of families, single 
females and single males, the name, sex, age, ancl calling of each, with the amount of payment 
claimed. He, at the same time, requests that the Board may be assembled, for the examination of 

^OrKday • fixed^Alie inspection, tbe members of the Board proceed to the ship, and there enter 
upon the examination, in the presence of the contractor’s Agent, the .Surgeon Superintendent, and gene- 
rally, the Master of the vessel. The married couples are first produced, with then chililrcu and any 
single females under their care. Each member of the Board takes a married couple, and putting to 
them tbe questions shown in tbe enclosed paper, No. 1, notes down the answers In writing. 

When the examination of the man and liis wife are concluded, their adult daughters and the single 
females under their protection are separately brought forward, and their answers to the questions 
shown in paper No. 2, appended, are taken down. . . . . 

After the examination of the families and the single females under their protection, any unmarried 
females not so protected (if there be any) are brought forward ; and it may be observed that the tact 
of their being thus separately produced is, of itself, nearly conclusive evidence that such iemales have 

not been under the family protection required by the regulations. . w a 

Subsequently the single male adults are separately questioned, according to tbe Foim No. 3, 

aP The examination paper of each immigrant, when filled up, is placed in the hands of the contractor’s 
A n-ent who is at liberty to put any questions which he may think necessary, with reference to the 
statements which the immigrant may have made. In any case in which an immigrant s eligibility is 
doubted, the paper is marked, and laid aside for the consideration of the members ot the Board col- 
lectively before tbe close of tbeir proceedings. , _ , 

Where any doubt as to an immigrant’s eligibility is raised by his statements before the Board, or 
by bis manner and appearance, tbe certificate of character and qualifications, with which each immi- 
grant is required to be furnished, is generally referred to at the time of examination. But in ordinary 
cases the certificates are not inspected at the time, as the proceedings of the Board would thus be 
much, and unnecessarily, retarded. They are, therefore, placed in the hands of the immigration 
agent, and in his office they are all carefully inspected, and the columns on the fourth page of the 
Married couples’ .Examination Paper, and second page of the Single Males’ and Females’ Papers 
are filled up, as are also the columns in the first page showing the calling and age given in the 
immigrant’s certificate, and the calling at which he or she may have been engaged in the colony, by 
tbe side of tbe calling and age professed by him or her when produced before the Board on the day 
of inspection. 

When the papers have been thus filled up, they are laid with the certificates themselves before a 
meeting of the Board, when any cases in which a doubt may have existed on the inspection (lay, or 
may have arisen out of a perusal of the certificates, are specially considered and decided upon. 

The original certificates are returned to the contractor’s Agent, for re-delivery to the immigrants, 
with the exception of those produced in favour of individuals on whom the Board are unable to report 
favourably, which are retained in tbe Immigration Office for future reference. 
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Form of Paper No. 1, referred to in the above Memorandum : — 



Page 1. 

Married Male Immigrant.' 
By the Ship 
Name 



According 

Statement. 


According 

to 

Certificate. 


According 

to 

Engagement. 









Calling 
Age . 



Native Place and County . 
Parents’ Names 
State of bodily health, strength,) 
and probable usefulness 
Religion .... 

Read or Write . . 

Any Complaints as to treatment j 
on the voyage 
females under protection . 
Relations in the Colony 

Bounty claimed 



Page 2. 

Married Female Immigrant. 
By the Ship 
Name 



According 

Statement. 



According 

to 

Certificate. 



According 

Engagement. 



Native Place and County 
Parents’ Names .... 

State of bodily health, strength, 1 
and probable usefulness . . J 

Religion 

Read or Write .... 

Any Complaints as to treatment) 
on the voyage . . . . j 

Relations in the Colony . . 

Bounty claimed £ 



Page 3. 
Children. 

Males under 14 Years. 



Date of Birth 
according to 
Certificate. 



Females under 14 Years. 



Page 4. 

Signatures in Certipicates. 



Person certifying Re-1 
gistry of Baptism . j 
Physician or Surgeon) 
certifying Health . J 
Householders certify-) 
ing Character and> 
Calling . . . . J 

Employers . . . 

Magistrates and Cler-l 
gymen corroborating l 
Certificate . . . j 

Signature of selecting! 
Agent .... ) 
Signature of Contractor 



Form of Paper No. 2, referred to in the above 
Memorandum : — 



Form of Paper No. 3, referred to in the above 
Memorandum : — 



Page 1* 

Unmarried Female Immigrant. 
By the Ship 
Name 



According 
to her own 
Statement. 


According 

Certificate. 


According 

to 

Engagement. 









Calling 
Age . 



•Native Place and County . * 

Parents’ Names .... 

Protection 

State of bodily. health, strength,! 

. and probable usefulness . . J 

Religion 

Read or Write .... 

Any Complaints as to treatment) 
on .the voyage . . . .j 

Relations in the Colony . 

Bounty claimed £ 



Page 1.* 

. Unmarried Male Immigrant. 

* "By the Ship 

Name 



According 

Statement. 


According' 

to 

Certificate. 


According 

Engagement. 









Calling 
Age . 



Native Place and County 
Parents’ Names . . 

State of bodily health, strength. 

and probable usefulness 
Religion .... 

Read or Write 
Any Complaints as to treatment^ 
on the voyage 
Relations in the Colony 



Bounty claimed 



* Page 2 is the same as Page 4 of Form No. 1. 
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NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

F. L. S. Mere- 
wether, Esq. 

July 7, 1847. 
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wether, Esq. 
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Fohm of Letter of Instruction sent to Surgeons of Immigrant Ships on their arrival. 

Immigration Office, 

Sin. Syia ‘ y ' 

I no to send tou enclosed a fain of report, rvhich I have to reqncet that you will fill np and 
return to me as early as possible after the expiration of the 10 days during uhich the immigrants who 
have arrived under your superintendence are entitled to maintenance on board the ship. 

I also send, in triplicate, forms of agreement, to be used in the engagements made by the immi- 
grants on board the ship. One of these forms will be retained by the employer, the second by the 
immigrant hired, and the third will be deposited in my office. . 

I need scarcely mention, that the Colonial Government considers it to be a part of the duty ot every 
Surgeon-Superintendent to assist the immigrants with his advice in making their engagements, and to 
point out to persons seeking servants such individuals as would be likely to suit. 

The advantage to the immigrants of having their agreements formally drawn up, will doubtless be a 
sufficient inducement to them to avail themselves of the forms which I now send. Should you observe, 
however, any indisposition to do so, I have to request that you will exert your influence to overcome 
that indisposition, not merely for the immigrants’ own sakes, hut because the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners require a particular account of the engagement or disposal of each 
individual. • nr 

It is for the purpose of enabling me to render such an account to the Commissioners, as well as tor 
the information of this Government, that a copy of each agreement is desired for record in my office. 
And as it is convenient that the Government should be informed, day by day, of the number engaged, 
I have to request that you will forward to me early each morning the triplicate of every agreement 
drawn up the preceding day ; and also a list of any immigrants who may have left the ship without 
a formal engagement, with a brief statement of the circumstances under which they so left. 

You will doubtless not fail to impress upon the immigrants tiie desirableness of at ouce accepting 
any reasonable offer of engagement, for the limited period of six or twelve months ; and I enclose for 
your and their information, a statement of the wages obtained by the immigrants who arrived in the 
last ship. 

A gentleman from this department will he sent on board to assist you in drawing up the agreements, 
and to afford such information as it may he desirable for you to possess respecting parties coming to 
the ship in quest of servants. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Agent for Immigration. 

To the Surgeon-Superintendent of the Ship • 



Form of Agreement referred to in the above Letter. 

Memorandum of Agreement made this day between of 

of the one part, and a free 

immigrant per ship of the other part. The conditions are, 

that the said engages to serve the said 

as a and otherwise make 

himself generally useful, for the term of calendar months ; and also to obey all his, or 

his overseers’ or authorized agents’ lawful and reasonable commands during that period ; in considera- 
tion of which services the said doth hereby agree to pay 

the said wages, at the rate of £ per 

annum, aud to provide him with the following rations weekly : — 

Beef or mutton 

Flour 

Sugar 

Tea 

In witness whereof they have mutually affixed their signatures to this document. 

Witness. 



Wednesday, July 7, 1847. 

James Macarthur, Esq., J.P., called in and examined. 

James Macarthur, 1 . Will you favour the Committee with your opinion as to the present state of labour in the 
• Esc i~ colony ? — I am of opinion that there is a great want of shepherds, and that the increased and 

July 7, 1847. daily increasing demand for persons in that capacity, as a natural consequence, has drawn 

away many men from clearing land, fencing, ploughing, and other works of husbandry, in 
which as skilled labourers they might have continued to find useful and profitable employment. 
Many who were last year engaged as farm labourers in the cow-pasture districts, have left that 
neighbourhood, and I am informed they have gone into the more distant pastoral districts as 
shepherds ; one effect of this is, that much laud that might have been under wheat this year, 
has been either thrown out of cultivation, or sown so late as to lessen the chances of a good, 
crop. I would also observe, that the deficiency of agricultural labour will be much more 
severely felt in three months than it is at present, and that unless a supply of labour comes in 
from without, there will be a great want of working hands for all ordinary purposes next 
summer, and in all probability such a rise in the rate of wages as greatly to embarrass 'the 
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agriculturists and proprietors of stock throughout the colony ; there is also a very great want 

of the class of domestic servants, both men and women, not only in the country districts, hut I 

believe in the towns. Of mechanics, as far as I have had an opportunity of observing, there j ames Macarlhur, 
does not appear to be any deficiency ; the supply is about commensurate with the demand at 
present, but if the colony continue in a progressive and prosperous state, as a natural conse- 
quence, there will be an increased demand for the labour of mechanics also. 

2. To what extent do you think there is now a demand for the introduction of immigrants 

from the United Kingdom, including the Port Phillip district and the country beyond the 
boundaries ? — I am of opinion that during the next 1 8 months, supposing the immigrants to 
arrive continuously, that not less than 20,000 working hands might be introduced, without 
lowering the rate of wages so as to operate injuriously upon the labour. This is supposing the 
market for our staple export to continue in a favourable state in Europe, which 1 see no reason 
to doubt. ... -to 

3. Do you think these working hands would be accompanied with wives and families? — 

With wives, but not with very large families ; to a family of five or six, comprising in it from 
three to four working hands, I should not object. 

4. Your objection, then, applies to families of young children rather than to those where some 
members could be employed?— Just so; and it would be found most conducive to the great 
objects of immigration, both as regards the mother country and the colony, to bring out young 
couples recently married, rather than large familes. 

5. Do you think it would be desirable not to bring all these persons into the harbour of 
Sydney, or would you carry out the arrangement that has been proposed, of sending them to 
the different harbours along the coast, as Moreton Bay, Jervis Bay, and Twofold Bay, and 
Portland Bay in the district of Port Phillip ? — 1 think the immigrant ships should be char- 
tered either to Sydney or Port Phillip, and it would no doubt be advisable, to carry out 
arrangements for conveying a portion of the immigrants after their arrival to different ports 
along the coast, and to the principal places in the interior. 

6. Do you not think such a system would be almost necessary to prevent the inconvenience 
that was felt on a former occasion, from so many of the least desirable class congregating in 
the city of Sydney? — I do most decidedly. There might be a provision in the charter- 
party that, after arriving either at Port Phillip or Sydney, the vessel should proceed, within a 
given time, with such portion of the immigrants on board as the local authorities might deter- 
mine, to such other ports along the eastern and southern coasts as might be named in the 
charter-party. 

7. Can you give the Committee any information with reference to the rate of wages paid in 
any districts of the colony with which you have any immediate connexion, or from which you 
have correct information? — I do not think I can give much more detailed or specific informa- 
tion than is contained in the communication from the different benches of magistrates to the 
Immigration Office. I can go into the subject if the Committee think it desirable. 

8. Perhaps you could favour us with information upon these matters, such information as 
may seem to you important. to show the increasing demand for labour throughout the colony ?— 

The districts with which I am more particularly acquainted are the Cow-pasture districts, the 
Upper Hunter, Goulburn, and the Murrumbidgee or Lachlan ; I should say that in each of 
those districts there has been a gradual rise in the rate of wages during the last 12 months of 
from 30s. to 2Z. or 37. a-year, and the tendency is still decidedly upwards. The average rate 
in the Cow-pasture and Upper Hunter districts is about 207. a-year, with rations of 10 lbs. of 
meat, 10 lbs. of flour, \ lb. of tea, and 2 lbs. of sugar ; or where the tea and sugar ration is 
not given, other advantages, such as the keep of a cow, or a garden. In the Goulburn district, 

I should say wages are from 17. to 27. a-year higher than at the Cow-pasture and the 
Hunter River districts, whilst in that part of the Murrumbidgee or Lachlan district with 
which I am acquainted the average rate is from 1Z. to 27. more than at Goulburn; the 
portion of the. Lachlan and Murrumbidgee districts to which I refer is that adjoining the 
great line of road from Sydney to Port Phillip. Along the great lines of road there is a 
much more regular supply of labour than in districts which are situated at a distance from 
those thoroughfares. „ 

9. Is it within vour knowledge that very much higher wages are given, ot necessity, in some 
of the more distant stations beyond the boundaries ? — It does not come within my personal 
knowledge, but I have been assured that such is the fact, and I have no doubt of it 

10. - What is your opinion as to the effect of the difficulty which employers have in obtaining 
servants upon the moral character of the labouring classes? — I have no doubt that its tendency 
is injurious: it brings about an indifference on the part of servants to the opinion of their 
employers ; in many instances the facility of obtaining large sums of money produces dissolute 
or extravagant habits. I should say, looking to the general effect (although there are excep- 
tions in particular instances), that the labouring classes in this colony are more likely to 
lay by money when wages are at a moderate and sufficient rate, than when they are at a very 

{By the Auditor General) Do you think, generally speaking, that excessive wagesare 
neither beneficial to the employer nor to the employed?— Unquestionably; I consider them tc 

he injurious to both classes. ... , 

12. {By the Chairman) Is it not also felt to be very disadvantageous, by compelbng employers 



ne unairman.) isn © - a, 

to pass over acts of insubordination and misconduct, which ought to be punis e > u 

, r .. . . , . . r .1.- .l'flC— .lx C nn thair cprunnts nv Others 5 

they really feel they can 
— No doubt of it; in f_._ 

master, and the master may be said to be a slave. ...... . 

13. And that is to a great extent the present condition of things m almost every class o 



to pass over a.cis ui iusuouiuukuiuu ouu ..... - — D , ? 

they really feel they cannot deal with, from the difficulty of replacing their servants I by others . 
A i, f aot . the natural order of society is reversed, the servant becomes the 
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labourers, not being limited to agricultural or pastoral labourers, but extending to domestic 
servants?— It is, but more especially with respect to domestic ™ "HfSJ "l.*! 1 

pari s of the colony it prevails more or less, but it is felt more especially m those districts which 
are at a distance from tbe great lines of thoroughfare. , T 1 

14. Do you see any means of providing for immigration except by means of a loan . I do 
not see any sufficient means of providing for immigration, to the extent absolutely required by 
the wants of tbe colony, except by a succession of annual loans. _ So long as the minimum 
price of land is kept up to the present rate of 20s. the acre, which 1 consider to be a pro- 
hibitory price, generally speaking, there is no chance of a land fund, such as existed in former 
days, applicable to the purposes of immigration. In fact, it appears to me, that to maintain, 
by Act of Parliament, the high minimum price of land in this colony, and, at the same time, 
to refuse to the colonists the aid of the Home Government in the negotiation of loans tor 
immigration, is the height of injustice and impolicy. It is quite impossible that any such price 
can be obtained for the lands of this colony until peopled ; and it appears to me equally 
impossible to people them within any moderate period, of time unless by reducing the price ot 

land, or by raising funds for immigration by means of loans. . 

15 Do you think that lands beyond the boundaries are likely to raise, under the proposed 
regulations, a sum of money yearly sufficient to meet the interest upon a large amount for 
this purpose? — I cannot say that I have had access of late to those official data which would 
enable me to answer the question satisfactorily ; it must depend very much upon the propor- 
tion of the revenue arising from Crown lands beyond the boundaries, which it is proposed to 
apply to other purposes than immigration. .... 

16. Do you think it would be desirable to resort to a tax, in any shape, to raise immigration 
funds for the wants of the colony?— If anything would induce me to assent to direct taxation, 
it would be to promote immigration, but, at the same time, I would much ralher carry on 
immigration without resorting to an expedient which may be considered very questionable. 
Were there no other resource whatever, I should certainly recommend the having recourse to 
direct taxation rather than stop up the channels through which a supply of labour can alone be 
maintained. I assume it to be a recognized and unalterable principle, that no immigration 
shall take place to this colony, at the public expense, except from the United Kingdom or 
the continent of Europe. There should be no restriction on the importation of labour by 
private individuals, at their own cost, from India or elsewhere, but the public Eevenue should, 

I conceive, be applicable to no other than European immigration. 

17. Have you considered the question whether the time has arrived when the want of labour 
is so great, aud the hope that the Home Government will sanction a loan, or in any way aid 
the colonists in obtaining labour so slight, that they may now be considered as driven to the 
necessity of taxing themselves for immigration purposes ? — I should scarcely say the colonists 
are, as vet, actually driven to such an alternative, but, on the other hand may be urged con- 
siderations that appear to me of much weight in favour of resorting even to direct taxation as 
a means of raising a portion of the fund to be applied to the introduction of immigrants. I 
have heard a suggestion thrown out, that all employers of labour might be taxed to an amount 
not exceeding 10s. per annum for each servant in their employment. It is calculated that by 
this means a°revenue of from 30,0007. to 40,000Z. a-year would be obtained. If such a tax 
were levied, it might be made a security for a loan to be raised in the colony itself, not 
exceeding 100,000/. in the first instance. This loan to be applicable solely to immigration 
purposes, and to be exclusively under the management of the colony itself, through the Local 
Government and Legislature, In support of this proposition it has been urged, that it would 
afford an opportunity of testing, upon a limited scale, the advantages of another system of 
management, that we might have an agency completely distinct, and yet acting in concert, to 
a certain extent, with the Emigration Commissioners at home, and that possibly by this means 
arrangements might be made with the parishes throughout the United Kingdom of an advan-> 
tageous nature as regards this colony, and, at the same time, contributing, in no slight degree, 
to the relief of the distress which unhappily prevails, more particularly in Scotland and 
Ireland. It is scarcely necessary for me to remark, that no importation of free labour from 
the United Kingdom can be carried on by individuals on their own account, and with private 
capital. It is impossible to secure the labourer’s services after his arrival in the colony. 
This has been proved in many instances, but more especially by the Australian Agricultural. 
Company. 

18. Do you think the employers of labour generally are in a position to submit to additional 
taxation at the present moment ? — I do not, hut quite the reverse. 

19. Do you not think it would be felt by them as a great hardship, to be called upon in 
their present state of depression, from the high rate of wages they are paying, to raise an addi- 
tional sum, before any relief could be obtained for them ? — I have no doubt that it would be 
felt as a very great hardship, and that the main inducement to their assenting to such a tax, 
would be the hope of advantage individually, as well as to the community at large from the 
outlay, and the consciousness that they were contributing, in the most, beneficial way, to the 
relief of the distress which exists in the mother country. These several motives would, operate 
to lighten the feeling of annoyance at being called upon by the tax gatherer. But on the 
other hand, I have no doubt the colonists generally would feel keenly the extreme injustice of 
being required to contribute from their straitened means, any portion of the expenditure which 
they have been led to expect would be defrayed from the Crown Land Revenue, whilst those 
lands are completely locked up as regards the production of an immigration fund, by the 
impolitic regulations of the Home Government. 

20. You propose to obtain a portion of the necessary funds by raising a loan in this colony;, 
do you not think that the benefit which might he expected to arise from that arrangement. 
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wui ue in some uieasuic oct-uioix — ------ — j WALES. 

contemplation, with, regard to the immigrants written for by Sir Charles FitzRoy at the 

early part of the present year, which is, as we understand* as follows : —That the contractors James Macarthur, 

shall agree to receive payment when the immigrants arrive here, either in money or in dehen- Esq. 

tures issued by the Colonial Government, running -three years certain, but. with the stipulation Tulv T~i847 

that Government shall not be called upon to pay them until they are in a condition to do so ; y ’ 

that these debentures shall bear interest at five per cent., and that the principal and interest 

shall be eventually payable either in London or in Sydney, a registry being made by which 

these debentures will be as effectual as if they were issued in duplicate?— I have no doubt 

that as far as it goes, the carrying out the recommendation of the Local Government to resume 

immigration will have the desired effect, but unless if takes place to a larger extent than I 

believe is proposed (I understand the number intended to .be brought out is 5000 adults) it 

will be insufficient. ... - , , . 

21. Supposing the Home Government might be induced to sanction the issue ot debentures 
in this way, to the extent, which you have yourself suggested as necessary for the wants of the 
colony, do you not think the scheme a very excellent one of paying for immigration by a 
system of deterred payments, which will not only meet the expense without calling upon the 
colony immediately to provide the money, but also in other respects as creating public funds, 
in which a great deal of money now lying without investment in the colony, can be securely 
invested?— I have no doubt of the great advantage, I might say the necessity, of providing 
for immigration by means of loans ; it is in fact a matter of justice that it should be so pro- 
vided for, as those that come after us will derive a larger amount of benefit than ourselves ; 
the benefit, at all events, will be felt to a greater extent at a future period, than immediately 
after the arrival of the immigrants ; it requires time to make their labour profitable to the 
community in which they are settled. 1 have also no doubt that it would be extremely 
beneficial and politic, in a variety of points of view, to create a public debt m the colony to a 
moderate amount; it would afford the means of investing in public securities, at present 
verv much required, whilst it would also have the effect of steadying and regulating the money 
market, and preventing those extreme fiuctuations which have occasionally taken place in the 

C °22 y Do you not think the Government might very safely carry on immigration, at all events 
for a year or two, upon the scale you have mentioned, without any risk, upon the system of 
debentures issued upon the terms spoken of?— I should say it would be perfectly safe in every 
respect, to introduce from 15,000 to 20,000 adults in the course of the next year, bringing 
l cirro cnrmlioa n* not to nomuletelv glut the market at any one period. 



them in such successive supplies as not to completely glut the market at any one period. 
After the first period, which would terminate in 18 months from this time, half that number 
might be imported in each year for the four years following. In expressing this opinion, I 
must, however, observe that circumstances may arise which it is impossible to foresee, which 
may either render an increase or decrease of this number expedient. Timely communication 
to the Home Government would prevent injurious consequences arising from any excess of 

people it of the Tery greatest importance to • the t colony, ,h "« S ^ 

a steady and continuous stream of immigration kept up ?— Not the slightest doubt of d. both 
to the colony and to the mother country. It is of incalculable importance to the mother 
country; the destitute population, at present pressing so heavily as almost to paralyse her 
energies, by being gradually and steadily removed to this colony would become a productive 
class 8 and instead^! drawing from the resources of the empire, would become very Urge con- 
tributors, inasmuch as instead of being as at present paupers, they would h ” 1 “P r "- 
ducers of raw material for the manufactures of England, and consumers to a largo wtwtd 
British fabrics. A system of continued and progressive immigration judicio^ly man a; ged, 
would act and react in a thousand different shapes upon the pros party not ^merely of this 
colony but of the empire, and it is difficult to conceive what might not be the results of such a 

answer of establishing a separate agency in the mother eounhy 
for carrying out immigration, do you think that the system now in operation, earned on by the 
Laot^and Emigration Commissioners might he improved?- X am not m a ^ posit ion t o tan 
more than a qualified opinion upon this subject; it does, however, appeal to me that some 
thing might be done towards effecting an arrangement * e P a ™ hes ; » 4 at 2 

an amount equal to the cost of passage to the North American colonies or to the WSWa. 
When we consider that the removal of paupers to the Australian oolomea would guard ag^st 
the possibility of their returning as a burden to the parishes, it may be 

larger proportionate amount might be contnbuted with advantage by the Home authonties M 
S E colonies than they would have to provide for emigration to the American colonies. 

SZmU I thtak may be ver/fairly urged, ^^r'VeSml'riS of ^ 
the North American colonies, there is no slight probability of their becoming citizens 

fer 2f Do ‘you not think if the Land and Emigration auto- 

rized to commence emigration operations upon a scale equal Qut ^ e fB c i en tly and 

with the experience they have had, they would most pro i a y ^ nQt (te slightest, doubt 
economically as any other agency that might be established entrusted to them in 

that there exists every disposition on their part to carry out . • experiment 

the best possible manner ; P but I also think that them , couM be no S 

such as I have suggested, of a separate agency, which sho if it were 

Of the local authorities here, and distinct from the ° able thecolony to acquire 

only for the purpose of setting the question at rest. It would also enable y n 
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. MEW SOOTH a sufficient supply of vine dressers and other skilled labourers from the continent of Europe, 

WALKS. „ hich wo „l d be very desirable, and to which object the Home Government have hitherto 

James Mararthur objected to apply the Land Fund of this colony. . 

James Macarthar, ^ H- ^ ^ a notice was isslK( S upon this subject by the Colonial Government, 

on the 7th of April last, subject to the approval of Her Majesty s Government, for the supply 
of labourers for this purpose to a limited extent?— Yes, but there exists considerable doubt m 
the minds of persons in the colony, as to whether the Home Government will assent to that 



Esq. 

July 7, 1847. 



%7. You consider the scheme of immigration, as stated in the Government notice, is desirable 



-I do. 



to be carried out ? — x v.u. . 

28. That the appropriation of a limited sum for this purpose would be generally acceptable 
to the colonists, and advantageous in developing the resources of the colony ?-— Unquestionably ; 
by introducing a sufficient number of skilled labourers from those parts of the continent ot 
Europe, assimilating to the climate of this colony, great advantage would arise not ouly from 
the mere labour so introduced, but by the parties becoming the instructors of others residing 
in the colony ; and that so far from coming into competition with the natives of the British 
islands, or the natives of these colonies in the labour market, the effect would bo rather to 
increase the demand for that, kind of labour which could be supplied from those home sources. 

29. Will you favour the Committee with your opinion upon the point which has been sug- 
gested to the Committee as to the resumption of immigration by means of private bounties. 
It has been suggested, with a view to economising the public funds, that if immigration were 
sanctioned througn the medium of private individuals, who should be paid a bounty, say about 
10?. on each immigrant landed in the colony, that for the sake of encouraging immigration, 
and of making their own selection by their own agents, they would defray the remainder them- 
selves, and thus introduce a much larger number of persons than could be introduced according 
to the regulations of the Hand and Emigration Commissioners? — Such an arrangement would 
he very desirable if it could be carried out with less uncertainty than has hitherto been the 
case with the bounty system. Judging from past experience, its effect would be to throw 
these bounty orders into the hands of shipowners, or mere speculators in what may bo termed 
the emigration market, and the colony would be subjected to a glut of labour at one .period 
and a great deficiency at others. I fear that such a system would scarcely, keep up the con- 
tinuous and sufficient supply which has been so strongly recommended, and which it .appears 
to me most important never to lose sight of in any system of immigration. I have very little 
doubt, however, that in one shape it might be made to work advantageously to. a limited 
extent, and that would be in this way, that parties engaging servants might undertake to pay 
hack to Government within a given period, say five years, the whole amount of bounty, the 
immigrants agreeing to the application of annual instalments of their wages to that purpose. 
I am apprehensive, however, that the system could not at first be carried on with advantage 
to any extent by persons resident in this colony, from the want of agencies at home. Were 
there a different system in operation as regards the disposal of Crown lands, I am inclined to 
think the bounty system might be carried out to a great extent with much advantage. Sup- 
pose, for instance, the Crown lands — instead of being virtually locked up by the 20 s. an acre 
minimum price, subject to auction, were made generally saleable at a fixed price of 5s. an 
acre, I am of opinion there are many parties at home who would purchase land in this colony 
at the fixed price, upon condition of being allowed to apply, the amount of purchase money to 
defraying the passage of immigrants whom they would bring out with them to settle upon tile 
land so purchased. I can speak from my own knowledge of such an application having been 
made to the Colonial Office by the eldest son of a considerable landed proprietor in the north 
of Ireland, who proposed about ten years ago to come out himself, and to remove about half 
of his father’s tenantry to this colony, if the Government would allow him to take 5000 acres 
of land at a fixed price of 5s. an acre. His proposal went off because the Government, could 
not or rather would not assent to any deviation from the system of selling by auction. At that 
time the minimum price was 5s. the acre. 

30. Do you think the people would have any hesitation in immigrating here, and bringing 
labour with them, upon being allowed to take land at 5s. per acre ? — I think many would 
come to this colony under such a system, that is, supposing they could take up water frontages 
in districts of fair average quality ; I do not mean the very best arable lands, but land of 
good average quality for homesteads, with a command of hack run for grazing over, as was 
the practice under the regulations which existed during the government of Sir Thomas Brisbaue 
and Sir R. Darling, when land was disposed of at a fixed price of 5s. an acre. 

31. Do you think it would be desirable to allow persons the privilege of making such 
selections without putting the land up for competition? — I do; I was atone time of a different 
opinion, but having seen the working of the auction system, and having reflected more fully 
upon the subject, I am altogether opposed to selling land by auction, except in particular 
instances, those exceptions being township allotments, or land in the immediate neighbourhood 
of towns. At the same time I do not think that one fixed price would be sufficient”; if a fixed 
price system were adopted, if. would be necessary to vary the price according to the quality and 
position of the land ; for rich agricultural lands the price might be 20s., in other cases 15s., 
10s., and so on down to 5s. If after a given period, say five years, the lands were not. sold, the 
prices might he reduced; the price of the first description of land might be lowered to 15s. ; 
that at 15s. to 10s. ; and that at 10s. to 5s.; and that at 5s. to 3s. As a general price, 5s. 
an acre would, I think, work satisfactorily as regards the purchase of homesteads commanding 
an extent of grazing land; it would, in my opinion, in a great degree settle the difficulties, 
which have arisen as to the occupancy of the Crown lands, and would, in other respects,, be 
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attended with the most beneficial results. The Crown lands would be disposed of on such NEW SOUTH 

terms as would, lead to their being peopled and improved in the shortest possible time, by 

means of immigration. Th : , and not the maintenance of a fanciful price, should be the Macarthur. 

object. People the country, and on whatever terms you dispose of the land, even if it is given Esq. 

away, the indirect returns will be infinitely greater than any direct revenue the Government 
could derive from its sale at 20s. or even much higher rates. u y 7, • 

32. You think, also, that thereby funds for immigration, quite sufficient to meet the wants 
of the colony, might, without difficulty, be raised? — I do. 

33. Under such circumstances, do you think it would be at all desirable to propose any 
scheme of taxation which would be felt to be oppressive to a large body of colonists, and on 
that account be met with a certain degree of opposition? — I do not think it would be politic to 
propose any system of direct taxation unless the great majority of the tax-payers were decidedly 
in favour of it. I believe that at the present moment employers of labour in the towns are not 
averse to such a scheme ; how far they would continue their support, if a direct appeal were 
made to their pockets in the shape of a tax, is another matter; but I must not omit to state, 
that it would not, in my opinion, be fair to subject the squatters and purchasers of land to a 
double taxation for the purpose of immigration, as would be the case if they were to be taxed 
directly so much per head upon each servant employed by them, a.nd, at the same time, paid 
a price or assessment for their land, in order to provide an immigration fund, from which 
the townspeople derive equal if not greater advantages. 

34. Then you would rather propose to make this tax payable by residents in towns ?— 

It appears to me that, under the present system, the residents in town, the commercial an^. 
trading classes, enjoy an unfair advantage over the agricultural and grazing classes, inasmuch 
as they contribute little or nothing to the immigration fund, whilst they possess in a superior 
degree the opportunity of making the selection of servants upon the arrival of immigrant 
ships in Sydney or Port Phillip. The question is, however, one of considerable difficulty ; and, 
as I have already observed, it would be impolitic to resort to direct taxation unless the feelings 
of those interested were decidedly in favour of it. The tax should then be made to fall 
generally, and as equally as possible, on all employers of labour. 

35. Do you think there is any hope or prospect of any influence being sufficiently strong, 
with the parishes at home to induce them to contribute any portion of their funds for the 
passage of immigrants to this colony? — If it be true that the parishes at home are defraying 
the expenses of the conveyance of families to the North American colonies, I cannot see why 
they should, in the slightest degree, hesitate to pay an equal amount, for their conveyance to 
the' Australian colonies; for, as I have already observed, it is more directly advantageous to 
the parishes to send diem here than to send them there, besides the indirect and concurrent 
benefit which would be greater from their settlement in these colonies than from their settle- 
ment in the American colonies, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the Australian colonies are 
much larger consumers of British manufactures than the inhabitants of the American colonies ; 
whilst the amount of commercial transactions, and the employment of shipping between Great 
Britain and the Australian colonies, is also much greater in proportion. 

36. Do you think that were a separate agency established to dispense a specific fund, to be 
raised in the way you have spoken of, in that way parishes might be urged with greater force 
than appears to have been hitherto the case, to take this matter into their most serious con- 
sideration, and to aid immigration to this colony ? — I am of opinion that such might be one of 
the beneficial consequences ; if such a separate agency were established, it might be an 
instruction to the agent to obtain such a contribution in aid of immigration, on the part of the 
parishes, or otherwise to devote the whole of the fund to immigration from the continent of 
Europe. There would be no difficulty whatever in making arrangements with immigrants 
from some parts of Germany, and I believe also from some parts of France, to pay half or a 
considerable portion of the passage money themselves, and at the same time to enter into 
arrangements to pay the remaining portion within a fixed period from their wages. 

37. Have you ever considered whether some addition might not be made to the population 
of the country, with a view to equalizing the sexes, by introducing the families of those who 
came to the colony originally under sentence of transportation ? — The bringing out of the 
families of persons so circumstanced would I think be very desirable ; it would have a salutary 
influence upon the parties here who have served their time of transportation, and at the same 
time would have the effect of increasing the population of the colony. 

38. Do you not think it would be only an act of justice, as well to the parties as to the 
colony, that the families of these parties should be sent out here at the expense of the Home 
Government ?— I do; the colony has, in my opinion, established a large claim upon the 
justice of the Home Government, on account of the expenditure for police and gaols, besides 
the great saving to the mother country in the maintenance and absorption of her criminal 
population, a saving of many millions sterling. The sending out the families of persons who 
have been transported would be but a trifling instalment of this just claim, at the same tame 
that it would be getting rid of a class of persons who cannot, generally speaking, he beneficially 
engaged at home, and who are in fact mostly destitute and objects of charity. 

39. Is it within your knowledge that many persons who were originally sent out under sen- 
tence of transportation have, for years past, anxiously desired to be united to their families i 

I am aware that such is the case. ... 

40. What is your opinion as to the probability of our being able to dispense with immigra- 
tion after a certain number of years? — The question is one very difficult to answer, an any 
reply to it must be considered in some degree hypothetical. No doubt from the manner in 
which the colony was originally settled, being a convict settlement, and from, t e consequen 
great disproportion of the sexes, there is a greater deficiency at this period (and it must continue 
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so for some years to come) in the number of adults coming forward in each successive year to 
supply the falling off by mortality ; therefore it may be fairly assumed, that the necessity for 
immigration will, in all probability, be more urgent during the next five years than at any future 
perioS : but, on the other hand, the fact must not be lost sight of, that m new countries there 
is a greater facility for the labourer to rise into a higher grade of society, and it apears to me 
extremely probable that, from that circumstance alone, the demand from labour without will 
exist here for a much longer period than we may, at lirst sight calculate upon. So long, no 
doubt, as the present prohibitory price is kept up on the Crown lands o the colony, there will 
be a barrier to the labouring class, whether immigrant or native born, becoming landowners, 
and so far the argument which I have just made use of will be weakened ; but, if I mistake not, 
the principle laid down by Adam Smith, and adopted by Macculloch and other eminent 
economists, is, that the great advantage young countries possess over old consists in cheap land 
and dear labour ; the modern theory apparently seeks to reverse this. . 

41. Do you think that, supposing the Home Government were to continue the importation 
of a given number of persons by means of a loan (say for five or ten years), so as to increase 
the population to a considerable amount, we may fairly estimate. that the colony will, to a cer- 
tain extent, be independent of any artificial means of introducing immigrants by the natural 
increase of its numbers?— I am of opinion, that we should then be move capable of providing 
for our own wants than at the present period ; I think it stands to reason that we should he 
so. The too sudden change from transportation to free labour has, in a very great degree, 

tended to increase the difficulties of the colony at the present time. ... 

42. Have you ever turned your attention to the expediency of a national system oF immi- 
gration, at the expense of the United Kingdom, as regards its probable effects upon the labour- 
ing class, and upon the empire generally? — My attention has been much turned to this subject. 

I can entertain no doubt whatever of the immense results which would follow from a judicious 
and properly-directed system of national immigration. Such a system could only be carried 
on by the Imperial Government, and from the national resources in the first instance; but the 
great relief that would be afforded to the labouring classes throughout the United Kingdom 
would, in itself, far more than compensate for the outlay, whilst the many other. beneficial con- 
sequences that would flow from it are incalculable. Had emigration been going steadily on 
during the last 20 years upon a well-devised, comprehensive, and really national system, we 
shoulcl, in my opinion, have heard nothing of the calamitous destitution prevailing to so awful 
an extent in Ireland and Scotland. I am firmly persuaded that, by emigration, this public 
calamity might have been entirely averted, and the national resources at the same time extended 
and increased instead of being impaired, and this, too, at less outlay than is now required 
to provide mere sustenance for the poverty stricken and famishing people who might have 
been permanently and happily established in this and other portions of our colonial pos- 
sessions. 

43. Is there any other suggestion you could favour the Committee with as regards immi- 
gration, and the important question which is almost necessarily connected witli it, ot the funds 
which can be raised for these purposes from the occupation of the Crown lands of the colony ? — 
There is no other suggestion that occurs to me to make. I would, however, beg to repeat my 
conviction as to the impolicy of attempting to continue the 20s. an acre minimum price on the 
Crown lands of this colony. It puts a stop to the immigration, both of capitalists and labourers, 
to this country ; and so long as it is maintained, I see no means of introducing labour but by 
raisin cr loans for the purpose : without this, I fear the colony will retrograde almost as rapidly 
as it has advanced ; nor, unless the price of the Crown lands be greatly reduced, can I see in 
what way there is any probability of the proprietary class, whether immigrant or native born, 
extending. The proposed system of 14 years grazing leases, subject to renewals, appears to 
me calculated to repress, if not to render impossible, the settlement of Iona fide proprietors, 
having a direct interest in the soil, and looking to the colony as their owu home and that of 
their children. I cannot but fear that the tendency of the leasing system will be to raise rip, 
on the ruin of the proprietary class, another class, whose chief object will be that their flocks 
and herds should roam over vast tracts of country, to the exclusion of all permanent improve- 
ment, with no other object than personal advantage and aggrandizement, careless of the 
injurious consequences to the community at large. There can scarcely be a dissentient opinion 
as to the importance of the pastoral interests of this colony : they have strong claims upon the 
Government for support and for indulgent concession ; but there cannot be a greater fallacy 
than to attempt a settlement of the question of our Crown lands administration — as if this 
fine country had no higher destiny than to continue a sheep walk for ever ; as if the question, 
involved no interests but of a selfish and pecuniary kind, and no considerations of more exalted 
and lasting character than the conditions of a 7 or 14 years grazing occupancy. Freehold 
tenure is essential, in my opinion, to ensure the continued advancement of this colony aud 
raise its moral and social character: it will be the most conducive to really -national immigra- 
tion — the best means of rendering the colony a source of strength and renewed energy to the 
parent state. 
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Friday , July 16, 1847. 

Present : — 

Charles Cowper, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Colonial Secretary. | The Auditor General 
Robert Vcnour Dulhunty, Esq., called in and examined : — 

1. You have been for several years a stockholder in New South Wales? — For 20 years, 

I think. 

2. In what district are your stations ? — In the district of Bligh. 

3. Have you suffered much from the want of labour during the past year? — Yes, a great 
deal, from the reductions in my stock, and also from the loss of crops, not having sufficient 
labour to get them in in time. The last season was, however, an extraordinary one, very wet 
and unsettled, and I should not have suffered so much but for that circumstance. 

4. Have you any difficulty in getting labour in the interior now? — Very great: in the 
interior we are obliged to pay the men anything they ask. 

5. To what rate have wages generally risen with you? — From 20Z. to 25 1. a-year for shep- 
herds; farm labourers, from 1SZ. to 22 Z. ; and, in fact, all labour is on the increase in the same 
proportion. Hutkeepers, bullock-drivers, shepherds, and ploughmen, all are alike. 

6. As existing agreements expire, do you find the men demanding still higher wages ? 
Always. I have refused to give them, but I have been obliged either to take on others or to 
go without. I have been obliged to dispose of my sheep, to bod them down, because I could 
not afford to keep them. I know that several stockholders, last season, were obliged to shear 
their sheep in the grease, because they could not get labour to wash them. 

7. Has there been much boiling down in your district from the causes you mention ? 

A great deal of stock has been destroyed by boiling down, in consequence of the want of labour. 

I am obliged to destroy, eveiy year, about 3000 or 4000 sheep, because I cannot obtain 
labour : and I have sheep in very large flocks ; in some flocks as many as 1200. 

8. What number of sheep do you think can be advantageously kept in one flock in your 
district ? — About 800 dry and 500 breeding sheep. 

9. Looking forward to the approaching busy season, do you anticipate still greater difficulty 

in obtaining the supply of labour necessary ? — Considerably ; because the men that are then 
employed are now idle, comparatively speaking. A great many earn as much at one shearing 
as will carry them on to the next, and they leave the district to go to some other, so that, when 
they are wanted, they are not to be found. We are sometimes for a month together without 
a shepherd, and are obliged to leave the sheep in charge of the hutkeeper, who is frequently 
a woman ; but at the shearing time, these fellows make their appearance from Sydney or the 
towns. . ., 

10. Are you aware whether your neighbours experience equal difficulty with yourself m 
obtaining labour ? — It is the same in every establishment. 

11. Is this difficulty considerably on the increase? — It is not felt so much probably in 

the more populous districts, or inside the boundaries, but in the out-stations it is very 
severely felt. # ... 

12. What number of additional persons do you think could be employed in your district in 
any given period, say the next year or two? — T dare say 1000 working hauds throughout the 
districts of Wellington, Bligh, and the Lachlan for the next two years. 

13. {By the Colonial Secretary .) Would not that have the effect of reducing wages most 

materially ? — I do not think below what they ought to be ; it would merely reduce them to a 
rate that would be remunerating to the servant, and would be as much as the master ought to 
pay, looking to his profits. . 

14. What do you consider to be the rate of wages which could now be paid for pastoral 

labour ? — I should say the outside that a shepherd ought to be paid would be 15Z. a-year ; 
that would be ample remuneration, as, at the end of the year, he would probably have to 
receive 10Z. in money, because he receives rations, with tea, sugar, and tobacco, and. need 
expend his money in nothing except clothing: he is furnished with lodging, and all his little 
household utensils. . 

15. You allude to the case of a single man when you say he would have 10Z. m money to 
receive at the end of the year ? — Yes ; if the man were married, his wife would probably do 
the hutkeeper’s work, and she ought to receive 10Z. 

16. What rations would the wife receive ? — Two-thirds of the man’s ration, and the same 

quantity of tea and sugar. . 

17. If there were children, would they receive rations? — No; they used to receive rations, 
but we found the expense so extravagant when we had to pay 40Z. a ton for flour, and 40Z. 
for its carriage, bringing up the price to 80Z. a ton, that we were obliged to put a stop 
to that system ; but the men are allowed to keep cows, and they get almost any quantity ot 
milk and butter. 

18. At the rate of wages you have mentioned, with the rations and other allowances, can a 
married couple, with a family, comfortably subsist? — I should say so, and have a sum ox 
money to receive at the end of the year. My servants draw a great many things out o 
the store ; yet, notwithstanding, they have large balances coming to them at the end of the 

ye i9. (By tie Chairman .) They are permitted to keep pigs and poultry, which make their 

rations runout? — Yes ; they are never interfered with in that respect. .... 

20. {By the Auditor General.) Supposing a married couple to have a family ot two young 

H 2 
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children would they require any additional rations?— No ; if there were three young children 
h e mtaTZld Snerally be sufficient ; and if not, the wages would enable then- parents to 
nay CttolX fir The rate of wages is now so high that I find, every year, the more 
stock 1 have the greater is the balance against me, which proves that it is no in consequence 
oTmy ovm eldravagance, but that the pnee of labour is. so high as, eventually to rum the 
sheep^proprietor. ff the present rate of wages he maintained, sheep farming must ho glj en up , 
for, if th/shrep pass into other hands, the parties who take them will be ruined as well as the 



21. Do fou not think a great deal of the inconvenience you speak of, and tho riso of' ivagcs. 



praseut proprietors. 

»f immigration having entirely 

fore! even a partial return to immigration would tend to keep wages m chock -I .to not 
think if only a small number of immigrants were to arrive, that that would at all ntoi iu o 
with the rate of wages. I would recommend a large importation of labour, till wages wuo 

«“ b ° b ya ltn rg oiua..xof 

o! labour affects the conduct of servatits in your 
employment? — Yes, particularly domestic servants; not so much the 

they are tied down by agreements which they cannot break. I do not sco so much ol them, 
indeed I have some that I have never seen. 

24. Have vou had any complaints respecting them from your overseer ? JN o. VYt uufti to 
a considerable extent from our domestic servants ; they are extremely saucy and impudent, 
and behave in a manner that would scarcely be credited in England. . . 

25 Do you not consider that a gradual and continuous introduction ol immigrants, when 
once commenced, would be more beneficial to the general interests of the colony ?— Alter tho 
introduction of a large mass to bring down wages to their proper level, I conceive that a gradual 
and limited number of immigrants would have a more beneficial effect than pouring thorn in 
large numbers, and that it would be sufficient to keep down wages to a moderate rate. It 
would not be well to bring in too large a number, as that would be injurious to tho interests ot 
both master and servant. , t , 

26. (By the Chairman.) You have stated that you have been forced to boil down youi 
surplus stock ; is that because there is no sale for it in the market ?— There is no ready sale, 

and we are obliged to get rid of our surplus stock. 

27. Do you find any difficulty in getting purchasers for your surplus stock among those who 
are about to enter into the occupation of sheep farming ? — The passing of stock from one hand 
to another does not relieve the pressure upon the labour market. 

28. Are there now many persons who desire to purchase stock, with a view to setting them- 
selves up as stockholders ? — I believe there are not. 

29. Is that from the uncertainty regarding labour or any other cause, or from a conviction 

that it does not pay?— That is the principal cause ; there may be others. , 

30. Can you form any estimate as to what number of immigrants it would be desirable to 
import for the colony cenerally ; what number do you think would effect the object ol bringing 
down the price of labour ?— I think if, at the present, 8000 male adults were introduced, they 
would be immediately employed at a lower rate than the present. 

31. Do you think they would very materially lower wages? — I think they would. I do not 
think they would injuriously lower them, although they would certainly have tho effect of 
preventing the rise which may be expected if we have not an introduction of labour. 

32. Would you have all these immigrants brought to the port of Sydney? — I am certainly an 
interested party, but should say that Moreton Bay and the northern districts require them as 
well as Sydney. 

33. (By the Colonial Secretary.) It has been suggested, partly with a view of economising 

the funds appropriated to immigration purposes, that it a small bounty, say 8?. or 9/. per 
head, were offered to private individuals, a very large number would, for the sake ol making 
their own selection, and to make arrangements that they should pay in England ft portion of 
their passage money, or otherwise engage with their employers to repay to them by instal- 
ments in this colony during the period of service ; what is your opinion of this suggestion? 
That it would only partially be acted on. Most of the settlers have not the capital to lock up 
for that period, and that others have no agent at home that could be depended upon to select 
them. _ ; 

34. Could such a system be carried on concurrently with a general system of immigration ? — 



I think it could. 

35. Do you think that parties would be willing to advance their own funds, when thoy 
found that a certain number would be brought out, the whole cost of whose passago would be 
defrayed by the Government ?— I think if the immigrants were introduced in that way by the 
Government, parties would, upon hiring them, be willing to repay to Government a portion of 
the expense of their passages, and deduct that from the men’s wages. 

36. How could this be practically carried out, with the servants spread over such a vast 
territory as they would be, for pastoral purposes? — By the servant agreeing, upon hiring, to 
return to his employer the expense incurred for his passage. 

37. Would not the difficulty and expense of collecting these sums, by Government, be an 
almost insuperable barrier to the successful operation of such an arrangement ? — I do not sco 
that it would. The Immigration Agent would be the person from whom these people would 
be hired, and the arrangement could be entered into before him. 

38. If the parties failed to fulfil their agreement, would there not be constant collision 
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between the Government and the employers of labour in collecting payment 1 — The immigrants IMBtxm - 
should not be hired till the money was paid. 

39. You would propose then that the money should he advanced by the employer of the R. V. Dulhunty, 

immigrant?— Yes; that when he hired the man he should pay to the Government the pro- Ven 

portion of the expense demanded, the Government of course allowing a bounty. Thus, 
supposing the passage money to be 15?., the employer should pay 51. 

40. This should be a fee to be paid by the settler upon engaging with a newly arrived 

immigrant? — Yes; an advance of wages to meet the proportion of the expense of his passage 
required by Government. . . , . . 

41. (By the Chairman.') Would not this system operate injuriously by preventing many ot 
the most eligible class of persons coming here, knowing that they would have to pay for their 
passage ; that, they would have to pay 5?. for their passage ?— I think not. 

42. ° Suppose a servant to misbehave in his employment before he had repaid the money 
advanced, do you think the employer would be willing to submit to that loss? — 1 think so, 
because we never hire a servant now without being required to make an advance to, perhaps, 
half that amount to enable him to proceed up the country. 

43. (By the Colonial Secretary.) In this case you would have to make two advances, one to 
the Government for the passage of the individual, and another to the servant to enable him to 
reach his place of destination ?— Yes. Such a plan would, however, be preferable to importing 
them through an agent at home, as that would be attended with considerable expense, and 
after all we might not get such good servants as we could select in the colony. _ It. would be 
requiring the Government to supply the capital for their importation and returning a portion 

ba 44. The system you propose would place the newly-arrived immigrant upon a different 
footing from one who had been longer in the colony, inasmuch as he could not get hired till 
some one was found who would pay the stipulated portion of the passage money ?— I think 
there would be no difficulty in that respect.. I think he would be hired without any hesitation. 

45 You do not think it would have the effect, in some instances, of leaving a considerable 
portion of the immigrants upon the hands of the Government?— Not if they were properly 

Se ^ 4 Q te j) 0 Y0U consider that the employers of labour would be willing or generally able to pay 
a proportion, say half the expense of the passage of a married couple with children, or is your 
proposition confined to the payment of a portion of the passage money ot single male adults 
—I do not know what would be the expense of introducing a married couple with children ; i 
could not therefore, answer the question. I am supposing that male adults could be brought 
out at 15?. a-head, and I think a third of that might be advanced by the employer upon 
hirinc. I am merely speaking as to how I should act myself. 

47! Then if the arrangement could not be carried out with respect to married couples, the 
amount to be received back from the passage of male adults would be trifling as compared 
with the gross amount which it would be necessary to expend in immigration?— Yes ; it might 
work well with regard to male adults, but not with families, because they are a dead loss to us ; 
the wives mav sometimes be made as useful as the husbands. . 

48. (By the Chairman.) Have you at all considered a proposition which has been recently 
under discussion, namely, the taxing of employers of labour with a view of raising a fund for 
the importation of labour ? — I do not think it is a plan that could be carried into efiect. 

49. You are not favourable to that scheme?— No; there has been a much better scheme 
proposed, the raising a loan upon the security of the Crown land. 

50 You do not think the colouists or the employers of labour would be willing to pay a tax 
for tlie importation of labour?— I do not think they would be willing to pay a tax for anything, 
although they want labour more than anything else. . , , , . . , 

51. (By the Auditor -General) Generally speaking, do you think they are able to pay such 
a tax at the present moment ?-I think they are not; I think stockholders are the least able of 
any class of the community to pay such a tax. 

52. (By the Colonial Secretary.) If this were made a general tax with respect to labour ot 

every kind, including that of domestic servants, by which means a very large fund would be 
raised, do you think the employer of pastoral labour would be able or willing to concur with 
the expediency of such a measure ? — I do uot; I should not myself. , , 

53. Even presuming the effect of such a tax would be very greatly to reduce the amoun ot 

wages which they would ultimately have to pay?— I think the introduction of labour in that 
wav would be so small that it would have little or no effect. . . 

54. You think it impossible to raise a sufficient sum without rendering the tax extremely 
oppressive ?— Yes ; so as completely to overburden the at present sufficiently burdened 
settler. 



Friday, July 16, 1847. 

Alexander Campbell, Esq., called in, and examined. 

1. You have been many years engaged in introducing immigrants into this colony under the Ales. Campbell, 
Government regulations ? — I have been for some time engaged m that business. 

2. Can you state what number you have introduced?— My original order was for 2 L , 

I have introduced more than that number. . . , . . ■ i; n „j 

3. Would your constituents in London, as far as you have the means of judging, be me med 
again to enter upon the same service, provided the Government returned 0 lmnngr 
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My constituents would, but not the parties for whom I acted before ; Messrs. Dunbar and Sons 
for whom we are aeents here, would become contractors for conveying immigrants to the 
colony, but they would not, I apprehend, become immigration agents, or become responsible 
in any way for the proper selection of such immigrants. . . 

4. Are you prepared to make any suggestions to this Committee, as the result of your own 
experience, as to any alteration or modification of the regulations which you think would be 
desirable ?-I think the regulations of March, 1840, under which large bodies of immigrants 
were introduced, could be worked beneficially if they were strictly adhered to both here and 
in London: but I doubt whether parties in London would run the risk of having the immi- 
grants rejected here, as was formerly the case; if they were finally passed, prior to embarka- 
tion, before a competent Board, I have no doubt many parties would gladly engage in the 

^ 5 ” What is your objection to having the parties approved by a Board in the colony ?— Peo- 
ple of had character, and otherwise ineligible under the regulations, have been in the habit, 
and still would be, of practising deceptions; of coming forward with false name and false trades, 
in order to procure a free passage ; and the delaying of any investigation into the circumstances 
until the parties are landed here, and their object of getting a tree passage out has been 
attained, is, in my opinion, a direct encouragement of such impositions. 

6. But as a matter of fact, the immigrant ships which last arrived here were not subjected 
to any heavy deduction on that account? — They were not, I believe; greater care had appa- 
rently been taken in the selection of the immigrants than lias been usually the case, (I leler 
to the last immigrant ships sent out by Messrs. Carter and Bonus,) and I account for that by 
the fact, that since Mr. Merewether has been immigration agent, there has been greater strict- 
ness observed in the examination of the immigrants ; and the knowledge of that fact, coupled 
with the heavy deductions formerly made, had no doubt induced a corresponding degree of 
care in the selections latterly made. Before Mr. Merewether filled that office the regulations 
were not strictly construed, and very few of the immigrants were rejected by the Board ; parties 
at home calculated too much upon that indulgence, and did not take that care which, under a 
a more stringent system, experience has taught them should be exercised. 

7. Do you not thiuk that, with the experience the ship-owners have had in England, they 
would themselves be able to guard, in a very great degree, against the frauds to which, formerly, 
they were subject?— I do not think that any respectable ship-owner would undertake the selec- 
tion of the immigrants ; that part of the business should, in my opinion, be conducted by agents 
appointed and paid by, and directly responsible to, the Colonial Government. Even were 
ship-owners willing to undertake it, I am certain they could not perform that duty satisfac- 
torily. A contractor resident in London, for instance, cannot be supposed to be on every spot 
where the immigrants are selected ; he is therefore obliged to trust to sub-agents, who are 
generally not men of first rate standing and character, and consequently, however desirous he 
may be to bring out proper immigrants, he must depend upon others over whom he cannot 
exercise much control. 

8. Do you not think that very great difficulty would arise in having the approval of these 
immigrants made in London; it is not a fact that a ship very often fills up very quickly just 
immediately before sailing? — Of course it is absolutely necessary to the saving ot expense, that 
the emigrants should not be removed to the port of embarkation until the ship is ready to sail, 
but 1 cannot see why that should prevent a competent Board from having them passed and 
approved beforehand in the various localities in which the. people are selected, and in these 
places the investigations of the Board should be conducted, because their facilities would be . 
afforded for inquiring into the character and qualifications of parties that would not be within 
reach of a Board sitting in this colony. 

9. Can yeu state what amount was deducted on account of improper persons having been 
imported in the last ships? — I was not engaged in the last immigration, but I believe the 
amount was not very large. 

10. {By the Auditor-General.) Do you not consider it to be of great importance that pro- 
per immigrants should be brought to this colony? — I do ; but I ao not think you would get 
respectable ship-owners to engage in this trade, and incur the very heavy outlay which they 
must do, if they are to be exposed to the risk of having the passage money of the immigrants 
refused upon their arrival here. 

11. {By the Chairman .) Was not the last immigration a proof to the contrary, and that the 
difficulty of which you now speak was in a great measure overcome by the better manage- 
ment of those who selected the immigrants? — No doubt the result of the last immigration has 
been more satisfactory to the Government and the contractors. The better management you 
have suggested, however, may mean that emigrants of a better description have been sent out, 
or it may mean that greater care and skill have been employed in keeping the people in pro- 
per training during the voyage, so that they might, on arrival, he enabled to give satisfactory 
answers to the questions put to them by the Board, and thus pass muster in a satisfactory man- 
ner. In either case the contractor would take credit for “better management,” and 1 rather 
think the latter mode had a good deal to do with the success which attended the operations of 
some of the parties engaged in the last emigration. 

12. Do you think there would be any unwillingness on the part of the shipping interest to 
undertake immigration contracts supposing they were to be paid, at the option of the Govern- 
ment, either in money or debentures? — I think there would, unless the debentures were equiva- 
lent to cash. 

13. Supposing they were made saleable and convertible? — If readily saleable at or above 
par, there could not be any objection. 
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14. (By the Auditor- General.) Do you not think, taking into consideration the punctuality 
of the payments for the debentures, that they would be convertible at present in that colony 
and in the English market ? — I doubt whether they would be saleable in the English market, 
but I think they would be convertible here now, as there is at present an abundance of money 
in the colony, and a desire to invest it; but a time might come when they would not be so 
readily convertible here. 

15. By the Chairman .) If these debentures were issued upon the faith of the land fund, with 
interest payable either in the colony or in London at 4 or 5 per cent. ; a system of registration 
being adopted which would allow of their "being negociable either here or in London, do you 
not think that this would be a mode of payment which would be perfectly satisfactory? — I do 
not think that anything but a cash payment, or its equivalent, would bo taken by contractors ; 

I think, however, that these debentures, provided the rate of interest were 5 or 6 per cent, per 
annum, would meet with a ready sale. 

16. You think the security itself would be perfectly unobjectionable ? — I do. 

17. (By the Auditor- General.) To what extent do you think they could be disposed of at 
Sydney, bearing five or six per cent, interest ? — At present I think it would be very large, and 
I have no doubt if such security were known to be for sale here, that we should have orders 
sent out from England to purchase these debentures. 

18. (By the Chairman.) Yon think then that if these debentures bore interest at five or six 
per cent., a considerable sum of money could be raised in this way to meet the charge for 
immigration ? — I do, a very large sum ; half a million could probably be at once invested in 
the colonies, if the interest were six per cent.. I think that sum could be obtained without 
looking to the London market at all. 

19. (By the Auditor- Generali) What system would you pursue ; would you make the pay- 
ments for the introduction of labour by debentures, or would you first raise the money by the 
sale of debentures and pay for the immigrants in cash ? — I would fir3t sell the debentures, and 
then pay for the immigrants in cash. 

20. (By the Chairman.) Might not this work with the co-operation of the ship-owners without 
the necessity of the Government going into the market at all, provided the system of regis- 
tration I have spoken of were adopted so as to enable the agent of the London ship-owner 
to make a remittance of these debentures, would it not in fact be a remittance bearing interest 
all the voyage, and probably saleable at a premium in London? — If the Government should 
find a difficulty in disposing of their own securities, it is not very likely the contractors would 
succeed in selling them, and it. is only in the event of such a contingency that there would be 
a necessity for stipulating for paymeut in debentures ; my opinion decidedly is, that no ship- 
owner would incur the very heavy outlay which would be necessaiy in sending out immigrants 
without the certainty of obtaining cash payment. 

21. At preseut you think these debentures to the amount of half a million would be readily 
negociable in this colony? — I think so; but I also think that any attempt to make it com- 
pulsory on ship-owners, to take them in payment for the immigrants, would operate against 
their supposed value. 

22. (By the Auditor-General.) Do you think ship-owners would like to enter into agreements 
for bringing out immigrants, if they knew that they would have to take debentures in pay- 
ment ? — I do not. 

23. (By the Chairman.) But I apprehend they are not unknown in London, having been 
issued and punctually paid for some time past ? — I know that, as an agent, I should not take 
them without first ascertaining the sense of my principal upon the subject. 

24. If, however, the ship-owner in London entered into a charter-party upon this under- 
standing, all difficulty would be at an end ? — Yes ; but I think the object to be attained by the 
arrangement, of stipulating for the payment in debentures, would be very trifling, and would 
embarrass the question more than it would be worth to the colony. I have stated before, that, 
in my opinion, the debentures would be perfectly saleable ; and if this should turn out to be 
correct, then there is an end to the necessity for making such an arrangement. 

25. In ; your opinion there would be no difficulty in getting a quantity of shipping, sufficient 
for this service, provided the arrangements of the Government were satisfactory ? — Not the 
least difficulty. 

26. Can you give the Committee any opinion as to the probable rate of cost, per head, of 
introducing immigrants ? — I should imagine that they could be introduced at somewhat lower 
rates than formerly ; provided you secured the contractor against the contengency formerly 
alluded to, of the emigrants being rejected upon their arrival here. 

27. As a matter of fact, is not a party here allowed to make his own defence ; and are not 

his explanations received by the Board here, and fairly considered? — I have no complaint to 
make of the Board, quite the contrary, I think they have acted all along very fairly ; but im- 
migrants have frequently practised deceptions upon the agents at home ; and when they have 
arrived here, in consequence of some trifling quarrel with the Captain or the Surgeon, they 
have made the Board acquainted with the impositions they had practised in order to get a 
passage ; thus cheating the contractor out of the passage money. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that in nine out of ten of those cases, the party who provided the ship was perfectly igno- 
rant of the matter ; though I will not say so much for the country agents who selected the 
people. The deductions on account of malpractices of this [kind will necessarily be very 
heavy; and the contractor,- who is to be exposed to losses on this score, must be paid an extra 
rate for the risk he takes ; consequently, the Government will have, in the end, to bear the 
losses thus sustained. . , 

28. It has been suggested, with the view of economising the funds to be appropriated to 
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immigration purposes, that if a small bounty, say 87. or 97. per head, were offered to private 
individuals, a very large number would, for the sake of making their own selection in the 
mother-country, he willing, by means of their own agencies, to engage with immigrants, and to 
make arrangements that they should pay in England a portion of their passage money; or 
otherwise engage with their employers, to repay to them, by instalments m this colony, during 
the period of service, what is your opinion of this suggestion? — I am quite of opinion that the 
system of investigating the qualifications of immigrants in this country only, will always work 
badly, that under such a system the colony will have to bear the expense of bringing out a 
great many objectionable people, whose character and unfitness would be found out, if the 
investigations alluded to were conducted in the mother-country, as I have before suggested. 
I do not think such a system would act beneficially either for the settlers who might engage 
them, or for the colony generally ; I think that the introduction of people in this way would be 
unsatisfactory to the party importing, and to the immigrants themselves. 

29. Do you think settlers in the colony, generally, are in a position to enter into arrange- 
ments of this kind? — Ido not think a sufficient number would combine together to do it. 
There is, I think, only one way of carrying out immigration, and that is, by some grand com- 
prehensive scheme, in which the Government shall have the whole management. I may here 
repeat, that in my opinion the immigrants should be selected in the United Kingdom by com- 
petent persons, sent home and authorised by the Government of this colony for that purpose ; 
the remuneration to be given to such parties would be saved by the reduction in the cost ot 
the immigrants, as a ship-owner would rather contract for their conveyance to the colony 
at a reduction of from 20s. to 27. a-head, with the certainty that none would be rejected, than at 
a higher rate with an uncertainty upon that point. The parties so appointed to select the 
immigrants should be paid a certain rate per head for every immigrant shipped and approved 
by the Board here, as before ; thus the labours of the Board would still be necessary, and no 
doubt very valuable as a check on the operations of the Home Board or agents, who should 
be mulct of so much for every person rejected here as disqualified under the regulations ; this 
would afford good security against the selection of improper immigrants. 



Friday , July 16, 1847- 
John Gilchrist, Esq., called in and examined. 

1. You are a merchant in Sydney? — I am. 

2. And have been engaged in introducing immigrants to this colony under the Government 
bounty regulations ? — My firm has. 

3. Do you think there would be any hesitation on the part of your constituents in the mother- 
country again to embark in the importation of immigrants if Government were to resume immi- 
gration ? — None. 

4- Have you any suggestions to offer to the Committee with regard to the regulations, — do 
you think they could be modified or improved ? — I would recommend that greater latitude 
should be given with respect to the class of people who should be qualified to receive the bounty. 
By the present bounty regulations weavers are excluded. When I was at home in 1841 and 
1842 there was great distress among the Paisley hand-loom weavers, and they lvould willingly 
have come out, but were unable to do so on account of the regulations. The regulations at 
present only admit agricultural labourers, shepherds, carpenters, smiths, wheelwrights, brick- 
layers, masons, female domestic and farm servants. An extension of classes admissible for 
bounty should be allowed, and all qualified by age and character should be paid for. 

5. Do you think they would have made good shepherds ? — I have not had sufficient acquaint- 
ance with country matters to express an opinion ; but I have heard masters competent to give 
an opinion say that they would. 

6. Could they not have come as shepherds ? — No, as at the examination that takes place on 
arrival here the parties are asked what they are, and on giving the reply “ weavers,”— -the bounty 
would not be allowed; 18 female weavers were coming out from Paisley, and I was informed it 
was reported to Government, and it was intimated to the contractor that if he took them he 
would do so at his own risk, as they were not persons for whom the bounty would be given. 

7. Were those persons of unexceptionable character? — So I was informed, and would have 
been an useful class of persons in the colony. 

8. {By the Auditor- General.) I think you were the agent of some of the vessels that came out 
in 1844? — Yes, my firm was for the “ Herald,” with two cargoes of emigrants. 

9. Were there many of the immigrants that came out by that ship in these two voyages 
objected to ? — Only one was objected to, and afterwards the bounty was paid for him, upon his 
engaging and proceeding to Moreton Bay, to a settler there. There was objection to him on 
the ground of his having been employed as an attorney’s clerk, although he engaged in town as 
a house servant, and his wife as laundress. 

10. (By the Chairman.) Do you imagine that the regulation which requires that the immi- 
grants introduced shall be subject to the approval of a Board in the colony will at all deter 
respectable parties from entering into contracts for the introduction of immigrants ? — I have 
heard persons at home object to the immigrants undergoing two examinations ; they submit to 
an examination at home, and have again to undergo it here. 

11. Is there any inconvenience occasioned by this double examination, or do you not think 
it an advantage to the ship-owner, as by having inquiries made before the immigrant leaves 
England the contractor may be put on his guard against impositions, which otherwise he might 
not be aware of? — I am inclined to think that it is beneficial, but parties at home complained 
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of it; the fault they found with it was, that the examination at home was not final. When the 
immigrant came out here he was again examined, and was liable to he rejected. 

12. But you would not propose to dispense with the approval by a Board in the colony? 
—No. 

13. (By the Auditor- General.) When it comes to be known that the Board are strict in en- 
forcing the regulations, the contractors will take care to send out proper parties? — Yes. 

14. (By the Chairman.) Do you think there would be any unwillingness on the part of the 
shipping interest to send out immigrants if they were to be paid for, at the option of Govern- 
ment, either in money or in debentures secured on the Land Fund ? — It would, I think, restrict 
the parties who would tender for immigrants ; some parties might not take these debentures, 
others would. 
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15. Do you think it would cause any hesitation in entering into these contracts, or would you 
have sufficient confidence in the security ? — I would have no hesitation in taking them, the 
Government being ultimately liable. 

16. Do you think a considerable amount of such debentures might be negociated in the colony 
readily ? — I think they could in the present state of the money market. 

17- Could you form any estimate of the amount? — It would be mere guess work ; no doubt 
a considerable amount might be disposed of. 

18. Do you not think it likely that some portion might betaken home to be negociated in the 
London market, as it would form a remittance upon which interest would be payable, — a system 
of registration being adopted, by which the interest or principal would be payable either in 
London or Sydney ? — I have not the least doubt of it. 

19. Then looking to the circulation of these in the London market, as well as in the colony, 
what amount do you think the Government might reasonably expect to put in circulation in 
payment for immigration ? — I think 500,0007. between this colony and England might safely 
be issued. Going back to your former question, I would say that if the examination before the 
Board in London were final, the immigrants might be brought out at a cheaper rate, because 
the contractor, calculating upon the probability of having some of the immigrants rejected, 
charges something extra for the risk. 

20. I think from your former answer I gathered that those ship-owners who have had expe- 
rience in the service have found that the risk was more in apprehension than in reality? — Yes ; 
still they would lay on an extra sum to cover it. 

2 1 . (By the Auditor- General.) What difference do you think it would make in the charge,— 
their being passed at home and their being passed here ? — I have not the least hesitation in 
saying that it would make a difference of 17. a-head. 

22. ( By the Chairman .) It has been suggested, with a view of economising the funds to be 

appropriated to immigration purposes, that if a small bounty, — say 87. or 97. per head,— were 
offered to private individuals, a very large number would, for the sake of making their own 
selection in the mother country, be willing, by means of their own agencies, to engage with 
immigrants and to make arrangements that, they should pay in England a portion of their 
passage money, or otherwise engage with their employers to repay to them by instalments in 
this colony during the period of service, — what is your opinion of this suggestion ? — I think it 
would be better to leave it exclusively with the Government. I think there would be great 
difficulty in carrying it out at home to any extent, if only 87. or 97. was allowed; but I do not 
see any objection to allowing settlers to bring out parties for their own employment, allowing 
them the same rate for importing these emigrants as allowed by Government under the same 
regulations. _ .... 

23. You think it would be expensive to the settler, and embarrassing to the question of immi- 
gration generally? — I think so. 

24. What do you think of asking the immigrant himself to pay a portion of the expense of 

his passage to this colony ? — I think there is a great difficulty in inducing persons to come out 
here'; I know that when I was at home it was extremely difficult to get a class of immigrants, 
according to the regulations, to come out. There was a strong desire to get a number of 
Scotch immigrants, and a vessel lay in the Clyde, and every exertion was made to induce 
persons to go in her. An agent was employed to travel over the country, and endeavoured to 
persuade persons to come out here ; but the contractors were obliged to fill up by sending over 
to Ireland. If, therefore, a portion of the passage were required, the difficulty would be 
increased. . . 

25. (By the Auditor- General?) Would you recommend that the debentnres should be sold, 
and that the ship-owners should be paid in cash, or would you recommend that they should 

■ be paid in debentures ? — I think the cheapest mode would be to pay them in money ; the ship- 
owners would more readily embark in it if they were to be paid in money, and no doubt the 
debentures would sell readily to parties in the colony to make remittances home. v> hen de- 
bentures were first issued here, being a new security, there was some hesitation in accepting 
them ; but confidence being now established in them, I have no doubt they would be considered 
a satisfactory mode of investment, always on the understanding that the ultimate repayment 
was guaranteed by the Government. 



Friday, July 16, 1847- 

Captain Charles Lewis Van Zuilecom called in and examined. 

1. You command the ship "Princess Royal?” — Yes. . ., . Capt.C. Lewis 

2. And I believe have recently taken out immigrants from the mother country to Adelaide . Van Zuilecom . 
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3. How many did you take out ?— Equal to 1954 statute adults. 

4. How many men. women, and children did that afford ?- About an equal proportumof 
married and single ; 78 married oouples, 18 hoys under fourteen, 13 ™ds under fourteen, and 
6 or 7 infants aider twelve months old, who were not counted, 45 single men and 41 women. 

5. With whom did you contract for that service?— With Her Majesty s Colonial Land and 

Emigration Commissioners. . ... , 0 u 1 , 

6 How was the arrangement made with you for carrying out these immigrants ?— By charter, 
direct from the Commissioners to the ship-owners. , . » . , 

7. Did you send in a tender for their conveyance?— Yes ; advertisements for tenders were 

issued, and ours was the lowest. . 

8. At what rate did you undertake this contract? — At the rate of 107. los. for each statute 

ad 9 U You found provisions?— Yes, and everything according to the regulations expressed in 
the charter party. „ , . . . _ r , 

10. Can you state whether there was much competition for this service 1< our or live vessels 

competed with us. ^ . ..... 

11. Do you think, if the Government of New South Wales desired to revive immigration, 
there would be any difficulty in getting the shipping interest to enter into it?— I should say 
not, as it is an advantage for vessels to come on here with the certainty of an outward cargo, 
obtained with dispatch, and then onward to India. As the export tonnage required for the 
Indian ports, from England, is infinitely less than the tonnage required at the Indian ports 
for the English markets, ships would take these colonies in their route to India, and that 
would enable them to bring out immigrants here at a much cheaper rate than thoy other- 
wise could. 

12. Do you think there would be much chance of getting them at a cheaper rate than 
your contract price? — No; that contract was considerably below the average. The vessels 
that succeeded us obtained 3?. or 4Z. a-head more, in consequence of the goncral vise of 
freights in nearly all parts of the world, to many other ports. 

13. To whom were your immigrants submitted for approval? — A gentleman was ap- 
pointed by the Commissioners to examine them, and to see the certificates which it was 
necessary they should bring from their parishes. 

14. Where did the examination take place? — In Plymouth and London. In my own 
instance, about 50 were brought from the dep6t in London, and the remainder from Ply- 
mouth, who had been principally collected from the western counties. The certificates 
were kept until the ship was ready to receive them ; and those who had been brought down to 
the depot, chiefly from Wiltshire, were then shipped, and the remainder, as I before stated, were 
taken in at Plymouth. 

15. Having been once approved by the authorised officer, there was no further examination 
of them upon their arrival in the colony? — No further examination. They were brought on 
board, put into messes of equal to eight adults, who were allowed to choose their own mess- 
mates from the particular class to which they belonged, and shewn their berths, each 
hearing a number before the ship sailed, under his superintendence. 

16. Who collected the immigrants in the first instance ? — The usual mode of obtaining them 
is by advertising in the newspapers, and by posting placards about the towns and villages, 
stating that persons desirous to emigrate can, upon producing the necessary certificates, 
obtain a free passage. I do not think, among all the immigrants brought out by me, there 
was one who had obtained a passage by means of A forged certificate, or by practising impo- 
sition upon the agent. 

17. Do you think the shipping interest with which you are connected would be willing to 
enter freely into a scheme of immigration to this colony, provided the Government were dis- 
posed to resume immigration ? — Decidedly. I think it would be considered very desirable by 
them, as it would materially assist them on their voyage to India. As there is not sufficient 
inducement for vessels of large tonnage to come out here with a view to cargo only, I have no 
doubt it would give a great impetus to the shipping interest, which was much required when 
I left England. 

18. Do you think there would be any hesitation, on the part of the ship-owners in London, 
to take in payment debentures secured upon the Land Fund of this colony, bearing a fair rate of 
interest, which debentures may be payable either in London or in the colony ? — I think there 
would be an objection. The objection would be, that there might be a difficulty somotimes in 
negociating debentures ; and if 500?. or 600?. were required for disbursements, a party might 
be put to great inconvenience, which would not be the case if the payment were made in cash. 
Unless a ship-owner had a very large capital, I think he would object to take these debentures 
in payment. 



19. Supposing a proportion of the amount were payable in money, say one-half or one-third, 
and the vest were payable in debentures, would that difficulty be relieved? — I think there would 
still be an objection. 

20. You think that, in tendering for the conveyance of immigrants to this colony, the con- 
dition that the parties were to be paid either in money or in debentures, at the option of the 
Government, might cause rather an increased rate to be demanded, or a limited competition 
for the contract ? — I think both those circumstances would occur ; you would have to pay a 
higher price for the immigrant, and competition would be more limited. 

21. Have you, yourself, had any experience with regard to the debentures of this colony? — - 
No, I have not. 

22. Provided parties have confidence in these debentures, do you think there would be any 
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hesitation on the part of ship-owners to accept a Government security of this kind to a certain 
amount? — -Wealthy persons, or those who have abundant means at command, would have no 
objection, because they have confidence in the present flourishing state of the colony. 

23. Could you suggest anything to the Committee which, in your opinion, would be of 
advantage in the way of improving or modifying the regulations under which you have con- 
ducted your charter party for immigration ? — The regulations of the Commissioners were so 
implicit, as well as explicit, that they could notfail to be carried out well. I have brought with 
me a scale of provisions, to show the Committee that the immigrants were well provided with 
every necessary during the voyage ; I have also brought the various certificates and forms 
which have to be filled up. [ The Witness handed in the same. Vide Appendix.'] 

24. Did you find that the immigrants were generally satisfied? — Very much so indeed; 
they were highly pleased with every arrangement, both as regards the food, and the manner in 
which they were placed in the vessel, the married being separated from the single ; the single 
men being placed forward, the single women in the after part of the ship, and the various other 
arrangements were quite satisfactory. 

25. Did no immorality occur on board ? — Not the slightest, to my knowledge. 

26. Was there any difficulty in getting immigrants to fill the ship ?— -There was at the last 
moment, but that arose from delay in arranging their affairs, and not from any indisposition to 
emigrate. When I sailed I left 40 or 50 waiting for the next vessel. 

27. Do you imagine if Government were to advertise for a few thousand for this colony 
there would be any difficulty in getting them ? — I do not, particularly under present circum- 
stances ; that class of people would be very glad to have the opportunity of emigrating. I 
would mention that in several instances parties have been supplied with the means of emi- 
grating from England to Adelaide, who left that colony to come over to Port Phillip or to 
New South Wales, their passage having been paid for by the Adelaide Government, and they 
having friends in this colony; had vessels been coming on to Sydney they would, no doubt, 
have come by them. Each adult has to pay 17. to the Commissioners upon engaging to emi- 
grate, that is for the bed and blanket, the knife and fork, which is given to them to keep ; they 
are furnished with w'hat else they require free of expense. 

28. Did you find them generally manageable on board— did they readily comply with the 
regulations which you found it necessary to enforce for the preservation of health and order ? 
Yes ; those most trustworthy were appointed as constables. 

29. Who acted under you? — The Surgeon Superintendent and myself acted in concert. 
Constables were appointed, to whom a little extra indulgence was given on board, and the 
Colonial Government allow these constables a certain sum, provided their conduct is good, as 
much as 37. each. We had also a schoolmaster, who was instrumental in keeping them in good 
order, who received a gratuity of 51. Some were also appointed to see that the provisions were 
properly served ; the duty of the constable was to see that cleanliness and good order was 
observed. A watch was constantly kept at night between decks, to prevent any petty annoy- 
ances or improprieties. 

30. You found the whole scheme work well?— Very well; I think they are the best regula- 
tions that have been hitherto framed. 

31. Is yours the first vessel in which this system has been carried out? — I think two or three 
vessels went out to Adelaide under this system prior to ours, but, possibly, there was not that 
strictness there should have been, and the consequence was a little laxity. I impressed upon 
the surgeon who was with me the importance of being strict in the first instance; he was so, 
and we found everything work well throughout the voyage. He was a young man ; it was his 
first voyage with immigrants, and he was anxious to do everything in furtherance of the views 
of the Emigration Commissioners. 
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APPENDIX to the foregoing. 

Schedule (A). 

Referred to in the 17th Section of the Passengers’ Act. 



Ship’s Name. 


Master’s Name. 


Tons 

per 

Register. 


Aggregate Number 
of superficial Feet in 
the several Compartments 
set apart for Steerage 
and Intermediate 
Passengers. 


Total Number 
of Statute 
Adults the 
Ship can 
| legally carry. 


Where Bound. 















I hereby certify that the Provisions actually laden on board this Ship, according to the sections 
of the Passengers’ Act, are sufficient for Passengers, computed according to the Act. 

(Signed) 1 Master. 



(Date) 
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Nominal List op Passengers. 



Ports of 
Embarkation. 


Name of 
Passengers. 


Adults. 


Children 
under 14 Years. 


Profession, 
Occupation, or 
Calling 
of Passenger. 


Port at which 
Passengers 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


to be Landed. 












_ 












Total Number oft 
Souls equal to > 
Statute Adults . j 











We hereby certify that the above is a correct list of all the Passengers who embarked at the Port 



Signed, 

Countersigned, 



_ Master. 

Officer of Customs. 



Note .— Totals and a certificate in the above form must, according to the requirements of the Act, be added after tlie 
last name on the list of the Passengers embarked at any and every port. 



Clearing Certificate from H. M. Emigration Agent. 



Name of Ship. | 


Registered j 
Tonnage. 


Aggregate Number 
of Superficial Feet in the 
several Compartments | 
appropriated for 
Steerage and Intermediate 
Passengers. 


Total Number 
of Statute Adults 
the Ship can 
Legally Carry. 


Intending 
to touch at. 


Bound to. 


Name 
of Master. 

















Cabin Passengers. 



Adults, Male 

Ditto, Female 

Children between One and Fourteen 
Under One Tear 

Total .... 



Number of Souls. • 



Equal to Adults, computed by 
Passengers’ Act. 



Intermediate and Steerage Passenger 



Number of Souls. 



Equal to Adults, computed by 
Passengers’ Act. 



Adults, Male 

Ditto, Female 

Children between One and Fourteen 
Under One Year 

Total .... 



Equal to Adults, computed by 
Passengers’ Act. 



Men 

Boys 



Total Number of Adults, including Crew, computed according' 
to Passengers’ Act , 
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I, the undersigned. Government Emigration Agent at , do hereby certify that 

the foregoing appear to be the burthen and dimensions of the above-named vessel, and also to be the 
number and description of her passengers and crew ; and that her fittings, provisions, and stores, 
appear to be in due conformity with the requirements of the Passengers’. Act. And I further certify, 
that I have inspected the list of passengers of the said vessel, and that it appears to be correct ; and 
that, having regard as well to the space of the lower deck unoccupied by the ship’s goods or stores, as 
to the tonnage, the number of passengers named in the said list does not exceed the number allowed by 
the Passengers’ Act. And finally, that in these and all other respects, the provisions of the said Act 
have been duly complied with in the present case. 

Dated at _» this"! 

day of i 184 J 

Government Emigration Agent. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

Capt. C. Lewis 
Van Zuilecom. 

July 1G, 1847. 



Surgeon’s Certificate of Good Treatment on the Voyage. 

To be procured by the Master, and sent home to his Employers. 

I certify that the Emigrants who proceeded at the public expense to _ j 

by the ship , have been well treated during the voyage, and that the following are 

the names of all who were born or have died, or have left the ship during the voyage, viz. : — 



(If a Child has not been 
named, give the name 
of Parents and sex of 
Child.) 


Died. 


Left the Ship. 


Dates. 


Remarks. 




i 






N. B. The word, none 
is to be inserted in these 
columns when appli- 



Signature of the Surgeon -Superintendent of the Ship 
Counter Signature of the Immigration Agent 



, 184 . 



Certificate of Final Departure. 

To be addressed to “ S. Walcott, Esq., Secretary to the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, No. 9, Park- 
street, Westminster,” and sent on shore by the last Pilot. The Signatures of the Master and Surgeon hc 
placed after the last name on the list. 



be 



of 



We hereby certify that the 



took her final departure from the port 
, at o’clock, m., on the day of 

, 184 , and is now on her way to j having on 

board the following Emigrants, who have embarked under authority from the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners, or their Officer, viz. : — 

(N.B.— Copy the Names and Ages from the Embarkation Orders.) 







Name. 


Married, j 


Single. | 


Children. 


















Boys. 


Girls. 


1 


\6 

5 


Surname. 


Christian Name. 




< 

~a 

S 

* 


'I 

J3 


| 


One to Fourteen. 


O 

S3 


One to Fourteen. 


O 

P 




























Total . • • 
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Passengers Proceeding at their own Cost. 



Cabin. 


Intermediate. 


Steerage. 










N.H. This List to he sub- 
scribed by the Master, and 
the names of Children, as 
well as Adults, to bo in- 
serted, 



Dietary Scale for Emigrant Shim Sailing under Government Superintendence. 

(To he hung up in at least two conspicuous places between docks.) 

This is the scale for each adult. Women receive the same rations as men ; children between one 
and fourteen receive one-half. No rations for infants under one. 

All the issues are to continue on the same days as below, thus giving pork three times a-wcck, 
and beef twice, throughout the voyage. 




While in port, and for one or two days afterwards, if practicable, one pound of fresh meat and one 
pound of soft bread per adult, to be issued, with a suitable supply of vegetables, in lieu of the salt and 
preserved meat, and of flour, suet, raisins, rice, and peas. 

It will he in the discretion of the Surgeon-Superintendent to issue three times a-week, to children 
under seven, four ounces of rice or three ounces of sago, in lieu of salt meat. 

(а) The biscuit must not be below the second quality of that article. 

(б) Prime new Irish or Hamburg East India beef, and prime Irish mess pork. 

(c) From September to March, inclusive, parties will have the option of taking a supply of fresh potatoes for the first 
month or six weeks, substituting one pound for the quarter of a pound of preserved potatoes. 

* Half a pound of flour may be substituted for potatoes should the supply of this article become exhausted or unfit 
for use. 



By order of Her Majesty’s Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 



Colonial Land and Emigration OfBce, 
184 . 



S. Walcott, Secretary. 



(No. 198.) No. 2. 

Copt of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 
October 8, 1847. 

(Received March 4, 1848.) 

My Lord, 

With reference to my Despatch, No. 195, of the 29th ultimo, enclosing 
the copy of an address and resolution which (had been presented to me by the 
Legislative Council, with the report of the Select Committee, appointed to 
consider and report upon the present demand for labour in this colony, and 
the best means of obtaining a supply of the same, I have the honour to 
forward herewith an address which has been adopted by the Legislative 
Council, and which they respectfully request may he laid at the foot of the 
Throne ; expressing their sympathy and regret at the great and overwhelming 
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distress prevailing in different parts of the United Kingdom from the scarcity NB wales. TH 

of food and superabundant population ; and representing the great demand for - — 

labour now existing in this colony ; in consideration of which circumstances, 

the Council humbly pray that Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to 

sanction the adoption of such measures as to Her Majesty may seem meet for 

the removal from the United Kingdom of such of Her subjects as may be 

desirous to emigrate to this colony. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 2. Enel, in No. 2. 

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the members of the Legislative 
Council of New South Wales, in Council assembled, desire to approach your Majesty with 
the renewed assurance of our attachment to your Majesty’s Person and Government. 

We humbly beg to represent to your Majesty, that we have heard with feelings of the 
deepest sympathy and regret, of the great and overwhelming distress prevailing in different 
parts of the United Kingdom, from the scarcity of food and superabundant population. 

We humbly beg further to represent to your Majesty, that there is at the present moment 
the most urgent demand for labour in the colony of New South Wales; that this demand is 
daily increasing, and is more pressing than has been experienced at any former period ; and 
that unless a due supply of immigrants be speedily obtained, the ruin of many employers of 
labour must inevitably ensue — and the general welfare of all classes of the colonists be seriously 
impaired. 

That whilst this pressing demand exists for a due supply of labour for carrying on those 
industrial pursuits upon the exercise of which the staple export of the colony depends, there is 
also an unlimited field for additional employment in various occupations which cannot now be 
profitably pursued from a deficiency of labourers. 

That so great is the distress experienced from this want of labour, that the colonists have, 
in some instances, been induced to have recourse to the importation of Coolies from India, and 
savage natives from the Polynesian islands ; and that, in the absence of any direct immigration, 
from Europe, India, China, and the islands of the Pacific, appear to be the only sources to 
which the colony can resort for a supply of labour. 

That this Council cannot regard the prospect of an immigration of this character, without 
feelings of the deepest regret and alarm, arising from the apprehension that it would expose the 
colony to all the evils of a mixed, and [coloured population, and lead to the pre-occupation of 
the territory by a semi-barbarous or savage race, to the prejudice of immigrants from the 
United Kingdom, and to the injury of the purely British character which it is so desirable the 
colony should continue to maintain. 

That New South Wales, with a population of 200,000 souls, contains 8,000,000 of sheep, 
being equal to one-fifth of the whole number of the sheep contained in Great Britain; and 
1,400,000 head of horned cattle, being equal to one-third of the whole number of cattle con- 
tained in Great Britain. It is obvious, therefore, that no possible amount of population to be 
obtained by means of immigration can equal the supply of animal food which the colony is 
capable of affording, whilst the boundless extent of fertile lands it contains, is capable 
of yielding the necessary supplies of grain for the support of many millions of human 
beings. 

That the colony presents the means of immediate employment and advantageous settle- 
ment during the ensuing 12 months, for 20,000 souls, including women and children, which it 
would be desirable to distribute at the various ports of Portland Bay, Melbourne, and Geelong, 

Twofold Bay, Jervis Bay, Sydney, Newcastle, and Moreton Bay. 

That the territorial revenue of the colony, affords ample securit y for a much larger sum 
than is necessary to be expended in the introduction of the above number of immigrants. 

That for the purposes of emigration it is desirable that a loan of 1 ,000,000/. sterling be 
raised in England, to be secured on the territorial revenues of the colony, and guaranteed by 
the Imperial Parliament, (in accordance with the precedent established in the case of Canada;) 
but that, in the event of such a parliamentary guarantee not being granted, the plan df the 
Colonial Government for the issue of debentures, to be secured upon the territorial revenues m 
payment for immigration, meets with the approval of this Council. . ,, 

"That in recording its grateful sense of the consideration which induced his Excellency uie 
Governor of this colony, at the commencement of the present year, to recommend the imme- 
diate introduction of 5000 statute adults into the territory of New South Wales, this Council 
desires to express its cordial concurrence in the declaration of his Excellency, ‘ Thai a regular 
and copious supply of labour carefully adjusted to the demand, is necessary not only to 
promote, but to maintain in a satisfactory state the chief objects of colonial industry. 
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We therefore humbly and earnestly represent to your Majesty, the urgent necessity for the 
renewal. of immigration to this colony; a portion of the expense attendant upon which, we 
would further humbly represent, should, in justice,- be defrayed by the parishes, in the United 
Kingdom, which would thereby be relieved of their surplus populatien. We humbly pray, 
that your Majesty will be graciously pleased to take this our most respectful representation 
into your Majesty’s gracious consideration, and sanction the adoption of such measures as to 
your Majesty may seem meet, for the removal from the United Kingdom, of such of your 
Majesty’s subjects as may be desirous to emigrate to this colony ; where their condition cannot 
fail to be ameliorated, by having placed within their reach profitable employment, and an 
abundance of all the necessaries of life. 

Charles Nicholson, Speaker. 

Legislative Council Chamber, Sydney, 

September 29, 1847. 



(No. 240.) No. 3. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 
December 14, 1847. 

My Lord, ( Received May 20, 1848.) 

I do myself the honour to submit, for your Lordship’s information, the 
following report of the present state of the Land Fund of this colony, and of the 
sum likely to be available for immigration purposes between the present date and 
the end of the year 1848. 

The debentures issued in former years on the security of the territorial revenue 
have been all paid off, and that revenue is now therefore entirely free from incum- 
brance. 

There is at the present time lying in the Colonial Treasury, at the credit of the 
Territorial Revenue, the sum of 109,302Z. 5s. 8d. 

Your Lordship will therefore see that the anticipations expressed in my Des- 
patch, No. 19, of the 30th January, 1847, when I recommended the resumption of 
emigration to this colony to the extent of 5000 statute adults, have been fully 
realized. 

The sum likely to be available for emigration purposes between the present 
time and the end of the year 1848 (including the 109,302£. 5s, 8 d. now lying in 
the Treasury), is estimated by the Auditor- General of the colony at 170, 00OZ. I 
do not expect that the actual amount available for immigration will fall far short 
of that named by the Auditor-General ; but I think it right to remark that, in 
estimating the deduction to be made from the gross revenue of the ensuing year 
for the expense of surveys and other primary charges upon it, the Auditor-General 
has not taken into account the additional expense which will be incurved in the 
surveys requisite for the issue of leases under Her Majesty’s Order in Council of 
the 9th March, 1847 : of this last-mentioned expense 1 have at present no data on 
which to form an estimate. 

In farther evidence of the urgent and daily increasing demand for labour which 
exists in every branch of colonial industry, I beg to enclose a copy of a petition 
which has been addressed to me by 943 persons, comprising a large proportion of 
the most influential and respectable inhabitants of the colony. The petitioners 
represent that the consequences to the best interests of the colony will be disas- 
trous, if some public measure be not promptly adopted for obtaining a continuous 
and sufficient immigration. They suggest that funds for the immediate renewal 
of immigration should be raised by debentures secured on the land revenue, and in 
the event of that revenue being found insufficient to meet the sum annually 
required, they propose that the liquidation of the principal and interest of the debt 
should be provided for by an annual rate to be levied on all employers of labour in 
proportion to the number of persons in their employment. 

Until favoured with your Lordship’s answer to my Despatch No. 19, of the 
30th January, 1847, above referred to, I shall come to no conclusion as to the 
course which it may be expedient to adopt in compliance with the prayer of the 
petition. 

I have, &c.. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, C. A. FITZROY., 

&c. &c. &c. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 



65 



Enclosure 1 in No. 3. ^WALES^ 

Return showing the estimated Amount which will be available for the purposes of ImmigTa- 

tiou, between the present date and the end of the Year 1848. Enel. 1 in No. 3. 

Estimated balance at the credit of the Land Revenue on 31st December, 1847 . £1 13,000* 

Estimated amount of Revenue in 1848 ..... £84,000 

Less estimated amount of charges on the same . . . 27,000 j 57,000 

Estimated balance available for Immigration between this date and 31st 

December, 1848 . . . £170,000 



* The balance at the present date is 109.302Z. 5s. 8 d. , r , 

t This estimate does not include the additional expense which will be incurred for the surveys requisite 
for the issue of leases under the Order in Council of 9th March, 1847. 

Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, (Signed) William Lithgow, 

December 13, 1847. Auditor-General. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 3. 

To His Excellency Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, Govemor-in-Chief of the Colony of New End- 2 ■“ N °- 3 - 
South Wales, &c. &c. &c. 

The Humble Petition of the undersigned Colonists 

Showeth 

That whilst in parts of Great Britain and Ireland destitution prevails to a fearful 
extent, this country possesses a superabundance of the chief necessaries of life, whilst it. lan- 
guishes for a deficiency of labour ; and even should the recommendation for the revival of 
immigration, transmitted by your Excellency in the early part of this year to the Home Govern- 
ment be complied with, your petitioners consider that 5000 adults would be quite inadequate 
to the wants of the colony. ... , 

That the principle of deferred payment by means of loans appears to your petitioners to be 
peculiarly applicable to immigration, inasmuch as the benefits derivable from it are, in a great 
measure, prospective rather than immediate ; and they are further of opinion, that recourse to 
the system of debentures to a moderate extent, bearing a low rate of interest within the colony, 
would, in other respects, he attended with salutary results. . 

Your petitioners would therefore suggest, that fuuds for the immediate renewal of immigra- 
tion should be raised by the issue of debentures, to be secured upon the land revenue of the 
colony ; and, in the event of the land revenue being found insufficient to meet the sum annually 
required that the liquidation of the principal and interest of this debt should be provided for 
by an annual rate, to be levied on all employers of labour in proportion to the number of per- 
sons in their employment, by which course the Immigration Fund would be under the control 
of the local legislature. „ _ , . , ... x , 

That your petitioners are firmly persuaded that this rate would not only be readily assented 
to by the employers of labour generally, but would also be easy of collectien, and need not be 
made to press heavily upon the payer, inasmuch as the first outlay for immigration would be 
provided by the issue of debentures, and the cost to the colony would, as your petitioners con- 
ceive be considerably lightened by contributions from the parochial authorities and others at 
home to an amount equal to the expense of the passage of adults to the North American 
colonies, and of the whole passage of the children in each family to this colony, so that the 
arrival of the immigrants might possibly precede the collection of the rate, and a return equi- 
valent at. the least to the amount, of the rate levied would be secured to the employers of labour, 
together with incalculable benefit to the community at large. 

Impressed with the urgent need of labour that exists, and the disastrous consequences to 
which the best interests of the colony must be exposed if some public measure be not promptly 
adopted for obtaining a continuous and sufficient immigration, and feeling deeply that no time 
could be more opportune than the present for rendering the good of this country subservient 
to the relief of those at home who have the strongest claim upon their sympathy, your peti- 
tioners beg earnestly to press this most important subject upon the consideration of your 

Excellency. . . ... , 0 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. &c. 

[Here follow 943 signatures.] 



(No. 244.) No. 4. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 
December 17, 1847. 

My Lord ( Received May 20, 1848.) 

With reference to my Despatch, No. 83, of the 9th April last, enclosing 
a petition from the Corporation of Melbourne to Her Most Gracious Majesty on 
the subject of immigration, I have now the honour to forward a letter which, has 



No. 4. 

Answered July 10, 
1848, p. 104. 

For Sir C. A. Fitz- 
Roy's Despatch, Sth. 
April, No. 83, vide 
Papers relative to 
Emigration to the Aus- 
tralian. Colonies, pre ■ 
seated by Command, 
December, 1847. Ses- 
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sional Paper, House 
of Commons, 1847-8, 
No. 50 (2), p. 26. 
Ditto, House of Lords , 
No. 19 (2 )p. 26. 

20 August, 1847. 

1 . 

16 August, 1847. 
2 . 

6 October, 1847. 

3. 

20 September, 1847. 

4. 

11 October, 1847. 
_ 

6 October, 1847. 
6 . 

22 October, 1847. 
7. 

14 October, 1847. 



been addressed to me by the Superintendent of Port Phillip, covering a petition 
from the inhabitants of that district, urging me to bring under your Lordship’s 
notice the claims of the district to the expenditure of the revenue arising from the 
sale of Crown Lands on emigration purposes. 

I also forward the copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. La Trobe, 
enclosing a petition addressed to me by the Corporation of Melbourne, praying 
that an abundant immigration maybe carried on from the United Kingdom to 
Port Phillip on the system therein proposed. 

I have also the honour to forward the copy of a letter from Mr. La Trobe, 
covering a memorial addressed to me by the inhabitants of Port Phillip, and 
adopted at a public meeting held on the 6th October last, praying that the whole 
of the land revenue of the district may be employed in the introduction of labour 
to Port Phillip alone. 

I further transmit the copy of another communication which I have received 
from Mr. La Trobe, covering an extract from the minutes of the Town Council 
of Melbourne, containing a series of resolutions on the same subject. 

I have so frequently laid before your Lordship my views regarding a renewal of 
immigration to this colony, that I need not now trouble your Lordship on the 
subject further than to observe, that although Mr. La Trobe, in his letter dated 
20th August, 1847, earnestly recommends the claim of the Port Phillip district to 
the expenditure of the revenue arising from the sale of Crown Lands to the pur- 
poses of immigration, and that all emigration to the colony may be divided between 
New South Wales proper and the district of Port Phillip in that proportion 
which will give to each division the benefit of its net land revenue. I feel bound 
to state that I fully concur in the opinion of my predecessor, that so long as the 
Port Phillip district forms an integral portion of the colony of New South Wales, 
the funds derived from the sale of lands in either district should be expended for 
the joint benefit of the whole colony. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) CHAS. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



End. l in No. 4.' (No. 47/927.) Enclosure 1 in No. 4. 

Superintendent's Office, Melbourne, 

Sir, August 20, 1847. 

It is my duty to forward to you, for presentation to his Excellency the Governor, the 
enclosed petition, addressed to his Excellency, from certain of the inhabitants of the district of 
Port Phillip in public meeting assembled, urging his Excellency to bring under the notice of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the claims of the Port Phillip district to the expenditure of 
the revenue arising during the present year from the sale of Crown lands to the purposes of 
immigration, and that all emigration to the colony may be divided between Now South 
Wales proper and the district of Port Phillip, in that proportion which will give to each division 
its net land revenue. 

In performing this duty I do not consider it necessary to comment upon each point adverted 
to by the petitioners ; 

But I cannot withhold my earnest recommendation that the prayer of the petition may meet 
with the attention it merits. 

The existence of great difficulties thrown in the way of the employers of labour of every 
character and degree in the Port Phillip district, for the want of a sufficient supply, is too 
evident and notorious to require substantiation. 

Neither can the fact, also that the produce of the sale of Crown lands in this district, if 
applied to the purpose of introducing this labour, would go very far to remove the obstacles 
which present themselves in the way of steady advance, be disputed. 

I think it must also be allowed that the purchaser of Crown lands in the Port Phillip dis- 
trict, as in other districts similarly circumstanced under the present system of sales, is justified 
in supposing that in making his purchase he obtains, as the petitioners state, both land and 
labour, and that if the funds secured by his purchase are either wholly or in part to be 
expended on emigration, he has a positive claim to his full proportion of the advantage 
held out. 

The admission follows that any arrangement for the introduction of labour into the colony, 
which would leave the Port Phillip land purchaser without a full proportionate and equitable 
supply, must be held to be of a questionable and imperfect character. 

Now, with all respect to the opinions and intentions of the high authorities, which, notwith- 
standing the plain and simple course proposed by the Right Hon. the Secretary of State in 
1841, that the land fund of the district of Port Phillip, kept perfectly distinct from that of 
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the middle district, should be expended in emigration to the district in which it had accrued, 
have proposed and adopted other arrangements, and might defend the introduction direct to 
the middle district of no small amount of labour, secured solely by the land fund of the Port 
Philip district. * It appears to me that the course pursued towards Port Phillip, however fair 
it might be asserted to be, and which could never be defended upon any grounds whatsoevel 
except those of expediency, it is a course which will, I am persuaded, be unhesitatingly con- 
demned at a future period. 

It was not. fair at once to assume, to the manifest advantage of the middle district and the 
undeniable disadvantage of the Port Phillip district, that the produce of the sale of Crown 
lands in Port Phillip was greater, if justly and discreetly employed, than could possibly be 
necessary for the local requirements. Neither was it just to anticipate the course that the 
stream of labour might be inclined to take in seeking its level ; and instead of allowing it a 
chance, at least, of fertilizing the country in which it took its rise, to carry it at once by a strait 
conduct to a district from which return in any volume, however much needed, was next to 
impossible. It is clear to me that the assumption that such return was not only practicable, 
but natural and inevitable, should circumstances require it, has been an erroneous one. If 
there be any truth in this view of the character of past arrangements, his Excellency will, I 
make no doubt, be disposed to admit that, under present circumstances, distressed as the 
inhabitants of both town and country in the Port Phillip district are, for the want of a timely 
supply of labour, and looking forward to a possibly speedy separation, both financial and 
political, from the older colony, they cannot be expected to look upon the possible continued 
application of the land revenue, up to the very last moment, to purposes foreign to their imme- 
diate relief and advantage without feelings of anxiety, to say the least; and I trust that his 
Excellency will consider them justified in pressing forward to make appeal to his Excellency’s 
consideration and influence with Her Majesty’s Ministers to secure the degree of advantage 
that maybe henceforward afforded by the strict application of the present and future produce 
of the sale of land within the limits of the district, to the advantage of the portion of the colony 
where it is realized. 

I have, &c.. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) C. J. La Tkobe. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 4. 

To his Excellency Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, Knight, Companion of the Royal 
Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Captain - General and Governor-in-Chief of the 
Territory of New South Wales and its dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the 
same, &c., &c., &c. 

The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the district of Port Phillip in public meeting 
assembled, 

Showeth, 

That the progress of the district is paralysed, and the material fortunes of its inhabitants 
greatly injured by the unprecedented scarcity of labour of every class and description. 

That in past years the Land Fund, the source from which labour should be imported into 
this district, was diverted from its just destination for the benefit of New South Wales proper, 
and to the amount of 189,455Z. was expended, as the public accounts have clearly proved, in 
importing immigrants to the middle district. 

That more recently, namely, in the years 1844-5, when immigration was carried on by 
means of debentures, which the land revenue of Port Phillip has in a great measure paid off, 
this district did not even receive its allotted quota. 

That during the first seven months of this year (1847), Crown lands to the amount of 38,916Z. 
have been sold under the law which establishes a minimum price of 1Z. per acre, the principle 
of which law is, that not land alone is sold at that minimum, but land and labour. 

That in spite of the oft-repeated argument that labour finds its own level, your petitioners are 
not satisfied that the level should be reached through the channel of the middle district ; 
whilst, if the argument be just and true, the inhabitants of the middle district have no right to 
object to the level being attained through the channel of Port Phillip. 

That it is a very general opinion, as proved by evidence laid before the Legislative Council, 
that to export the capital of the colony to import labour, tends to produce monetary panics, 
such as occurred in the years 1842-3. But if this be in a certain degree mischievous to a 
colony, it must be little short of certain ruin to Port Phillip to export its capital for no return 
whatever, but for labour to be imported 600 miles off, and diverted into channels extending to 
a distance in many cases of 1200 miles. 

That Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s Prime Minister, did, when Secretary of State for 
the Colonies in the year 1841, as proved by extracts from despatches in a schedule to this petition 
annexed, advisedly, and in opposition to his Excellency Sir George Gipps advice to the con- 
trary, sanction the principle that the Land Fund of the district of Port Phillip should be 

expended in immigration to the district in which it had accrued. 

That 10,000 souls would not more than supply the urgent requirements of this district. . . 

That no portion of the Land Fund ought, in the opinion of your petitioners, to be devoted 
to the public works on which it is lawful to expend one half the net amount, as such works 
would add to your petitioners’ extreme embarrassment by a still further absorption ot labour. 

K 2 



NEW 80UTH 
WALES. 



Enel. 2 in No. 4. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




68 PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 

That your petitioners, adverting to the amount of land sales in this district during the first 
seven months of this year, as above stated, to the probable results ot further sales and amounts 
accumulating for licences to occupy Crown lands, believe that the gross land revenue ot the year 
1847 will not fall short of 80,0001, whilst from the circumstance of a large extent of Crown 
lands having been surveyed in former years, the charges upon that revenue are disproportion- 

^AniTyour petitioners therefore pray, that your Excellency will he pleased to lay this their 
petition, before Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies; and that your Excellency 
will advise the immediate expenditure of the land revenue in immigration, and that all immi- 
gration to the colony of New South Wales may he divided between New South Wa ns proper 
and the district of Port Phillip in that, proportion which will give to each division I ho benefit 
of its net land revenue. And your petitioners will ever pray. 



(Extract.) Schedule. 

Sydney, January 31, 1841. 

In the permissions to import emigrants it has been left to the discretion of the importers to 
land them either at Sydney or Port Phillip; and it is to be presumed that by far the greater 
portion of them will be landed in Sydney, and the bounties consequently claimed for them in 
Sydney; but if the intentions conveyed in the despatches above mentioned be carried into effect, 
and the General Land Fund of the colony be divided into three portions, the portion applicable 
to the payment of bounties at Sydney may, and in all probability will, be altogether inadequate 
to meet the demands on it, and it is the difficulty in which this Government may consequently 
be placed that I respectfully beg to bring under the notice of your Lordship. 

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell. (Signed) George GiPX’S. 

(■Extract. - ) Colonial Land Emigration Office, 

9, Park-street, July 21, 1841. 

We have next to advert to the opinion urged in the despatch under our consideration against 
the expediency of keeping separate accounts of the land funds of the districts of the colony. 

The general principle which we think it is of advantage to adopt is, that the salo of. waste 
lands in one large division of the colony is to be taken as a test ot the want of labour in that 
division, and that unless labour is conveyed there by means of the purchase money, the land 
will not be sold. This rule appears to us justly applicable to Port Phillip, which has in so 
great a degree already acquired the character of a distinct colony. 

There is a local though subordinate government established there, and all the machinery 
necessary for the collection and custody of the land revenue. The demaud for labour is also 
not less urgent than in the other Australian settlements. We therefore do not see any grounds 
for disturbing the arrangement already made for employing that portion of tho land funds of 
Sydney and Port Phillip which is set apart for emigration, in conveying labour to tho district 
which has furnished the fund. 

As regards Moreton Bay, however, if our recommendation he adopted of granting the 
northern boundary of the Sydney district, which has been asked for by the Councirof New 
South Wales, the district likely to be occupied by the name of Moreton Bay will, for some time 
to come, be inconsiderable in extent, and remaining directly under the authority of the Govern* 
ment at Sydney. 

We think therefore that, until it has extended to the northward, and been placed on a footing 
in respect to the government resembling Port Phillip, that it will be expedient to leave it to the 
discretion of the Governor to determine the extent of the land fund which shall be employed in 
conveying labour exclusively to the district. 

James Stephen, Esq. (Signed) T. F. Elliot. 

E. E. Villus ns. ; 

(Extract.) Downing-street, August 30, 1841. 

On the question of keeping separate accounts of the land funds of the three districts of the 
colony, I adopt the opinions of the Commissioners that there appears to be no sufficient ground 
for disturbing the arrangement with regard to the management of those funds which at present 
exist. 

His Excellency Sir George Gipps. (Signed) John Russell. 

(Signed) Henry Moor, Mayor of the Town of Melbourne, in ihe navno and 

on behalf of a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants of Port 
Phillip, held at the Royal Hotel in Melbourne on tho 16th 
day of August, 1847. 



Enel. 3 in No. 4 . 47/1103. Enclosure 3 in No. 4. 

Sir, Superintendent’s Office, Melbourne, October 6, 1847. 

I have the honour to forward to you, for presentation to his Excellency the Governor, 
the enclosed petition, addressed to his Excellency, praying that an abundant emigration may- 
be carried on from the United Kingdom to Port Phillip, and that the petitioners’ views of the 
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system on which emigration should he conducted may be submitted to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. . 

I am informed by the official communication of his worship the mayor, which accompanied 
the petition, that it has been adopted at a public meeting of the inhabitants of this district, 
convened by public advertisement, and held at the Royal Hotel, in this town, on Monday, 
the 20th September last. . . . 

In performing the duty required of me, I do not consider that it is necessary tor me to 
accompany the petition with any remarks, as I have recently taken advantage of a similar 
opportunity of urging the claims of this district, in this respect, upon the attention ot Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c., 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Sydney. (Signed) C. J. La Trobe. 



Enclosure 4 in No. 4. 



Enel. 4 in No. 4 



■ To his Excellency Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, Knight, Companion ot the Royal 
Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of the lern- 
tory of New South Wales and its dependencies, and Vice-Admiral ofthe same, ore. 

The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Port Phillip, in public meeting assembled. 

Showeth, 

That your petitioners are compelled by the constantly increasing scarcity of labour, 
and by the magnitude of the evils, public and private, which result from this cause, again to 

^That whilst famine Is making alarming strides in the United Kingdom, Port Phillip is, 
from the scarcity of labour, compelled annually to destroy vast quantities of human lood. 

That this district desires to give ample food and wages to ten thousand starving people, ami 
to nearly the same additional number annually : and that she is able to defray the "™le, 
and willing to incur the greater portion, of Hie expense of conveying them to this laud 0 
abundance, provided the funds assigned by the law to this object are expended on a just and 

^Klin this' system your petitioners contemplate in the first place, the expenditure of the 
Land Fund of Port Phillip in immigration to Port Phillip alone. That this fund hein 0 
chiefly derived from land sold under a compact to give labour with the land, hey maiMam 
that this compact is virtually and substantially -broken when the labour is landed m the ports 
of distant and rival employers, and they emphatically deny that labour finds its oto1ct« 
wherever the immigrants may be landed, within any period contemplated bj, or useful to, 
those who paid their money for land on the faith of being supplied with labour. _ 

That it is a growing opinion amongst your petitioners that the stream of immigration to be 
maintained to Port Phillip ought to be more equable in its flow than the measure ofthe land 
revenue, taken year by year, indicates and provides funds for ; and that a sufficiency of labour 
STusI wages, aid helping ^ace with the growth of the colony, would be best mmnta ined by 
loins or debentures based upon the probable average revenue of a series of years and that by 
this means the population introduced to this colony would create Jk i capital to i defray the cost 
of its importation, before that cost became payable, with vast mutual advantage to the United 

^Thatin the Ipbiion of 'your petitioners, those interests which recave the benefit of mimigra- 
tion ouvht in justice to defray its cost. That the interests benefited are : first and chiefly, 
the colony ■ secondly, the United Kingdom, by the extension of its dommioia and commerce , 
and thirdly, the parishes, unions, or other localities which are relieved of tlieir surplus popula- 
tion Thlt it umuld be wise and mutually just, that immigration should he carried on at he 
ioint cost of these three interests, in proportions to be settled by law these .proportions being 
Inch as in the case of the Australian colonies, would leave the national and local contributions 

not greater than would defray the cost of immigration to America. . 

That many individuals in the colony, and many who emigrate, would be benefited by bein 
enable!! to^bbtain their own servants Ind labourite from the United Kingdom ,, provided I the 
public revenue here the charge, at a fixed rate, of their passage money; and that m system .of 
Lina credits to be available in the purchase of land, for the passages oi immigrants so brou D ht 
out to the colony, ought to he established and encouraged. 

That under the pressure of imperious necessity some thousands of 

ttttvssxttz — - - 

£ been largely ‘relieved by Port Phillip, the colony has an equitable claim, that the 
freed convictism should be remedied at British e *P en “- . , t imm i„ation may be 
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which immigration should be conducted may be submitted to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. „ 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

(Signed) Henry Moor, Mayor of Melbourne. 

Signed by me on behalf of the public meeting convened by public advertisement, held at the 
Royal Hotel in Melbourne, on the 20th day of September, 1847, and in pursuance of a reso- 
lution to that effect adopted at such public meeting. 



(No. 47/1105.) Enclosure 5 in No. 4. 

Superintendent’s Office, Melbourne, 

' Sir, October 11, 1847. 

It is my duty to forward to you for submission to his Excellency the Governor, the 
enclosed petition addressed to his Excellency, praying that the whole land revenue of this dis- 
trict may be employed in the introduction of labour exclusively to this district. 

The petition, I am informed by the Chairman, was adopted at a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of Port Phillip, held on the 6th instant in the Royal Hotel here, in pursuance of an 
advertisement by his Worship the Mayor calling the same. 

I have, &c.. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, (Signed) C. J. La Trobe. 

Sydney. 



Enclosure 6 in No. 4. 

To his Excellency Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, Knight, Companion of the Royal 
Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of the Terri- 
tory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, and Vice- Admiral of the same, &c. 

Ihe Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Port Phillip at a Public Meeting, held on the 6th 
day of October, 1847, convened by his Worship the Mayor of the Town of Melbourne. 
Showeth, 

That the inhabitants of Port Phillip, in public meeting assembled on the 16th day of 
August last, did, in a petition signed on their behalf by the Worshipful the Mayor of Mel- 
bourne, on grounds therein assigned, pray your Excellency to advise Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that all immigration to the colony of New South Wales might be divided between New 
South Wales Proper and the district of Port Phillip, in the proportion which would give to 
each division the benefit of its net land revenue. 

That in like public meeting, held on the 20th day of September, the inhabitants of Port 
Phillip, in a second petition, also signed on their behalf by the Worshipful the Mayor of Mel- 
bourne, did represent the necessity and justice of expending the Land Fund of Port Phillip in 
immigration to Port Phillip alone. r 

That, nevertheless, it is reported in the public prints, that the Honourable the Member for 
Melbourne in a debate on the Immigration question in the Legislative Council on the 21st 
September last, did move, as an amendment on a resolution, that one-third of the immigrants 
to the' whole colony -be landed at Port Phillip, and it is possible that this may be taken as the 
expression of the expectations of the inhabitants of the district. 

That the landing at Port Phillip of one-third only of the immigrants to the whole colony 
would have, as in former years, the injurious effect, of transferring to the Middle District a large 
proportion of that fund which has accrued in Port Phillip under the compact to give labour 
with the public lands sold. 

tv 6 demand for l abou r in the Port Phillip district is even more intense than in the 
Middle District, as is proved by the average rate of wages being higher in the former than 
in the latter district, and caused, in a great measure, by the transference to the Middle Dis- 
t ioQAAA? rmer ye l rS °f labour introduced by the land revenue of Port Phillip to the amount of 
18^UUU/., as so often insisted upon in the public petitions of the inhabitants of this district. 

l our Excellency’s petitioners, therefore, reiterate their prayer, that the land fund of the 
district ot Port Phillip may be anticipated by means either of loans or debentures : that such 
lund may be treated m all respects as a distinct and separate fund from that of the Middle 
District, and expended in immigration to Port Phillip alone; and that, by a rapid immigration 
ot not less than ten thousand souls, and by a stream of immigration regularly maintained, the 
owners of property may be saved from impending ruin, and be enabled, at the same time, to 
give abundant wages and food to the immigrants introduced. 

And your Excellency’s petitioners further pray, that this their petition may be laid before 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

And your petitions will ever pray. 

Simed by me as Chairman of the Public Meeting of the inhabitants of Port Phillip held at 
the Koyal Hotel, Melbourne, 6th October, 1847, by order of and on behalf of such meeting. 

(Signed) William M. Bell, Alderman. 
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(No. 47/7143.) Enclosure 7 in No. 4. 

, Superintendent’s Office, Melbourne, 

Sir, October 22, 1847. 

I beg leave to forward to you a copy of a communication which I have received from 
his Worship the Mayor of Melbourne, requesting that I would bring certain resolutions passed 
by the Town Council on the subject of immigration, under the notice of his Excellency the 
Governor, with a view to their being transmitted to the Right Hon. Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, along with the other immigration documents to which they 
refer. 

I forward, this document with my earnest recommendation that his Excellency the Governor 
will be pleased to advocate the speedy resumption of emigration to this district, and the distinct 
appropriation of the land revenue of Port Phillip to that end. 

I have, &c., 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Sydney. (Signed) C. J. La. Trobe. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

Enel. 7 in No. 4. 
14th Oct., 1847. 
Extract. 



Enclosure 8 in No. 4. Enel. 8 in No. 4. 

Extract from Minutes of Town Council of Melbourne, October 14, 1847. 

Resolved on the motion of Commander M‘Combie, seconded by Commander Smith, that 
deeply alive to the pressing want of labour throughout the district, and particularly in the town 
of Melbourne; foreseeing the necessity of prompt and energetic measures to obtain a supply 
of labour from the mother-country, and by that means prevent the further introduction of 
Coolie and Cannibal labourers, which by their amalgamation with our British colonists would 
detract from our social position, this Council coincide with the resolutions of the Legislative 
Council arrived at on the 21st ultimo, in regard to the revival of immigration. 

2nd. That this Council concurring generally in the said resolutions trusts, nevertheless, that 
the territorial revenue of the province will be kept distinct from that of the middle district, and 
applied towards importiug labour into Port Phillip alone ; and it would impress upon the 
Government the propriety of giving Port Phillip the full benefit of her land fund as an act of 
justice; and because the labour is at least 25 per cent, higher in this than the northern 
district of the colony, as appears from the evidence of Mr. Merewether, the Immigration 
Agent, before the Select Committee of the Legislative Council on Immigration. 

(Signed) John King, Town Clerk. 



(No. 253.) No. 5. No 5 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 

December 21, 1847. 

My Lord, {Received May 20, 1848.) 

With reference to your Lordship’s despatch. No. 137, of the 21th April, 

1847, notifying to me that the ship “ Joseph Somes” had been chartered for 

the conveyance to Port Phillip of 250 male exiles from the Millbank, Parkhurst, 27 Sept., 1847. 

and Pentonville prisons, I have the honour to enclose copies of three letters which 2 Oct., 1847. 

I have received from the Superintendent of Port Phillip, reporting the arrival of u Oct 1847 . 

that vessel at Geelong on the 24th September last, and enclosing the report of a 11 L 

board appointed to inspect the state of the vessel and exiles. 

It appears, that on the 29th September, five days after the arrival of the 
“ Joseph Somes,” not one of the exiles remained on the hands of the Government, 
and that no death occurred during the voyage out, although one of the men, 
named John Little, shipped from Pentonville prison, was landed at Hobart Town 
in declining health. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 5. 

No. 47/987. 

Superintendent’s Office, Melbourne, 

Sir, September 27, 1847. 

It is my duty to forward to you the enclosed despatch addressed to his Excellency the 
Governor, from the Comptroller of Transport Services, acquainting bis Excellency that the 
ship, “ Joseph Somes,” had been chartered for the transportation of 250 "male exiles” from 
England to Hobart Town and Port Phillip. I have further to state, that the ship arrived at 
Geelong on Friday evening, and that the circumstance was communicated to me in due course 
by the Surgeon-superintendent on Saturday. 

The Deputy Assistant Commissary-general, accompanied by the Acting Immigration Agent, 



Enel, in No. 5. 
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set off that evening for that port, in order that no unnecessary delay might interpose in the 
wav of the “ exiles ” being set at liberty to take engagements. 

I have heard bv to day’s mail that there are no circumstances out of the common course 
which require my'prescnce; and I have confidence that every necessary arrangement-will be 
made, and all necisary forms observed by the gentlemen whom I have appointed as a Board 



to manage the business. 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 
Sydney. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. J. La Trobe. 



No. 47/999. 

Sir, 

Referring to my letter of the 27th ultimo. No. 987, notifying you, for his Excel- 
.1 : i of rinoUnrt nf thf> shin “ Josenh Somes, with 249 " exiles. 



Superintendent’s Office, Melbourne, 
October 2nd, 1847. 



lencv’s information, the arrival at Geelong of the sh.p " Joseph Somes, with 249 exiles 
T ben leave to state, that 1 have received the report of the Board appointed to transact the 
necessary business with the Surgeon-superintendent, and other officers of that vessel ; and have 
the satisfaction of stating that no obstacle whatsoever arose to the exiles in question being 
immediately set at liberty to take service, or otherwise dispose of themselves, and that on the 
29th ultimo, not one remained upon the hands of the Government. 

The “ exiles” appear to have come out under very good management, and to have been tree 
from sickness during the voyage. , , r 

No death occurred on board, but one of the prisoners included in the number shipped from 
Pentonville Prison, named in the margin, was, it appears, landed at Hobart Town in declining 

health. , . p 

I have, &c., 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (Signed) C. J. La Trobe 

Sydney. 



Superintendent’s Office, 
Melbourne, October 11, 1847. 



No. 47/1108, 

Sir, 

Referring to my letter of the 2nd instant. No. 999 respecting the ship “Joseph 
Somes ” and 249 “exiles” introduced by her into this district, I beg leave to enclose, for Ins 
Excellency’s satisfaction, copy of the Report of the Board of Inspection, appointed by me to 
examine and report upon the state of the vessel. 

1 I have, &e., 

(Signed) C. J. La Trobe. 



Melbourne, September 30, 1847. 



The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 

Sydney. 

Sir, 

We beer leave to inform your Honour that, in accordance with your directions, we pro- 
ceeded on board the exile ship "Joseph Somes,” which arrived at Geelong on the 24tli 
instant. We mustered the exiles, examined the capabilities of the vessel for carrying passen- 
gers and made the necessarv inquiries into their conduct during the voyage, and the treat- 
ment they received, &c. Her Majesty the Queen’s most gracious pardon extended to .them 
was then communicated ; a second muster then took place, and each individual was given his 
certificate of pardon. . . . 

The ship is admirably calculated for the duty she has been employed in; the conduct of the 
exiles has been good, and they were perfectly amenable to the rules and regulations established 
oil hoard for their guidance. There was little or no sickness on board during the voyage, and 
the Surgeon-superintendent, and officers of the ship seem to have bestowed every attention to 
the maintenance of a judicious discipline, and a desire to preserve the health of the pas- 

Se We cannot help here remarking that the number of boys under 17 and 18 years of age, 
when compared with the number of those of ruaturer age, was by far too great ; notwith- 
standing this disparity they were, however, engaged, at wages averaging 20/. per annum, with 
rations, chiefly by settlers in the Geelong district. 

We have, &c.. 

(Signed) E. B. Addis, J.P. 

J. A. Erskine, D.A.C.G. 

His Honour the Superintendent; John Patterson, Acting Immigrant Agent. 

& c. & c. &c. 



Report of a Board assembled on board the Exile ship, “ Joseph Somes,” by order of his 
Honour the Superintendent of Port Phillip at Geelong, on the 27th September, 1847. 
Members : 

Lieut. Addis, R. A., J.P., 

D. A. C. G. Erskine, in charge of Commissariat Department. 

Dr. Patterson, R.N., Immigrant Agent. 

The Board having duly assembled on board the above ship, proceeded to make the neces- 
sary examination of the vessel, and inquiries into the condition of the exiles, &c., &c., and have 
the' honour to report, 
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1. That the ship is in excellent order, and that all persons on board are in good health. 

2. That the treatment of the exiles appears to have been very judicious. 

3. That the exiles have no complaint to make, but express themselves grateful to the Sur- 
geon-superintendent, Instructor, Master, officers, and crew, for their conduct towards them. 

° N.B. The Board beg leave to add, that nothing could surpass the cleanliness and excellent 
arrangements on board the “Joseph Somes.” 

4. That the number of exiles who arrived at Port Phillip was 248 ; one man, John Little, 
having been left sick at Hobart Town. The number of men mentioned in the Queen's pardon 
is 249. The pardon was duly read and explained to the 248 exiles who arrived, hy Mr. 
Addis. 

(Signed) E. B. Addis, J.P. 

J. A. Euskine, D.A.C.G. 

John Patterson, Acting Immigrant Agent. 



NEW SOUTH 
WAXES. 



(No. 5.) 



No. 6. 



Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 



No. 6. 

Answered July 8, 
1848, page 103. 



Government House, Sydney, 

January 8, 1848. 

My Lord, {Received May 8, 1848.) 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch B ^ ul ^ Ti N Gr $^ 
No. 212, of 80th August, 1847, intimating to me the measures which your Lord- 3 oA August, '\m, 
ship had directed to he taken for sending out to this colony 5000 statute adults, 
in conformity with the request contained in my Despatch No. 19, of the 30th 
January, 1847. . 1847. Sessional 

I perceive that your Lordship has not found it practicable, without a serious 
disadvantage as regards the terms of payment, to adopt the suggestion which I ^^page 20 . 
made, in conformity with a recommendation of a select committee oi the Legis- I&o.l Hmse^Lmds, 
lative Council, that, in order to secure the prompt distribution of the emigrants on * Kh F 
their arrival, the ships engaged in this service should be required, if necessary, to 
proceed to any of the minor ports of the colony. I have the satisfaction to state 
that, in the present urgent demand for labour, I anticipate no difficulty whatever 
in immediately obtaining eligible engagements for the whole of the emigrants now 
to be sent out, without having recourse to that expedient ; but should any diffi- 
culty in this respect unexpectedly occur, I will take care to adopt prompt and 
effectual means of averting it, by employing the steamers and coasters which are 



daily proceeding to the different out-ports. 

It will be my duty also, as directed by your -Lordship, to adopt such further 
means as may be conducive to the proper protection of the single female emigrants 
who may arrive ; and the Immigration Board will accordingly be instructed to 
make any suggestions which their practical knowledge of the subject may enable 
them to offer. 

I agree with your Lordship that a proper selection of emigrants is more likely 
to be insured under the direction of the Land and Emigration Commissioners than 
under the former bounty system. I duly observe that no Board is to sit in order 
to inquire as to the fitness of the emigrants for a bounty or free passage, but that 
the shipowner is to he paid for every passenger whom he conveys. 

With respect to the pecuniary arrangements necessary to meet the payments to 
the extent of 100,000/. for the 5000 statute adults now to he sent out, if so large 
a sum should be required under the cheap rate which it may be expected their 
passages may be obtained, it is only necessary that I should refer your Lordship 
to my Despatches, No. 240,* of 14th December last, and No. of this date. s^^'eo ’* 

By the former it will be perceived that there is already at the credit of the ter- xj«^aTcfi, No* of 
ritorial revenue more than sufficient to defray the whole contemplated expense ; and "^^fanuto 
by the latter, that the territorial revenue of this colony is already in advance to the the Commissariat from. 
military chest for the service of New Zealand to the extent of 39,400/. ; and care jfa Mtog** 
will be taken that the monthly payments of 10,000/., which your Lordship directs, pr i nte d, 
are made to the Deputy Commissary-General, until the required sum of 100,000/. 
has been duly paid over to the military chest. 

I avail myself of this opportunity of expressing a hope that the favourable state 
of the territorial revenue, as fully explained in my Despatch of the 14th ultimo, 
will induce your Lordship to authorise the continuance of emigration to this 
colony during the present and succeding year, at the rate of at least 5000 statute 



ad flits per annum. 

I can have no hesitation in stating it to be my confident belief that an emigra- 
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W i^ S ' and it will he my duty to keep your Lordship from time to time informed of the 

effect which, may be produced upon the labour market by the immigration which 
may take nlace, and of the funds which will become applicable to this service. As 
an important feature in respect to the latter, it is to be borne in mind that the, 
whole of the outstanding debentures having been already paid off, and the emigra- 
tion already authorised being provided for by cash already in the colonial treasury, 
the territorial revenue will be available as a perfectly unencumbered security for 
raising any additional funds necessary to meet payments for this service beyond 
the estimated produce, which your Lordship will perceive from my Despatch No. 
240, above referred to, will yield, by the 31st December 1848, 70,OOOZ., in addition 
to the 100,000/. now ordered to he paid over to the military chest. 

I have not entered here into any question as to the apportionment of the expense 
between the Sydney and Port Phillip districts; but under whatever principle the 
division of their respective revenues may he eventually made, I can have no doubt 
that the cost of the emigration now recommended to be undertaken, if conducted 
in equal proportions to each district, can be amply provided for out of the produce 
of their respective territorial revenues, or, if necessary, by loans raised upon their 
security ; and iu this manner a satisfactory adjustment can therefore at any time 
be made between the two districts. 

I have, &e., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, O. A. FITZROY . 

&c. &c. 



No. 7. (No. 14.)- No. 7. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 
January 14, 1848. 

My Lord, (. Received June 1, 1848.) 

With reference to my Despatch, “ North Australia,” No. 2, of 
as Nov. 1847 . 2nd August, 1847, I have the honour to transmit the copy of a letter which I 

’■ have received from Captain Owen Stanley, of Her Majesty’s surveying ship 

Enclosure No. 2. “ Rattlesnake,” enclosing a tracing of the harbour of Port Curtis. 

Your Lordship will perceive that Captain Stanley reports that Port Curtis 
forms an excellent harbour, and in that respect fully justifies Colonel Barney’s 
anticipations ; and that from the discovery by Captain Stanley of a new 
passage of entrance, it will be of very easy access to shipping of any burthen 
that may resort to it. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 7. Enclosure in No. 7. 

H. M. Surveying Ship “ Rattlesnake ” 
Sir, al. Port Curtis, November 28, 1847. 

I bkg leave to inform you that I arrived here on the 8th November, and have made a 
careful survey of the harbour, the tracing of which I send, and hope it will give the informa- 
tion you require as to the nature of the place. 

A great change has taken place in the position of the shoals off the entrance since Captain 
Flinders surveyed it in 1802. The channel by which the ,f Lady Nelson ” entered is now 
barely 200 fathoms in width; hut in the course of our survey a passage has been found 
further to the southward fully a mile wide, which, if buoyed, would render the harbour easy 
of access for ships of any size. 

The anchorage in Port Curtis appears to be very good, and the only inconvenience expe- 
rienced during our stay was from the strength of the tide, which at full and change runs with 
a velocity of from two to three miles per hour. 

Being anxious to proceed upon the other duties entrusted to me, I have not expended any 
time in tracing the various creeks on the southern side of the harbour ; nor have I made any 
search for fresh water, except in the immediate vicinity of our anchorage. Some was found on 
east side of Facing Island, but too far off to be available for our purposes. 

.The two horses left by Colonel Barney, accompanied by a foal, have been repeatedly seen 
on Facing Island in very good condition, but in too wild a state to be caught. * • 

No signs of any settlers have been seen here ; and though native fires baye been seen in coni 
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NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 



For Lord Grey’s 
Despatch, No. 212, 
30 th August, vide Pa- 
pers relative to Emi- 
gration to Australia, 
presented by Command, 
December, 1847. Ses- 
sional Paper, House 
of Commons, No. 50 



giderable numbers on Curtis Island and the main land, we have not had as yet any communi- 
cation with them. „ _ . _ . 

On leaving Moreton Bay the decked boat, in charge of Lieut. Dayman, came through the 
channel between Great Sandy Island and the main, and he reports so favourably of toe 
anchorage at the southern entrance, that I have directed Lieut. Yule, in .the “ Bramble, to 
survey it, and then to proceed to Moreton Bay for the purpose of forwarding to you tracings 
of his work, and such other information as he may obtain relative to the movement of settlers 

in that neighbourhood. u t i i a 

I intend sailing from this port to-morrow, and shall proceed at once to Gould island, and 
work down as far to the southward as I can, returning to Sydney by the end of February or 
the beginning of March (1848). 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Owen Stanley, Captain R.N. 

The Hon. E. Deas Thomson, aad Surveyor. 

Colonial Secretary 

&c. &c. 

(No. 29.) No. 8. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor-General Sir C. A. FitzRoy 
to Earl Gkey. 

Government House, Sydney, 

January 29, 1848. 

My Loud ( Received June 1, 1848 ) 

With reference to my Despatch, No. 4,* of the 8th Instant, reporting that a 
sum of 39,400/. had been advanced as a loan to the Commissariat by the Colonial 
Government, and that this would be considered as a payment for immigration 
purposes, under the instructions conveyed in your Lordship s despatch, Mo. 2U 
of the 30th August, 1847, I now do myself the honour to inform your Lordship 
that an addition of 10,600/. to the above amount has been made to complete a 
payment to this service of 50,000/., and a warrant for this amount was accord- 
ingly granted on the 17th instant in favour of the Deputy Commissary-General ; 
and in a letter of this date, the Colonial Secretary has transmitted to the Com- 
missioners of Land and Emigration, a certificate from Mr. Ramsay of his having 
received the same, in order that, under the arrangement communicated ra your 
Lordship’s despatch before mentioned, an equal amount may oe issued to them 
from the British Treasury, to enable them to defray the expense of sending 

'^irihre^orMo^ouAordship the monthly payments of 10,000!. to the Deputy 
Commissary-General on account of this service as the same from time to time are 
made, and until the whole smn of 100,000/. has been duly paid over to him. 

I have &c. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. 

(No. 49.) No. 9* 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 

February 26, 1848. 

yr t 0RD ( Received June 30, 1848.) 

^ I have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the 

&1 L of the Colony of New South Wales, exclusivdy 

of the District of Port Phillip, in the years ended 31st December, 1846 d J0 January> 1848 , 

1847 respectively, showing the increase or decrease under eachhead thereof. 

2 A similar Abstract with respect to the District of Port Phillip. 

It will be seen from these abstracts that the total amount of revenue, general 
as well as territorial, received in both districts of the IM8 ' 

was 403 082/. Is. 5 d. Your Lordship will also perceive with satisfaction that 
in both districts, there has been an increase on the total amount of revenue 
collected in the year 1847, as compared with that of the previous year, a-™"™ 1 " 
i„““syd^ istrict to 82 P 21Z. 0s. li, -d in the Port Phillip district 
to 41,674/. 10s. Id., or an aggregate increase of 49W5ll0s.2d. 

The amount of general or ordinary revenue collected m the Sydney district 
in the year 1847 was 208,374/. 9s. Id. ; showing a dehciency under this head . 

* Vide explanation respecting this Despatch in margin of page 73. ^ ^ 



iouse of lords. 
No. 19 (2), page 20. 



Answered July 10, 
1848, page 109. 
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NEW SOUTH of 4360/. 14.9. 10c? on the previous year. This may he accounted for by the 
w ale s. expiration of the Act authorising assessment on stock beyond the boundaries, 

and the alteration of the law relating to wharfage rates. Under the former 
Act, 9938?. 155. 1(M appears to have been collected in the year 1846 beyond 
that received in 1847 ; and the deficiency under the. altered law in the latter 
case is 2935? 18$. lid. 

In the amount of Customs’ revenue there is a very considerable increase m 
all the items, excepting the duties on tobacco, in which there is a deficiency of 
1298? Os. Id. 

On spirits imported the increase is 4924? 12s. 6c?. ; and on the ad valorem 
duties on foreign goods, 5093? 145. 4c? 

It is evident from this that, but for the expiration of the Assessment Act 
and the reduction of the wharfage rates, there would have been a considerable 
increase in the total amount of the general revenue for 1847 ; and as, by the 
Act of Council, 11 Vic., No. 18, half the former rates of assessment on stock 
beyond the settled districts has been re-imposed, the produce of the general 
revenue will, to that extent at least, be restored in the present year. 

The territorial revenue for 1847 for the Sydney district amounted to 
56,413? 85. 5c?, being an increase of 12,581? 145. lid. on the previous year. 
The chief items of increase are, 1904? 175. Id. for the proceeds of sales of land 
and town allotments, 7442? 19.5. 5 d. for quit rents, and 3897? for licences to 
occupy Crown lands beyond the boundaries. 

The general or ordinary revenue for Port Phillip for 1847 amounted to 
68,143? IBs. 4d, being an increase on the previous year of 7061? I7.y. 9d. 
The only two items on which there is any considerable decrease on the wharfage 
Tates and assessment on stock beyond the boundaries, amounting in the former 
case to 1135? 13s. b‘d., and in the latter to 6784? Ss. 7 d. This has arisen from 
the same cause which I have explained operated to produce a similar result in 
the middle district. In nearly all the other items the increase is very con- 
siderable; on imported spirits, 6506? 19s. 4c? ; on tobacco, 2485? 14s. 6d. ; 
and on the ad valorem duties on foreign goods, 1266? 4s. 11c?.; on the Post- 
office collections, 1177? 15s. 6c?.; and on licences to retail fermented and 
spirituous liquors, 1 154? 8s. 4c?. 

The territorial revenue for Port Phillip for 1847 was 70,150? 5s. 7c?, being 
an increase of 34,612? 12s. 4c?. on the amount , collected during the previous 
year. The chief items of increase are 33,674? 18s. 11c?. for proceeds of the sale 
of land and town allotments, and 1620?. for licences to occupy Crown lands 
beyond the settled districts. 

I trust that your Lordship will see reason to consider, from the foregoing 
statement, that the revenues of this colony are in a thriving and wholesome 
state. 

I have, &c.. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 

Abstract of the Revenue of the Colony of New South Wales, exclusively of the District of Port 
Phillip, in the Years ended 31st December, 1846 and 1847 respectively, showing the Increase or 
Decrease under each head thereof. 



GENERAL REVENUE, 
f Duties on spirits 



Year 1846, 237,236 galls.) 
1847, 258,188 



mported. 

>n foreign goods imported. 



Post-office collections 

Auction duty, and licences to auctioneers . . . • • • • 

Licences to rectify and distil, and to retail fermented and spi-1 
rituous liquors . • _ • • • • • • • 



licans, and for billiard tables 

Licences to hawkers and pedlars 

Rents of lolls and ferries 

Collected as tonnage duty for the support of the water police . 

Assessment ou stock by Commissioners of Crown Lands. - - 



Fees of Civil Offices »••••• 

Fees and fines of the several offices of the Supreme Court 

Fees of the Courts of Requests 

Fees of the Courts of Petty Sessions 

Fees and fines of Commissioners of Crown Lauds. . 
Fines of Courts of Petty Sessions 



the Circular Quay 

Collections by the Government printer. . . • • 

Interest on public moneys deposited in Colonial banks 
Proceeds of the sale of public property .... 



and Inspectors ot Distilleries • • 

Payment for work performed in the Female Orphan School 
Payment for the treatment of free patients in the Lunatic Asyli 
Payment for the treatment of convicts in the Lunatic Asylum 
Payment for the treatment of convicts in the Bathurst Hospit 



courts martial, confined in gaol . . • • _ • 

Payment for the maintenance of seamen belonging to the Un 

States of America, confined in gaol 

Payment for seed wheat supplied to poor settlers on loan 
Payment for the services of the water police in preventing 

escape of convicts by sea . 

Surcharges recovered 

Miscellaneous 



CROWN REVENUES. 



Year ended 


Year ended 


Decrease. 




31st Dec., 1846. 






£. *. d. 


£. *. i. 


£. *. d. 


£ s. d. 


53,790 15 8 


8,715 8 2 


-• 


4,924 12 6 




38,915 2 1 


1,298 1 0 


5,093*14 4 


21,89-2 8 4 


26,986 2 8 




5,681 16 5 


2,745 17 6 


2,935 18 11 




13,658 1 0 


14,091 17 6 




433 16 6 




14,103 7 3 




208 0 3 
331 8 7 


4,935 17 5 


5,267 6 0 




19,491 1 0 


20,690 4 5 




1,199 3 5 


2,095 0 0 


2,110 0 0 




15 0 0 




241 0 0 


423* 8 6 


58 0 0 


5,755 5 0 


5,331 16 6 
1 627 19 6 


27* 14 6 


11,066 5 4 


1,127 9 6 | 






193,258 5 3 


90,953 11 1 1 


14,596 4 3 


12,291 10 1 




2,196 4 8 


748 6 11 




4,793 11 6 


4,454 17 11 
1,690 12 8 
2,097 1 4 




1,690*1 2 8 
211 6 10 


327 9 6 
1,084 2 6 


56 17 10 
1,328 7 0 




244* 4 6 


11,035 9 7 


11,824 1 5 


1,357 12 2 


2,146 4 0 


f || 3,385 10 0 


1,800 0 0 


1,585 10 0 




. 1,312 19 4 


1 1,006 11 2 


306 8 2 


658* 2 6f 


. 276 6 2 


986 6 4 






3 0 0 




3 0 0 




! 158 5 0 


239 3 11 




80 18 11 


s } 1,215 11 1 


146 8 3 


1,069 2 10 








1 15 0 






195 19 6 








2 17 0 






L 234 0 3 








Bf | 127 13 6 


213 11 6 




85 18 0 


d j 5 14 9 


1 4 


4 10 8 




. 23-6 




23 6 0 




he 233 7 


233 7 






! 24 18 It 


0 17 

| 112 7 £ 


24 1 

.. 


112* 7 8 


8,441 9 


5,596 16 


4,491 19 


1,647 7 3 


212,735 3 1 


|208,374 9 


20,445 16 


16,085 1 4 



Proceeds of the sale of land and town allotment 

Quit rents, and redemption of quit rents 

Rents of land temporarily leased . . • • • • • * . 

Licences to occupy Crown Lands beyond the boundaries of lo-l 

cation 

Licences to cut timber on Crown Lands 

Rents of Government quarries and premises 

Collections by the agent for the clergy and school estates . 

Fees of the Office of Commissioners for reporting on claimi 

grants of land * • * * ,,i 

Repayment of expenses incurred on account of the Government) 

of New Zealand ♦••••• 

Proceeds of the sale of public property 

Surcharges recovered * • • • * * ‘ 

Fines collected under Act of Parliament 9 and 10 Vic., cap. 104 



7,864 9 : 
7,296 1 1 
3,451 6 ! 
19,924 0 l 
257 0 i 
280 10 
4,152 6 
85 18 
462 9 
57*12 



4,682 1 
73 1 



7 11 
1 6 10 
169 10 0 



12 16 6 
462 9 2 



1,904 17 
7,442 19 



3,897 0 0 



7 11 
169*10 



Deduct decrease . . 

Increase on the Year 



30,036 13 5 
21,815 13 4 



8,221 0 1 



“ Tto Art „» Stuck „p™i .» ,h. 30th J.», 1»«; t 

+ Of this amount 624Z. 7s. 8d. was received as quit-rents, and 13,9 14t. Id*. in reuempi 

Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, Wu. Lithgow, Auditor-General. 

January 7 , 1848. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



78 



PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 
Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 



Abstract of the Revenue of the District of Port Phillip, in the Colony of New South Wales, in the 
Years ended 31st December, 1846 and 1847, respectively, showing the Increase or Decrease under 
each head thereof. 



Head of Revenue. 



GENERAL REVENUE. 

. , ,f Year 1846, 79,542 galls. \ 

Duties on spirits imported| „ 1847, 110,149,, / 
r , I Duties on tobacco imported .... 
Oustoms.J A( j va ] orem j ut y on foreign goods imported > 

Fees on the entry and clearance of vessels, wharfage 
I and lighthouse dues . . . ... 

Duty on spirits distilled in the colony 1 5,669 galls-} 
Post-office collections 

Auction duty, and licences to auctioneers .... 

Licences to distil and to retail fermented and spirituous liquors 
Collected by clerks of petty sessions, for night licences to pub- 
licans, and for billiard tables ..... 
Licences to hawkers and pc dlars . . . . • . 

Collected as tonnage duty for the support of the water police 
Assessment on stock by Commissioners of Crown Lands . 



Fees of civil offices ...... 

Fees and fines of the several offices of the Supreme 

Fees of the Courls of Requests 

Fees of the Courts of Petty Sessions 

Fees and fines of Commissioners of Crown Lauds 

Fines of Courts of Petty Sessions 



Proceeds of the sale of public property . 



Crown Lands ........ 

Crown’s share of seizures' made by the Department of Customs 
Proceeds of lhe sale of confiscated and unclaimed property 
Balance at an overtime sale of goods, by the Department of' 
Customs, forfeited . . . . • . • . . 

Payment for work performed by prisoners in gaol, senlenced to 

hard labour 

Surcharges recovered 



CROWN REVENUE. 

Proceeds of the sale ofland and town allotments 

Rents of land temporarily leased . 



Licences to cut timber op Crown lands . 
Reata of Government premises 



Year ended 
31st Dec., 1846. 


Year ended 
31st Dec., 1847. 


Decrease. 


Increase.^ 


£. s. d. 


£. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. ». d. 


19,021 16 2 


25,528 15 6 




6,506 19 4 


13,266 11 9 


15,752 6 3 




2,485 14 6 


5,371 18 0 


6,638 2 11 




1,266 4 11 


2,310 6 1 


1,174 12 5 


1,135 13 8 






992 1 6 




992 1 6 


4,022 19 7 


5,200 15 1 




1,177 15 G 


1,511 9 10 


•2,405 8 4 




893 18 6 


5,005 11 8 


6,161 0 0 






570 0 0 


■770 0 0 




200 0 0 


16 0 0 


50 0 6 




34 0 0 




227 18 3 




40 15 9 


6,852 7 3 


67 18 8* 


6,784 8 7 




58,137 2 10 


64,968 18 11 


7,920 2 3 


14,751 18 4 


185 5 0 


•352 10 6 




167 5 6 


1,723 0 5 


1,422 6 7 


300 13 10 






358 12 0 




358 12 0 


404 17 8 


•430 19 0 




26 1 4 


171 0 0 


5 0 0 


166 0 0 




384 -4 '8 


• -547 2 2 




162 17 6 


2,868 7 9 


3,116 10 3 


466 13 10 


714 16 4 


13 '6 6 




13 6 6 




.5 to 0 




5 10 0 




7 18 5 


33 19 7 




26 1 


25 5 10 


14 10 3 


10 15 7 




22 18 0 




22 18 0 




} - 


9 16 0 




9 16 9 


1 11 3 


0 2 7 


18 8 




76 10 0 


58 9 2 


53 18 9 


35 17 11 


61,082 0 7 


68,143 18 4 


8,440 14 10 


15,502 12 7 


19,196 6 4 


52,871 5 3 




33,674 18 11 


1,028 16 11 


297 15 4 


731 1 7 




\ 14,735 10 0 


16 i 355 10 0 




1,620 0 0 


' 522 P P 


. .522 6 0 






55 0 0 


103 15 0 




48 15 0 


35,537 13 3 


70,150 5 7 


731 l 7 


35,343 13 11 


96,619 13 10 


138,294 3 11 


9,171 16 5 


50,846 6 6 




Deduct decrease . . 


9,171 16 5 




Increase 


n the year 


41,674 10 i 



Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, 
January 19, 1848. 



The Act authorising assessment on stock expired on 30th June, .1 846. 

Wm. Lithgow, Auditor- General. 



NO|10 . (No. 87.) No. 10. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Sydney, 
April 5, 1848. 

My Lord, ( Received August 7, 1848.) 

March 31 , 1848. I have the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of a letter from 

— |he' immigration agent of this colony respecting the ship “ Sir Edward Parry,”. 

March 3*i, *1848. accompanied by a report in the form prescribed by Lord John Russell’s 

— circular Despatch of the 11th March, 1841. 

°‘ 2 ’ The “ Sir Edward Parry ” was the ship selected by the Land and Emigra- 

tion Commissioners for the conveyance to this colony of the children to whom 
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free passages were granted under the notice of this Government of the 26th 

May, 1 846, of which the approval was communicated to me by your Lordship’s — ' 

Despatch of the 24th March, 1847, No. 114. _ 

From the immigration, agent’s letter and its enclosure, your Lordship will vide page \o°'p a pers 
learn the satisfactory issue of .'the voyage; and that, through the efficiency of 
the management, the Commissioners’ apprehensions of a more than ordinary command. Bee. 1847. 
number of deaths have been so far from realised, that the mortality was con- Houseoj Lord*, No. 
siderably below the usual average. Ditto, Bouse of 

In communicating to the Land and Emigration Commissioners the docu- conwunut.No. ce- 
ments which I now enclose, I beg to request that your Lordship will convey 
to them the thanks of this Government for the care and attention which they 
bestowed on the arrangements for the collection, the outfit, and the dispatch 
of the children who arrived in the “Sir Edward Parry,” and for the efficiency 
with which the whole business has been conducted. 

I have, &c.. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure 1 in No. 10. 



Enel. I in No. 1 0. 



Immigration Office, Sydney, 
March 31, 1848. 



With reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, and to the communications from the 
Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners which have been forwarded for my information 
I do myself the honour to forward to you. herewith, for transmission, to the Right Hon. the „ 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, a report in the form prescribed by Lord John Russell s c °' culaT Despa tch, 
Circular Despatch of the 11th March, 1841, on the ship ,c Sir Edward Parry, which was see page Zb~ , Pari. 
chartered by the Commissioners for the conveyance of the children to whom passages had been Paper 301 , 1842 . 
granted under the notice of this Government of the 26th May, 1846. 

The “ Sir Edward Parry ” arrived at Port Phillip on the 24th January last, and the portion 
of the immigrants destined for that place or desiring to remain there, having been, in the 
mean time, landed. She was placed by his Honour the Superintendent under orders to 
proceed to Sydney on the 3lst January. She sailed on the 2nd February, and arrived at 
Port Jackson on the 17th of that month. 

Two persons only died on the passage, one an infant, and the other an adult female, who, 
thoucrh apparently in good health, was consumptive when she embarked. 

The children, landed both at Melbourne and Sydney, were taken away by their parents or 
friends without delay, and the adult immigrants who had no relatives on board were all either 
engaged in service, or went to their friends almost immediately after their arrival. 

The state of the ship and immigrants, and the arrangements observed, on board, have given 
every satisfaction to the inspecting officers, both here and at Port Phillip. The highest credit 
is due to Dr. Sullivan, the surgeou-superintendent, for the efficiency of his management. The 
conduct of Mr. Capps, the schoolmaster, and Mrs. Read, the matron, are spoken of in com- 
mendatory terms by Dr. Sullivan, and the observation of the Board here enables them to 
appreciate the justice of Dr. Sullivan’s praise. 

It can scarcely fail to be a source of gratification to the Commissioners, that the care and 
attention which they have bestowed on the arrangements for giving effect to the intentions of 
this Government, should have been so efficiently carried out by the persons appointed to take 
charge of the children on the voyage, that the mortality should have been so small, and the 
general result so successful. ,, 

I consider it due to Dr. Sullivan and to the immigrants by the “ Sir Edward Parry, to 
notice in thus report the assistance rendered by them when the refractory conduct of the crew 
would have otherwise caused the detention of the ship at Melbourne. The crew having 
refused to weigh anchor when ordered, with a view to obtain either their discharge or the 
higher rate of wages current in Melbourne, Dr. Sullivan came forward and proffered the aid 
of himself and the immigrants to work the ship to Sydney. This offer was accepted by the 
master and the ship was thus enabled to proceed to its destination without delay. 

I may notice here, that the local government have fully approved of the course pursued by 
the Commissioners in providing outfit for those of the children who could not otherwise have 
procured it, and that repayment of the money has not been demanded from their relatives here. 

I have, &c.. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, (Signed) Francis L. S. Merewether. 

&c. &c. 
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Enel. 2 in No. 10. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 10. 

Ship Return of Immigrants by the “ Sir Edward Parry.” 



Name of Vessel 
Tonnage 

Place of Departure 
Place of Arrival 
.Date of Sailing 
Date of Arrival 

Number of Days on the Voyage 
Superficies of Passengers’ Act . 

Number of Adults admissible, computed according 
Passengers’ Act . 

Number of such Adults actually on board 
Port at which the Vessel touched 
Date of touching . 

Days there 

If placed in Quarantine for what cause 



Numbers embarked . 
Deaths on the Voyage 
Deaths in Quarantine 



Children 
between 
14 and 7. 



Number of Births on the Voyage 
Total landed in the Colony . 



Sir Edward Parry. 

575 N. M. 

Plymouth. 

Sydney. 

5th October, 1847. 
17th February, 1848. 
134. 



Im- 
port Phillip. 

24lh January, 1848. 



Adults. 


Children 
between 
14 and 7. 


Children 
under 7. 


Tot 


Is. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


61 


61 


39 


37 


6 


9 


106 


107 




1 








l 




2 


61 


60 


39 


37 


6 


8 


106 


105 














3 




61 


60 


39 


— 


6 


_1 


109 


105 




Nominal List of Deaths on board the “ Sir Edward Parry.” 





No. | 


Name. 


Age. 


Date. 


Disease. 






' 1 
2 


Brown, Mary . 
Reilly, Mary . 


Infant | 
20 


23 November, 1847 
25 November, 1847 


Marasmus. 

Pleuro Pneumonia. 





tiiST of Births on board the “ Sir Edward Parry.” 



Mother’s Name. 


Date. 


Sex of the Child. 


Radcliffe, Susan . 


8 November, 1847 


Male. 


Brennan, Judith . 


26 December, 1847 


Male. 


Carrig, Sarah . . ^ 


16 January, 1848 


Male. 



Remarks . — The “ Sir Edward Parry” proved to be a very suitable vessel for the conveyance of 
emigrants. The provisions and water proved to be of good quality, and no complaint was made as 
to the regularity of their issue. The conduct of the master, the first mate, and the mate who 
served out the provisions, was satisfactory, and the prescribed gratuities have in consequence been 
allowed to them. For further particulars respecting the arrangements in this ship I beg to 
refer to a letter which accompanies this Report. 

Francis L. S. Merewether, 

Immigration Office, Sydney, Agent for Immigration. 

31st March, 1848. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 



Despatches fram the Secretary of State. 



M 
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SC HEDULB. 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 



DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 



Number 


dumber 

of 

)espatch 


Date. 


SUBJECT. 


Page 


1 


16 


1848 
31 Jan. . 


Emigration. Steps taken by Commissionere for 
carrying on. 


83 


2 


35 


28 Feb. . 


Irish Orphans ; their introduction 


88 


3 


65 


11 April. 


Irish Orphan Emigrants. Presbyterian Clergy to 
share in superintending such as are Presbyterian. 


91 


4 


107 


7 July . 


Acknowledges Address of Council in favour of Emi- 
gration. 


92 


5 


108 


7 July . 


Reply to Despatch, enclosing the Report of a Com- 
mittee of Council on Emigration. Transmits 
Corresnondence respecting the Emigration of 
British Refugee Workmen from Calais. 


92 


6 


109 


8 July . 


Encloses Report from the Commissioners upon the 
progress of Emigration this year. 


103 


7 


110 


10 July . 


Apportionment of the Emigration between Sydney 
and Port Phillip. 


104 


8 


111 


11 July . 


Communicates a new Rule, by which the Commis- 
sioners admit an extra number of young children, 
if their passage be paid for. 


106 


9 


112 


12 July . 


The Emigration of Irish Orphans— Extension of 
Plan to English workhouses. 


107 


10 


113 


13 July . 


Acknowledging favourable accounts of the Revenue 
of 1847. 


109 


11 


122 


27 July . 


Encloses a Correspondence with Mr. A. Cunning- 
hame on the Emigration of Irish Orphans. 


109 


12 


135 


2 Aug. . 


Correspondence with Lord Ashley on Emigration of 
Children from the Ragged Schools. 




112 
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From the Secretary of State. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 



(No. 16.) No. 1. Ko - '• 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 

S IR Downing-street, January 31, 1848. 

I have the honour to transmit to you for your information, the enclosed 
copy of a letter from the Commissioners of Colonial Land and Emigration, January 14, 1848. 
containing an account of the steps they have hitherto taken for carrying on the 
renewed emigration to New South Wales. 

You will observe that at the outset there was little prospect of obtaining any 
considerable number of emigrants from Great Britain, owing to the abundance 
of employment for labour, and that the first vessels have been necessarily filled 
to a great extent frcrtn Ireland ; but the Commissioners state that they have 
largely augmented their agency in England and Scotland, and expect to draw 
a due proportion of the whole number of emigrants from those parts of the 
United Kingdom. They also have taken steps, as you will perceive, designed 
to admit of sending out a larger proportion than heretofore of single women. 

This account of the proceedings of the Commissioners appears to me 
satisfactory. I have approved of their placing parties of single women under 
the charge of matrons wherever it appears that such a course will be attended 
with advantage, and I have no doubt that you will be alive to the great im- 
portance of making suitable provision for the reception of female emigrants of 
this description on their first landing in the colony . 

I have, &c., 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy, (Signed) GREY. 

See. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 1. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 
January 14, 



We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter of ^ the 3rd instant, ^ Grey's 



enclosing for our information and guidance, the copy of a Despatch which has recently been jy ec . 

addressed bv Earl Grey to the Governor of New South Wales, on the means of raising is47, see rape ~ « 
... . , n J 1 IXTltV. .ntai-onna in tViio TWnatMi Australian Er. 



additional funds for promoting emigration to that colony^ With reference to^his Despatch 



we take the opportunity of explaining the measures which we have already adopted in No. 19. 



consequence of the amount put at our disposal for the promotion of emigration in the course of Part III page 46. 
. 1 * Ditto. House of ( 



, - Ditto, House of Com- 

last summer. _ . , . , mons ,No. 50, 1847-48, 



Lord Grey’s Despatch to the Governor of New South Wales on that subject, was dated the pngtA% _ 
30th August, 1847.* At that time the harvest was in progress, and a great amount of labour 
was still° employed on railway works, and accordingly very little disposition was then mani- • p age 
fested by persons in England or Scotland to avail themselves of the opportunity of obtaining a 
free passage to New South Wales. The first four vessels, therefore, which we despatched, 
and which sailed in October, November, and December, were, with one exception, filled 
chiefly from Ireland, and in one of them we sent out as many as we could collect of the 
children left behind by their parents previous to 1842, for whom we were authorized by Lord 
Grey, on the 23rd March last, to find passages at the public expense. The total number of 
emi°Tants sent out in these four vessels was 908, of whom 173 were single men and -08 
single women. 

But although there was little hope, in the first instance, of our being able to procure any 
large number of English emigrants, we at once took steps for adding considerably to the 
number of our agents in England and Scotland and for giving publicity by extensive adver- 
tisements to the demand for emigrants. We also issued a short notice for that purpose, oj 
which the enclosed is a copy. We have no reason to doubt the success of these measures, and 
we do not, therefore, apprehend any serious difficulty in hereafter collecting a due proportion 
of suitable emigrants from these parts of the United Kingdom for New South Wales, in 
addition to the number which may be required for South Australia. We have, accordingly, 
made arrangements for sending out to New South Wales three more ships in the course of the 
present month, which will contain a large proportion of English and Scotch emigrants. We 
likewise propose to continue to send out die same number of vessels every month till the 
emigration shall be completed. We fear that it would not be possible to proceed more 
rapidly, considering that an emigration will be simultaneously going on to South Australia 
and l4*^C?ape of Good Hope ; to the former at the rate of 12 ships ; to the latter of o ships, 
in the year, the emigrants for which must be drawn from the same class of persons as will e 
required for New South Wales. Lord Grey will perceive from this outline that the number 
of emigrant ships which we propose to despatch to Australia and the Cape in the course of 
the year 1848 will be not less than 54. 

N 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




, 84 PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 

In Lord Grey's despatch to SirC. FitzRoy, of 30th August, 1847, hi. Lordship baa alluded 
to the alleged want of proper accommodation for the reception and protection ot young women 
on their landing from emigrant ships. This is a subject of great importance, and wo hare no 
doubt that Sir C. FitzRoy will hare given it his early attention. It is obvious that tho emigra- 
tion which we are conducing to New South Wales, would prove an injury instead of a benefit, 
unless a fair proportion were maintained between the numbers of each sex sent. out. But the 
impossibility of sending out young unmarried females by themselves lias necessarily restricted 
their numbers very much, ai& hence it has become necessary, m order to avoid increasing the 
disproportion of tile sexes, which heretofore has been so severely felt m Now South Wales, to 
lay down a general rule, that single men should not bo sent in a greater number than single 
women But the effect of this rule has of course been to restrict the emigration of young men, 
who are the class from which the most useful settlers in New South Wales, would be drawn 

To palliate the difficulties connected with this subject, we undertook m boptembor, 184b, 
the experiment of sending out unmarried women under the care ot a matron, and the result, ns 
far. as reo-ards the conduct of these women, has, we believe, been quite satisfactory. Tho 
advantage 0 in point of the numbers whom we are enabled to send, admits ol no question; the 
number of single women in seven ships, preceding this arrangement, having been only 141, 
while in seven ships following it, they were 269. We should accordingly propose, unless Lord 
Grey should disapprove that course, to pursue the plan of sending out young unmarried 
women under the charge of a matron during the emigration of the present year ; but if this is 
to be done, we would submit that the intention should be announced without delay to Sir C. A. 
FitzRoy, in order that no care may be wanting to provide lor the proper protection of these 
persons on their arrival in the colony. 

In regard to the ports from which the emigrant vessels are despatched, we liavo round it not 
only more economical, but .more advisable in other respects, to pay tho cost of bringing the 
emigrants to one or two settled places of embarkation, where tho requisite establishments for 
their reception and examination exist, rather than to send the ships round to take the people on 
board at ports nearer to their residences. All the emigrants will theroioro bo despatched 
from Londou or Plymouth. But to diminish, as much as possible, the risk of individuals 
encountering the expense and trouble of removing to London or Plymouth, whom it might, 
afterwards be impossible to send out, we require before we accept them, that all proposing 
emigrants should produce certificates both of character and capacity, of their being in a (it state 
of health to emigrate, and of their being free from any disease calculated to shorten life. And 
still further to prevent the danger of infectious or contagious disease being introduced on board 
the vessels, we require, in addition to the preceding certificates, that emigrants before they em- 
bark, should undergo a second examination at the port of embarkation, by an officer under the 
control of this Board. We need hardly add that in no case is any individual allowed to pro- 
ceed, in whom there may be grounds to suspect the existence of any such infectious or conta- 
gious disease. 

We are happy to state that we have hitherto been able to engage tonnage on moderate 
terms. With the exception of the “ Sir Edward Parry,” which was expressly chartered to take 
out the children before alluded to, the average cost of passage in the ships already engaged, 
(seven in number, besides the “ Sir E. Parry,”) will be under 11Z. 13s. 8d. per adult. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) T. W. C. Murdoch. 



Herman Merivale, Esq., 



&c. 



&c. 



Frederic Rogers. 



Notice on Free Emigration to Australia. 

1. Her Majesty’s Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners think it thoirduty to make 
known that they have it at present in their power to grant free passages to Now South Wales 
and South Australia to the following classes of persons, for whose, services there exists a con- 
siderable demand in those colonies ; namely, agricultural labourers, shepherds, female domestic 
and farm servants, and dairy maids. A few country mechanics are also required, such as 
blacksmiths, wheelwrights, carpenters, &c. 

2. Her Majesty’s Commissioners will therefore be prepared to entertain applications from 
individuals of the above-mentioned classes who may desire to emigrate, and will provide for 
such applicants as, after due enquiry, they may accept, free passages, including provisions and 
medical attendance during the voyage. 

3. The funds by which the emigration is effected are furnished by the colonies, and are 
intended, not for the purposes of relief to persons in this country, hut to supply tho colonists 
with the particular description of labourers of whom they stand most in need. All applicants, 
therefore, must come within certain regulations established with this view. 

4. They must be of good moral character, and well recommended for sobrioty, and for 

industry and ability in their several callings. Persons in the habitual receipt of parish relief 
are not eligible. a 

5. The ages of parents of families must not, as a general rule, exceed 40 ; but this limit will, 
to a certain extent, be relaxed in favour of applicants having adult children about to emigrate 

' with them. The ages of single persons not accompanying their parents must not-be less than 
18, nor more than o5. 
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6. The emigrants must be in good health and entirely free from all disease considered MmjKmT* 

infectious or contagious, and from any mental or bodily defect likely to impair their usefulness * 

as labourers. 

7. The most eligible candidates are young married couples without children. No family 
can be taken with more than two children under seven, or three under ten years of age, as the 
presence of a number of young children on board ship is found greatly to increase the risk of 
mortality : and, moreover, they displace in the vessel a proportionate number of adults, whose 
labour would be immediately available on arrival. The separation of husbands and wives, or of 
parents from young children, can in no case be admitted. Single men can only be taken in a 
number not exceeding that of the single women in the same ship. 

8. Applicants who may be accepted for a free passage will be required, before they receive 
an order to embark, to pay for each adult 1Z., and for each child under fourteen 10s., towards 
the expense of bedding and mess utensils for the voyage, and as some security that they will 
come forward to embark. 

9. The bedding and mess utensils provided by the Commissioners consist of wool mattresses 
bolsters, blankets, and counterpanes, canvas clothes bags, knives and forks, spoons, and some 
other necessary articles, which, if the emigrants conduct themselves properly during the voyage, 
are given to them at its termination. 

10. The emigrants must bring their own clothing. The lowest quantity that can be admitted 
for each person is as follows : — 

For Males . — Two complete suits of exterior clothing, six shirts, six pairs stockings, two 
pairs shoes. 

{Shoes or slippers are more convenient wear on hoard than boots.) 

For Females. —Sis. shirts, two flannel petticoats,- six pairs of stockings, two pairs of shoes, 
and two gowns. 



Each person must also bring 21bs of soap, and a supply of towels and sheets. As a general 
rule it may be stated that the more abundant the stock of clothing the better for health and 
comfort during tile passage. The usual length of the voyage to the Australian colonies is 
about four months ; and at whatever season of the year it May be made, the emigrants have 
to pass through very hot and very cold weather, and should therefore be prepared for both. 

11. It is desirable that emigrants should take out with them the necessary tools of their 
trades- bulky agricultural implements, however cannot be admitted, on account of their inconr 
venient size and weight ; neither can furniture be received on board ; mattresses especially, and 
feather beds, are strictly prohibited. The whole quantity of baggage for each adult emigrant 
must not measure more than 20 cubic or solid feet, nor exceed half a ton weight. 

12. The Commissioners engage none but first class vessels. These will be despatched, in 
the course of each month, to Sydney and Port Phillip m New South Wales, and to Port 
Adelaide in South Australia, from London and Plymouth, where the Commissioners have 
depots fitted expressly for the reception of the emigrants, who are assembled there previous to 
embarkation, and are lodged and fed free of charge. Emigrants of Scotland will receive a free 

ige from Leith to London. 



13 In fitting up the ships the preservation of good order, as well as the comfort of the 
people is held in view. The married couples and their young children occupy separate berths 
in the middle of the vessel, families being kept together ; while the single men and the single 
women are placed in distinct compartments set apart for them at opposite ends of the ship. 

14 During the vovage the emigrants are put under the charge of a surgeon superintendent 
appointed by the Commissioners for their protection, as well as to attend to their health. 

15. They are victualled in messes of six or eight each, according to the following scale for 
each adult, children between 1 and 14 receiving half rations. 
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While in port, and for one or two days afterwards, if practicable, one pound of fresh meat, 
one pound of soft bread, and one pound of potatoes, per adult, are issued with a suitable supply 
of vegetables, in lieu of the salt and preserved meats, and of the flour, suet, raisins, rice, and 
peas g An ample supply of medical comforts, to be issued at the discretion of the surgeon, is 
also placed on Lard, consisting of oatmeal, arrowroot, sago, preserved meats, lemon j uice, wine, 
brandy, preserved milk, &c. Women who may be nursing may have a pint of stout each day, 
if ordered by the surgeon, and the surgeon is to make liberal use of the preserved milk lol 
keeping the health of the younger children. 

16. At the termination of the voyage the emigrants are entitled, if they please, to remain on 
board and receive rations free of expense, for 14 days, in order to afford them time to make 
arrangements for settling themselves in the country. 

17. On reaching the colony they are received by a Government officer, whose duty it is to 
give them every assistance in his power by way of information and advice as to the rate ot 
wages, the places where employment may most readily he obtained, and other similar points. 
They are at perfect liberty to engage themselves to any one willing to employ them, and to 
make their own bargain for wages ; and no repayment is required of any part ot their passage out. 

18. The rates of wages current in New South Wales and South Australia, at the date of the 
last advices, were in all cases much above those given for the same description or labour in 
this country. Provisions were cheap and abundant, the following being the prices of some of 
the leading articles of consumption in New South Wales. The prices in South Australia were 
about the same. 



Wheat 
Bread, best . 

„ seconds 
Tea . 

Sugar . 

Coffee 
Fresh meat . 
Salt butter 
Fresh ditto . 
Cheese 
Potatoes 
Soap . 

Starch 
Tobacco 



6 per bushel. 
2 per lb. 

H 

6 

2 
2 
0 
2 

7 
6 
5 
0 
9 



per cwt. 
per lb. 



Clothing may generally be purchased at a cost but little in advance of the retail prices in 
this country. 

19. The climate of the Australian colonies is remarkably salubrious, and well adapted to 
European constitutions. 

20. Annexed is a list of the Commissioners’ agents at present appointed for the selection of 
emigrants in various parts of the country, from whom, or from the secretary, further informa- 
tion and forms of application can he obtained. 

By Order of the Board, 

Government Emigration Office, S. Walcott, Secretary, 

9, Park-street, Westminster , ls£ December, 1847. 
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Enel, in No. 2 



(No. 35.) No. 2. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
g IEi ' Downing-street, February 28, 1848. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a report from the Colonial Land 
and Emigration Commissioners, in which it is suggested that, wrth i tow oI 
keeping up the supply of labour required, a free passage to New South Wales 
should be offered to certain classes of orphans of both sexes m Ireland between 
the ages of 14 and. 1.8. , „ 

Although I have not yet received any official communication ol the assent ol 
the Irish Government to the conditions of the proposal, I have no reason to 
doubt that it will be given ; and I have, therefore, to desire that immediate 
measures may he taken to prepare for the reception of the intended emigrants. 
With this view such a Committee as is suggested by the Commissioners should 
he formed ; on which I hope that the prelates of both the churches of England 
and of Rome will consent to serve, and also some of the leading clergymen of 
the other denominations. 

The first object of such Committee, when formed, should he to obtain a list 
of the most respectable persons in different parts of the colony to .wh,om these 
orphans may be apprenticed as servants. In making the selection amongst the 
applicants for apprentices (who will probably be numerous), the preference 
should be given to those who will be able' to offer to these young persons the 
greatest advantages in the way of instruction in the occupations which, in after 
life, will be most useful to them, and also in regard to their being placed 
within reach of the superintendence of some clergyman of their own religion. 
The terms upon which they are to be. apprenticed must be fully explained, and 
it will be one of the duties of the proposed. Committee to act. as guardians to 
the orphans, and, in case of their masters failing to discharge their duty 
towards them, to take measures for cancelling the indentures. ; 

The enclosed Report from the Commissioners will point out to you the 
advantages which they anticipate to the colony from this species of im- 
migration. ' 

They are thus enabled to obtain a quicker ‘supply of eligible emigrants than 
would otherwise have been practicable,, while by sending out a proportion of 
unmarried females they are enabled to select good and useful labourers, who, 
from being unmarried, would otherwise have been ineligible, and at the same 
time, under the arrangement proposed, the casual expenses attending the outfit, 
superintendence, and instruction of the intended emigrants will he defrayed 
from the funds of this country. 

I have, &c., 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy, • • • (Signed) . GREY. 

&c. & c. 



Enclosure in No. 2. , 

. . Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

Sir, ■ February 17, 1848. 

We have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 1st instant, in which you inform 
us that Lord Grey is prepared to sanction the proposal of Governor Robe to expend in 
emigration the moiety of the South Australian Land Fund not specially appropriated to that, 
purpose, and that his Lordship is of opinion that this expenditure should not be extended over 
a period of two years, but that the dispatch of emigrants should be commenced and carried on 
as expeditiously as possible. 

We shall not fail to use our best endeavours to carry out Lord Grey’s wishes, and with that 
view we should propose to increase the number of ships to be dispatched in the course of the 
present year to New South Wales, South Australia; and the Cape of Good Hope from 54 to 
72, sending them from England at the rate ‘of six in each month. 

If our endeavours are as successful as we anticipate, we shall thus dispatch upwards of 
14,000 emigrants from this country in the course of the ensuing year; and, continuing to 
regulate the numbers of emigrants obtained from Great Britain and Ireland by the relative 
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population of these countries, we should hope to send to the colonies about 10,000 British and N 
upwards of 4000 Irish emigrants. , . _ 

In order, however, to succeed in obtaining so large a number of emigrants, it will be neces- 
sary to have recourse to some additional measures beyond those which we have hitherto 
employed ; and we have, in accordance with Lord Grey’s directions, inquired whether an 
eligible class of Irish emigrants might not be obtained from among the orphans now main- 
tained in the Irish workhouses, of whom many are approaching the age of adolescence 

We hare the honour to report that the result of our inquiries leads us to hope that this will 
turn out to be the case. We are inclined to think that males of this class, approaching the 
aseof 18, who, from no fault of their own, have been bred m a workhouse, receiving such 
education as is there given, and submitting to the restrictions imposed in it, might prove by no 
means inferior to the ordinary Irish labourer. , . , , c 

But we should anticipate a more decided benefit front the adoption of this plan in respect of 
female orphans. Lord" Grey is well aware of the necessity which 

proportion of the sexes in any large emigration to a new country. Single men willing ;to 
emigrate are to be found in abundance. But we learn from the reitoa ed complamts of our 
selecting agents that the difficulty of procuring single lemales of an eligible character is one of 
the greatest embarrassments against which they have to struggle. It is said, howeier, ^ * 
large number of well conducted young women are to be found among these orphans, ihe 
emigration of these persons will be of material service, by placing us at liberty to accept from 
othef sources a coiresponding number of single men whom we might otherwise have been 

IKS* drawn up a paper which, with such modifications as Lord Grey may 
deem fit, might, we think, be transmitted to the Irish Government^with a request that they 
would take the proper means for communicating it to the Guardians of the different parishes 

fr °B il, h we think, obviom/that the character of this emigration, consisting entnely ot 7°"^! 
persons, will necessitate a closer moral and religious superintendence than has hitherto heal 
thought expedient or even practicable in emigrant ships. And it has been suggested to us, 
with g this view, that a teacher should be attached to each ship. It will be obsewed that in 
the enclosed memorandum we have adopted this suggestion, but we would submit that ^consi- 
dering the peculiar character of the emigration which renders this expense necessary , , ,t : could 
not with propriety be charged against the colony, and should therefore be defrayed from 
British funds. Nor (we may here add) do we think it unfair that the parishes w ic i i 
relieved from the necessity of s support! J these emigrants should have the expense of fojwding 
them to the port of embarkation. Aiis suggestion likewise we have, therefore, embodied 
the naner which we submit for Lord 'Grey’s approval. , 

We appTehend that under the Local Act, S Will. IV. No, 3, the Governor would have the 
power ofapprenticing these young persons as proposed in the 7th clause of the accompanying 
paper. 

We have, &c., 

Berman Motivate, Esq., (Signed) *££%££ 

&c. &C. 



1 Her Maiesty’s Land and Emigration Commissioners having been instmcted by the 
Secretary of State to make arrangements for a considerable emigtat, on from Great Britain 

suited to European constitutions. The soil is good, and pro uc Clothing mav 

baS- oats, and potatoes. Provisions are much cheaper 

emigrants whVbe fed according to L annexed scale 

future modifications if experience should show them to b . j S be ap- 

The males and females are intended to be conveyed in con- 

-pointed to them, and means will be taken to provide for the instruction ot he e V 
Irmity with their respective creeds. The books furnished to the vessels will consist exclusively 
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of those authorised by the National Board of Education. In those of the slaps which carry 
i* rptaX. will be a trustworthy matron to take charge of the emigrants under the 
Sion or the Wra, who will be entrusted with the general management, ot every sh.p 
f The emigTant sMps will be dispatched every month during the present year from 
Plymouth to which place the emigrants must be conveyed at the expense of the Board of 
Guardians Emigrant, ships can be dispatched from Plymouth only, because 1 in only at 
Ply mouth with the exception of London) that the Commisstoners have an emigrant depot which 
Xnahk them to At the emigrants previous to embarkation; and officer, under the. r 
control who can ascertain by inspection that the emigrants are all m a fit state of health to em- 
bark ■ that their persons are clean, and their clothes clean and sufficient. The calamities which 
would result from the introduction of any infectious or contagious complaints on board one ot 
these vessels render this arrangement indispensable. . 

5. It will be necessary that each emigrant should be provided with the following articles, 
which compose the lowest outfit that can be admitted : — 

For Males — , 

Six shirts. 

Six pair of stockings. 

Two pair of shoes*. 

Two complete suits of exterior clothing, one of which must be made ot some warm 
material. 



For Females — 

Six shifts. 

Two flannel petticoats. 

Six pair of stockings. 

Two pair of shoes*. . 

Two gowns, one of which must be made of some warm material. 

a general rule, it may be stated that the more abundant the stock of clothing the better 
for health and comfort during the voyage, as at whatever season of the year it may be made, 
the emigrants have to pass through very hot and very cold weather, and should, therefore, be 

^^The Governor will be directed on the arrival of these emigrants in the colony to make 
such arrangements, in regard to their employment, as may be most to their benefit, according to 
their age and circumstances. . 

7. Every pains will be taken to find the emigrants respectable employers. When their age 
and circumstances render it fitting, they will be bound apprentices under laws which are m force 
in the colonies. It will be stipulated that fair wages shall be paid by the employers, according 
to the current rate prevailing in the district ; and after deducting such portion as may be re- 
quired to pay for clothes and other current expenses, the remainder of their wages will be 
reserved, to be given to them at the expiration of the contract, or, in the case of females, at their 
marriage, provided it be approved of by the Government, or by the Committee appointed to 
act on its behalf. A power will be retained of forfeiting the reserved wages of any of the 
children who may abscond, or whose indenture may be cancelled for misconduct. 

8. The Governors of New South Wales and South Australia will be directed to appoint a 
Committee in each colony, at which they will request the co-operation in New South Wales of 
the Bishop of Australia and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, and in South Aus- 
tralia of the Bishop of Adelaide and the Roman Catholic Bishop, to see that these stipulations 
are duly observed by the employers. 

9. The Boards of Guardians will determine whether in order to obtain these advantages they 
will provide the outfit and conveyance to the port of embarkation on behalf of the orphans in 
their respective workhouses, and on their communicating their decision to do so to the Poor 
Law Commissioners, an officer will be deputed by the Emigration Commissioners to visit the 
workhouses, in order to ascertain whether they contain any suitable candidates for emigration of 
the above class. 

10. This emigration will be watched with the utmost interest by all who are concerned in 
the colonies to which it is to be directed, and upon the manner in which it is conducted will 
depend the power of the Government to encourage its continuance. The colonists are desirous 
of addino- to their body, not the idle and the worthless, but those whose education and moral 
religious training afford a reasonable guarantee that they will become active and useful 
members of a society which is in a state of healthy progress, and it will, therefore, be impera- 
tive on the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to select those young persons only 
whose education has been attended to, and of whose conduct they receive a satisfactory report 
from the competent authorities. 



* Shoes or slippers are more convenient for use on board than boots, 
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(No. 65.) No. 3. a No. 3. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy.* 

Sir, Downing-street, April 11, 1848. 

With reference to my Despatch No. 35, of the 28th of February, Page 88. 

I tran smit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Rev. Robert Park, in March 30, 1848. 
which he adverts to the omission of the Presbyterian clergyman in the notice 
issued by the Emigration Commissioners with reference to the formation of 
local Committees for the protection and guardianship of Irish orphan emigrants. 

I have assured Mr. Park that he need entertain no apprehension of any 
desire on the part of the Government to place the members of one church 
under the control or management of the head of another ; and I wish to explain 
to you that, although in that memorandum reference was made to the expe- 
diency of endeavouring to secure the services of the heads of the churches of 
England and Rome on that Committee, yet of course it would be proper that 
you should take the advice of some of the leading members of the Presbyterian 
church in respect to any matter which may affect the disposal of young people 
who are members of that church ; and it will probably be desirable to invite 
some clergymen of that persuasion to become a member of the Committee. 

I am, &c., 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 3. Enel, in No. 3. 

My Lord, Ballymoney, March 30, 1848. 

My attention has been directed to a document submitted to the Board of Guardians of 
the Ballymoney Poor Law Union, respecting the emigration of orphans to Australia. It is a 
printed copy of a communication from the Commissioners of Colonial Lands and Emigration 
to the Under Secretary for the Colonial Department, dated 17th February, 1848, and has 
annexed a memorandum of arrangements on the subject. 

I have specially remarked No. 8 in the memorandum, which, in reference to the employ- 
ment of emigrants, prescribes — 

“ 8. The Governors of New South Wales and South Australia will be directed to appoint 
a Committee in each colony, at which they will request the co-operation of the Bishop of 
Australia and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, and, in South Australia, of the 
Bishop of Adelaide and the Roman Catholic Bishop, to see that these stipulations are duly 
observed by the employers.” 

As Presbyterian chaplain in the Ballymoney Union workhouse, I have had charge of very 
many orphans, both male and female, who may be induced to emigrate. As a minister of the 
Presbyterian church in Ireland, I hold conscientiously its distinguishing principles. I have 
taught them to the children under my care; and I am extremely unwilling that these young 
people, and others in similar circumstances, should not only be deprived of the counsel and 
influence of pastors of their own church, but be cast within the control of parties holding prin- 
ciples at variance with those of the church to which they and their parents belong, and in which, 
with the sanction of the Legislature, they have been educated. 

I am, therefore, obliged to remonstrate against a regulation which recognizes and encourages 
the co-operation of the Bishops of the Church of England and of the Roman Catholic church, 
and yet takes no notice of the authority of the Presbyterian church, or of any right of inter- 
ference on its part with the emigrants, although it is the Established Church of Scotland, and 
is endowed in this country as “ The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland." 

* Similar Despatch to the Governor of South Australia, No. 34, 11th April. 
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r w respectfully to request, that the Moderator of the Presbyterian Synod of Australia 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Robert Park, 

Minister First Presbyterian Church, Ballymoney, and 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, Presbyterian Chaplain in the Ballymoney Poor Law 

& C S &c. &c. Union Workhouse. 



(No. 107.) No - 4 ' 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 

Downing-street, July 7, 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your Despatch No. 198, of the 8th 
of October last, accompanied by an address from t the 

the Queen, pointing out the resources of New South Wales and the „i eat 
demand for labour, and praying that Her Majesty would be graciously pleased 
to sanction the adoption of such measures as to Her Majesty might seem meet 
for the removal from the United Kingdom of such of Her Majesty s subjects as 

might be desirous to emigrate to that colony. 

You will acquaint the Council that I have laid this address before the Queen, 
and that Her Majesty was pleased to receive it very graciously. 

Upon the several topics to which the Council, advert, I have conveyed to 
vou \he views of Her Majesty’s Government in another Despatch, acknow- 
ledging the report of a Committee of Council, and the resolutions upon which 
the present address would appear to have been founded. &c 

Sir C. A.. FitzRoy, (Signed)’ GREY. 

&c. &c. 

(No. 108.) No - 5 - 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
g iR Downing-street, July 7, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Despatch No 195, of the : 29th 
of September last, enclosing the report of a Committee of the Legislative 
Council upon the demand for labour m the colony, and the best means of 
supplying it; and also accompanied by resolutions of the Council, reqjMSfc 
ing you to urge upon the Government the renewal of emigration to the 

°° The first remark I have to make is, that, in the importance attached to this 
subject, Her Majesty's Government fully coincide m opinion with the Com- 
mittee and with the Council. The Government are thoroughly sensible of the 
great advantage which well-directed emigration is calculated to confei both on. 
the colony md upon this country. I cannot, however, hold out the expecto- 
tion that they would feel at liberty to recommend the grant of a Parliamen- 
tary guarantee, which the Council suggest to a loan of a million sterling, secured 
upon the territorial revenues of New South Wales. In every question of this 
nature, it is necessary to contemplate distinctly the contingency that the party 
giving security may he called upon to fulfil its obligation. Now, greatly as 
we value the well-known and progressive prosperity of the Australian colonies, 
and much as we may lament any limit which unavoidable circmnstances may 
cause to the rate of its development, yet we do not consider that, in order to 
promote the more rapid production of wealth which would unquestionably 
attend a still more rapid influx of labour, we should be warranted m laym 0 an 
additional burthen on the heavily-taxed mhabitants of this kingdom. Some oi 
their number would, indeed, gain the benefit of a removal to New South 
Wales ■ but the burthen would continue to lie on those who remained behind. 
And the allusion which the Council very naturally make to previous cases ot 
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the kind, only shows how certainly any such concession made in one instance 

is quoted as a precedent, and how extensively the Government must he prepared 

to pledge the credit of this country if once it enters on a course of guaranteeing 
colonial loans. But, whilst for these reasons I could not, without misleading 
the Council, hold out any prospect that a loan is likely to he guaranteed, I cam 
only repeat that I entertain the most anxious desire to afford every practicable 
encouragement to emisrration« , « 

I am happy that, acting upon this feeling, Her Majesty s Government so far 
anticipated the wishes expressed by the Council— that without waltmg fOT 
intelligence, that the former debt of the colony was paid off, or for tke iai il, 
which has since occurred, of an available revenue from land, Her Majesty s 
Government sanctioned the undertaking of a new emigration to the extent 
which you had recommended, in reliance upon those resources of the colony 
which have since justified their expectation. And should that revenue prove 
■unequal to meet the expense of the accelerated despatch of e ™° r “? 1 V ld 
the Commissioners, have by my direction endeavoured to effect, yon hojd 
authority, under former instructions, to raise a moderate loan upon the security 
of the Land Fund; and you are aware that, if the legislature should deem ** 
advisable to raise a further loan on the security of the general reve nue, the 
Government would offer no objection on their part to a measure passed foi 

4 l‘S“ gather from the report of the Committee that they entertain an 
unfavourable opinion of the policy embodied in the Act of Parliament col 
the Laud Sales Act, but should there be any observations which I might wish 
■to address you on this subject, they will he more appropriately placed m 
acknowledging the report which you have sent me from a Committee which 
appears to have devoted its inquiries to this particular question. 

In the opinion expressed by the Council that some contribution shou Id be 
sought from those parties in this country who have an interest in emi D ration 
fullv concur, vou will see by the enclosed copy of a letter which I caused to May 20 , 1848. 
be addressed to Mr. Francis Scott in reference to a proposal for forming an of Enclosures e ue 
association with this object, that I am entirely favourable to its principle, ml 
would be willing to lend it every practicable co-operation. But you ™ 

■perceive by the same letter that there are also some limits which might not at 
first sight attract notice to the extent to which such aid can he expected 

In the first place, if the whole expense of removing a man to Austra a be 
taken at from 20 1 to 2H, the charge which under the present system falls on 
the private individual for the inevitable expense of the outfit , f °^ he 
tribution of 11., which the Commissioners demand for bedding and other 
supplies cannot he taken at less than 51. or 6 1, so i that wen whei n: a 
is granted across the ocean, one-fourth or upwards of the whole charge paid 

^Secondly 6 There is also the circumstance that the price of removal to North 
America does not exceed 51. or 6Z, and that this must form a natural limit to 
-the expense which persons will generally be willing to bjj 

to emigrate. You will observe from the correspondence that , I give ful ^weight 
to the superiority of the inducements to a working man to proceed to Australia, 
MSi-. as «» of: reUef, and seeing that i-No*A = «ie 
nrosnects of properly qualified people are also good, it cannot lie expected that 
much more will be T contributed by private persons for one destination than 

“SSX and other considerations may sevveto a°<»imtfor fte 
difficulty which has always been experienced m obtaining any 
towards the cost of the actual sea passage itc ’Australia, th 
Emigration are fully aware of my wish, that they sh ould avail “ e ^" es b 
every suitable opportunity of making the resources of Winter ert 

obtaining some payment for those parties in this country „ , j 

in the same object. Thus inasmuch as the applicants for the benefit of a free 
nassane have latterlv become much more numerous than can be compli 
with.Ohe 1 Commissioners have been directed to try the experiment of i?“easmg 
the payment (hitherto limited to U.) required for each of 

also been instructed to call for a payment in respect of 
children, and in so doing to waive the prohibition against taking fa . 
prising more than a certain number of children of that description Biese are 
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NEW south measures which I must explain to you will not now be tried L &i the fii st Aime 
wales. , , Beated i„ i, een thought of and have been tried, but oil former 

“ ™ZiZ S wL to render It impossible to — 

ofm-ouerlv qualified applicants. The greater publicity, however, which the 
facilities for < emi 0 ration offered by the Commissioners have now attained, the 
better faowle™e of the advantages held out by the Australian colonies, and the 
much CJr supply of candidates procured through the extensive agency which 
Z coSS/have established, give reason to hope that the endeavour 

may be renewed with better success. , . , • i.i nr 

There will also be from time to time cases m which public boards or 
charitable institutions may be willing to send to the best i ^ e !^ 0 “ t ^^ d C “ n f 
be found for them, persons who may be inferior indeed to the standard, ol 
emigrants required by the fixed regulations, but whom it may bo for the 
interest of the colony to receive upon payment of part of the “p^raes of their 
introduction. One such case occurred m respect to the body ol British woik- 
men obliged to quit Calais hi consequence of the events which have occurred 

dull ? of Enclosures ^ j J nc l 0 se some of the principal portions of the correspondence which passed 
on that subject, and whilst I think you will see that it was impossible to read 
the communication of these poor men without great sympathy and interest, 
you will also perceive that there were strong grounds to consider that then 

introduction would be a benefit to the colony. 

They were described to me as a highly intelligent party of men, able-bodied, 
and although not falling within any of the particular trades or callings admis- 
sible under the usual regulations, yet well aware of the nature of their prospects 
in the colony, and anxious to adapt themselves to those pursuits which would 
there be most useful at once to themselves and the community. I or the men 
possessing these qualifications, a contribution of -4 1. a-head has been paid from 
the Committee for the relief of British workmen, in addition to providing the 
requisite outfit, and I trust that this will be viewed in the colony as a favour- 
able specimen of that immigration which the Council have expressed them- 
selves anxious to effect by means of a joint expenditure out of British and 
Colonial resources. 



Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c., 
(Signed) GREY. 



Schedule of Enclosures to accompany Despatch to Sir C. FitzRoy. 

1848. Pago 

1 Letter to Hon. F. Scott . 20 May On extended emigration to New South Wales 05 

2. Colonial Office to Emigration 25 March With Foreign Office letter enclosing momo- 

Commissioners. rial from British refugee workmen at 

• Calais for means to emigrate , . .06 

3. Emigration Commissioners to 27 March In acknowledgment ; encloses memorandum 

Colonial Office. of nature of assistance that could he af- 

orded ....... 98 

4. Colonial Office to Emigradon 27 March With letter to the Relief Committee en- 

Commissioners. closing the memorandum of assistance that 

could be afforded . . . . .99 

5. Emigration Commissioners to 4 April Letter from Relief Committee, detailing 

Colonial Office. proceedings of a meeting at Nottingham 

on the subject 99 

6. Extract of Report of Emi- 6 April An officer despatched to Calais to examine 

gration Commissioners to the intending emigrants. . . .100 

Colonial Office. 

7. Emigration Commissioners to 27 April General remarks on this "particular kind of 

Colonial Office. emigration, and ofthe proceedings adopted 

by them ...... 100 

8. Colonial Office to Emigration 10 May Lord Grey’s approval of course pursued 

Commissioners. by Commissioners, and his ' Lordship’s 

views on that class of emigration . . 102 

9. Foreign Office to Colonial 23 May With extract letter from Consul at Calais, 

Office. enclosing copy of letter of thanks from the 

emigrants to Her Majesty’s Government. 102 
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No. 1. 



95 



aiR > Downing-street, May 20, 1848. 

With reference to your letter of the 29th February, accompanied by a proposal for a 
society to promote private contributions towards emigration to Australia, I am directed by 
Earl Grey to acquaint you that his Lordship had been in communication on the subject with 
the Commissioners of Colonial Lands and Emigration, and has not failed to give it the best 
attention in his power. I am to assure you, at the outset, of Lord Grey s desire to co-operate 
with any gentlemen who may associate themselves for promoting emigration to the Australian 
colonies : and in proceeding to offer a few remarks, founded on former experience on the same 
subject, I am to state that the object is not to discourage any plan which may promise success, 
but merely to awaken the attention of any such society as you propose to those points in which 
difficulty has heretofore occurred, and thus to direct their efforts into those chaunels m which 
they may appear most likely to be practically useful. . ... 

The plan of endeavouring to obtain some contribution towards the expense of Australian 
emigration from the numerous parties in this country who have an interest in sending out 
labourers has often been considered, and has from time to time been tried ; but there are some 
conditions on which, for the sake of the colonists, it is necessary to insist, and by which it is 
found that the amount of such contributions is practically limited. 

In the first place, while the expense which falls upon the Government under existing 
arrangements, on account of passage money, maintenance in the depfit, agency for selection, 
and other charges, may be assumed at about 15Z. per head ; the charge to each individual for 
outfit, conveyance to the place of embarkation, and for the contribution which is now required 
by the Commissioners under the name of bedding money, cannot be taken at less than from 51 . 
to 6Z., making- a total of 20Z. or 21Z. Fully onc-lburth, therefore, ot the whole expense of 
removal is, in point of fact, already contributed by the friends or protectors of each emigrant. 
Persons are often willing to promise contribution beforehand ; but when they find liow heavy 
are these preliminary expenses, they are apt to think that they have subscribed enough, and 
complain greatly of any further demand. _ . .... , • , „ . ;11 

In the next place it must be remembered that the amount of the contributions i which will, 
on any large scale, be offered towards the removal of persons to Australia must always find a 
natural limit in the expense, of removal to North America. For several years put the neces- 
sary cost of removing a man to North America from many parts of the United Kingdom has 
fallen much short of 57., and in those situations which are least favourably situated for the 
purpose has not exceeded 67. Now Lord Grey is fully disposed to behove that the prospect 
of success of a labourer in Australia is more certain and immediate than in North America, 
and that he may avoid in the former many hardships to which a man of small means is 
exposed in the earlier period of his settlement ip the latter country j but still it cannot be dis- 
puted that excellent prospects are there also held out to persons who are properly fitted to 
thrive by their industry. Whilst, therefore, benevolent persons may make some additional 
sacrifice to assist parishioners or tenants in whom they are interested to reach Australia, there 
is no such decided objection to the other destination as should induce persons unconnected with 
New South Wales or the neighbouring settlements to pay much more in order to send people 
to those colonies rather than to North America. But to this latter destination it has just 
been remarked that the whole cost of conveyance has usually Fallen below the amount which is 
practically paid already by every person who gams the benefit of a free passage to the 

A While these circumstances sufficiently explain the difficulty hitherto experienced in obtaining 
any large amount of contribution from private sources towards that part of the expense of 
Australian emigration, which consists of the actual cost of transit across the ocean, it is also to 
be observed that another great practical difficulty would be experienced in attempting simul- 
taneously to promote the emigration of two distinct classes of persons, both receiving assistance 
from public funds towards their conveyance to the colonies, but that assistance being “ 
under different regulations, and to a different extent according to the class to winch each 
individual emigrant was held to belong, it would appear to be hardly possible to establish 
such a broad demarcation between the two classes of emigrants as would be necessarj , in orier 
to prevent confusion amongst the vast multitudes with whom it is requisite that the Connnis- 
sioners^hould communicate, in order to send out the numb ers whom they rare required m 
dispatch in the course of the year, and also to prevent issahsfaetion . among* .the 
on finding themselves on hoard or the same vessels after having paid different amounts for their 
passage. Hence it would appear to he advisable to adhere to the existing system or acting 
under^general rules which define clearly the classes eligible to bo received as 
the expenses which are to be borne by themselves, all who are accepted as emigrants being 

system should be adhered to, and that the Commissioners should under definite roles, se w 
ffi emigrants to be sent oui from among those who will comply with the conffiuons they 
impose, his Lordship entirely agrees that those rules should be so modified from time to toe 
as to take advantage of any additional payment which emigrants mig e 
and willing to make for the benefit of a passage. In point of fact a contribution hasbeen 
already obtained, as above stated, to an amount believed to he equal to the co»t of r 
Canada ; and this pecuniary charge, and the other necessary conditions imposed, have > tdl ^very 
lately had the effect of keeping the number of eligible applicants within the total n 
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, , rendered it necessary for the Commissioners to 

which the amount of the available fu , ■ j e g not many months ago it required 

restrict the passages they as fL as they were wanted, 

great exertion to procure i proper persons P untry , the favourable reports 

But the distress which has prevailed J P extension which the Commissioners 

received of past emigration to Austria ami fte large ^ on w „ 

have given to their agency since emigration to i New ■ boutn warn ^ ^ ^ the du , y of tbe 

appears, given a ‘ “od demand; and Lord Grey will readily give them his 

Commissioners to watch the «upp y candidates outrunning their means of pro- 

authority in case they find the numb .;L im « tance and from time to time to alter the 
viding passages, to avail themselves o manner as to secure to the colonies the largest 

terms upon which passages are offered : ncrease 0 f the supply of labour from the expen- 

possible amount of advantage w reap obvious that by charging to the emigrants a pro- 

diture of a given amount ot money. I • -.p- t u e charge which is already made 

portion of the cost of their childrens passage , y , ^ j by other such regulations, the 

to them, towards the cost *• wLt of labour, ^ovided that 

But the L been arrested by merely demanding a 

small payment for the passages p^^^p^^d^cla^ea^h^afe^eidl^^igihlei 

since indnstrious lahoure | d discretion must be left to the Commissioners. But 

”lth£rrpt^ 

the navments which would be a condition of their being taken to the colonies, and might, if the r 

cotony 

be ^question for your consideration whether, if a proper selection were made amongst. *0 can- 
didate to receive -such loans, and if an effective agency were established in the colony, to 
receive and enforce repayment by instalments a private company might no .bop .to _iecover 
the areater tart of any money so advanced, die deficiency being made up by adding to the 
repayments expected, a moderate per centage to cover losses These mast, however '-op- 
tions entirely lor the judgment of the contemplated society, should it bo formed. Lo d Grey s 
only object in throwing out this suggestion, has been to point out, not only 'he d,fflou,, !“ "tj**) 
maj be J expeeted to attend any endeavours to raise contributions towards the expense el sol lmg 
out Australian emigrants, but also iu what direction it lias occurred to lnm that the exeitioiis 
. of individuals, or of a society, towards that object, might bo made with most practical effect. 

Hou.P. Scott, (%»«>) Murivaub, 

See. &c. 



No. 18, March 21, 
1848. 

No. 20, March 22, 



Gentlemen Downing-street, March 25, 1848. 

I am directed by Earl Grey to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, enclosing copies of two Despatches addressed 
to Viscount Palmerston by Her Majesty’s Consul at Calais, relative to the wish which has been 
expressed by a body of English workmen, refugees from France, to have the means afforded 
them of emigrating to South Australia or any other ot the British colonies. 

Lord Grey directs me to desire that you will prepare with the least possible delay a memo- 
randum pointing out the extent to which their wishes can be complied with m this respect, in 
order that the same may be communicated by his Lordship to the Committoe which has been 
formed for the relief of these poor people. . _ , 

I have, &c., 

The Emigration Commissioners, (Signed) T. 1' . Elliot* 

&c. &c. &c. 

g IRj Foreign Office, March 23* 1 8 48-. 

I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the consideration^ Earl 
Grey, copies of two despatches from Her Majesty's Consul at Calais, respecting, tb* wish 
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expressed by a body of English workmen, refugees from France, to have the means afforded 
them of free emigration to Australia, or any other British Colony. 

I am, &c. 

Brniamm Hawes, Esq-, M.P. (Sipi«l) H. W. Adhinston. 

&c. &c. & c. 

My Lord, Calais > March 21 ’ 1848 ' 

With reference to my despatch, No. 17, of this day’s date, reporting to your Lord- 
ship the probable early and forced departure of all the English workmen with their families 
from this town, who will thus return to, and be for a time at least a burdeu on their parishes 
in England, I have the honour to submit to your Lordship’s consideration, that a number 
from whom I shall receive, and will to-morrow forward to your Lordship a memorial, are 
most desirous to emigrate to Australia, or any other of the British colonies. They are men 
of respectability, though now reduced by hard times, and generally with large families; they 
do not come under the description of emigrants to whom a free passage is offered, being me- 
chanics, and they could, therefore, only have a free passage under special circumstances ; but 
as strong able-bodied men in-the prime of life, industrious, and intelligent, diey would be well 
able to turn their hands to anything; their main desire is, having seen better days, to avoid 
goimr to the poorhouse in England. I submit this case to your Lordship’s consideration at the 
earliest possible moment, as should it appear to your Lordship desirable that arrangements be 
made to send these families to the colonies, instead of to their parishes, steps may be taken 
with, that view as sorin as practicable, as it is not possible to say at this moment how soon 
they may be forced to Uave this country. 

J J 1 have, &c. 

The Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. (Signed) E. W. Bonham. 

&c. &c. & c. 

My Lord Calais, March 22, 1848. 

With reference to my Despatch No. 18, of yesterday’s date, I have now the honour to 
enclose the memorial to Her Majesty’s Government therein alluded to. . 

In bringing the case of these unfortunate memorialists to your Lordship s notice, and in the 
hope that it may receive your Lordship’s favourable recommendation to the Emigration Com- 
missioners, ox to such department of Her Majesty’s Government as it more particularly 
regards, I beg further to state that the number of.individuals, according to lists signed by them- 
selves, and which have to-day been handed to me, is as follows : — 

Men . . • ' • 147 

Women .. . . • • * 129* 

Children above 10 - 144 

Ditto under 10 . . • • 222 

642 persons in all. 

Should their request be acceded to, probably the most simple method would be for a vessel 
to call and embark them here, and thus avoid', the extra trouble and expense of their going to 
England. I’ must add, that nearly all the above are out of work, and daily falling into a more 
destitute state; therefore, it is most urgent that as early a decision as possible should be given 
respecting them. I have, 8cc., 

The Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., (Signed) E. W. Bonham. 

&c. 8cc. 8cc. 

To the Members of the British Government. 

In accordance with the sentiments unanimously expressed at a meeting of the English 
workmen, convened for that purpose in the English church, at St. Pierre les Calais, oA this 
day, March 21, 1848, the following memorial is respectfully presented to your Lordships. 

The object of your memorialists is to direct your attention to the singular and painful 
circumstances in which they are placed by the changes which have been effected in the govern- 
ment of this country. , , . . , , c , . 

The present state of money affairs in this country, added to the entire want ot connaence in 
the public mind, has reduced trade in every department to a perfect stand, ami consequently 
left them without the means of obtaining a livelihood for themselves and families. It is also 
* with extreme regret they feel it their duty to inform your Lordships, that recent events have 
called forth feelings of an hostile character on the part of the French towards the English, 
which we hoped had long ceased to. exist,- thus tendering their position one of both insecurity 
and destitution. • • - ' ... 

We therefore implore you, as the rulers of the. country which gave us birth, to take our case 
into your serious and immediate consideration. , , . 

Gloomy as are oijr prospects here, wa feel .convinced that our return to England would 
present no brighter picture, as the paralysed state of trade there, holds out not the slightest 
hope of our obtaining employment ; if therefore, we return to England, it will he with the 
certain prospect of becoming a burden to our countrymen, and inmates of the already too 
over-crowded workhouses. , . 

Having, therefore, put you- in possession of the above facts, we take the liberty ot suggesting 
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the following plan by which you can render us _ — . , 

The plan we propose a emigration to one of the British colonies. South Australia preferred, 
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where workmen are scarce and labour wanted, our experience having shown us the great 
advantage they possess who live under the protection of the British Government. . 

We four memorialists pledge themselves to be -men of good moral characters and indus- 
trious habits, in the full possession of health and strength, and men whose feelings revolt at the 
idea of becoming a burden to their native land. _ . i n i p n 1 

If therefore vou can provide us with the means of free emigration, we shall cheerfully and 
gratefully accept them, but if unfortunately it is out of your power to grant our request on 
fhese conditions we are quite willing to enter into an engagement to refund a part or the whole 
expense incurred after our arrival in any way which you, in your discretion, may think “■ 
Should the prayer of your memorialists be granted, you will confer a benefit upon a body 
of men, who will, in after life, look back with heartfelt gratitude to those who now rule tile 
destinies of their native lond. • 

Signed on behalf of the meeting, . 

Edward Lauder, Chairman, 

O. Lowe, 1 
Joseph James, CommitteE . 

John Clarke, 1 
John Davis, ' 



No. 3. 

Colonial Lind and Emigration Office, 

glR> March 27, 1848. 

We h^ve to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, of your letter of the 25th iustant, 
enclosing two Despatches from the British Consul at Calais, relative to the English art^ans 
who have been expelled from the manufactories in that city, and desiring us to furnish Lord 
Grey with a memorandum, pointing out the extent to which it would be possible to comply 
with the wishes of these people to be assisted to emigrate to some of the Australian colonies. 

In obedience to Lord Grey’s instructions, we enclose herewith a memorandum on the subject 
of the emigration of the people in question to the Australian colonies. 

We have, &c. 

T. Frederick Elliot, Esq., T. W. C. Murdoch, 

& c< Frederick Rogers. 



The emigrants most in demand and who succeed best in the Australian colonies are 
agricultural labourers, shepherds, and female domestic servants. A small number of country 
mechanics can also find employment; but manufacturers, such as lace-makers, stockingers, 
weavers, &c., would scarcely find employment at their own ‘trades, and would be of little value 
to the colony. , 

Whatever scheme therefore it may he decided to adopt in regard to the artizans lately ex- 
pelled from France, the idea of sending manufacturers of the above or analogous classes to the 
Australian colonies should be excluded both in fairness to the colonies and in kindness to the 
individuals. In fairness to the colonies, because the funds for emigration being provided out of 
colonial revenues, the colonies have a right to demand that thej/ should be expended in the 
manner most advantageous to colonial interests. In kindness to the individuals, because if they 
be sent to a colony where there is no demand for their peculiar labour they must have recourse 
to new and unknown employments as a means of subsistence, and thus lose the advantage of 
their skill and previous education. 

But there may probably be among the workpeople in question many who are capable of 
agricultural labour, and others who though not agricultural labourers have been accustomed to 
out-door work. These, if not the most eligible emigrants, would yet be sufficiently adapted to 
the wants of the colony to justify their acceptance, provided some advantage could be added in 
their case to counterbalance the disadvantage of their want of training. Thus the groat com- 
plaint in the Australian colonies beiug deficiency in the quantity rather than in the quality of 
labour, if an arrangement could be made to contribute from other than colonial sources towards 
the passages of the artizans from France, and thus, by economizing the colonial funds, to enable 
the colonies to obtain without an increased charge to themselves a greater number, though 
not quite so eligible a description of labourers, there can be no doubt that the arrangement 
would be acceptable. 

The expense of sending an emigrant to Australia, supposing him to be entirely destitute, 
may he stated as follows : — ^ 

Outfit ...... about 4 

Bedding, &c. . . . . . „ 1 

Agency, &c. 1 

Conveyance to port of embarkation . . „ 1 

Passage . . . . . . „ 13 



£20 

Of this the three latter items only amounting together to about 15Z. are borne by the colonies ; 
the outfit, deposit for bedding, &c., are provided by the emigrant himself. It may probably be 
assumed that the persons now in question are not so entirely destitute as to require the outfit to 
be provided for them, and the circumstances of the case will save all cost for agency and di- 
minish that of conveyance to the port of embarkation. If then a contribution could be provided 
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. . r q/ i n K7 a lipad exclusive of their outfit and bedding by which 

towUrSpllo ^cSoniWwoddbe reduced to about 9 1. or 101 a head, these persons 

" T^JSdaSa!^^ - concluded, to ascertain what is 

the' rTalt“ P-ons or when, ^tdl" 

out by tins |^ T 2te™mont^ llwol be impossible, without very 

vounng to send ou^ ^J b * hments both J re and at the outports, to increase this number ; 

before the middle or end of Apnl. . - .• ret - t)1 > c tino' the description of emigrants The usual panted 

The annexed paper will supply detailed information resp D i . f notices of the Emigra- 

besTs^eTto the Australian colonies, and the conditions on which they are now sent out. t^Commi,.^. 



No. 4. 



Sir, 



Downing-street, March 30, 1848. 

GESIL l“ E reply to your report of aM^upofthe March 

you, for your information, the enc ose py tbe Relief of British workmen. 

Lord Palmerston has been informed of 

the course which has thus been adopted. j atn> & c>j 

(Signed) T. F. Elliot. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

Downing-street, March 27, 184S. 

With reference to the interviews whid . toe 
I am directed by Earl Grey to Workmen compelled to remove from 

Noblemen and Gentlemen for the Re ie ° . f Colonial Lands and Emigration, Page 98. 

France, the enclosed memorandum from ithe&mmn , 0 th e Australian 
explanatory of the aid which can e g r nature and the extent of that aid are 

colonies. The Committee w.ll perceive no control. But Lord 

limited by unavoidable circumstances over p; ; 0 f j,; s disposition to afford on this 
Grey is confident that he ^ t 1 ^““f die cSouies” and therefore with the 

occasion every assistance consis should the information now 

interests of the workmen themselves; and I .am to state, m meMUres> „ hich ; t might be 
supplied suggest any further tn.pm.es or S couvSt wiih such topic?, Mr. 

Emigration Board, will be happy to attend the Committee, 
in order to communicate with them personally on the subject. j ^ ^ 

The Secretary to the Committee for the (Signed) 

Relief of the British Workmen, Refugees 

from France, 4, St. Martin s-place. 



No. 5. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

April 4, 1848. 

S ‘ K ' With reference to your letter of the 30,1m uMmo - have the honour «■ ' 5 “' 

at a meeting held at Nottingham on the subject. ^ W| 

■ r signed} T. W. C. Murdoch. 

T. F. Elliot., Esq., ^ ^ Frederic Rogers. 

&c. &c. 

Subscription for English Workmen, Refugees from France. 

4, St. Martin’s-place, Apnl 1, 1848. 

S “' I have the honour to enclose for Mm 

meeting held in the town of Nottingham las mg t, Qn behalf of ^ Committee, 

from France, having claims upon the parishes 

“in a private letter, “ I * 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. T. IUly, Sen. 
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meeting by Mr. J. B. Standisb Haly, it was moved by J. C. Wright, Esq., banker, puttrom 

toward carrying into efFect their desire to emigrate to that colony. 

["Committee formed.] 

No. 6. 

Extract of a Report from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners addressed 
to T FRMDEamTE TUOT, Esq., dated Colonial Land and Emigrate Office, April 6, 

i We have despatched a member of this office to Calais, to examine these persons, and to 
ascertain how many of them may be #t and willing to emigrate to Australia. 



Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

April 27, 1848. 

IR) Q N t i, e At}i instant we had the honour to transmit, for Lord Grey’s information, copies 
of the correspondence which had passed between this department and the Committee tor the 
' relief of destitute English workmen at Calais, and to slate that we had despatched an officer 
of this deuartment (Mr. Cooper) to Calais to inspect these people. , 

During^ Mr Cooper's absence we received several reports from him, anil he has since 
returnedto London. P From the statement made to him by the masters at Calais, it appears 
that for more than a year there has been great distress among the lace-makers in that town 

and that recent events have brought the trade of lace-making, like almost every othei trade in 

France to a stand-still. But there has been no attempt to force the people m question 
out of employment, or out of France, because they are English, nor hai e the employers been 
pxnnsed to anv annovance on that account. . , , , , 

If therefore, the motive for our acceptance of these people as free emigrants had been to 
afford them assistance in their distress, we should have thought it our duty to bring under 
Lord Grey’s notice the fact that these workmen had no claim to peculiar indulgence beyond 
other persons who are thrown out of work in this country by commercial panics or a change m 
the course of trade. But the province of this Board in the measure was to '. secure i to he 
Australian colonies, at a cheaper rate than usual, a supply of labour, which, though not the 
most eligible, would still be highly useful ; and by this economy of the colonial funds, to mm i ease 
the whole number of emigrants sent out. The question in regard to the superior claim of these 
people to assistance, as compared with other distressed operatives, did not belong to us. \\ e 
accordingly proceeded to select those who appeared fairly eligible. 

-Some we have been obliged at once to reject as bad characters, and others we have felt 
great difficulty in taking on account of the number of their young children. We had indeed, 
m the Srst instance, rejected six families on this account, but it haying been since represented to 
us that a distinct promise of acceptance had been given to these people by Mr. Cooper, and 
that they had proceeded to aet on that promise before our rejection of them was made known 
we have consented to withdraw our previous refusal. But looking to the danger to the health 
of the emigrants of congregating such large numbers of young children in one vessel, we have 
informed the Relief Committee that we should be obliged to disperse them, so as to reduce the 
From Committee, proportion of young children to adults to a safer ratio. Copies of the correspondence between 
25 April, 1848. {he Relief Committee and onr secretary on this point are enclosed for Lord Grey s information. 
-tr-T—rm — It had been our intention to send the first of these people in the ship “ Harpley, which will 

seTnrif sad for South Australia from London about the 1st May, but it having been represented to 
our officer that groat distress prevailed among them, and that the expense ot their daily sub- 
silence was very lar^e, we consented to take as many as we had room for in the “ x 1 airlie,^ 
which sailed for New South Wales on the 19th instant. The number taken m the » Fairhe 
was 56 and they were selected from those who appeared to be best supplied with clothing; 
but when they arrived at Deptford, some difficulty arose as to the manner m which, and the 
parties by whom, their outfits were to be completed. As this Board possessed no funds lroiu 
which any such expense could be defrayed, and as at the same time it was impossible, with 
humanity towards themselves, or a due regard to the health of all on board the vessel, to 
allow these people to proceed to sea insufficiently provided, the Relief Committee eventually 
decided to assume the expense. The Committee have since announced their willingness also 
to complete the outfits of the passengers by the w Harpley,” and we have accordingly furnished 
them and the Consul at Calais with a list of those passengers. We have likewise informed 
the Committee that these people ought to be at Deptford on the 1st or 2nd of May. 

As some question has arisen in regard to the principles on which we have refused to take 
some of the Calais workmen, we trust Lord Grey will permit us shortly to explain the grounds 
of our proceedings. The objections are, that we reject— 1st, families where the father and 
mother could not produce their marriage certificates; 2nd, families where there were a large 

number of young children. 
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In regard to the first class, we hare reason to believe that several of the Vends of farfies 
amonv these people are not married, and that some have even wives and families in tins country 
whom they hL deserted. It is clear that if we sent out people under such cncujmnces to 
Australia it would give great cause of complaint in' the colony. And in thecase of men 

dLerled Iheir wives and families in this country, there can be little doubt that as soon as 
it was known that they had been assisted to emigrate by public funds, the Government would 
be called on either to send out the deserted family or otherwise to assist them. Under the e 
cLumstance^ as^ marriage certificates are invariably required from parties emigrating from 
IT I™ "t ^“earedi us that there was nothing to justify our making an excephon to 

this rule in the case of the Calais emigrants. ■. m i an( i m0S f 

2nd In regard to the rejection of large families of very young children, the first and most 
obvious reason is, that as l^f-passage is paid for all children above one year oM , to colony 
is burthened, whenever such families are sent oul, with a heavy charge g 

ibour will not be available until a remote period This ***£"$ * ^ ^5^ 
u resent instance on account of the contribution by the Committee of 21. pel head tor tmiaren 
rovelwo yeS old, and we are accordingly prepared so far to rekx our rule as to acc^ 
families with three children under seven years of age, but, with the « ce £°" f 
before referred to, in which an absolute promise had been given by Mr. Cooper we » 

rpiwt families with five children from 10 years old and downwards, in which cases tue cnarge 
for unavailable emigrants, even after deducting the Committee s contribution, would be t very 
™t But in adopting this decision we have been influenced by a stronger mob, eftante 

But flom the circumstances of the Calais emigrants it is unavoidable that ei on after eactalmg 
the very lar*e families they should have an unusual number of young children , if w 
accept the large families the number would he so great as to cause much apprehension for their 

he w*hat^hou r ght e 'it right to report the above circumstances for Earl Gre/s information. 

Actions as to the extent to which we shoo d con mue ^ 
ligraS since we have* been informed by the officer we sent .0 <Ma ■> i Jtat the En|hsh 
workmen from St Quentin bad sought to be admitted to the advantages ottered to me uaiais 
workman/and* we are Apprehensive^ hat if die emigration be kept “ft, 

limits to which such an emigration could be earned with advantage or 3 

colonies - We have, &c., 

T W. C. Murdoch. 

Herman Menvale, Esq., c Alexander Wood. 

&c. &c. &c. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 



Sir, 



Subscription for British Workmen Refugees from France. 

4, St. Martin’s-place, April 25, 1848. 

The Committee have received from the town clerk of Nottingham a communication 
relative to the ™ of a family named Freeston who are at Calats awaiting emigration to 

i 

have been sent by the Emigre^ .Beard* ^ £ 
the effect, that he is not to be included in the Emigration on account of the number 

fa, The town clerk of Nottinvham says the man was assured, both bv the Consul and the 
Emigration* agent in Si. he Luld be taken, and this new regulation will cause him 
the most serious inconvenience, added to much pecuniary loss. R v . n taininff a 

The Committee have also before them a letter from Mr. Consul Bonham contammg a 

“’’Si’S toetri to state their opinion, that this family ought to *™^*^*& 
gration, and to express a hope that the Emigration .Board will issu ,an 

be taken by the earliest conveyance. The Committee are disposed to think, that snould 
similar cases become public, much dissatisfaction might be occasioned amongst those who 
contributed funds applicable to the outfit and conveyance of 

The Secretary of the Emigration Board. (Signed) "W. T.W. Secretary. 

Colonial Land and Emigration OfBce, 
April 26, 1848. 

I am directed by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to a^wlegg 
the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, representing that a man named Fr ^ , ” 

in the first instance been accepted by the agent of this Board as an eT “V . , . j^^ en 
hut had afterwards been rejected by the Board on account of the number 
acting on the promise given in the first instance, incurred some p P 2 
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cornin'* to this country to procure Ms outfit, and the Relief Committee accordingly express an 

opinion that this family could not properly he excluded from the emigration. 

In reply, I am to inform you that the Board having had your letter under their consider- 
ation, and having received from Mr. Cooper, the gentleman who inspected these people at 
Calais, a precise statement of what passed between himself and these people, have decided to 
withdraw their refusal to take the six families whom they had previously rejected from the 
list of emigrants for the “ Harpley." The Board have come to this decision exclusively 
on the ground of the promise which they find to have been made to these individuals by 
Mr. Cooper; hut convinced as the Board are of the danger of sending large numbers of 
children m any one vessel, they will feel it necessary not to take the whole of these families by 
the “ Harpley,” but to distribute them in such a manner, in separate vessels, as to reduce the 
proportion of young children to the adult passengers. As, however, the man in whose beha.lt 
you apply has already made arrangements for his outfit, a passage will be provided tor him in 

In regard to any future emigrants who may be selected from the Calais workmen, and to 
whom the Board have ascertained that no promise has been given, the Board desire me to say 
that they will feel it their duty, in justice to the colonies, out of whose funds three-tourths ot 
the whole expense of this emigration is defrayed, to exclude families having a great number of 

young children. _ , „ 

J b I have, &c., 

W. T. Haly, Esq. (Signed) S. Walcott, Secretary. 

p g — You will be informed hereafter of the opportunities of taking the families which have 
been excluded from the “ Harpley.” 



No. 8. 



Gentlemen, Downing-street, May 10, 1848. 

I am directed by Earl Grey to acknowledge the report of your proceedings con- 
nected with the emigration of the destitute English workmen at Calais, dated the 27th ultimo, 
and to state that his Lordship entirely approves of the course you have pursued. 

Whether this emigration can be carried further with advantage to the colonies Lord Grey 
has not before him the means of forming a judgment; he can therefore only instruct you to 
continue to act according to what you may think most for the interest of the colonies, having 
regard on the one hand to the inferior eligibility of these persons as emigrants, and on the 
other to the saving of the colonial funds which may arise from contributions from the Com- 
mittee formed for the relief of these workmen towards the cost of their passage. 

Should you consider that it would be attended with advantage to pursue this emigration 
further, you will proceed accordingly, but if on the other hand your observation up to the 
present lime leads you to think that it will be more conducive to the real benefit of the colo- 
nies to receive the regular class of emigrants, paying for them the whole cost of passage, it 
will not be necessary for you to send any more of the people from Calais after the sailing of 
the ship which is now about to be despatched. 

Lord Grey views the funds at your disposal in the light of trust funds to be applied with 
reference to the interest of the colonies, and leaves the choice of the best mode of doing so 
mainly to your judgment, though if any questions arise which you feel a difficulty in deciding, 
you will apply to Lord Grey for directions. 

I have, &c.. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners. (Signed) H. Merivale. 



No. 9. 

g IRj Foreign Office, May 23, 1848. 

I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the information of Earl 
No.’ 35 , May 13, Grey, the copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Calais, enclosing a letter addressed 
1848. ’ to the members of Her Majesty’s Government, which had been transmitted to Consul Bonham 

from the body of British workmen expelled from Calais, and who were embarked on board 
the “ Harpley” emigrant ship, off Gravesend, about to sail for South Australia, expressing 
their thanks for the great kindness extended to them in being furnished with the means of 
emigrating. 

I have, &c. 

H. Merivale, Esq., H. W. Addington. 

&c. &c. 

Extract Letter from E. W. Bonham, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Calais, to Viscount. 
Palmerston, dated Calais, May 13, 1848. No. 35. 

I SHOULD explain that the five individuals who have signed the enclosed letter from the 
committee of the emigrants are, I believe, the same who signed the petition to the Govern- 
ment in the first instance. 

To the Members of the British Government. 

My Lords, 

Being about to take what may perhaps be a final leave of our native land, we take this 
opportunity of conveying to your Lordships, to the Relief Committee, to the Emigration Board, 
and to all who have assisted in the good work, our heartfelt thanks for your truly noble conduct 
towards us. 
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Situated as we were in a foreign land, where a paralyzed trade and a total loss of public con- NEW SOUTH 
fidence, the inevitable consequences -of revolution and disorder, had reduced us to a state of W ALE S, 
perfect destitution, God only knows what might have been our fates had not your Lordships, - 7 

with that genferous promptitude which characterizes the gentlemen of England, have granted 
to us your generous assistance. We know that the feelings which spring from the consciousness 
of having done a good action will, to natures such as yours, be a sufficient reward ; but of this 
be assured, that as we shall leave this country full of hope for the future, so shall we leave it 
with hearts that will be filled with gratitude towards you till they shall cease to beat. We 
hope and trust that it will please the Great Disposer of all things to grant you all a long and 
happy life, and amidst the -fierce conflicts which are shaking society to its foundation in neigh- 
bouring states, that He may preserve to Old England the inestimable blessings of peace and 
plenty. 

The kind treatment we have met with during our short sojourn on board the “ Harpley” 
has but furnished us with another proof of your generosity, and given additional strength to that 
love of home which previously existed in our hearts ; and whatsoever may be our future lot, the 
welfare of our native land, and the happiness of those who rule her destinies will ever be the 
wish and prayer of a little band whose proudest boast will be to say, that your kindness has not 
been bestowed in vain. 

We remain, &c., 

• (Signed) Edwd. Lauder, 

Joseph James. 

Wm. Cobb. 

John Clarke. 

• John Davis. 



(No. 109.) No. 6. No . 5 _ 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. Fitzroy. 

Sir, Downing-street, July 8, 1848. 

I have tlie honour to acknowledge your despatches of the dates and num- No. 240, Dec. 14, 
hers mentioned in the margin, the first of them showing that the previous’ debt for 1847 > P a S e 64 - 
immigration was extinguished, aud the second reporting the receipt of my instruc- ^°- e 5 ^ an ' 8 * 1848 > 
tions, apprizing you that steps would he taken for sending out to the colony a page ' ’ - 
number of emigrants equal to 5000 statute adults. 

I am glad to observe from the latter communication that you anticipate no 
difficulty in carrying those instructions into effect. In the other Despatch, I have 
received with much satisfaction the accounts which you are able to give of the 
renewed prosperity of the Land Fund. At your suggestion, and anxious to maintain 
the supply of labour to New South Wales, Her Majesty’s Government took upon 
themselves the responsibility of recommencing emigration without waiting for 
reports of the final extinction of the former debt, or of the revival of the surplus 
revenue which has since become available, and the intelligence you now commu- 
nicate justifies their course. 

I attach much value to the suggestion thrown out in the petition which you 
enclose in No. 240, to the effect that the credit of the laud revenue might he sup- 
ported by likewise imposing a rate upon the employers of labour for the payment 
of the principal and interest of any debt contracted for immigration purposes. 

Should the Legislature adopt the idea, and find it practicable to frame a measure 
for carryjng it satisfactorily into effect, it might be of great service in any fresh 
loan which may hereafter be required in the colony for this service. 

Immediately on receiving the favourable intelligence you have supplied, I 
instructed the Emigration Commissioners that they should carry on the dispatch 
of emigrants as rapidly as might be practicable, and I enclose for your information 
an extract of a report from them of their proceedings, which I trust will give May 3i, 1848. 
evidence to the colony of the earnest desire which is felt to conduct with activity 1060 . 
this important and beneficial service. 

I am, &c., 

Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



| Enel, in No. 6. ' 

Enclosure in No. 6. 

Extract of a Report from the Commissioners of Colonial Lands and Emigration, dated 
May 31, 1848. 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, enclosing copies of No. 4, Jan; 8, 1848. 
two despatches from the Governor of New South Wales on the financial state of that colony. — — . ~~~ 

From these despatches, it appears that on the 8th January last, the territorial revenue of New °' * an ‘ * 
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South Wales was already in possession of funds to meet the expense of the immigration of 
5000 statute adults, and that by the 31st December nfext, there will be a further sum of 
70 OOOZ. applicable to this service. Under these circumstances, Lord Grey conveys to ns his 
authority for taking up ships for emigrants to New South Wales as rapidly as may be prac- 

ticgle^e January last, we had the honour to submit for Earl Grey’s information, a 

report of the arrangements which we had adopted for the conduct of emigration lo Australia 
during the present year, with reference to his Lordship’s recent instructions to send out 5000 
statute adults to New South Wales. We propose to take the present opportunity of showing 
the extent to which we have given efFect to the plan then sketched out, and to explain the 
measures which in consequence of the recent intelligence we have adopted, and propose to 

ad In t our r Repoit n of°14th January, we stated that we had already sent to New South Wales 
four ships, that we proposed to send three more during the current month, and the same 
number in each succeeding month ; to send likewise one ship a-month to South Australia, and 
one ship every second month to the Cape of Good Hope, making in all 54 ships in the year. 

Subsequently, in obedience to instructions from Lord Grey, we reported that we had made 
arrangements for accelerating this emigration, so as to send out to the Australian colonies and 
the Cape six ships every month, or 72 in the course of the year. Acting on this scheme, we 
sent out in the month of March six ships, of which three were to New South Wales, two to 
South Australia, and one to the Cape. In the month of April, owing to an accident, we were 
able to dispatch only three ships, of which two were to New South Wales and one to South 
Australia. In the present month we shall dispatch seven ships, viz., four to New South 
Wales, two to South Australia, and one to the Cape; and in the month of June we expect to 
dispatch six ships, viz., four to New South Wales and two to South Australia. The whole 
number of vessels, therefore, which we shall have dispatched between the recommencement of 
the emigration in September last and the 30th June next, to the Australian colonies, will be 
to New South Wales 22 ships, carrying 4641 statute adults ; to South Australia 11 ships, 
carrying 2205 statute adults ; in addition to which we have sent to the Cape three ships, 
carrying 479 statute adults ; making in the whole 36 ships dispatched, carrying 7337 statute 
adults. , .. . . . 

The amounts placed at our disposal for the expenses of the Australian immigration were, 
as Lord Grey will remember, for New South Wales 100, 000Z., and for South Australia 
86, OOOZ. The rates at which we have been able to take up ships have varied considerably ; 
but, as far as we can judge, the expense of the 22 ships which will have been sent to New South 
Wales, before the 30th June next, will amount to about 67, 000Z., to which will have to be 
added a proportion of the extra expense* of this office, say 1350Z., making a total of 68,350Z., or 
about 3J00Z. per ship, and 14Z. 14s. 6<Z. per statute adult. To South Australia the expenses 
of 11 ships for the same period will be 29,650Z., to which must be added its share of the extra 
expense of this office, amounting to about 6007., making a total of 30,2507., or about 27507. 
per ship, and 137. 14s. p?r statute adult. The balances, therefore, that will remain in our 
hands on the 1st July next, will be for New South Wales of the formar appropriation about 
31,6507. ; for South Australia, 55,7507. 

The balance of the original appropriation in New South Wales would have sufficed, pro- 
bably, to send to that colony 10 more ships, which at our present rate would have occupied the 
mouths of July, August, and September. It would, therefore, have been our duty at this time 
to bring the matter under Lord Grey’s consideration had we received no further instructions 
on the subject, and we had accordingly prepared a report for that purpose. But the intelli- 
gence conveyed in your letter of the 23rd instant has rendered such a proceeding unnecessary. 
It only remains, therefore, to explain the measures which we have now adopted in consequence 
of that intelligence. 

The expenditure for New South Wales, up to the 30th June, will amount, as has been stated, 
to 67, OOOZ. ; there will accordingly remain to be expended between 1st July and 31st December 
103,OOOZ. The expense of our emigration averaging 31007. per ship, this sum would enable us 
to send out 33 vessels. But at our present rate, of four ships a-month, we should only send 
out, between the 1st July and 31st December, 24 vessels. We resolved, therefore, immediately 
on the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, to increase our emigration to New South 
Wales to six ships a-month during the present season, taking the chance of being obliged to 
contract our operations during the harvest months; and on the 25th instant we issued advertise- 
ments for ships for July accordingly. 



(No. 110.) No. 7. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Eabl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
Sir, Downing-street, July 10, 1S48. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 
244, of the 17th December last, accompanied by various resolutions and petitions 
urging the renewal of emigration, and requesting that all revenue received from 
land within the district of Port Phillip may he applied exclusively to sending 
immigrants into that district. 
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Having thought it right to call upon, the Commissioners of land and emi- 
gration for any remarks and. information which they could offer on the subject. 
I enclose a Report from them, which contains a comprehensive view of the 
questions raised by the present communication. In the opinions expressed in 
this Report I concur. You will, therefore, forward a copy of the present 
Despatch to the Superintendent of Port Phillip for the information of the 
memorialists, requesting him to acquaint them that I am not at liberty to hold 
them out the prospect of an application to Parliament for a grant of money 
towards emigration; and that under the circumstances explained in the 
enclosed Report, I apprehend that for the present there is no reason to interfere 
with the arrangement by which emigrants are going out to Sydney and Port 
Phillip in equal number. 

I have, &c., 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

Sir, June 16, 1848. 

We have to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant, transmitting a Despatch from 
the Governor of New South Wales, together with three memorials from the inhabitants of Port 
Phillip, and certain resolutions of the Town Council of Melbourne, respecting the resumption of 
emigration at the public expense. 

The principal objects of the memorialists are as follows: — 

1. That no part of the land fund should be appropriated to public works, the effect of such 
appropriation being to increase the existing demand for labour, but all to emigration. 

2. That the division of the immigrants between the Sydney and Port Phillip districts 
should be regulated by the respective amounts furnished by those two districts to the land 
revenue. 

3. That in order to secure an equable immigration, it should be supported by a loan to be 
contracted on the guarantee of the land 'fund, and not out of the current revenue. And that 
from this fund an immediate immigration into Port Phillip to the extent of 10,000 souls should 
be set on foot in the first instance. 

4. That part of the. expense of emigration should be defrayed by the United Kingdom, and 
part by the particular localities from w hich the emigration proceeds. 

5. That persons importing “ their own servants and labourers ” should receive an equi- 
valent for their expenditure at a fixed rate in the form of a credit at the Government land 
sales. 

And the memorialists urge a peculiar claim on the imperial funds on behalf of Port Phillip, 
arising from the fact that the imperial expenditure has been reduced by a late importation of 
“freed or partially freed male convicts” into that colony. 

With reference to these claims, you desire us to furnish Lord Grey with a statement of 'the 
relative amounts of land revenue arising from the Middle and Port Phillip Districts during the 
last five years. We are unable to do this with completeness, as the returns for 1842 are im- 
perfect, and those for 1847 we have not yet received. But we annex a statement of the required 
particulars during the four years ending 1846, from which it appears that the territorial re- 
venue derived from the Middle District during the whole of that period was 146,949?., while 
that derived from Port Phillip was only 80,70 71 . ; and that, in the year 1846, the proportions 
were 40,780?. from the former, and from the latter 35,491?. 

Premising that great consideration appears to us due to these memorialists, both from the 
force of their statements and from the calm and unexaggerated tone in which their claims are 
put forward, we have the honour to report as follows : — 

Lord Grey has already authorised the Legislature of New South Wales, if they should 
think fit, to contract a loan of 300,000?. for immigration purposes, in the benefit of which Port 
Phillip will of course share. This Board has mean time been authorised to dispatch emi- 
grants to new South Wales as fast as the funds at our command will admit; and qf the 
emigrants thus sent, the district of Port Phillip is to receive one half, being, as far as we are at 
present informed, rather a larger proportion than that to which their payments to the land 
revenue would strictly entitle them. And we need hardly observe, that as soon as the sepa- 
ration between the two districts is completed, each will pay for its own immigration. Finally, 
we are not aware that it is in contemplation to direct any portion of these revenues to the con- 
struction of public works. The amount so applied during 1846 appears to have been very' 
trifling. 

We should anticipate, therefore, that when the news of these steps shall reach the memo-’ 
rialists, they will feel satisfied as to the first three of their demands. 

With regard to the propriety of granting any Parliamentary aid to Australian emigration,' 
we can of course offer no opinion. Such views as we have been able to form as to the extentto 
which aid may be obtained from parish authorities and other persons interested in dispatching' 
emigrants from this country, and as to the best mode of obtaining this aid, we have fully stated 
in our Report of the 17th April. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

16 June, 1848. 
1204. 



Enel, in No. 7. 



No. 244, 17 Dec. 
1847. 
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NEW SOUTH The proposal to grant to persons importing emigrants at their own expense a bounty equi- 
WALE S. valent to their expenditure has been often considered, and appears to us objectionable. It would 

remove the selection and conveyance of emigrants from the control of this Board. It might 
• encourage the importers of labour in the attempt to obtain double payment of their advances 

in the first instance by indentured labour from the persons imported, and in the second place 
by the colonial bounty ; and, we may add, that the proposed mode of payment by credit at the 
Government land sales, which (unless it produces a factitious, and therefore mischievous de- 
mand for land,) is merely a mode of anticipating the produce of these sales, appears to us 
decidedly a less advisable mode of raising the necessary funds than that of a direct loan. 

And we ought perhaps to add, that as we apprehend the importation by the Port Phillip 
settlers of convict labour from Van Diemen’s Land to have been undertaken by private 
persons for their own profit, and have never heard that it proved unprofitable, we cannot 
think that it confers upon the settlement any tenable claim for aid from the British Govern- 
ment, although, as stated by the memorialists, it unquestionably enhances the necessity for 
that extended free emigration which, under Lord Grey’s directions, has already been set on foot. 

We have, & c., 

(Signed) T. W. C. Murdoch. 

Frederic Rogers. 



Statement (framed from the Colonial Land Returns), Showing the Particulars of the 
Land Revenue of the Sydney and Port Phillip Districts, from 1843 to 1846. 





Stbnet District. 


| Port Phillip District. 


Total. 


Yeab. 


Land Sales 
including 
Remissions 
See . 


Quit 

Rent 


Licences 


Total. 


Land Sales 
1 including 
Remissions 
&c. 


Leases 

and 

Licences. 


Total. 


! Land Sales, 
| including 
1 Remissions, 
See . 


Quit 

Rents. 


Licences 


Grand 

Total. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


1843 


9,820 


15,504 


9,8/3 


35,197 


1,770 


8,738 


10,508 


| 11,590 


15,504 


18,611 


45,705 


1844 


8,031 


7,192 


12,231 


27,454 


1,001 


10,020 


11,021 


9,032 


7,192 


22,251 


38,475 


1815 


14,104 


7,985 


21,429 


43,518 


8,717 


14,970 


23,687 


22,821 


7,985 


36,399 


67,205 


1840 


10,998 


6,187 


23,595 


40,780 


19,186 


16,305 


35,491 


j 30,184 


0,187 


39,900 


76,271 




42,953 


30,808 


67, 128 


146,949 


30,674 


50,033 


80,707 


73,627 


36,868 


117,161 


227,656 



No. 8. (No. 111.). No. 8. 

Copy of DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
Sir, Downing-street, July 11, 1848. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a circular 
letter which has recently been addressed by the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioners to their agents at the different ports of the United Kingdom, 
announcing a slight relaxation of the rules established by them in regard to the 
number of children to be accepted, in any family who are candidates for free 
passages to Australia. 

I have, &c.. 

Sir C. A. Fitzr'oy, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 



Enel, in No. 8. Enclosure in No. 8. 

Circular. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

® IR > Park-street, Westminster, June 7, 1848. 

I am directed by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, to inform you that 
they hare recently had under their consideration that part of the existing regulations in respect 
to Australian emigration, which restricts the number of young children who can be accepted in 
any family : — 1 

According to the present rule, no family can be accepted in which there are more than two 
children under 7, or three under 10 years of age. The object of this rule is twofold. 

1st. To avoid the mortality on the voyage, which is found to attend the presence in a 
ship of a large number of young children. 

2nd. To avoid imposing on the Colonial funds a disproportionate expense for labour which 
tor many years will be unavailable. 



7th June, 1848. 



In Land Board 
Letter of 19th 
June, 1848. 
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It has, however, been represented to the Commissioners, that this rule excludes a valuable 
class of settlers ; that the industrious labourer, so long as his family does not exceed the limits 
fixed in the Regulations, is generally able to support them by his wages, and is, therefore, un- 
willing to leave his native country; and that it is only as his family increases, and as the 
expense of feeding them begins to press too heavily on his wages, that a man of this descrip- 
tion turns his thoughts to emigration. The Commissioners are disposed to believe that there 
is a good deal of truth in these representations, and they have, therefore, given their attention 
to the possibility of relaxing the rule in question, without sacrificing the important principles 
which the rule was intended to maintain. . . 

It has appeared to them that these two objects might be reconciled, by accepting emigrants 
having more than the stipulated number of children, on condition— 1st, That the passages of 
their children beyond that number should be paid to this Board, at a rate to be fixed from time 
to time bv the Commissioners. The rate for the remainder of the current year, will be 71. 
2nd That the whole number of young children to be sent in. any ship should not exceed a 
certain proportion of the whole number of souls on board. By such arrangement, the colony 
would eventually obtain even more labour than at present, at the same expense, and the risk 
of sickness on the voyage would not be increased. You will therefore consider yourself at 
liberty for the present to propose to the Board families otherwise eligible, but having more 
than the number of children prescribed by the Regulations; but you will of course he careful 
to explain to applicants of this description the conditions on which alone they can be accepted, 
and which will in no case be remitted; and it should also be pointed out to them that as only a 
few such families can be admitted into any one ship: there must always be some uncertainty, 
even if they he accepted, as to the possibility of providing an early passage for them. 

I am, Sir, &c„ 

S. Walcott, Secretary. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 



' (No. 112.) . No. 9. No. a. 

Copy of a DESPATCH * from Earl Grey to the Governor of New South 
Wales. 

g IR Downing-street, July 12, 1848. 

I transmit herewith a copy of a letter from the Colonial Land and 
Emio-ration Commissioners, reporting the result of the inquiries which they 26 tb June, 1848. 
have” recently made as to the practicability of extending with advantage to 
England the plan which has already been in operation in Ireland, of conveying 
female orphans from the workhouses as emigrants to Australia. 

I have expressed my concurrence in the suggestions offered by the Commis- 
sioners in the enclosed Report, and have directed them to take such measures 
as may he necessary on their part for giving effect to those recommendations. 

In the mean time I have to request that you will make such preliminary ar- 
rangements as may he requisite for the reception of those young girls, and for 
placing them with respectable and trustworthy families on their quitting the 
protection of Government. 

You will further make such provision by local enactments as may be 
required for the apprenticeship of those emigrants. 

I am, &c.. 

The Governor of New South Wales. (Signed) GREY . 



Enclosure in No. 9. Enel, in No. 91 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

glR> June 26, 1848. 

Yoor letter of the 6th of March authorized us to enter into communication with the 
Poor Law Commissioners, with a view to ascertain how far the scheme for conveying female 
orphans from the workhouses in Ireland could be advantageously .extended to England. 

We have the honour to report that, after some communications with the Commissioners, a 
list was forwarded to us by Mr. Hall, Assistant-Commissioner of the London district, contain- 
ing the names of 244 females then resident in the workhouses of London and the surrounding 
counties, who were willing to emigrate to the Australian colonies. . 

As soon as practicable after receiving this communication, we dispatched a member of this, 
office to visit these workhouses, and inspect the applicants. It turned out that scarcely any 
were precisely of the class which we had hoped to find, viz., that of girls who had attained the 
age of 17 without quitting the workhouse. About 47, however, appeared eligible emigrants^ 
and to these we expect to be able to furnish free passages to Australia. ^ , 

But Mr. Cooper s Report (from which we annex an extract), joined to information we have 
received from other quarters, leads us to hope that we may be able to set on foot, to a limited. 



* Similar Despatch to Governor of South Australia, No. 25, 1 5 July. 
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extant, an emigration from , to Englishworkbou.es, undesirable for tbe colony, though not the 
some as that which we had orally ontopated. worUlouS e S are brought up. com- 

It appears, that up to the age of ,14 or 15, the “X go out to service in stations of a 

St^°to1aggravale UuTfai^e of di^Suion which have probably brought them back to the work- 

«»*• * 

«*■£ 

we might dispatch to Australia, l ues pp " , - i free ttassaee to the colony 

w„„ld S be worth while, a, of cour* 0 f ^ h ^Sy Such more s 9 to 

three or four years hence, when they have attained the ag ^ ^ f by , brea yaara 

take them now on the terms suggested. Th y first t h e reduction of that pas- 

the payment of p^age money^ag^nst wbch P 1 ^ ^ { herself for the intervening 

sage money from (say) 12Z. to HI., ana next i m0 ° R than the cost of supporting 

advantages winch .we have already alluded 

modified, and in that case we would beg that the Governors 

insuring their hfing placed with respectable and trustworthy famihes on their quitting the pro- 

"We ,°h ^Xfrtns head, that the local Act authorising the Governor of New South 
Wales to apprentice emivrant children, applies only to those sent out at the expense of Hr 
Ma estvh GoS.ment, Jnd it might be £!estioned whether it would apply to oases where the 
passage money was paid in part out of parochial funds, and in put only out of the land revenue > 
nE°e Xe pnSsed emigration *ould be set on foot, it may be advisable that the 
LuXtatrueffto procure such an amendment ef the local Act as would oh- 

viate this doubt. We have, &c.. 



Herman Merivale, Esq. 
&c. &c. 



T. W. C. Murdoch, 
Frederic Rogers. 



Extract of a Report from R. B, Coopeb, E,q„ addressed to S. Waiaiott, Esq., dated 
London, June 3, 184o. 

Geos Ihe whole, I venture to submit my opinion (which is Wd upon the assumption that 
the district I have visited is a fair specimen of the rest of the Kingdom), that the Union work- 
houses do not hold out the promise of any considerable supply of young women eligible as to 
character and ability for emigration to Australia at the expense of the Colonies, of 16 year, 
old and upwards ; and that this, arises from the fact, that before they reach that age, they have 
been mixed with the grown-up women in the day-rooms, a disadvantage by no means com- 
pensated for by the probability of their having been out to servica , , 

It mav be desirable that I shook! point out m more detail why their advanced age, and 
their having been engaged as servants seem, as a general rule, to prove more a disqualification 
than otherwise of this? girls for a free passage, assuming good character to be one of the most 

"'^JTto'^rfMorl&Ahese girls are kept to school in the house, somriimes without 
being at all put regularly to work, and never being required to do more than is just enough 
to Irach them how household work should be done. As soon after they have reaped this age 
as may be, they are taken out of the house and placed to service. But as there Is not a 
general feeling in favour of young persons of this class, they am usually engaged only by 
lemons of very limited means, tfhe wage, they receive, if any, are very low, and the work 
they are required to do hard and incessant, while it sometimes happens, from the poverty of 
the employers, that but little attention is paid to their comfort, and perhaps less to their morals 
After a little time, the girl becomes disgusted with her situatim. and leaves it. She is then, at 
every early age, abroak in the world, without friends, and falls an easy prey to temptation., 
If however) sfe escapes, and at once returns to the workhouse, she is placed in the grown 
women’s ward; and being there, is thrown into immediate contact with the immoral and 
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dissolute. The good she has acquired in her school speedily disappears ; whatever evil she 

have learned is fostered and encouraged, and the work of demoralization goes ra- 

Pld But°while this shows the difficulty of selecting from Union houses properly qualified persons 
over 15 vears of age or who have passed into the adult day-rooms, it in no way disproves the 
practicability of selecting from them younger persons who would be, I venture to submit, cal- 
culated very much to beneti t the colony to which they may be sent. 

Bv the regulations of the Poor Law Commissioueis, children between the agra of 7 and 15 
are in Union houses kept apart from women and men, and sent to school, and instructed in 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and the principles of the Christian religion 

The masters and matrons of the best conducted workhouses, the clerks of the Unions and 
others connected with them, I have seen, without exception, state their hehef that children 
brought up in properly managed houses are, taken as a whole, more intelligent, and equally 
ns capable of earning their own living by labour as children who have been educated in the 
Houses of parents of the labouring class. . .. , . • .1 • 

Having seen several of these schools and the children, I am inclined to concur in this 
opinion, and to believe that, under the existing circumstances of the colonies, they would prove 
more desirable as emigrants than persons of the same ages who have not had the means ot 
deriving the same advantages of education as children trained in Union houses. 

Moreover the demand for servants in this country is so abundantly met, and the Guardians 
have, as before explained, so much difficulty in properly placing out girls brought up in Unions 
that the officers of their Boards feel able to express their conviction that they would be very 
willing to contribute a fair proportion towards the cost of the emigration of any for whose 
passages and provision in the colony arrangements could be made by the Government at 

h °The special benefits that seem likely to accrue to the colonies from this kind of emigration 

arC ls r There would be very little risk of mortality on the voyage. 

2nd. These emigrants would be unaccompanied by any whose services would not he lmme- 

dl 3rd 7 T^parishes^pear to be willing to make considerable advances in aid of the passage 

for the consideration of the Board wi- 
ther it would not be expedient to admit, under suitable regu atom persons bred m Unmn 
workhouses over the age of 13, who have not been inmates of the day-wards, to the advan 
tages of emigration to Australia, on the payment by their parishes of 

the passage of each child so conveyed, the Government taking upon itself the responsibility of 
their protection on arrival in the colony. ^ k ave 

(Signed) * R B. Cooper. 



(No. 113.) No. 10. 

' Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
o Downing-street, July 13, 1S48. 

I have received your Despatch, No. 19, of the 26th of February last, 
transmitting Comparative Abstracts of the Revenue of New South Wales for the 

ye ihave 4 received tri'th much satisfaction these accounts of the improved state of 
the colonial revenue ; and the information which they contain will enable me to 
proceed with increased confidence in sending emigrants to the colony with as much 
rapidity as may be practicable. j ^ &c 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 



: No. 10 . 



Page 75. 



(No. 122.) No. 11. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 

g Downing-street, July 27, 1848. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a letter 
from Mr. A. Cunninghame on the subject of the course which has 
adopted for conveying female orphans from Ireland to Australia, together 

of the renlv which bv mv direction, has been returned to that communi 
Vrt froi the Colonial Land and Emigration 

Commissioners on the .subject. ^ ^ 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy,. ^(Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. , Q 2 



7th June.' 



27th June. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 11. 

giR 59, Chancery-lane, London, June 7, 1848. 

IR ’ A day. ago there was placed in my hands a printed letter (with a 
attached to it) bearing date the 17th ot February, 1848, and addressed by the Commts- 
-“ers of Colonial Lafds and Emigration to yourself, on the subject of orphan em.grat.on 
Australia 4s the plan for orphan emigration was, I believe, originally brought forward 
Australia. As tne plan m p ^ Colonization Committee of the Lords (See 



R^riof E-SnS, page (I think) 474), it will naturally be supposed that I take a deep 
Sterest in its success' It is, for this reason that I take the liberty of addressing you as to 
two or three points in the plan proposed by the Commissioners. „ , 

And, tirst.I observe that the only demand made by the bear "he 

of Guardians of those Dnions, from which these orphans go, is, that the Boards shall bear the 
coeiof out-fit and of conveyance to the place of embarkation. blow, whatever may be the 
position or inclination of the Irish Boards, I have reason to 'know that I in many of the 
English Unions the Boards of Guardians arc willing to pay, not only the cost of out-fit and 
conf-eyancc to the place of embarkation, but also a portion of the passage money. ■ Unless 
the Boards thus assist in the cost of the passage, whatever might be the advantage to the 
Unions the colony would lose rather than gam by the plan of orphan emigration, as 
children from 13 to 1 6 years old, though extremely useful in their way, are by no means so 
valuable an addition to the colony as well-selected adults. The main point in my plan was 
that the colony and the Unions should jointly bear the expense ; and unless this Tie done, 
the whole scheme will, in my opinion, prove futile. , , . , , i . 

The second point, to which I would advert, is section 7 of the memorandum attached to 
the letter ; in which it is proposed that the wages paid by the employers, for the apprentices, 
shall, after deducting the cost of clothes, and other current expenses, be given to the 

apprentice at the expiration of the contract. ., , „ „ 

P I venture to suggest that from the first portion of the wages paid by the employer, .there 
should be repaid to the Colonial Emigration Fund whatever sums had been paid from it, 
either on account of the passage-money of the child, or the costs incurred after landing, and 
before bring apprenticed out This would form but a small share of the wages, payable 
during the apprenticeship, and would leave a large sum for. the apprentice at the 
expiration of tie contract, while it would amount, in the aggregate, to a great saving to 

^If Ihe^sums were thus managed, I have no hesitation in saying that the Austrahan 
colonies would offer a secure and happy asylum to all the pauper orphans of Britain. 1 he 
last part of the communication before me, to which I have the honour of drawing your 
attention, is the concluding sentence of the letter itself, in which the Commissioners say,— 
» We apprehend that unler the local Act 5th Will. IV., ch. 3 the Governor would have 
the power of apprenticing these young persons as proposed m the 7th clause of the accom- 

^*1 venture to believe, after examining the Act referred to that it does not confer on the 
Governor the power which these gentlemen suppose it gives him. 

The Act gives power to the Governor to bind as apprentices children who may have been 
sent out at the expense of Her Majesty’s Government, or at the expense of parishes Now, 
the orphans I refer to will not be sent out at the expense, either of Her Majesty s Govern- 
ment, or of the parishes. . , , • , , 

For though it be true that die colonial fund, by which they are taken out, arises in part 
from the sale of what are called Crown lands, yet, as this fund is by Act of Parliament ex- 
pressly devoted to emigration, and thus put beyond the control of Her Majesty s Govern- 
ment, it is clear that the children taken out by this fund cannot be said to be taken out at 
the expense of Her Majesty’s Government, Nor does a contribution by parishes, towards 
the cost of the passage of these children, bring them within the clause as sent out at the 
expense of the parishes. 

The Governor has, therefore, no power at present to bind these children as apprentices ; 
and it will, therefore, be requisite, previous to their transmission to the colony, to adopt 
measures for enabling the Governor, through the Committees named by him, effectively to 
bind, as apprentices, these orphans on their arrival in the colony. 

This may be done, either by a short British Act, or, perhaps better, by instructing 
the Governor to introduce at once into the local Legislature a Bill for this purpose. 
Apologizing for the length to which I have intruded on your attention, 

I have, &c., 

To H. Merivale,Esq., (Signed) Archd. Cunninghame* 

Under-Secretary for the Colonial Department, 

&c., &c., &c. 



Enclosure 2 in No. Hr 

g IR Downing-street, July 22, 1848. 

A copy of your letter of the 7th ultimo on the subject of the conveyance of female 
orphans to Australia, having been referred to the Emigration Commissioners for such obser- 
vationsas they might have to offer, I now transmit to you, by Lord Grey, s desire,- the copy- of 
a report which has been received in reply from that Board, and which his Lordsh.p hopes may 
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appear to you to show grounds for considering that the selection of these emigrants has been 
made with a due regard to the interests of the colonies to which they have been sent. 



■ A. Cunninghame, Esq., 
Chancery-lane. 



I am, &c., 

(Signed) B. Hawes. 



NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 



Sir, 



Enclosure 3 in No. 11. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 
June 27, 1848. 



Enel. 3 in No. II. 



We have the honour>to acknowledge your letter of the 20th instant, enclosing the copy 
of a communication from Mr. A. Cunninghame, with respect to certain defects which he con- 
siders to exist in the course lately adopted for conveying female orphans from Ireland to 
Australia. 

Mr. Cunninghame first observes that no payment is required'from the parishes in Ireland in . 
respect of these emigrants beyond that which is received from all other emigrants, which he 
appeai-s to consider unfair to the colony, as girls from “ 13 to 16 years old, though extremely 
useful in their way, are by no means so valuable to the colony as well selected adults,” and 
unnecessary, because he believes the Boards of Guardians of English workhouses would be 
ready to make that contribution to the passage-money of such persons which we have omitted 
to require from those of Ireland. 

We are glad to have this opportunity of explaining the circumstances which principally 
influenced us to accept the emigrants in question. It was represented to us that the orphan 
girls in the Irish workhouses are generally well broughr up, and trained to domestic service, 
and looking to the urgent demand existing in New South Wales for domestic servants, we 
considered it of great importance to secure the emigration of a body of young women of this 
class, of whose respectability and good character we could procure the most satisfactory 
assurance. Nor was this all. Lord Grey is aware that there is generally a strong disposition 
to emigrate among young unmarried men in this country, and it is evident that such persons 
having all their working lives before them, and being unencumbered, are the cheapest and most 
desirable emigrants that can be sent to the colonies. But hitherto we have been prevented 
from accepting any great number of them by the fear of increasing that disproportion of the 
sexes which already prevails to so inconvenient an extent in New South Wales. The emigra- 
tion of the young women from the Irish workhouses has relieved us from this difficulty, and 
we have accordingly been able to send out to New South Wales since the beginning of the 
year a large-number of single men. . In respect to the ages of the girls sent out, Mr. Cunning- 
hame appears to be under a misapprehension. Of 185 girls, one (who had an elder sister going 
with her) was between 14 and 15 years old; 13 are reported to us as 15 years old, and the 
ages of the remaining 174 vary from 16 to 19. It is obvious that we had no sufficient reason 
for requiring any additional payment in respect of such a class of persons, while we much 
doubt whether the Guardians of the workhouses would have consented to make any such 
payment, unless they had been allowed to interfere with the full discretion which we have 
always exercised in the selection of emigrants. 

With regard to the English workhouses, however, we have already expressed to Lord Grey, 
in our report of the 26th instant, our hopes that we may be able to effect an emigration of 
young persons, from 13 to 15 years old, from these workhouses, and that in such cases a 
payment of 4 7. or 57. towards their passage-money may be obtained from th^ Guardians. 
We apprehend that this proposal anticipates the suggestion implied in Mr. Cunninghame’s 
letter. 



Mr. Cunninghame next observes, that the wages which it was intended to reserve for these 
young persons at the end of their proposed apprenticeship in the colony, ought not be given 
them till the expenses of their conveyance to the colony, amounting to about 137. or 147., have 
been deducted. This proposal is, we suppose, founded in part upon the idea that those emi- 
grants were, from their youth, of a less valuable class than the colony had a right to expect, 
and were accordingly under a peculiar obligation to repay, in whole or part, the cost of their 
passage. We have already stated that this idea is unfounded; and we have to add, that 
Mr. Cunninghame’s plan is open to the common objection, that it involves the attempt to exact 
labour during a series of years for less than its current value — an attempt which, in countries 
like Australia, where the demand for labour so far exceeds the supply, has hitherto proved im- 
practicable, and which Government therefore could not undertake without the probability of 
failure, and the certainty of creating ill-feeling and disappointment. On these grounds we 
judged it best, for the interests of the public, and especially of the colony, to abstain from 
what was likely to prove a delusive, if not a mischievous, attempt to recover these sums of 
money. 

Lastly, Mr. Cunninghame objects that the power of apprenticing the emigrants, assumed in 
Our memorandum to exist in the Governor, applies only to emigrants “ sent out at the expense 
of Her Majesty’s Government.” This objection had not escaped our notice; hut we thought, 
and continue to think, that it is without foundation. . The 5 and 6 Viet. c. 36, declares that the 
proceeds of land sales shall Be appropriated to the service of the colony in such manner as Her 
Majesty, or the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, or any three of them, shall direct,, 
provided that a moiety of these proceeds be expended in emigration. We conceive that these 
funds are clearly vested in Her Majesty, as .they .are clearly (subject to the above conditions) 
at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government; and, therefore, that emigrants whose passage- 
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Earl Grey, 24 July. 

Lord Ashley, 

24 July. 

Earl Grey, 1 Aug. 
Colonial Office. 

Land Board- 2 Aug. 
1848. 



Enel. 1 in No. 12. 



money is defrayed out of these funds, are sent out “ at the expense of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment." 

We agree, however, with Mr. Cunninghame in thinking that the application of parochial 
funds would in no degree satisfy the words of the Act. Indeed, Lord Grey will perceive by 
our Report of yesterday’s date, to which we have already referred, that we doubt whether it 
may not have a precisely contrary effect. 

We have, &c., 

Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) T. W. C. JVIurdoch. 

&c. &c. Frederic Rogers. 



(No. 135.) No. 12. 

Copy of a DESPATCH* from Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy. 
Sir, Downing-street, August 2, 1848. 

I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information, the enclosed 
copies of a correspondence with Lord Ashley, and of the instructions founded 
thereon, to the Commissioners of Emigration, respecting a proposal for sending 
out to the Australian Colonies a certain number of young persons, selected for 
merit, from the institutions called Ragged Schools, upon condition that no more 
than 10Z. a head is to he paid for them from the Colonial Funds available for 
the encouragement of immigration, and that all the remaining expenses of their 
removal including the value of the cost of passage, and also the various pre- 
liminary expenses in this country, are to be defrayed from other sources. 

From the manner in which these emigrants are to be selected it may be 
hoped that they will prove useful to the colony. They will be chosen on 
account of having displayed merit, they will have their whole working lives 
before them, and they will not be accompanied, as married emigrants often are, 
by connexions too young to be useful for several years to come. On the other 
hand, it is hoped that this country will gain by the encouragement which will 
be afforded to diligence and good conduct at these schools if they be rewarded 
by granting a passage to Australia. 

This plan will constitute a new attempt to bring into operation that joint con- 
tribution from the colony and from this country, which has been so strongly 
urged upon the Government both by Committees of the Legislature in New 
South Wales, by friends of the colony in this country, and by those engaged in 
public affairs who take an interest in the subject of emigration. So long as the 
Land Revenue defrayed the whole cost of passage, the Government were able 
to stipulate on behalf of the colonies for taking only the most eligible emi- 
grants whom it was possible to procure, but no payment could on those terms 
be expected from parties in England in order to facilitate the conveyance of 
those persons for whose removal there was no adequate motive. When, on the 
other hand, the colonial authorities and the friends of the colonies in this 
country seek for a material contribution from private sources, it will obviously 
be necessary to make some relaxation in the rules regarding the selection of 
emigrants, as otherwise the inducement held out for the proposed contributions 
would be wanting. One plan has the advantage of giving the colony the 
entirely free choice of emigrants without any interference whatever ; the other 
has the advantage of economy, and of enabling the same amount of colonial 
funds to introduce an additional number of people. But we must be prepared 
to find that neither of the two plans will comprise all the advantages of both 
and not to complain if, in seeking the benefits of the one it should appear that 
more or less we have been obliged to relinquish the benefits belonging to the 
other. 

Sir C. A. FitzRoy 
&c. &c. 



I have, &c., 

(Signed) GREY. 



Enclosure 1 in No. 12. 

My Lord, Downing-street, July 24, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have given their best 
attention to the important question, which was brought under the notice of the House of Com- 
mons, by your Lordship, on the 6th ultimo. 

Her Majesty’s Government are fully aware of the large numbers of children who- throughout 
the principal towns of this country, and especially in the metropolis, are living as your Lord* 



* Similar Despatch to the Governor of South Australia, No. 34, 2nd August. 
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ship has descrihed, without education, without any regular or legitimate means of subsistence, NE wauS™ 

and apparently without any prospect of improvement, nor can any doubt be entertained that It _ 

is to a mat extent from this class that the criminal population of the country is recruited, we 

accordmely recognize the importance of any well considered scheme, which should hold out a 

prospect of diminishing this class, by bringing those who compose it under the influence of a 

system of training, and of .education which may fit them to become, hereafter, useful members 

of society; either at home or in the British colonies. 

With this view your Lordship has proposed that a part of the children now attending the 
institutions called the Ragged Schools which have been established in the metropolis, and in 
some other places, should be enabled to emigrate. , , f ,. 

This is suggested (if I ha h rightly understood your Lordship), less for the sake of the 
direct beneflt to the individuals thus enabled to emigrate, than for the purpose of exercising a 
useful influence over the whole class from whom whom they are selected. 

It is alleged that the children who attend those schools, and who are usually gifted with a . 
great desir/and aptitude for learning, are nevertheless sensible of the difficulty of obtaining 
honest and regular employment in this country, and. consequently feel a strong desire to emi- 
grate t.o the British colonies, where their labour would be in far greater demand. 

B Hence it is anticipated that it would increase both the number of children that come 
to these schools, and the advantage with which they do so, if the privilege of a free passage 
to these colonies. were offered as a reward to a limited number of those whose attendance at 
these schools should be the most regular, and them conduct the best 

Kept strictly, within these limits, I agree with your Lordship m thinking that the proposed 
course of proceeding might be attended with advantage, but there are evident reasons why the 
privilege of a free plssafe could not with safety be held out to a greater extent than as a prize 
to a small number of the most deserving and regular of the children who come to the Ragged 
Schools For the benefit is one which in reality would be most acceptable to vast multitudes 
of honest parents of children, for whoni they can find no certain or adequate provision m this 
country, and to look to emigration on a large scale, as a means of entirely removing the class 
of children who are neglected, would be to hold out a direct stimulus to parents 0 ceat off 
their children, in order to secure for them this great boon. It is only whilst the ndul„ence 
is confined in its character to that of a prize conferred upon comparatively few children, that _ 

^Considerations of a similar nature appeared to Her Majesty’s Government, to ijiow that 
the measure is not one which could with propriety be made the subject ot an annual application 
to Parliament for a grant out. of public funds. The Ragged Schools, as your 
have hitherto been entirely supported by the private subscnptions of benevolent individuate, 
and while the advantage of a'gratuitous education is not extended to the children of the work- 
ing classes generally, it is absolutely necessary that the single exception ° » «“£ 

shdtdd not be made in favour of those parents who throw aside their AlUren. Wt that the 
schools provided for therri should preserve their present character of charitable institutions 
maintained exclusively by voluntary contribution. The same reasons are applicable against 
asking for a grant of public money from year to year, for the benefit of this particular class of 
children, as distinguished from those’ who are better taken care of by their parents. 

The opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, is that for the future, the finding of 
means to remove to the colonies the most, meritorious of the children attending the Ragged 
Schools must depend on the same voluntary sources as the other provision for those instt- , 
tutions. But understanding from your Lordship that probably ah inconvenient delay wordd 
attend any attempt immediately to raise funds for the purpose by subscription, and that the 
object could be more easily accomplished after some examples of a successful emigration of 
the children, the Government is unwilling not to offer some ajd’towards commencing the 

X The following are the conditions under which it appears to me that it would be necessary- 

to pkce^thi ^ canc [ idates f or t hi g emigration should be selected by your Lordship, or by such ’ 
other benevolent gentlemen as might be associated with your Lordship, sutyect, 
approval by the Land and Emigration Commissioners, who are best acquainted with the wants 
the colony in this respect, and who would be directed to institute a very strict examination, 
both as to the physical and moral fitness of the candidates for emigration recommended to 

2. That they should be selected from each of the principal Bagged Schools in a definite 

proportion to the average attendance at the school. . 

3 F That none should be selected under 14 years of age, and who have not acquired a . 
knowledge of reading and writing, and received some industrial training, or who ate not ot 
average capacity and promise. . , . _ . _ 

4. Thit none should be selected who bad at any time been convicted of offences showing 

great depravity or natural violence of disposition. , . , ■ , 

5. That emigration should be held out as the reward of supenor industry and attention, • 
and consequently that steps should be taken to ensure the selection of the most deserving . 

^Australia is the field to which, very judiciously m my opinion, yonr Lordship has looked 
for the settlement of the children. The whole cost of removing these juvenile emigrants might _ 
be estimated at about 147. for the sea passage, and 57. forontfit, bedding, &c., or UL m all . 

Now it would not be fair towards the colonies that the whole expense of the sea passage .shcjild ^ 
fall upon them, because experience shows that they can obtain on these te n ^ 

emigrants of a kind more valuable for their objects.’ But if it were agreed that. the price 
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charged to them should be 10?., and that the whole remaining cost should be furnished from 
other sources, such an arrangement would seem advantageous to the colonies, because it would 
supply them, at an expense considerably below what they ordinarily pay, with a body of 
persons, who, though not yet of an age to be regarded as efficient labourers would still, from 
the time of their arrival be highly useful, and would yearly become more so. Considering that 
they would be unaccompanied by children of tender age, and that as be.ng all young they 
would have the whole of their working lives before them, the colonies would probably thus 
obtain a larger return of available labour for a given expenditure than by any other 

Proceeding then on the assumption that for the present 10Z. a-head may be taken for the 
purpose from the Colonial Land Revenues, the Government will be inclined to consider 
whether it can make good out of any funds which may be placed at its disposal by Parlia- 
ment, the moderate additional sum necessary in order to send out a number of children not 
exceeding 150 in the course of this year. , 

In future years the plan, if it be found successful, can be carried on in like manner, by a 
contribution from private sources of the sums requisite beyond the payment which it may 
appear from time to time reasonable to take from the colonial funds. 1 

The first step, however, must be to learn whether your Lordship is prepared to proceed with 
the scheme, on the understanding expressed in the present letter, and I sha.ll be happy to 
receive from you a communication on the subject, after which no time will be lost in adopting 

a final decision. T , „ 

I have, &c. 



The Lord Ashley, 
&c. See. 



(Signed) 



Enel. 2 in No. 12. Enclosure 2 in No. 12. 

My Lord, July 24, 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from your Lordship, in which 
you state that Her Majesty's Government have given their best attention to the question which 
I brought under the notice of the House of Commons on the 6th ultimo. 

I am much gratified by hearing that Her Majesty’s Government recognize the importance of 
the subject; and that they are prepared to concede, in some measure, the prayer of my 

Pr< Youf Lordship is quite correct in assuming, as a justifiable ground of interference, the col- 
lateral benefit to the neighbourhood, no less than the direct benefit to the young persons, in 
these colonial appointments, as the reward of good conduct. Such a course will greatly tend 
to multiply the number of schools, and of those who attend them. Their diligence and regu- 
larity, too, will be increased, when they find that, without certificates to that effect, they will 
not be able to attain the object they so much desire. 

I am not prepared to deny that various objections may be urged, though I cannot think with 
much show of reason, against the continued application of public funds to this purpose. But I 
do not apprehend the result, which your Lordship has stated, that parents would be induced 
« to cast off their children in order to secure for them this great boon.” If our intentions were 
to pick up the children as thev run naked and starving through the streets, and transplant them 
at once to another land, the argument might be valid, but our views are far different, we wish 
to insist on their attendance at school ; to acquire a knowledge of reading, writing, and arith- 
metic ; and acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures ; and a certificate of good conduct, as 
a preliminary to their becoming candidates for this participation in the public bounty. Now 
during this period of probation, they must be maintained, either by their parents, or by them- 
selves ; if, by their parents, your Lordship’s objection will be met ; if, by themselves, your 
Lordship will, I am sure, allow that such an effort on the part of an honest and diligent child 
would more than cover the delinquency of its parents. 

I am grieved that your Lordship should consider it inexpedient to make this measure the 
subject of an annual application to Parliament. Were it an ordinary case, I should have no 
difficulty in concurring with your Lordship ; but the case is peculiar, and seems to require 
peculiar remedies. It is an error to ascribe all the mischief to the neglect of the parents ; 
many of them, no doubt, are guilty; but many are pressed down by adverse circumstances to 
such a degree, a3 to be totally incapable of making any provision for the care of their chil- 
dren ; and I must also observe that a large propordon of those who constitute this class have 
• lost either one or both their parents. It is true that the exception of a public grant for the 
purpose in view would be made in favour of this single class ; but then your Lordship will 
recollect that this class is, by the misery of its position, shut out from the ordinary places of 
education in this metropolis, and from all participation in the Parliamentary bounty so freely 
bestowed on the National, and British and Foreign Schools. The state of things in this 
metropolis cannot be permitted to remain asiti3; some new system must be tried, either of 
hope or fear ; and I venture to think that it would be as safe to ask Parliament for the means 
of inviting, as of punishing these outcasts of society. 

I am, nevertheless, prepared to accept the offer made, by Her Majesty’s Government, of 
contributing the sum necessary for the institution of a first and single experiment ; and I 
entirely acquiesce in the conditions under which your Lordship has deemed it right to place 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 



115 



t n i ... . that a larger number than 150 had been admitted 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) Ashler. 

&c. &c. __ 

Enclosure 3 in No. 12. 

>$ Downing-street, August 1, 1848, 

MIL Th' A y E the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter of the 2 art Onstant. Jam 
very happy to find that your Lordship “ “ JheTourse of a year upon the 

children iron, the Ragged Schools^ th ^ he Emi „ ra tion Commissioners to attend to any 
wh^yon % have 

care, on the one hand, to afford every more particularly 

ether hand, to provide those securities, > , ■ of candidates, fit and proper, in all 

falls to their share to supply, for securi 1 Lordship will afford them 

respects, to he accepted as emigrants. I have no doubt tha yo P ^ 

“^S^rSS^atLine sho^d occ^ in Older that the 
success of this interesting experiment may, as far as possible, be ensured. ^ 

_ . 4 (Signed) Grey. 

The Lord Ashley, v 6 

&c. &c. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 12. 

Downing-street., August 2, 1848. 

Gentle MEW, transmit to you, for your information and guidance, 

at the disposal of Government for the “^Tshould he continued without 

object, hut, ou the other hand, providing that securi^ , j f r the children 

particularly falls to your share to furnish for the mo raljnd physical J a fi[ ^ of 
who are recommended, and especially pay g unfortunate class have 

treiX wou^rt" that yo^ should tnake arrangements for having someeffeient 
and trustworthy medical examination. ^ am 

The Colonial Land and Emigration (Signed) H. Mekivale. 

Commissioners. 
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SCHEDULE. 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



FROM THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 





Nnmber 


Number 

of 

Despafcli 


Date. 


SUBJECT. 


Page. 






1 


51 


1847 
10 May . 


Requests further Expenditure on Emigration , . 

(For Answer, vide p. 160.) 


119 






2 j 


6S 


6 July . 


Memorial for more rapid Emigration .... 
(For Answer, vide p. 159.) 


122 






3 


69 


8 July . 


Emigration Returns to 30th June, 1847. Question 
of Cooly Immigration. 

(For Answer, vide p. 159.) 


124 






4 


72 


12 July . 


Sale of Crown Lands, Result of . . , . . 

(For Answer, vide p. 1 59.) 


129 






5 


94 


30 August 


Sale of Crown Lands, Result of ..... . 


130 






6 


117 


8 October 


Emigration Returns to 30th September .... 
(For Answer, vide p. 162.) 


131 






7 


124 


30 October 


Speedy Passages by Emigrant Vessels .... 


135 






8 


128 


6 Nov. . 


Sale of Crown Lands 


136 






9 

10 


151 

1 


21 Dec. . 

1848 
1 Jan. . 


Emigration; urges more speedy employment of 
Funds for. 

Result of Sale of Crown Lands 


138 

138 






11 


2 


8 Jan. . 


Remittances from Settlers for the Emigration of 
their Relatives. 

(For Answer, vide p. 163.) 


139 






12 


4 


14 Jan. . 


Reported Stoppage of Emigration 

(For Answer, vide p. 164.) 


143 






13 ! 


6 


16 Jan. , 


Revenue and Expenditure, and Reasons for continued 
Emigration. 

(For Answer, vide p. 164.) 


145 






14 


8 


21 Jan. . 


Strongly urges that Emigration should not be stopped 
(For Answer, vide p. 164.) 


150 
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Despatches from the Lieutenant-Governor. 



14th April, 1847. 



(No. 51.) No. 1. N “ '- 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Gkey. S' 28 ’ 

Adelaide, South Australia, 

May 10, 1847. 

My Lord, ( Received Nov. 24, 1847.) 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a statement of the result of an 
auction sale of waste lands of the Crown in this province, held on the 14th ult., . 
whereby 46521. 8s. have been added to the Land Fund. 

All the sections offered on that occasion were put up on special applications from 
settlers, and none of them were known to contain metallic minerals. The average 
price realised was about 1/. 3s. Id. per acre. 

By the Treasurer’s abstract statement for the quarter ending March 31, 184/, 
already transmitted, ’the gross proceeds of the land Sales to that date, received in 
the province, are stated to have been 144,417/. 0$. 8 d :i to which must be added the 
sums received by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners in England, 

21,2001, as ascertained by their land certificates exercised, making in all 

16 In my Despatch, dated 7th October last. No. 122, I solicited authority for the 
expenditure on emigration, by the Commissioners, to the amount, with the sums October, Ao. 122, vide 
previously applied for, of 125,0001. I would now beg that authority may be “ 



^leviuuaiy upjjiitu. ivr, u*. - o _ , - • r emigration to a us- 

conveyed to them, as. the funds may be required, for expending a further sum qi traha, presented by 
35,000 /. in the like manner, making in all 160,000/.,. or nearly the entire sum at p °^ n 
the disposal of the Crown, in addition to the half appropriated by Parliament, Zar*, 1847-8, No. 19 
And 1 would suggest that advantage might betaken of this occmiod tfot -satisfying, ^ Home of Com- 
out of moneys thus at thq disposal of the Crown, the debt of 56,74 61. 14s. 8 d. to nions> No _ 50 (2 ;, 
the Emigration Fund, adverted to in the 19th Resolution of Sir George Greys p- ee. 

Select Committee of the House of Commons, that sat in 1841, and in respect to 
which amount claims have been made from time to time, to the Colonial Depart- 
ment. , 

In order to point out to your Lordship more clearly my views in regard to the No. 2 - 
provision of funds necessary for this outlay, I enclose herewith an estimate of the 
Land Fund, as it stood at the close of the last quarter, showing the amount appro- 
priated by Parliament, including the 56,000/., and the amount still at Her 
Majesty’s disposal, after repayment of that sum, in the event of the sanction of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury being obtained to it. 

As by the Acts of Parliament relating to this Colony prior to that of 5th and 
6th Victoria, c. 36, the gross proceeds of land sales were to be applied, without 
deduction, to the purposes of emigration, I have added to the estimated fund the 
amount of Land Fund balance recovered from the South Australian Banking 
Company (10,258/. 9s. 9c/.), divided into the balances actually repaid to the 
Colonial Agent-General, and. that written off from that amount in satisfaction of 
their outstanding claims against the revenues of -the province. 

The sum so written off (4688/. 9s. 4c/.) falls properly under the class of debts 
for which debentures were issued in the colony, all of which have now been 
paid off. _ . . , p 

The enclosed estimate shows (in round numbers), a net Emigration runa ot 

145,000/. appropriated by Parliament, and a net balance of 15,000/. still at the 
disposal of the Crown, forming together the 160,000/. for the expenditure of which 
by the Emigration Commissioners, I now solicit authority. 

The estimate shows also how much of the required funds have already been 
remitted to England, or retained by the Commissioners there ; how much have 
still to be provided, and the division of that provision between the ordinary local 
revenues and the moiety of the Land Fund at the disposal of the Crown. 

On the 20th of August last, with my Despatch, No. 98, I had the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship’s predecessor in office, a statement, by the Auditor-Ge- 
neral, of all sums which up to that time had been remitted through the Commis- No^ 

sariat chest, showing-a balance of 20,300/. to be paid from Her Majesty s Treasury 5 -h May, 1847 . 
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to the Emigration Fond. I now enclose a further statement of the sums subse- 
quently remitted, whereby the balance now due appears to be 74,300k So that 
the Commissioners will possess ample funds for carrying on the emigration with 
spirit ; and it will be my purpose to keep them well supplied, because they appear 
to obtain better terms for their shipments when the freight or passage money is paid 
in England. , , , , , . , 

The immigrants per “Theresa,” just- arrived, all left the ship under engage- 
ments immediately on her arrival. 

I have, &c., 

To (he Right Hon. Earl Grey, F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 1. 



Statement of Sale of Crown Lands, South Australia, April 14, 1847. 



Number 
. of 

Section. 


of 


Locality. 


Purchaser. | 


p,i “- 


2656 


79 


An gas Survey . . . 


Henry Goldfinch . ... 


£. j. d. 
79 1 O 




80 




Michael Martin 






80 




George Lovelock 










Edward Harris 






75 


Smith and Thompson 


75 1 0 








Charles S. Hare 






80 


. 


Smith and Thompson 


100 0 0 








. . 


79 1 0 


m 


8L 


, . ... 


George Morphett, Agent for So- 


140 0 0 


777 


80 




cictv for Propagation of Gospel 
in Foreign Parts. 

A. F. Lloyd .... 


80 O 0 




80 


. 


, , . . ... 










John Coles .... 




471 


75 


. 


John Wauchope 


80 5 0 




20 




William Smith 






SO 


Gawler Plains 


William Allen 


80 0 0 




80 


District B 


Thomas Tapley 






80 


Gawler Plains .... 


William Allen 


80 0 0 


5665 


42 


Sources of the .Little Para 


George Logan 


42 1 O 




19 




Thomas M'Kay 






36 


. 


Ryan Johnson and Counsel , 


36 O 0 




44 


, , South Para 


Richard Blackliam . 


44 1 O 




61 


, , Little Para 


Adam Robertson 


61 1 0 


2168 


92 


, , 


John Byers 


92 1 O 




82 


North of the Dry Creek - 


Thomas Plunkett 


90 10 O 




59 


South , , 


John Bowman 


81 0 O 




80 


Para Plains 


Jeremiah Watts 


100 0 0 




80 




John Winzor . 


80 1 O 


2266 


80 


... 


James Gaywood 


80 1 O 


2267 


87 




, , . 


87 l 0 


2268 


80 


. 


John Fidge 


80 1 O 




24 


Western Sources of the Torren 


Alfred Hoad . 


26 0 O 


fa032 


82 


Sources of the Onkaparinga 


South Australian Company 


82 1 0 


5034 


81 


, , , , 


81 1 0 


5141 


22 




John Johnson . 


30 11 0 


5225 


80 


> > 


Henrv Appleton 


80 1 0 


5282 


81 


, , Bremer . 


John Hillman 


81 1 0 


5283 


96 


- j , , 


, , . 


100 4 O 


5284 


81 




William Smillie 


87 0 0 


5285 


80 




, , . . 


80 1 O 


5286 


73 




, , . . 


73 1 0 


5289 


97 


Near Village of Houghton 


» » • • 


97 1 O 


5657 


61 


George Morphett 


61 1 0 


4480 


83 


Near Mount Barker, TrigL Stat 


Allan Bell 


100 0 0 




80 


John Frame . 


80 1 0 


4482 


81 




Timothy Murphy . 


97 10 0 


4484 


90 




John Lang 


111 0 O 


4485 


89 




John Hall 


130 10 O 


4488 


81 


. 


John B. Shepherdson 


83 10 0 


4491 


44 




44 1 0 


1 


99 


Alfred Weaver and John Hart 


99 0 0 


2 


101 




John Grainger 


101 0 O 


1120 


120 


Brownhill Creek 


120 0 0 


1121 


50 




Samuel Gillard 


72 0 O 


1122 


121 


. 


> » . 


121 0 O 


359 


so 


North of the City of Adelaide 


Richard Spottiswode 


102 1 O 
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Statement of Sale of Crown Lands — continued. 



Number 

of 

Sections. 


Number 

of 


• ■ Locality. 


Locality. 


Price. 


180 


35 


Near Township of Port Lincoln 


J. S. Browne 


£. s. d. 
35 15 0 


181 


11 


Matthew Smith 


14 0 0 


182 


24 


- , 


... 


24 0 0 


183 


12 


* »'> ’ , , * 


,, ... 


12 0 0 


184 


13 




, , ... 


20 0 0 


185 


11 


■ , , 


John Knott .... 


11 0 0 


55 


83 


Gawler Town . 


E. M. Bagot .... 


83 1 0 


56 


80 


,, .... 


80 1 0 








Total . £ 


4652 6 0 



(Signed) Charles Stort, Colonial Treasurer. 

(A true Copy.) 

B. T. Finniss, Acting Colonial Treasurer. 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



No. 2. 

Estimate of the Land Fund, South Australia. 



Gross proceeds of Land Sales, under Act 5 and 6 Vic. c. 36, received in the Pro- £. s. d. 

vince, to 31st March, 1847 ......... 144,417 0 8 

Sums received Lv the Emigration Commissioners in England, as shown by Land 

Certificates exercised .......... 21,200 0 0 



Total Proceeds . . . 165,617 0 8 



Appropriated. 



Half appropriated to Emigration by the Act of Parliament .... 82,808 10 4 

Sums due to Emigration under former Acts of Parliament, when the entire 
Proceeds of Land Sales were so appropriated, viz. : — 

Amount paid to Mr. Barnard by South Australian Bank, on adjustment of 

their outstanding claims ........ 5,570 0 0 

Amount due from Revenue Fund, being sums written off from South Aus- 
tralian Bank debt, on adjustment of their claims (difference of 
10,258Z. 9*. 9rZ., and amouut paid) ...... 4,688 9 4 

Debt due to Emigration Fund, as per Report of Sir George Grey’s Com- 
mittee of House of Commons in 1841, Resolution No. 19 . . . 56,746 14 8 



Total appropriated to Emigration . 
Deduct Disbursements in the Colony, on Emigration, exclusive of 
remittances through, and repayments to, the Commissariat Chest 
Net Emigration Fund. 



149,813 14 4 

5,167 19 8 
144,645 14 8 



How 'Derived. 



Remitted to England through the Commissariat Chest . 
Repayment to the Commissariat Chest of a sum advanced 
by the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Emigration 
Commissioners, to be accounted for by them 
Advance on account of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
for central Australian Expedition .... 
Ditto by payments for Arms, &c., supplied, New Zealand . 
Received in England by Emigration Commissioners, for 
Land Sales, as per Certificates exercised 
Received in England by Colonial- Agent General from Bank 
of South Australia ....... 

Total already provided . 



£. s. d. 
76,300 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

916 2 6 
609 1 8 

21,200 0 0 

5,570 0 0 



Balance to be provided .... 
Of which, from the ordinary Revenues of the Province, on account of Outstanding 
Debts ............ 



And from the unappropriated Moiety of the Land Revenue 
To meet which, that Fund lias in the vault, and Treasurer’s hands . 



105,595 


4 


2 


39,050 10 


6 


4,688 


■9 


4 


34,362 


1 


2 


49,322 


I 


8 



Leaving a Balance at the disposal of the Crown, after payment of the 

56,746Z 14s. 8d., of 14,960 0 6 
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Unappropriated. 



Unappropriated Moiety at the disposal of the Crown 
Add Licenses, and Rents of Crown Lands 



Total unappropriated . 



Deduct Disbursements in tie Colon, on account of Survey end Management of 
Cr° wn >»■>»• "” d Br ' d » es * “ d disposal '• ' 

Proposed payment to the Emigration Fund . 



£. s. d. 
82,808 10 4 
1,094 12 4 

83,903 2 8 



12,196 12 6 
11,706 15 2 
56,746 14 8 



Net disposable Balance as before . l4 > 960 



Audit Office, Adelaide, South Australia, 
5th May, 1847. 



W. H. Maturin, Aud.-General. 



No. 3. 



Statement ot all sums wmcn nave veeu .u i.i.„ t n „.i . 

Colonial Treasury of South Australia, to cover advances made, or to be made, by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Colonial Land ami Emigration Commis- 
sioners for account of South Australia; showing also the amount of Advances so made up 
date of the latest advices received in the Colony. 



Balance to he paid by the Lords of the Treasury to Account of South Australia, 
brought forward from Statement dated 17th August, 1846 .... 



£ s. d. 

20,300 0 0 



Sums since paid from the Treasury to the Commissariat Department, under au- 
thority of the Governor’s warrant : — 



Reported. 

No. 133, 20th Oct. 1846 
No. 7, 21st Jan. 1847 
No. 15, 4ih Feb. 1847 
No. 37, 25th Mar. 1847 



No. 109, dated 20th October, 1846 . 

No. 5, „ 21st January, 1847 . 

No. 15, „ 4th February, 1847 . 

No. 27, „ 18th March, 1847 . 



20,000 0 0 
15,000 0 0 
15,000 0 0 
4,000 0 0 



Total to be paid by the Lords of the Treasury 
on account of South Australia . 



14,300* 0 .0 



Amounting to 74,300 pounds sterling. 

Audit Office, Adelaide, South Australia, W. H. Matdrin, Aud.-General. 

5th May, 1847. 



* Statement No.- 2 shows that 77,3002. has been paid in all to the Commissariat. The cause of the 
difference (30002.) will be seen on reference to the statement of 17th August, 1846. 



(No. 68.) No. 2. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, July 6, 1847- 
My Lord ( 'Received December 13, 1847.) 

At the request of a number of gentlemen, proprietors of land in this 
province, I have the honour to forward a memorial addressed to your Lordship, 
the object of which is to obtain immigrants from the United Kingdom more 
speedily than under the arrangements hitherto in force. The memorial is accom- 
panied by a packet of printed handbills, which the memorialists propose for 
adoption by the Colonial Land and Emigration ' Commissioners, one of which bills 
I enclose herewith, the rest are put up separately with the memorial. 

The memorial hears no date ;• I have only just now received it, although I am 
aware that it has been for some time in the course of preparation and signature ; 
during which period there have arrived at Port Adelaide two emigrant vessels, 
the “Trafalgar” and “La Belle Alliance,” bringing accounts of others taken up 
for the like service. ' . 

I mention this not as desiring in any way to offer any recommendation opposed 
to the views of memorialists, as" I concur in the expediency of active immigration, 
hut I think it probable, that -if the intelligence brought by the late arrivals had 
been earlier known in the colony, the memorial would not have been thought 
necessary. 

Your Lordship will, however, I am sure, receive the memorial with every desire 
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to meet the views of those by whom it is addressed ; and will deem it an useful auItrTli a. 

document, as affording an exposition of the wishes of the most influential landed ’ 1_ 

proprietors in the colony. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut-Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 2. Enel. 1 in No. 2. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Grey, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

The Memorial of the Undersigned Landed Proprietors of South Australia. 

Respectfully Showeth, 

That your memorialists, in common with many others persons, have, since the passing 
of the Act of the Imperial Parliament, 5 and 6 Viet. cap. 36, known as “ the Waste Lands Act of 
the Australian Colonies,” expended about 160,000?. in the purchase of lands in the province of 
South Australia, with the expectation that at least half that, amount would be speedily applied 
as provided for in the before-named Act, in sending to the province a supply of useful and 
efficient labourers. 

That within the above period, six vessels bringing free emigrants have arrived in the 
province, with a total number of 1133 persons, of which only 405 are men, and amongst these 
a portion of whom are from age, infirmity, or their previous habits and mode of life unfit for 
active manual employment. This number is wholly inadequate to the pressing want of the 
colony. 

Your memorialists beg respectfully to state, that most of the lands which have been 
purchased, are at present, and will continue to a considerable extent, valueless to the owners 
and to the colony, without a large supply of able-bodied labourers to work the minerals and 
other products from which returns may be expected. And your memorialists will further 
remark, that, although a due proportion of females should accompany free emigrants, couples 
who have been long married, and who have numerous families, are not so well suited for free 
emigration to this colony. 

Your memorialists would humbly suggest, that the description of persons best suited for this 
colony, will be found among country labourers, farm and domestic servants of both sexes, 
including miners and shepherds, with some artificers, and that the existing regulations, as 
regards. age and qualification, should be strictly attended to. 

It has been reported to your memorialists, that difficulty has been experienced in procuring 
suitable, persons for free emigration to this province. They believe that this difficulty arises 
from the fact, that hitherto all the emigrant vessels have been despatched from the ports of 
London and Plymouth, and the great expenses attendant upon going to these ports for em- 
barkation, prevent many persons from other parts of the kingdom offering themselves for 
emigration. 

Your memorialists are informed by their private correspondents, that there are many 
persons of the description best suited for the colony to be met with in many parts of England, 

Scotland, and Ireland, who are very anxious to procure the advantage of a passage to this 
province, and begs respectfully to point out the advantages to be derived from despatching 
vessels from various other ports, such as, Liverpool, Bristol, Leith, Glasgow, Dundee, Dublin, 

Cork, Limerick, Londonderry, Belfast, &c., all of which afford great facilities for emigration. 

Your memorialists take leave to forward to the Colonial Office a form of handbill for 
distribution by emigration agents, which they believe may be useful, as it sets forth in plain 
terms the circumstances of this province, with the advantages which it affords to persons 
of the working classes, and as they pledge themselves for the truth of the statements it contains, 
they may be relied orf with confidence by intending emigrants. 

T. O’Halloran, J P.. M.L.C. George Anstay, J.P. 

Geo. C. Hawker, J.P. J. B. Neales. 

Samuel Davenport, J.P., M.L.E. C. J. Campbell, J.P. 

Edwd. Stirling, J.P. Fred. Bayne. 

C. H. Bagot, J.P., M.L.C. Edwd. Stephens, J.P. 

John Baker, J.P. E. Montefiore. 

R. Newland, J.P., M.L.C. Edmund Trimmer, J.P. 

Henry Jones, J.P. Alfred Capper. 

J. H. Fisher, J.P. H. Watts, J.P. 

J. Rankine, J.P. S. B. Strangways, J.P. 

F. H. Dutton, J.P. 

And 221 other signatures. 
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SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 

Enel. 2 in No. 2. 



No. 3. 
Answered Jan. 24, 
1848, page 159. 



Immigration. 



Quarter ended, 
30th June, 1847. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 

Emigration to the Free British Colony of South Australia. 

The labourin'; population of this and the neigbouring counties is hereby informed that a 
ship, carrying free emigrants to the flourishing colony of South Australia, will be dispatched 

fr °Th 'e ' Swill be of the first class, selected under the superintendence of Her Majesty’s 
Colonization Commissioners for Land and Emigration, and will carry an experienced surgeon. 

The vovage to South Australia is usually performed in 100 days ; and at all seasons of the 
vear it has been found safe and pleasant. Upwards of 500 vessels of all sizes have made the 
passage to South Australia during the last ten years without one. shipwreck or serious disaster. 
A free passage, with ample food, will he given to carpenters, wheelwrights, blacksmiths, 
miners, shepherds, farm-labourer, and domestic servants of both sexes, provided the persons 
applying come within the regulations here prescribed : — 

1. Men not to exceed 30 years of age, and to be of sound health. 

2. To produce certificates of good conduct and character. , 

3. A preference will be given to married men with young wives, not having more than two 

° The advantages offered to free emigrants to this prosperous colony are great and manifold: 
l Climate of the finest and most healthy description. Abundance of provisions and fruits 
of every kind. Means of religious instruction gradually increasing. No convicts, and con- 
sequent security to person and property. , 

2. A most productive soil, with plenty of land obtainable on reasonable terms. 

3. An abundant supply of sheep and cattle at low prices. . ... ,, 

4. A scarcity of labourers for working the rich mines, with which it abounds, as well tor ali 
other works of the colony, and the high prices given for labour in all its branches, viz. 

Carpenters, masons, and smiths, 6s. to 7s. 6 d. per day. n . 

Miners,, on tutwork, about 30s. per week ; or, on tribute on the rich lodes, commonly tound 

in the mines of this province, much higher wages are earned. ... 

Labourers, when they feed themselves, 21s. to 30s. per week ; ditto, when found m provi- 
sions, 12s. to I5s. per week. 

Household servants, males, 25Z. to 307. per annum. 

Female servants (in great demand), 15?. to 207. per annum; cooks, -07. to 307. per 
annum. 

Shepherds (with rations found them), 257. to 307. „ 

The weekly rations consists of— 10 lbs. fresh meat, 10 lbs. first flour, 3 lbs. sugar, quarter lb. 
tea, with salt, fuel, and lodging. _ _ .. „ , , 

The usual prices of provisions are — meat (beef and mutton), 3d. per lb. ; flour, per bag ot 
200 lbs., 20s. to 30s. ; tea, Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per lb. (if purchased by the chest, much 
cheaper) ; sugar, 3d. to 4d. per lb. 



(No. 69.) No. 3. 

Copt of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, July 8, 1847. 

My Lord, {Received December 13, 1847,) 

I have the honour to forward herewith the Returns, by the Colonial 
Secretary, of the immigration into this colony during the quarter ended the 30th 
June, 1847. . 

Since the close of the quarter, viz., on the 2nd July, two emigrant vessels 
arrived, the “ Trafalgar” and f< La Belle Alliance one of these vessels made 
the passage in 88 days, bringing London newspapers to the 2nd April inclusive. 
I am not, however, in possession of communications from the Colonial Department 
later than the 6th January, as the mails for South Australia are still sent via 
Sydney. I trust that the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, who pur- 
pose dispatching vessels, at' least, monthly, will cause sufficient notice to be given 
to the Post-Office department of the probable day of sailing of each ship, in order 
that mails may be made up for the colony. 

The arrangements for the comfort of the emigrants in the vessels lately arrived 
appear to have been excellent. The people themselves speak most favourably of 
their accommodation and treatment, especially those per “ Trafalgar.” Although 
the weather since their arrival has been uu propitious from rain, they are fast 
leaving the ships under engagements 1 with employers. 

A few weeks ago a deputation of gentlemen of the colony waited on me to learn 
my sentiments in regard to the importation of Coolies from India and China, the 
proposed place of shipment being Singapore, with which port we have a small 
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though growing trade, and from whence there have already arrived about a dozen Australia. 
Chinese men under engagement as shepherds, &c. _ 

I held out no encouragement to this mode of recruiting the colony, and, as re- 
garded an immigration of Indian Coolies, I stated that I would do all in my power 
to discourage it, because I considered the climate in the winter season not suited 
to the natives of India. The constitutions of natives of China are better suited to 
our climate; yet there are grave objections to them. The males alone emigrate ; 
their residence under engagement would be only transcient, requiring a renewal of 
the expense of their passage every three or four years : the original cost of their 
passage would be equal to that paid for emigrants from the United Kingdom; 
their earnings would be carried out of the colony to be expended in China ; they 
would not become consumers of British produce or manufactures to nearly the 
same amount as British emigrants ; and, in case of war, very little reliance could 
be placed upon a population of Chinese for the defence of a British possession. 

Moreover, the lamentable accounts of the distresses in our own country would 
surely point it out as the preferable source from whence to draw off a part of the 
redundant population. 

It was not proposed that any part of the Land Fund should be appliecHo immi- 
gration from Singapore, as that is wisely appropriated by law to importations from 
Great Britain ; but that in constructing a revised Masters’ and Servants’ Act, now 
under discussion in the Legislative Council, a clause might be introduced giving 
confirmation to contracts for service in South Australia when made at Singapore, 6 

or other places beyond the seas ; leaving it to the colonists who might desire the 
services of Chinese or other foreigners to import them at their own cost. 

The Masters’ and Servants’ Bill has not yet passed into law, though the clause 
relating to foreign contracts for service has been adopted in committee ; and it 
enacts that such contracts, as far as relates to future service, shall terminate ab- 
solutely at the end of 12 months from the date of the arrival of the servant, or at 
any earlier period upon reimbursement or tender of payment by the servant of ex- 
penses of his passage to the colony. The 12 months’ service being considered as 
sufficient to recompense the master, at the end of which period the servant will be 
free to take advantage of the state of the labour-market. 

As this limitation of contracts will render Cooly immigration unproductive as a 
private speculation, I am in hopes that it will render any further legislation on 
the subject quite unnecessary, especially since the Emigration Commissioners have 
ample funds, and seem well disposed to supply the colony with a class of labourers 
far preferable, in all respects, to any we are likely to procure from the ports in 
the Eastern Seas. 

I have, &c.. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 

&c. &c. 
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Enclosure in No. 3. 

No. l —A bstract of Quarterly Returns. 



Immigrants. 




A. M. Mundy, Colonial Secretary. 



No. 2. — Quarterly Return. 

Prices. 

Return showing the Average Retail Prices of Provisions and Clothing in the Colony of 
South Australia, in the Quarter ended the 30th June, 1847. 



Articles. 


Quantity. 


sr 


Bread . . . . . ■ 


per lb. 


0 1* 


Butter, fresh . 


, , 


1 6 


, , salt . . c 




1 4 


Blue ..... 




2 0 


Cheese ..... 




0 9 


Candles .... 




0 7 


Flour ..... 




0 l£ 


Lamp Oil ... 


per gallon 


3 0 


Meat (Beef and Mutton) . 


per lb. 


0 3i 


Oatmeal ..... 


, , 


0 6 


Pepper ..... 


,, 


0 8 


Potatoes ..... 




0 1 


Rice ..... 


, , 


0 2* 


Sugar ..... 


,, 


0 6* 


Salt 


, , 


0 1 


Soap ..... 


, , 


0 4 


Starch ..... 


, , 


0 8 


Tea 




2 6 


Tobacco ..... 


»> 


3 6 


Clothing. 






Blankets. .... 


per pair 


12 0 


Boots ..... 




15 0 


Bonnets ..... 


each 


4 6 


Calico ..... 


per yard 


0 5 


Caps (men’s) .... 


each 


2 6 


Duck Trowsers 


per pair 


5 0 


Flannel ..... 


per yard 


1 6 


Gown print .... 


per dress 


6 0 


Handkerchiefs .... 


each 


0 8 


Moleskin Coats and Trowsers 


, , 


16 0 


Straw Hats .... 




2 6 


Shirts ..... 




2 6 


Shoes (women’s) 


per pair 


6 0 


Shawls ..... 


each 


10 0 


Stockings (men’s) 


per pair 


3 0 


, , (women s) 


” 


1 4 
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No. 3. — Quarterly Return. south ’ 

AUSTRALIA. 



Wayes. 

Return showing the Average Wages of Mechanics and others in South Australia, for the 
Three Months ended 30th June, 1847. 





Trade or Calling. 


Average Wages 
per Diem, without 
Board or Lodging. 


Average 
Wages per 
Diem, with 
Board and 
Lodging. 


Average Wages 
per Annum, 
with Board and 
Lodging. 


Highest and Lowest 
rates per Diem, without 
Board or Lodging. 




Highest. 


Lowest. 




Blacksmiths 


7s. 6 d. 






8s. 


7 s. 






Bakers 




4s. 












Bricklavers 


8s. 






8s. 6 d. 


6 d. 






Brickmakers, per 1000 . 


£2 at the kiln 














Bullock Drivers . 


3s. 9 d. 






4s. 


3s. 6d. 






Butchers . 




4s. 2d. 












Carpenters . 


Is. 6 d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Cabinet-makers . 


7s. 6d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Carriage- makers . 


7s. 6 d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Coopers 


7s. 6 d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Domestic Servants 
















Males . 






£25 to £32 










Females 






£14 to £22 










Day Labourers . 


3s. 9 d. 






4s. 


3s. 6d. 






Farm Servants . 
















Married „ 






£40 to £50 










Single Men 






£39 










Masons 


7s. 6 d. 






8s. 


7 s. 






Millers 


6s. 






6s. 6tZ. 


5s. 6 d. 






Painters and Glaziers . 


6s. 6d. 






7s. 


6s. 






Plasterers . 


8s. 






8s. 6d. 


7s. 6 d. 






Sawvers, per 1000 feet . 


£4. 15s. 














Saddlers 


6s. 






6s. 6d. 


5s. 6 d. 






Shoemakers 


7s. 6 d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Shepherds . 




Is. 9rf. 












Shopmen . 






£50 to £100 










Tailors 


8 d. per hour 














Tanners 


5s. 






6s. 6d. 


3s. 6d. 






Wheelwrights 


7s. 6d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Miners . 


6s. 6 d. 






7s. 


6s. 





1. What is the expense of erecting 
a country dwelling suitable to an 
agricultural labourer ? 

2. What is the rent of a town lodg- 
ing suitable to a mechanic and his 
family ? 

3. What funds have been placed at 
your disposal during the past quarter, 
for the relief of immigrants ? 



4. Is there any fund in the Colony 
for the relief of destitute poor ? 

5. State the description of labour 
which is in request in the Colony ? 

6. Would the rate of immigration 
of the last quarter satisfy the existing 
demand for labour ? 



1. From 35Z. to 507. 



2. From 6s. to 8,5. per week. 



3. Persons in very destitute circumstances, either from ge- 
neral infirmity or ill health, who have no friends in the colony 
able to support them, receive relief from Government, by an is- 
sue of rations or medicines ; they have also, when necessary, 
admission into the hospital with the attendance of the Colonial 
surgeon. The expense of supporting them during the past 
quarter was 154/. 6s. lie/. 

4. 5001. has been voted for this service by the Legislative 
Council for the year 1847. 

5 and 6. 1 1 will be observed that only one immigrant ship 
has arrived in South Australia since my last Report; and the 
number of immigrants introduced into the colony during the 
present quarter ha3 not been sufficient to modify to any mate- 
rial extent the difficulties against which the Colonists have for 
some time past been contending, from the insufficiency of the 
labour market. The remarks made, in answer to these queries 
in my Report for the Quarter ended 31st of March last are, 
therefore, equally applicable to tbe present period. Although it 
cannot, perhaps, be affirmed that any very perceptible increase 
has taken place in the rate of wages, yet there can, I believe, 
be little doubt that it has an upward tendency, that the demand 
for labour is almost daily increasing, and that its scarcity is be- 
coming more generally embarrassing, especially to those who 
require the services of shepherds, or hut-keepers, and who re- 
side in the districts remote from Adelaide. I must therefore 
refrain from making any attempt to specify more particularly 
the description of labour which is most required. It may, 
however, be well to observe, that the prices now obtainable for 
agricultural produce, combined with the present very favour- 
able season, must tend to encourage a very considerable aug- 
mentation in the quantity of laud cultivated this year; 
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SOUTH consequently the demand for labourers to he employed in 

AUSTRALIA. securing the harvest will be proportionably urgent, and the dif- 

ficulty of obtaining their services will, if not to some extent 

provided against, be most discouraging to all engaged in farm- 
ing pursuits. Mechanics are still finding active employment, 
at very high wages ; but whilst the demand for men of that 
class is contingent upon circumstances more or less fluctuating 
and uncertain, governed by the rise and fall of the money- 
market, which in these young colonies is ever liable to very 
sudden and unexpected changes, the call for shepherds, hut-> 
keepers, and agricultural labourers, must continue to increase 
in proportion to the natural increase of our flocks and herds, 
and to the extension of agriculture, and no number of them 
which we are likely to receive, could possibly exceed the 
amount necessary to the advancement and continued pro- 
sperity of this province. Miners are also in great request; 
and I must again repeat my former solicitations in favour 
of a very considerable addition to our female population. 
Domestic servants of that sex, of respectability and industri- 
ous habits, cannot be introduced too plentifully to satisfy either 
the wants of present householders, of the increasing demand 
for their services, occasioned by the numerous changes which 
are continually occurring from a single to a married state, both 
among persons of their own class and among those of a higher 
' rank in life. There is, therefore, ample encouragement for 

such females to quit their native land for a country, distant 
though it be, where almost certain advantage awaits them ; for 
if high wages cannot operate as an inducement to them to emi- 
grate to this province, surely they may be tempted by the 
prospect of speedily forming matrimonial connexions, and of 
securing domestic happiness. 

*7. Could it be safely increased with 7. Looking to the large exports of grain we are so frequently 
reference to the supplies of food in the making to foreign markets, and taking intb consideration also 
Colony ? the annual increase of our flocks and herds, any scarcity in the 

supply of food could not, were the population of this colony to 
be at once increased to double its present number, be reason- 
ably apprehended. 

8. State any particulars relative to 8. Doubts having been entertained by some of the Surgeons- 
immigration, and the demand for Superintendent, as to the period at which their duties connect- 
labour which you think may be use- ed with the immigrants on board their respective vessels 
ful ? should finally cease, whether immediately upon their arrival in 

the colony or at the expiration of the 10 days in most cases al- 
lowed in the charter parties for the disembarkation of the 
passengers, I would beg to suggest, that, in future, it be dis- 
tinctly pointed out to them in the instructions which they re- 
ceive from the Land and Emigration Commissioners in 
England, that their responsibilities on board do not terminate 
until all the emigrants under their charge have landed. Such 
an understanding would appear to be indispensable, as well 
for the purpose of preserving discipline on board the vessels and 
of preventing irregularities in harbour, to which the immigrants 
would be more or less liable were all restraint to be totally and 
suddenly removed, as for enabling the surgeons superintendent 
to certify, from their own personal observation, that the require- 
ments of the charter party have, up to the last moment, been 
duly fulfilled. 

Frequent allusions having been made, in my previous re- 
turns, to the accession made to our labour market by arrivals 
from the sister colonies, it may here be well for me to state, for 
the information of the authorities in England, that the number 
received of late from those quarters, of the industrious class, at 
least, have considerably decreased. From Van Diemen’s Land 
emigration to this colony may perhaps be expected to continue 
to some extent, but owing to the scarcity of labour in New 
South Wales, in the Port Phillip district especially, and to the 
consequent rise in the rate of wages there, we can no longer 
, look forward to much assistance in the introduction of labourers 

from any other source than Great Britain. 

A. M. Mundy, Colonial Secretary. 
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(No. 72.) No - 4 ' 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Govemor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 

July 12, 1847. 

My Lord (Received December 13, 1847.) 

0 Herewith I have the honour to transmit a statement of the result of an 
auetion“crown lands held at Adelaide, on the ,2nd — at whrch 3029 

aurfioR 6 , on special^pplications, . for agricultural purposes, or for sheep or cattle 
St The'sales by private contract, of lands once offered for sale and not sold, have 

Cape, and lit Mauritius, has fortunately turned attention L front l the ,minmg specula- 
tion to agriculture, and many of those who have realized a few pounds bj raising 
ores, or fonveying them to' the place of shipment, have lately been investing then 

Sa tourl f S^ S wm d doubtless be glad to learn that tapjj of ^ppmg 
the special surveys is now being very generally acknowledged m the colony, 

though the measure was unpopular at the. time. -_,i aWnee of leei- 

Owing to the extensive sales of mineral lands last year, and the absence olhgi 
timate capital and sufficient labour for efficiently working the mines already ope , 

I W aEned almost wholly from selEhg lands town to »^met^ 

minerals. Some fewlots.have been put up for ^Ts^ces are raro and 
have afterwards been discovered to contain ores ; but the instances arerai ®’^ 
“ff™Us made by the Survey Department to discover and make known 
before sale every appearance or indication of metals m the ianas. 

Cop^ o™ hLTen found a few miles north of Port Lmcohi and more re- 
cenfly! in the north part of Yorke Peninsula, a country almo f‘ 
the colonists I visited, the latter locality lately, accompanied by Mr. ±Jurr, the 
Deputy Surveyor-General ; and, from the geological formation of that P°rhon of 
therorovince, I am led to anticipate the future discovery of rich minerals therein. 
Should such prove the case, the proprietors of mines on the peninsula will have 
great facilities of shipping the ores at very trifling cost. There now 
miners at work on the peninsula, upon a copper lode that crops out on the shore 
of'stT Vincent’s Gulph, between the high and low water marks, and which 
promises well, p haTe _ &c _ 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



No. 4. 

Answered Jan. 24 
1848, page 159. 
Land Sale. 
2nd July, 1847. 



The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&c. &c. 



E. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Govemor. 
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Enclosure in No. 4. 

Statement of Sale or Crown L anps, 2nd July, 1846. 

. 



No. of I No. of No. of 
Lot. I Section.] Acres. 



2178 2191 


81 


2183 : 


2191 


88 


2186 


2210 


80 


2181 


2220 


66 


2188 


2223 


80 


2189 


2228 


80 


2190 


2230 


85 


2191 


2290 


20 


2195 


3016 


80 


2196 


3011 


80 


2191 


3042 


74 


2199 


3024 


15 


2201 


3033 


82 


2202 


3034 


82 


2203 


3035 


130 


2204 


3041 


107 


2210 


1 3040 


84 


2214 


1114 


80 


2215 


1115 


80 


2219 


1119 


80 


2227 


5151 


54 


2230 


5296 


31 


2232 


5298 


98 



2233 5310 

2234 5293 



2236 I 5210 
223S 2848 



2248 

2252 

2253 

2255 

2256 
2251 
2258 
2260 
2262 

2268 

2269 



239 

450 

605 

619 

2261 

498 

1301 

2363 

45 

383 

1092 




Sen. 



John Harvey . 

Daniel Brady . 

Ditto 

John Taylor . 

Daniel Brady . 

John B. Porter 
John Harvey . 

John Winzor . - - 

'George Porphett, Agent for 
Incorporated Society for 
Propagation of Gospel in 
Foreign Parts 
John B. Porter 
Thomas Plunkett, 

John Marrett . 

Angas McLairre 
Ditto 
Ditto 

William Roberts 
John Smith 
Ditto 
. Ditto 
Finlay M‘Iver 
Andrew Murdoch 
Ditto 
Ditto 

John Disher 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Samuel Somerville 
Samuel White 
Thomas Tapley 
Finlay McRae . 

Donald McRae 
James Chibnall 
William Smith 
William Stuckey 
John Bradford 
William Graham, of Lyne- 
doch Valley, Farmer. 
George Hounssom 
John Grainger, Jun. 



£. s. d. ] 

131 0 0 



80 1 
91 0 
80 1 
136 0 
96 0 
41 0 



Jackson 



80 1 0 
159 0 0 
86 0 0 
95 0.0 
85 0 0 
140 0 0 
132 0 0 



£. s. d. 

13 2 0 

8 17 0 

8 10 

9 2 0 

8 10 

13 12 0 
9 12 0 
4 2 0 
8 10 



S 1 0 
15 18 0 
S 12 0 
9 10 0 
8 10 0 
14 0 0 
13 4 0 



84 1 
80 1 
80 1 
80 1 
1 
0 
0 
0 



54 

35 

230 

150 



8 

8 

12 



72 1 
80 1 



0 

1 0 



82 



0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

84 1 0 
80 1 0 
74 1 0 

80 1 0 
48 0 0 



9 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
9 0 
3 10 0 
23 0 0 

15 0 0 

6 17 0 

7 5 0 

8 1 0 

7 15 0 

8 10 
8 10 
8 0 0 
8 1 0 
8 5 0 
8 10 

0 
0 



8 

74 



8 10 
4 16 0 



3,539 4 0 



August 27, 1347. 



(No. 94.) No. 5. 

Copt of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Gbet. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
August 30, 1847. 

My Lord ( Received January 13, 1848.) 

I BATE the honour to transmit herewith a statement of. the result of an 
auction sale of Crown lands in this province, held on the 27th instant. 

These lands were all put up to auction on special application, and none were 

known to contain metallic minerals. 

Although the greater part of the country lots were sold at the first advance 
bevond the upset price, several of them produced considerably more. One 
section realized 31. 15 s. 9 d. per acre: the average price was about 11. 6s. 04rf. 

1,e There' have been numerous applications of late for purchases by private 
contract of lands once offered for sale, and not sold. The lands so selected aie 
in general taken for agricultural purposes. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. 
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No. of 


No. of j 




Locality. 


Purcba*er. 


Lot. 


Section. 






1- 



2270 1116 

2273 1638 

2274 1065 

2277 1150 

2278 1151 

2279 1058 

2282 630 

2291 I 5251 



2294 

2295 

2298 

2299 
2301 
2304 
2310 

2314 

2321 



5299 

5311 

4503 ] 

2639 

3001 

3004 

3010 

.3014 

3032 



60 0 
88 0 
80 0 
70 0 
56 0 



| 3036 
610 

2324 I 1670 



2326 

2327 
2330 

7 

16 

17 

18 



1672 

1673 
1676 

7 

16 

17 

18 
4 



73 0 0 
77 0 0 
83 0 0 
80 0 0 
70 0 0 
65 0 0 



73 0 
103 0 
40 0 
116 



1 0 
0 39 
0 39 
0 25 



District A 

District B 

Sources of the Third Creek 
District C 

Ditto 

Ditto 

District D 

Sources of the Bremer 
Sources of the Onkaparinga 

Ditto 

Near Nairne, Mount Barker 
Angas Special Survey. . 
Cape Jervis .... 

Ditto 

Cape Jervis (Certificate, 
No. 6, presented). 

Cape Jervis .... 
Near Dry Creek, north of 
City of Adelaide. 

Ditto 

Sources of the South Rhine 
Sources of Greenock Creek 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Township of Robe 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Township of Grey. 



R. and P. Elliott . 
Thomas Rusher Hart 
Charles Giles . 
Sampson Dawe and 7 
Folkinghome. 

John Brown 
John Bottril . 
Malc^pi M'Kenzie 
Andrew Murdoch 
Ditto ... 

Kelly, Brothers 

James Shakes . 
Donald Gollan. 
Frederick H. Dutton 
Ditto . . . 

J. B. Thorngate 

F. Ransford . 
Thomas South. 



Total 



Ditto . 

George Fife Angas 
Robert Bevan 
Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

William Younghusband 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . . 



Price. 



Amount Paid. 



£. s. d. £. s. d. 
27 1 0 2 15 0 

24 1 0 2 9 0 

36 1 0 36 1 0 

303 0 0 30 6 0 



61 0 



6 2 
8 18 



80 1 0 8 1 



56 1 
73 1 
175 0 
83 1 
134 0 
70 1 
100 0 

79 1 
60 1 

124 1 

1 



7 15 0 
5 13 0 



13 8 
7 1 



0 8 10 



73 1 0 7 6 



103 
40 1 
116 1 
3 10 0 | 
7 10 
7 0 
3 15 
2 10 



6 0 
4 0 0 
11 12 0 
0 7 0 
0 15 0 
0 14 0 
0 8 0 
0 5 0 



2 0 231 17 0 



B. T. Finniss, Colonial Treasurer. 



(No. 117.) No - 6 - 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut. -Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
October 8, 1847- 

Mt L ord, {Received March 2, 1848.) 

I hue the honour to transmit herewith the usual returns relating to 
immigration into this province for the quarter ended 30th September 1847. 

Although 1610 persons have been introduced into the colony trom England 
during the quarter, no effect has been produced as yet upon the rates of wages 
demanded and paid. Immigrants of both sexes seem to find employment almost 

as soon as they arrive. , 

The Colonial Secretary, in his remarks on the returns, recommends that 
vessels he not despatched so as to arrive here during the rainy season (or from 
the middle of June to the end of August) ; the average passage for emigrant 

ships being about three months. ... , . » , ^ 

This may be a judicious arrangement if an increased number of peopl 
despatched in June so as to arrive here in September, there being great demand 
for labour in that and the present month, and throughout the summer season. 

The circumstance adverted to regarding the passengers, per Trafalgar, were 
such as must he expected to occur when, from the state of the weather, em- 
ployers cannot profitably engage additional out-door, labour. The 
of the Irish people on the roads was of short duration .limited ^indeed by the 
reduction of the wages of Government labourers, Which induced them to seek 

pr Thfa wm precisely one of the cites I had foreseen, and which had influenced 
me in asking considerable votes from the Council for useful pubhc works. 

In the concluding remark the Colonial Secretaiy adverts to provision havrng 
been made for the proper care of young unmarried females, arriving without 



Answered March 
28. 1848, page 16 
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132 PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 

parents or guardians, and to a committee of the ladies of the place having 
undertaken to watch over their interests. I enclose herewith one of the circular 
notes issued by the Committee, to be distributed among the immigrants on their 

31 Hitherto there have been but few who have needed the assistance of the 
ladies, as they have generally found engagements immediately on arrival. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. H, ROBE, Lieut-Governor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 6. 

No. 1.— Abstract Quarterly Returns. 



Immigrants. 



Months composing tlio Quarter. 


8 

S 

> 

! 

ii 

z 


Q § 
°6 

z 


Number of Births on board or 1 
in Quarantine. i 


Gross Number of Emigrants 
arrived. 


2 

< 

a 

z 


Number of Labourers hired at 1 
the place of landing. | 


't £ 
2-| 

JO 

Jr- 

§! 

■z 


Amount paid to assist them ou 1 
their journey. ! 


Number of Agricultural La- 1 
bourers. 


4 

-= 

w 

a 

z 


J 

■1 

c 

1 




*|| 

SfJg 

«1 

]Sf 

i 

hi 

lie 

z 


Number of Tradesmen making 
or selling articles of con- 
sumption. 


s' 5 

-Sli 

H 

•a 

^ a 

•P 

M 

K 




o A 

s| 

•§ J 
S-S 

111 

% n r“ 

|« '§3 
































M. 


F. 




1847 




































July 


3 


11 


8 


779 




























Aug. 


1 


6 


4 


276 




























Sept. 


2 


8 


8 


555 




























Totals 


6 


25* 


20 


1,610 






1 1 


L 






L 










1 



Remarks. 



The Belle Alliance arrived July 2. I The Cressy arrived August 19. 

Trafalgar „ July 2. Aboukir „ September 4. 

British Sovereign „ July 17. | Mariner „ September 25. 

For Quarter ending September 30, 1847. 

W. Mondy, Colonial Secretary. 



* It appears necessary to remark that of the number of deaths here recorded only three are those of adults, the 
remainder being all either of infants or young children. 



No. 2. — Quarterly Return. 
Prices. 



Return showing the Average Retail Prices of Provisions and Clothing in the Colony of South 
Australia, in the Quarter ended the 30th September, 1847- 





Articles. 


Quantity. 


Average Prices. 










£. s. d. 






Bread .... 


Per lb. 


O 0 u 






Butter, Fresh 


, , 


0 0 10i 






„ Salt 




0 0 10 






Blue 


. , 


0 19 






Cheese. .... 


1 


0 0 9 






Candles .... 


■ 9 


0 0 7 






Flour 




o o li 






Lamp Oil .... 


Per gallon. 


0 2 6 






Meat (Beef and Mutton) 


Per lb. 


o « H 






Oatmeal .... 


, , 


0 0 6 






Pepper .... 


,, 


0 0 8 






Potatoes .... 




0 0 1 






Rice 




0 0 2f 






Sugar ..... 


, , 


0 0 31 






Salt ..... 


, , 


0 0 1 






Soap 


, , 


0 0 4 






Starch .... 




0 0 8 






Tea 




0 2 0 






Tobacco , , , > 


1 , 3 10 3 6 
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Return showing the Average Retail Prices of Provisions and Clothing in the Colony of South 
Australia, &c. — continued. 



Clothing. 

Blankets 
Boots . 

Bonnets 

Calico 

Caps (Men’s) 

Duck Trowsets . 
Flannel 
Gown Print 
Handkerchiefs 
Moleskin Coats andTroi 
Straw Hats . 

Shirts . 

Shoes (Women’s) 

Shawls 

Stockings (Men’s) 

,, (Women’s-) 



Per pair. 

Each. 
Per yard. 

Bitch. 
Per pair.. 
Per yard. 
Per dress. 
Each. 

Each. 

Per pair. 

Each. 
Per pair. 



Average Prices. | 



0 12 
0- IS 
O 4 
0 0 
0 2 
0 5 



0 6 0 
0 0 8 
0 16 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 3 0 
0 14 



No* 3 . — Quarterly Return. 



Return showing 



Wages . 

the Average Wages of Mechanics and others in South Australia, for the 
Three Months ended the 30th September, 1847. 









Average Wages 
per Annum, 
with Board and 


Highest and Lowest 


Trade or Calling-. 


Average Wages per 
Diem, without Board or 
Lodging- 


Average W ages 
per Diem, 
with Board and 


Lates per Diem, without 
Board or Lodging. 




Eodging. 


Lodging. 


Highest. 


L0..1 




s. d. 


s. d. 




s. d. 


s. d. 












Blacksmiths . . . ■ 








4 6 


3 6 


Bakers 


8 0 

2 1. at the kiln. 








*7 6 


Bricklayers ..... 
Brickmakers, per 1000 . 








3 6 


Bullock drivers . ■ • 




■ ^ 






Butchers 




4 - 








Carpenters 










7 O 


Cabinet-makers. . . . 












Carriage- makers . . . 










7 0 


Coopers 

Domestic servants — 

Males . • • 

Females . . 


3 9 




25 1. to 32?. 
142. to 221 






Day labourers . . - 










Farm servants — 

Married couples 






40 1. to 50?. 
39?. 






Single men 








7 0 


Masons 












Millers 












Painters and glaziers . 










7 6 




8 0 










Sawyers, per 1000 feet 


9s. 6 d. per 1000 feet 








5 6 


Saddlers 










7 0 


Shoemakers .... 




* ' 






1 6 


Shepherds .... 






*702. to 100? 




Shopmen 

Tailors 


8 d. per. hour. 








Tanners 












Wheelwrights . . • 










6 0 


Miners 













1. What is the expense of 1. From 35 1. to 50Z. 
erecting a country dwelling 
suitable to an agricultural Iel- 

b0 ^*What is the rent of a 2. From 6s. to 8s. per week, 
town-lodging, suitable to a me- 
chanic and his family 1 
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3. What funds have been 3. Persons in very destitute circumstances, either from 

placed at your disposal during general infirmity or ill health, or who have no friends in the 
the past quarter, for the relief colony able to support them, receive relief from Government 
of immigrants ? by an issue of rations or medicines ; they have also, when 

necessary, admission into the hospital, with the attendance 
of the colonial surgeon. The expense of supporting them 
during the past quarter was 149/. 4s. 1 Id. 

4. Is there any fund in the 4. 5007. has been voted for this service by the Legislative 
colony for the relief of destitute Council for 1847. 

poor? 

5. State the description of 5 and 6. Nothing has occurred during the past quarter 

labour which is in request in rendering necessary any modification in the remarks made 
the colony ? in my answers to these queries, as contained in previous 

6. Would the rate of immi- reports. 

gration of the last quarter satisfy Notwithstanding that recent arrivals have increased our 

the existing demand for labour? population 1610 souls, chiefly of the working-classes, the 
demand for agricultural labourers, shepherds, miners, me- 
chanics, and female domestic servants continues equally 
urgent, as before, and the same high rate of wages are main- 
tained. 

In the country districts most distant from Adelaide, the 
settlers, whether engaged in agricultural or pastoral pursuits, 
especially at this season of the year, when sheep-shearing 
and harvesting are commencing, are experiencing much 
difficulty in supplying themselves with the requisite labour 
for these operations, and the exorbitant wages demanded by 
and paid to those who can be persuaded to engage in those 
employments do not, in most cases at least, secure their 
faithful services, but tend rather to promote in them a reck- 
lessness of conduct most detrimental to the interests of their 
employers. 

It is true that no reduction in the rate of wages has yet 
been effected by the recent accession to our labour popu- 
lation ; but it is nevertheless to be anticipated, and indeed 
very earnestly to be hoped, that a continued influx of im- 
migration, such as we have lately experienced, may create 
a change in that respect more advantageous to employers 
than hitherto ; and it would be well, therefore, in order to 



7- Could it he safely in- 
creased with reference to the 
supplies of food in the colony ? 

8. State any particulars re- 
lative to immigration, and the 
demand for labour which you 
think may be useful. 



prevent the disappointment which would, in such an event, 
be naturally felt by those who may be induced to emigrate 
hither with expectations founded on the present scale of 
wages, that they should be warned, before leaving England, 
of the probability of such a contingency. 

7. The quantity of grain we have in store for exportation 
to foreign markets, and our numerous flocks and herds, so 
rapidly augmenting, quite supersede any ground for appre- 
hension on this point. 

8. It will be observed, in Report No. 1 hereto annexed,, 
that two vessels, the “ Belle Alliance ” and the “ Trafalgar,” 
arrived at Port Adelaide on the same day. There being, 
unfortunately, very rainy weather at the time, the passengers 
by these vessels, especially those brought in the latter, who 
were chiefly from Ireland, having been selected by Sir 
Montague Chapman, did not find employment so readily as 
all the immigrants by former vessels have done. 

It might nave been expected that emigrants specially 
selected .would have been chosen with reference to the 
requirements of the parties allowed to exercise this in- 
dulgence for the benefit of their properties in this colony ; 
and that measures would have been taken by their agents to 
provide such emigrants with employment on their arrival 
here. Such was not, however, the case in the instance 
above referred to. A number of them consequently applied 
to the Local Government, and temporary employment was 
given them on the public works, at a rate of wages reduced 
from 3s. 6 d. to 2s. ad. per diem. 

Taking warning from the above-mentioned occurrence, 
although perhaps the same might not have taken place had 
greater activity been exercised by the emigrants themselves, 
such as we have on all former occasions seen, displayed, I 
should be induced to recommend, with a view to prevent 
their arrival here in any numbers during the rainy season, 
that only one emigrant ship should, be despatched to this 
colony from Great Britain between the 15th March and the . 
1st June in each year. 
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The healthy condition in which the immigrants were SOUTH 
landed from the several vessels which have arrived in this AUSTRALIA, 
colony during the past quarter, and the total absence of any 
- complaints either from the passengers or on the part of those 

under whose direction they were placed during the voyage, 
are facts which of themselves speak most favourably for the 
arrangements made in England in connexion with this 
service. The emigrants were generally well selected, and 
suited to the wants of this country. The superintendents 
appear, without exception, faithfully to have discharged 
the duties intrusted to them ; and although some few altera- 
tions in the minor details of the arrangements have been 
recommended by them in their daily journals, still the cir- 
cumstances above mentioned concurring, as they do, to 
show the efficiency of the measures adopted to promote the 
varied interests at stake, cannot but be satisfactory to the 
Commissioners, on whom sn much responsibility is devolved. 

The vessels employed in the emigration service make 
quicker passages than those engaged only in the conveyance 
of merchandize ; of those whicn arrived in this colony during 
the last three, months, the lon*gest on the voyage was 106, 
the shortest 89 days, making an average in the whole of 
94i days. 

It may not be foreign to the present report here to remark, 
that the young unmarried females who immigrate to this 
colony, without friends or relations on board, are on their 
arrival here at once removed from on board the vessels in 
which they were brought, to a house in Adelaide, where 
every necessary comfort is in readiness for their reception. 

They are placed under the immediate control of a matron, 
and a committee of ladies have benevolently undertaken to 
assist them in finding suitable employment. 

8th October, 1847. H- M. Mondy, Colonial Secretary. 

To Newly-arrived Female Immigrants. 

Adelaide; September 25, 1847. 

The Committee of Ladies appointed to watch over the interests of the unmarried female 
immigrants newly arrived in the colony, offer their protection and encouragement to every 
respectable young woman who, landing on the shores of South Australia, feels the want of a 
home. 

The Governor has kindly promised to supply rations, and to provide rooms for present 
accommodation. 

Ladies will visit the young women, and assist them to procure desirable situations. 

Signed by order of the Committee. 

Mrs. Bagot.* 

Mrs. Farrell.-)- 
Mrs. Giles. J 



(No. 124.) No. 7. I 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
October 30, 1847. 

My Lord, (Received March 31, 1848.) 

By the arrival of the emigrant ship “Duchess of Northumberland,” from No ^ 
England direct, I am this day honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s De- No! 84 
spatches enumerated in the margin. ^ ; 

The “ Northumberland” brings papers to the 19th July, than which there No! 87 . 
are at present none later in the colony. The passage of this vessel has been 89 ! 
101 days, which, is the average passage of the emigrant ships that have arrived No. 9 o . 
this year. n°! 92 * 

As every information relating to the length of passage of sailing ships by the No - 93 • 
Cape of Good Hope to this colony must be acceptable to your Lordship (with. 
reference to the subject of steam communication by that route), I enclose a 
table showing the length of the passage of each of 13 emigrant ships that have 
arrived from England, direct since January last 

I select the emigrant ships in - preference to the ordinary traders, because they 

* The lady of a Member of Council. + The lady of the Colonial Chaplain, 

t The lady of the manager of the South Australian Company. 
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usually make the quickest passages, for the following reasons : lsh They have 

usually been powerful first-class vessels adapted, for the India and Chma trade, 
and well found in sails and spars. 2ndly. The additional physical force afforded 
by the able-bodied emigrants, frequently enables the masters to carry sail 
earlier and longer than would be prudent with the crew alone ; and 3rdly. The 
number of persons on the provision list is a strong inducement to make the 
passage in as small a number of days as possible. 

The shortest passage recorded in the enclosed list is that of the “ Belle 
Alliance ” 89 days ; whilst that estimated for the auxiliary screw steamers to 
Port Adelaide would be about 61 days. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F.. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. _____ 



Enclosure in No. 7. 

Return of the Number of Days, occupied on the Passage from England by Vessels bringing 
Commissioners’ Emigrants tVhichhave arrived at Port Adelaide between the 1st January 
and the 29th October, 1847, inclusive. 





Date of 


Number of 
Days on the 
Passage. 




Sailing. 


Arrival. 




1846 


1847 






13 Oct. 


23 Jan. 


102 




15 Nov. 


16 Mar. 


121 


Phcebe . * . . . 


22 Dec.. 


27 Mar. 


95 




1847 






Theresa 


19 Jan. 


3 May 


104 


Belle Alliance 


4 April 


2 July 


89 


Trafalgar .... 


18 Mar. 


, , 


106 . 


British Sovereign . 


13 April 


17 July 


91 


Cressy ..... 


18 May 


19 Aug. 


92 


Aboukir 


31 May 


4 Sept 


96 




10 June 


25 Sept. 


92 


Rajah 


28 May 


24 Sept. 


119 


Lady M'Naghton . 


1 July 


12 Oct. 


104 


Duchess of Northumberland 


20 July 


29 Oct. 


101 




Average 


1313 


101 



The number of immigrants arriving in the “ Rajah” whose passage was paid for from the Land 
Fund was only 22. 



(No. 128) No. 8. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Ghey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, November 6, 1847. 
My Lord, (Received April 18, 1848.) 

I have the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, a statement of Crown lands, sold by auction yesterday pursuant to pro- 
clamation. The average produce of the 4002 acres thus disposed of was 
1Z. 3s. 2 id. per acre. 

These lands were all put up on special applications, and none of them were 
known to contain metallic minerals ; but they were required for agricultural 
and other purposes. 

Lands once offered for sale, and open to selection by private contract, con- 
tinue to be in considerable demand. 

I have abstained for a long period from offering mineral lands for sale, 
because I saw that the rage for speculation in mining scrip was acting in- 
juriously upon the more steady interests of the colony. I have, however, 
proclaimed another sale of mineral lands for January next, as applications for. 
them have long since been received at the Land Office. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lient.-Gbvernor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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No. of 
Lot. 


STo. of 
section. 


No. of 
Acres. 


Locality. 






A. R- . 


Town. 


56 : 


56 


0 1 


Robe Town . 


57 ' 


57 


0 1 




58 


58 


0 l 


» > 


84 


84 


0 .1 


j , 


85 • 


85 


O 1 


Suburban. 






80 O 


North of City of Adelaide 






245 O ■ 


Near Blown Hill Greek «. 


2273 


1005 


79 O 


South-east of City of Ad - 
laide. 




1115 


■81 0 ’ 


Near Gawler Town . . 


2277 


38 


80 0 


2278 


S9 


80 0 




2279 


40 


80 X) 


, , i, 


2280 


41 


76 0 




2281 


93 


91 0 


, 1 >9 


2282 


94 


77 0 


•>4 ■» » 


2283 


95 


76 0 


4 9 9’ 


2284 


62 


80 0 


9 9 > » 


2285 


91 


75 0 


9 9 9 9 


2286 


92 


73 0 


9 9 »» 


2287 


7590 


80 0 


,, 94 

Country. 



Gerald Villiere Butler 
By balances “certificate of) 
Remission, 31. 19(1. ] 



Alexander Thompson . 
John Grainger, Jun. . 
Henry Stanford . . 



2290 


3043 


80 0 


Para Plains .... 


2291 


3044 


80 0 


9 9 


2292 


3045 


80 0 


9 9 


2293 


3046 


80 0 


9 , 


2294 


3047 


80 0 


, > 


2296 


3049 


80 0 




2297 


3050 


80 0 


9 9 


2298 


3051 


98 0 




2299 


3052 


119 0 , 


94 


2300 


3053 , 


102 0 


9 9 


2301 


3054 


80 0 


9 9 


2302 


3055 


87 0 


9 9 


2303 


3064 


72 0 


9 9 


2304 


3065 


71 0 


District B 


2322 


189 


78 0 


2323 


1018 


26 0 


,9 


2326 


1200 


57 0 




2327 


1261 


98 0 


, 9 


2328 


1262 


116 0 


99 


2329 


177 


80 0 


>9 


2331 


351 


80 0 




2332 


352 


80 0 




2333 


355 


SO 0 


South-east of Stratbalbyn 


2339 


2712 


80 0 


2340 


2713 


80 O 


9 9 94 


2341 


2714 


84 0 


9 9 9 9 


2342 


2715 


80 0 


Angas 'Survey . » 


2343 


2644 


78 0 


2344 


2672 


80 0 


>9 9 9 


2345 


3733 


60 O 


Mount Barker Survey . 


2347 


5065 


82 0 


Near Lobethal . 


2349 


22 


60 0 


Hutt River Smvey 


2350 


39 


8o 0 
4002 1 





John Dawkins . 
James Sparshot 



John M'Ewen . 
William Charles Stamp 



Thomas Higgins . 
Clement Crispe 



Matthew Moorhouse 



William H. Maturin . 
James Philcox . . 

James Farrell . . . 
Charles Simeon HaTe 

James Philcox 



Arthur Fox • . • 

Michael Featherstone 
William Smith 
Peter Cumming . 
Thomas Matthews 
John Chambers 
William Colton, sen. 
Andrew Harriott . 



John Bentham Neales . 



James Dawson 
Joseph Hall . . 

John Renfrey . . 

James Dunn . 

William Robinson 
The Right Rev. F. Mar* 
phy, D-D. and Ors. 



93 0 0 
245 0 0 
101 0 0 

81 1 0 
93 1 0 
90 0 0 



£. s. d. I £. s. d. 
2 10 
2 10 

2 10 0 3 19 0 

■2 10 

2 10 0 |J 8 11 0 



101 

91 



9 6 0 
245 0 0 
10 2 0 



2 0 
115 0 



Total - 



76 : 


t < 


> 1 


7 12 1 


0 


80 1 




3 


8 


1 ' 


0 


100 i 


0 i 


0 l 


10 


0 


0 


130 


0 


o 1 


13 


0 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


100 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


80 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


80 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


81 


0 


0 


8 


2 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


104 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


140 


0 


0 


14 


0 


0 


119 


1 


0 


12 


0 


Q 


102 


0 


0 


10 


4 


0 


80 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


87 


0 


0 


8 


15 


0 


90 


1 


0 


9 


1 


0 


95 


1 


0 


9 


11 


0 


78 


1 


0 


78 


1 


0 


26 


1 


0 


3 


0 


0 


57 


1 


9 


5 


15 


0 


98 


1 


0 


10 


0 


0 


116 


1 


0 


12 


0 


0 


110 


0 


0 


11 


0 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


80 


1 


0 


8 


1 


0 


95 


0 


0 


9 


10 


0 


110 


0 


0 


11 


0 


0 


84 


0 


0 


8 


10 


0 


80 


0 


0 


' 8 


0 


0 


78 


0 


0 


78 


0 


0 


171 


0 


0 


17 


2 


0 


130 


1 


0 


13 


1 


0 


82 


1 


0 


8 


5 


0 


84 


1 


0 


! 8 


9 


0 


. . 150 


1 


t) 


, 15 


1 


0 


. ' 4639 


0 


0 


| 843 12 


0 



B. T. Finniss, Colonial Treasurer. 
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Australia. (No. 151.) No. 9. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 

My Lord, December 21, 1847. 

( Received May 29, 1848.) 

With reference to my Despatch, No. 134, dated the 15th ultimo, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that on, the 18th instant I sanctioned the 
December 18 , 184/, issue from the Land Fund of this province of the sum of five thousand pounds 
5000 ** (5000?.) to the officer in charge of the Commissariat chest, to enable him to 

make remittance of it to the principal Commissariat officer at Sydney. Enclosed 
is a certificate of the receipt thereof by Mr. Maturin. 

May I request that your Lordship will move the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury to place a like sum at the disposal of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners, whenever they may require funds for carrying on 
the service entrusted to their superintendence, and that your Lordship would 
urge upon the Commissioners the expediency of promptly expending largely 
on emigration to this colony. 

Never since my arrival in this province has labour been in greater demand 
than at present, and the non-arrival of sufficient immigrants retards the progress 
of public as well as private work. 

The system of boiling down cattle for tallow has already commenced in this 
province, from the great disproportion between its increase and that of the 
population to consume it. The harvest now in course of reaping appears also 
to be most abundant. 

I trust, therefore, that the Commissioners will be enabled to despatch vessels 
with emigrants to this province at least twice a-month. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 10. 

Land Sale, January 
6 , 1848. 



(No. 1.) . No. 10. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
January 7, 1848. 

My Lord, {Received May 29, 1848.) 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, a statement of Crown lands sold at auction nt Adelaide yesterday, whereby 
7800?. Is. have been added to the Land Fund. 

The sale embraced lands known to contain metallic minerals, and lands 
required for agricultural purposes. 

The number of acres sold, was 1588, in fee simple, producing 7100?. Is., or 
4?. 9s. 5 d. per acre on the average ; and 36 acres on a lease, with mining rights, 
for 14 years, for 700?., being at the rate of 19?. 8s. 10ic?. per acre. One lot of 
76 acres sold, for 3100?., or 40?. 15s. 8 d. per acre. 

The portion of land containing 36 acres, of which the lease was sold, is 
situated on Yorke’s peninsula, on the margin of the sea ; and, being so, it came 
within the general rule of reservation for public purposes, though, from the 
nature of the ground, it cannot be made available for public uses. On it, 
within the reach of high tide, has been discovered a valuable copper lode ; and 
I am happy to say that the lease has been secured by the proprietors of the 
adjoining sections of land. 

I have visited the spot several times, and I entertain a high opinion of the 
character of the lode and of the facilities of working it, notwithstanding that it 
will be found to run under the level of St. Vincent’s Gulph. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure in No. 10. 

Statement of Sale of Crown Lands, South Australia, on January 6th, 1848. 



Locality. 


Purchaser. 


Price. 


Amount 






£. , 


s. . 


A 


£. *. . 


d. 




Samuel White White 


82 


1 


0 


82 1 


0 


Trigonometrical Sta- 
tion. 

South Para District . 


and Frederick White. 

John Ellis and Emanuel 
Solomon. 


80 


1 


0 


8 1 


0 




313 


0 


0 


31 6 


0 


i » 11 


V 


3,100 


0 


0 


310 0 


0 


>, >» 


5 * 


295 


0 


0 


29 10 


0 


” 5 ’ 


Robert Christie . 


61 


0 


0 


6 2 


0 


Adjoining Lyndoch 


John Grainger, Jun. . 


25 


1 








Valley, Special Sur- 














vey. 




33 


1 


0 


3 6 


0 


Adjoining Barossa 
Survey. 


W. Paxton and others, 
Trustees of the Royal 


1,010 


0 


0 


101 0 


0 


Minina: Company. 








8 10 


0 


Near Kapunda Copper 


J. B. Montefiore and 


85 


1 


0 


Miuc. 


J. Hagen. 


80 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 


, > >> 


5 ’ 


81 


1 


0 


8 2 


0 


, , » > 


’ ’ 


80 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 


* * ” 


’ 


109 


1 


0 


10 19 


0 


” ” 


’ 


80 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 


* * ” 




80 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 


i * * ” 




SO 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 




W. Paxton and others, 


123 


0 


0 


12 6 


0 




Trustees of the Royal 
Mining Company. 














James Phillips and others 


90 


1 


0 


9 1 


6 




, , , , 


70 


6 


0 


7 1 


0 


) , , 

! Near Highercombe . 


,, ,, 


80 


1 


0 


8 0 


0 


»* 


62 


1 


0 


6 3 


0 


1 




6,100 


1 


0 


683 19 


0 


5 Yorke’s Peniusula . 


Frederick H. Dutton . 


700 


0 


0 


70 0 


0 



2360 

- 2361 

2362 

2363 

2364 

2365 



2366 

2367 



2369 

2370 

2371 

2372 

2373 

2374 

2375 

2376 
2383 



2392 

2393 

2394 
1904 



1706 

1707 

1708 

1709 

1710 
2501 



2502 

2503 



1463 

1505 

1506 

1507 

1508 

1509 

1510 
1515 
1522 



1531 

1533 

1534 
5604 



* Lease for (14) fourteen years. 



T. Finniss, Colonial Secretary. 



(No. 2.) No. 11. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut. -Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, January 8, 1848. 
My Lord, ( Received May 29, 1848.) 

Your Lordship’s Despatch, No. 102,* dated the 29th July, 1847, having 
been duly considered in Executive Council, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith a series of rules, which I have adopted with the advice of that body, 
having for object the extension to the settlers of this province, of the advan- 
tages contemplated in that Despatch, and in its Enclosures. 

The first rule accords to settlers on becoming purchasers of Crown lands, 
the right of nominating emigrants for free passage to the extent of half the 
amount of their purchase money. The land has hitherto been usually sur- 
veyed and sold in sections of 80 acres, at not less than 1/. the acre, and the 
average cost of the. passage of a statute emigrant during the last 12 months has 
been 13?. 9s. 9 d., as shown by the Return enclosed, No. 2. 

The nomination is to take place at the time of payment for the land, that is 
one month after the purchase at auction. If the right be not then claimed, or 
if the nominees be not eligible for free passage under the regulations of the 
Emigration Commissioners, or unable to embark when required, then the Com- 
missioners are to select others in their stead, in order that no unnecessary delay 
may take place in supplying the labour market from the funds provided. 

This privilege will be chiefly enjoyed by settlers in the humbler walks of 
life, who have relatives and friends willing to join them. Large purchasers 

* Similar Despatch to that addressed to Governor of New Sooth Wales, No. 196, 29th July, vide 
p. 42, Papers on Australian Emigration, presented by Command, House of Lords, No. 19, (2), 1847-8; 
House of Commons, No. 50, (2), 1847-8. 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 

Enel- in No. 10. 



No. 11. 



Answered July 15, 
1848, page 103. 



Emigration 
Returns, 1847. 
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south are less likely to lie prepared wltl J ^ rf'emS™* 8 t>y S person^ already 

" - SSffi a home and employment imme- 

money to be remitted to relatives and declared that all such remit- 

guard against the abuse of * B , pT f^ D E ’ j„ at i on Commissioners, and if not 
fences must he under the control of the Em, grab, m U to ^ de _ 

applied by them to the designed purpose, tney wi 

P the\hird rule holds out as an 

disposed to aid from their own r®ourc^ th . S ds tliat object, even 

friends, a measure of assistance from tte uovernn from fte g{ then . 

*» the 

emigrants are sent out to it at the expen : me of -life, capable of 

should be selected exclusively .from persons m J^P™ offic ’es requiring 

the most rigorous labour yet there are in lall "t so J. , he yout bful; 
less physical force, of the community to 

and which, when so filled, J l bphe most natural system of 

engage themselves m more actoe emg y ^ t0 em bark for their 

emigration is that wherein whole iami selermce of the ties of relation- 

new home of adoption, whereby emigrating members 

Ship, and, co—fly XX by Z Soiling influence 

X J ‘ 

^^ide^dehiares the amou ^ s ^^^^^ k ^ S ^^^^J a ce I ^^veea^ltose r sums 

“XTf mrss 

XeLie of payment by ^ settlers 

- •= -is 

. XeXrXXreLordships Despatch to Sir Charles FitzRoy, of 
r S^L Sr date the 29th Jdy last, No. 197, for allowing interest from the Lmd Fnnd on 
W5 -- *“ toosfc in the savings hank, in case such deposit were made over to that fund, 
w£ not thought applicable to the existing circumstances of this P\?™ Y et 
The Government Savings’ Bank is of so recent creation, that it can haidly y® 
be conSinoperatfon; and at the rate at which ermgratior ihas £££» 
been conducted, the Land Fund receipts are so far ahead of the expentore, 
that unless the Emigration Commissioners can make arrangements foi mor 
speedily recruiting the colony, it will not he desirable to increase that tod by 
advances from any other fund, upon which advance,, interest has to be paid. 
Nor would the allowance of such interest be desirable in the present ^‘ate : o 
the labour market, as a means of transferring the emigrant from the condition 



c. A. FitzRoy, Mth 
July, No. 197, vide 
Papers relative to 
Emigration to Aus- 
tralia, presented by 
Command. Special 
Paper, House of 
Lords, 1847-48, 
jVo.19 (2), page -14. 
Pitta, House of 
Commons, No. 50 
(2), page 44. 
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SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



of a labourer, to that of an employer of labour. So great is the disproportion 
between the wages of labourers and mechanics, and the cost of provisions, that 
the earnings of a day are equivalent to, from a bushel to a buskel and a half 
of wheat, sufficient to support the labourer for a week, a state of inequality 
which no country can long maintain, however rich may be its soil. 

Indeed from seeing the tardiness with which the labour market is supplied 
in proportion to the demand, I have more than once entertained the idea of 
increasing the size of the blocks of land into which the waste lands of the 
Crown are divided by the surveyors ; and of putting it up to auction m lots of 
160 acres instead of 80 acres, with the view of not merely retarding the period 
at which the labourer can become a proprietor in his own right, but also to 
diminish the quantity of land necessarily reserved for roads of approach to 
those small properties, as well as the fencing required for their enclosure. 

Such an arrangement would likewise diminish the cost of the surveys, by 
enabling the surveyors to execute a much greater quantity of work in the same 
time, and of course diminish also the future cost of keeping country roads m 
repair All of which circumstances would operate, more or less, directly on 
the amount of labour available for agricultural, pastoral and mining purposes. 

I believe that the advantages thus permissively extended to setOm, mil be 
found to he most welcome to many of them, when they come to be fully 
understood in the rural districts, and I would beg to solicit^ thecordMl co- 
operation of the Emigration Commissioners in carrying 

settlers, as far as may be practicable and not inconsistent with the rules oi 
their department. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. II. ROBE, Lient.-Governor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 11. Enel. 1 in No. 11. 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Adelaide, 

January 5, 1848. 

Her Majesty’s Government being desirous of affording to settlers in the Australian 

““he Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to 
establish the following regulations for that purpose. 

Bv bis Excellency’s command, 

A. M. Mundt, Colonial Secretary. 

1 Every purchaser of waste lands of the Crown may, at the time of payment of his pur- 
chie-mo2v P nominate for free passage in the emigrant ships, three statute emigrants for 
every Sf pounds so paid, reckoning* two children under 14 years of age as one statute emi- 
grant Wvfded that the persons so named shall be eligible, in all respects, for free passa e 
Sider the regulations of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners t and provided 
that if such lominees he ineligible, unable, or unwilling to embark when 

missioners may direct, the appointment of others in their stead *»“ _ rest w„h the Co™»- 
of tnnd,’ may desire to aid their Natives and 

the parties for whose benefit the remittances are made are, from character or otherwise, 
giblffapaSiges in the vessels chartered by the Government, or are u ^b e o r 
fmbark, the money will be returned to the depositor in this province. For the form of appli 

f ^«X"“Lwish to apply their savings toward JHphj-t 
their relations and friends to this colony, the Government "11 defraywrt of 
money, even though those friends may, from age or from extent of family ^ ™ 

free passages under the regulations of the Emigration (.-»» S tods at the^ 
anee cannot he fixed once for all, as it must he governed by the state i o f the tods ta 
posal of the Government, the contract prices of the passages of emigrants, and the amount 
profitable labour reasonably to be expected from those, who are l ° b f “ 5 “ *“• . , beinI , 

4. Under present circumstances, the cost of the passage o follows the 

about 13?., the amounts to he deposited for the passage of emigrants will be as follows, the 
Government paying the rest from the Land Fund 
Age of the Emigrant. 



Under 1 year, accompanying the mother . 
Above 1 and under 14 years of age . 



Sum to be paid by Depositor. 
£. s. 

. ' . Nil. 

. 3 10 

U 2 
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7 0 

Above 14 and under 40 g q 

Above 40 and under 

Above 50 and under 60 

Above 60, the full cost of passage, whatever may be the rate of the 

contract of the particular vessel. t 

5 The above-mentioned sums need not be wholly deposited in the Colonial Treasury, but 
mat be paid partly in the colony, and partly at home by the persons proposing to emigrate, 
S^n sS cCthawLcemL be paid “P the Emigration Comm.ssiot.ers before the 

El 6! B sC"d°t^ b J ™ le 4 ’ Ht “' d . ,he to thldeSo 0 / lhe 

which certificates must be returned to him on claiming repayment ol any unexpected balance 

0t 8 he Fr t hfrn7ience of those settlers who may have money in the Government Savings’ 
Bank, the Colonial Treasurer will be instructed to receive, as deposits for STto 

orders on the trustees of the savings’ bank according to tile form in Schedule C, in order to 
obviate the necessity of settlers resorting to Adelaide to effect the transfer of their money. 



Schedule A. 



(riace of Residence and Date.) 



Having become the purchaser of Crown lands in South Australia, for which I have this day 
paid into the Colonial Treasury the sum of . , I beg to nominate the under- 

mentioned persons for passage to this province at the public expense : 



Christian and Surname of the proposed 
Emigrant at full length. 


Age. 


Trade or Calling. 


Where living, in Great Britain 
or Ireland. 











(Signature of Purchaser.) 



To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

I hereby certify that the sum of 
at Adelaide, by 

Treasury Office, Adelaide, 

South Australia, 184 . 

Approved 



has been paid into the Colonial Treasury 
in purchase of Crown lands, as above stated. 

(Signature of the Colonial Treasurer.) 



Governor. 



Schedule B. 

(Place of Residence and Date.) 

I beg leave to deposit in the Colonial Treasury, under the regulations of the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council, dated 5th January, 1848, the sum of pounds sterling, to 

be applied by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners in aid of the expenses of conveying to 
South Australia the under-mentioned persons : — 



Christian and 
Surname of the Emigrant 
at full length. 


Age. 


Trade 

Calling. 


Where living, 
in Great Britain 
or Ireland. 


To 

be paid 
towards 
the Cost of 
Passage. 


To he 
Expended 
for the 
Emigrants' 
benefit before 
Embarkation. 


Total. 








Grand Total . £ 


£. 8 . 


£. s. 


£. s. 









(Signature of the Depositor.) 



To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

A n” 0Ve4 Governor. 
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I hereby certify that the sum of 
Colonial Treasury at Adelaide, as above stated, this 



pounds sterling has been paid into the 
day of .184 . 

(Signature of the Colonial Treasurer.;) 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



Schedule C. 

To the Trustees of the Savings’ Bank. 

Gentlemen, to the credit of the Colonial 

persons : — “ ^ “ — 



Christian and 
Surname of the Emigrant 
at full length. 



Age. 



Trade 

Calling. 



"Where living, 
in Great Britain 
or Ireland. 



To he 
Expended 
for the 
Emigrants’ 
benefit before 
I Embarkation. 



£. 



(Signature of Depositor.) 



Date. 

Place of Residence. 

Signed in my presence by the above 



this day of 

(Signature of a Justice of the Peace.) 



Enclosure 2 in No* II. 

R ?arat7.LV" 

Year 1847- ^ _ __ — — 



Enel. 2 in No. 11. 



David Malcolm . 
Princess Royal . 

Phoebe • ■ ■ 

Theresa ... 
Trafalgar 
Belle Alliance . 

British Sovereign 
Cressy . . . 

Aboukir . • . 

Mariner . 

Rajah 

Lady M'Naughten . . 

Duchess of Northumber 
land . 

China ■ • • 

Total . • 




Moiety of Amounts paid 
Contract ip a ssage Money 
' "apposed to 



Price per j 



, . suppuseu tu I 

Statute have been paid. 
Adults. I j E London. 



Moiety 
of Passage 
Money. 



10 1 6 1 843 15 7-jJ 

10 15 0 I 1,050 16 311, 

10 17 6 I 2,044 10 0 

11 18 9 1 1,166 17 9} 1, 

13 11 1 i 1,582 8 11} 1, 

1-2 12 0 ' 1,486 16 0 1, 

12 9 9 1,052 1 4L 1, 

13 14 6 | 1,526 18 1 1 

13 10 6 ' 1,619 12 4fc 1 

-9 0 1,412 8 9 11 



13 17 5 ! 1,459 18 1£’ 1,425 4 7 

13 4 6 1,339 0 7i; 1,829 

12 15 6 | 1,242 7 4j: 1,239 

Il7,827 11 4 115,648 7 10 35,974 12 2 



e number of Statute Adults, 2,667. Average price per head, £13 9s. 9L 




vr 1 o No. 1 2. 

(No. 4.) O' -r> a. l nr,™ Answered July 21, 

Oopy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Ravi grey. um, ,««.«<■ 

Adelaide, South Australia, 

January 14, 1848. 

( Received May 29, 1848.) No date . 

MY Tbeo leave to transmit to your Lordship herewith a memorial addre^d to 
fVvmmissioners, by the St. Andrews oo ty _ 



I beg leave to transmit to your .Lora snip nerewim « » *»* , „ . . n r Received 

t. Her Majesty's Colonization Commissioners,” by the St Andrews Society -of JannirJ , 14i ums. 
South AuSa. It is intended for the Colonial Land and Em, grata*, Commrs- 
sioners, but erroneously addressed. Andrew’s Day it was re- 
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for the emigration of Scotch people, with a view to the diffusion of such informa- 
tion among their brethren at home. The enclosed newspaper contains a copy of 
that statement. 

About a month ago Mr. John Morphett, one of the non-official members of the 
Legislative Council, returned from England, and brought with him a report that 
the Emigration Commissioners intended to stop the emigration to this province, after 
despatching a ship then known to have been chartered by them, and for the 
arrival of which we are looking daily. 

Another, and I think a more probable, version of the story was, that the Com- 
missioners intended, after dispatching the said ship, to wait for further advices from 
the colony before taking up another. 

Not having myself received any intimation from your Lordship of such inten- 
tion on the part of the Commissioners, I paid very little attention to these reports, 
especially as I was aware that your Lordship would receive from me, soon after 
Mr. Morphett’s departure, letters written during the early part of 1847, strongly 
urging the continuance of emigration with increased spirit ; and I could hardly 
imagine that the Commissioners would permit their measures to he governed by 
statements received from private sources, if opposed to those of the officer intrusted 
with the administration of the government of the colony. 

But, be that as it may, the report was, and. is very generally believed amongst 
the colonists, and it has given equally general dissatisfaction . 

A meeting was hastily convened, and held immediately on the receipt of the 
intelligence, at which about the usual quantity and quality of declamation against 
the Colonial Department were expended by the usual speakers on such occasions. 
Certain resolutions were adopted, and were to have been, embodied in an address 
to me, but which I am happy to say has never reached me. 

The St. Andrew’s Society has, however, adopted a very different, and a much 
more acceptable course, namely, that of considering the subject dispassionately, 
and submitting their views and wishes in the form now transmitted. 

The views of this Society, upon the importance of continuing emigration to this 
colony to the full extent of the means we possess or can raise, so entirely accord 
with those to which I have often given expression, that I have no hesitation in 
giving to their memorial my cordial support, and I do so in the firm belief that 
this province can give support and employment to as many people of industrious 
habits as the Commissioners can find to emigrate to it. 

In conclusion, I beg to say, that although there are among the gentry of the 
province who, like myself, do not place implicit reliance on the report that has 
caused this agitation, it is certain that the circulation of it has been productive of 
serious injury to the farmers at this time of harvest, by causing a considerable 
augmentation in the price of wages, under the expectation that no more labourers 
would arrive, and, consequently, that those now in the market could command any 
price they thought proper to ask, or the crops would be left to perish. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieut.-Governor. 

Sec. Sec. Sec. 



Enclosure in No. 12. 

.... To the Honouraole Her Majesty’s Colonization Commissioners. 

The Memorial of the Saint Andrew’s Society of South Australia. 

Respectfully Showeth, 

That this Society has been formed by natives of Scotland settled in South Australia, 
chiefly for the purpose of disseminating correct information among their countrymen in Scot- 
land of the condition and prospects of this colony, and thereby encouraging emigration to it. 

That the printed statement sent with this memorial was agreed to and sanctioned by this 
Society on the 30th of November last. The representations therein contained were strictly 
correct at the time ,■ and, notwithstanding the supply of labour that has-. reached the province 
since that date, from England, Germany, and the adjacent colonies, amounting to 954 souls 
(including 271 children), no sensible effect on the labour market has been produced, the de- 
mand continuing as urgent as ever. 

That a statement has recently been made by an Honourable Member of the Legislative 
Council of South Australia, who lately returned to this province from England, that it°was the 
intention of your Honourable Board to suspend or discontinue further emigration to- South 
Australia for some period, under the impression that the quantity of labour already supplied, 
or then on its way to the province, was sufficient for the demand. 

The Saint Andrew s Society begs leave to submit for the consideration of your Honourable 
Board the following resolutions, which, on the receipt of that intelligence, were unanimously 
adopted:— D J 
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1 That this Society, having lately informed the people of Scotland that tb ere is 
throughout this province a great and increasing demand for labour, and that those who 
intend emim-atine could have, on certain conditions, free passages to the colony, this Society 
' views with akn/aml regret the reported announcement, that Her Majesty s Colonization 
1 PnmmisBioners have determined to suspend or stop emigration. , , . 

2, That this Society considers any interruption to free emigration, under the circum- 
stances of this colony, highly injurious. , , u: s Excellency 

3 That this Society beg leave most respectfully to represent, through his uxceuency 
the Lieut -Governor, to Her Majesty’s Colonisation Commissioners the great injury that 
must arise from^uch interruption to emigration; and that a copy of these relations and 
“atement made by P t his Society" to the people of Scotland, be also forwarded for 

Jordan™ with these resolutions the Saint Andrew's Society would, in cmclurion.-most 
resuectfuilv express its conviction, founded upon the intimate knowledge of the condition and 
IZS71X possessed by its members individually and colleen, ply, that any inter np- 
ri7of emivrat n/would, under Its actual circumstances, be productive of most disastrous con- 
ruencrr*r»mmiiity, and would seriously retard the progress of the colony in every 
department and operation Jw inviting the probtabk and 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



No. 13. 

Answered July 21, 
1848, page 164. 



(No. 6.) No - 13 ' 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Govemor Robe to Earl Obey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, January 16, 1848. 

My Lord (Secerned May 29, 1848.) 

I have the honour to transmit herewith an abstract statement of the re- J = s 

ceipt and expenditure of the Treasurer of this colony, f L^ZTsuIvey on the D ecember Qu^. 
31st December, 1847, together with the proceedings of a Boaid ot femvey on tne 1847 v 
Treasurer’s chest and treasure vault, on the -3rd day of January, 1848, showing an 
available balance on that day of 42,759 1. Os. 2 d 

I regret that I am unable at present to t tent i your Lordship tins ^ment m 3 , 1848 , 

the amended form required by your Despatch, No ,107 dated Abe W* Angus 
last. That form is now in the printer s hands, and will, I trust, be ready lor 
transmission at the close of this month. . . • .1 

I have still the satisfaction of being able to report a progressive increase m the 
ordinary revenue. The customs have netted 14,4361 5s. during the quarter^ being 
at the rate of 56,0001 a-year. The actual receipts of customs du™ the year 
1847 have been 48,762 1. 13s. 9 d., and those from other sources 18 2881. 12s. da., 
making 67 0511. 6s. This exceeds considerably the estimate on which the appi 

the' receipts. The principal increase 
has been on “ Public Works ” and “ Improvements ; hut the want of labour lias 
kept that down much more than I could have wished 

buildings for which large sums have been voted, are kept back for want of hands 
to consfruct them. To force them onward at increased wages would he to inflict 

^Vrin^thTye^T^Tthe receipts of the ordinary revenue have exceeded the 
expenditure by about 80001, the greater part of which have been applied in repay- 
Zts o? loans taken from the Land /und, to liquidate debts of former years, 
leaving however, a small surplus in the J?reasuiy. . , v 

In the course of 1847 little or no land, known to contain minerals, has been 
sold hut tC produce of the sales of agricultural lands has amounted to somewhat 
more than 35 0001 I found it necessary to withhold irom sale the mineral lands, 
until we could hope for a more abundant supply of emigrants to work the mine 

^The^expendtture on account of immigration includes the sums paid to masters of 
on their arrival, afd 

Commissariat chest, for that service. The amount so paid in 1847 exceeded 7b, U , 

or double the Land Fund receipts for that period. , , . y of 

The exuerience of two years enables me to report favourably ot the wonting o 
the syrteTaTopted for tlieLfe custody of the Pf ic 
there has rarely heen occasion for allowing a large P 

Treasurer, whether at the Bank or in his own chest, than the amount fa Mvhmh he 
gives security, namely, 20001, and yet all the requirements of the Government 
have been met with the utmost promptitude. 

1 have, oic.. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. H. ROBE, Lieuh-Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure 



Abstract of Colonial Revenue and Expenditure 



Authority. 




Revenue. 












| 








£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 




Balance on 1st October, 1847 • • 
















179 11 


3 


Ordinances. 


Fixed. 




















5 Vic. No. 19 . 


Spirits distilled in the Province . 




















No. 17, 1845 . 


Bark exported . 




















1 


Spirits Imported .... 






















Wines Imported .... 




985 


2 














No. 16, 1846 . } 


Tobacco Imported .... 




2,124 




5 














Other Goods Imported 




6,069 


5 














J 


Warehouse Rents .... 




202 


7 


7 














Incidental Receipts .... 




1 


3 


11 














Total ..... 




14,396 


9 


5 














Less Drawbacks and Repayments . 




260 


4 


5 












2 Vic., No. 2 . 


Nett Customs 










14,136 


5 


0 








Postage of Letters .... 










440 


10 


4 






No. 11,1846 . 


Fines and Fees . 










1,001 


17 


4 






No. 10, 1843 . 


Assessment on Stock . 










2,228 


12 


10 






No. 9, 1843. . 


Licences to Appraisers 




















5 Vic. No. 19 . 


„ Auctioneers 










85 




0 






2 Vic., No. 1 


„ Distil Spirits . 




















No. 6, 1845 . . 


„ Sell Spirits, Wine, and Beer 










141 


0 


0 






7 Vic. No. 17 . 


Certificates for Attorneys . 




















No. 9, 1844 . . 


„ Medical Practitioners 










5 


5 


0 






6 Vic. No. 5. . 


Auction Duty ..... 










382 


10 


11 






No. 18, 1844 . 


Storage of Gunpowder . . 










79 


19 11 






No. 15, 1846 . 


Tolls ...... 










63 


10 


0 








City Rates, Adelaide 










758 


7 


3 




















— 


— 


19,322 18 


7 




Total Fixed .... 


• 




















Incidental. 






















Rents of Government Wharf, Houses, or Premises . 






169 13 


6 








Surcharges recovered, and Re-payments . 










160 


0 


0 








Sales of Stores, Stock, &c. . 










3 


0 


0 








For. maintenance of Patients in Hospital 










37 12 


6 








Ditto of Prisoners in Gaol . 




. 






4 14 


0 








Miscellaneous ..... 










41 


1 


6 




















— 


— 


416 1 


6 




Total Incidental . . . . 








* 














Receipts in Aid of Revenue 




















Loan from Land Fund . 










2,000 


0 


0 








Total Aid ..... 
















2,000 0 


0 




,, Revenue .... 
















21,918 11 


4 




„ Expenditure .... 
















19,205 7 10 




Total Balance .... 




■ • 




_ 








2,703 3 


6 
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1 in No. 15. 



during the Quarter ending December 31, 1847. 



Authority. 


Expenditure. 


Salaries. ' 


Contingencies. 


Total. J 




Fixed. 




d. 


£. 




d. 


£. s. 


d. 




Civil 












Ord. No. 3, 1845 


Governor . . . - . 


375 0 


0 








375 0 






Governor’s Establishment 


89 0 


0 








89 0 


0 




Councils ...... 


68 15 


0 


90 


.2 


4 


158 17 


4 




Colonial Secretary’s Department 
Registrar-General’s Department 


373 0 


0 


184 15 


8 


557 15 


8 




50 0 


0 








50 0 


0 




Treasurer’s Department .... 


137 10 


0 


10 14 


0 


148 4 


0 




Auditor-General’s Department . 


125 0 


0 


2 


2 


9 


127 2 


9 




Customs’ Department .... 


446 7 


11 


237 


6 


3 


683 14 


2 




Crown Lands Department . 


215 5 


7 


20 


8 


6 


235 14 


1 




Survev and Land Department . . . 


566 6 10 


118 12 


10 


684 19 


8 




Public Works’ Department . 


300 15 


11 


11 


8 


1 


312 4 


0 




Post Office Department .... 


210 2 


8 


205 


8 


3 


415 10 


11 




Harbour Department .... 


383 0 


0 


429 16 


8 


81 16 


9 




Storekeeper’s Department, and Superintendent! 


62 10 


0 


1 


5 


7 


63 15 


7 




Police Department. .... 


1,914 18 


11 


424 


8 


3 


2,339 7 


2 




Inspector of Weights and Measures . 


15 0 


0 


, 






15 0 


0 




Inspector of Slaughter-Houses . 


25 0 


0 








25 0 


0 




Aborigines Department .... 


155 6 


6 


237 14 


6 


393 1 


0 




Medical Department .... 


86 19 


0 


89 


8 


8 


176 7 


8 




Lunatic Asylum ..... 


33 0 


0 


50 17 


10 


83 17 


10 




Government Resident Establishment, Port] 
Lincoln . . . . . .) 


110 0 


0 








110 0 


0 


Ord. No.14,1846 




50 0 










50 0 


0 




chen Bay ..... ,J 












Judicial : — 


















Judge and Establishment 


384 4 


6 


92 


0 


9 


476 5 


3 




Advocate-General’s Establishment . . 


150 0 


0 


9 


3 


0 


159 3 


0 




Commissioner of Insolvency and Resident] 


155 10 


0 








155 10 


0 




Bench of Magistrates .... 


37 10 


0 








37 10 


0 




Resident Magistrate at Murray. 


75 0 


0 


3 


5 


0 


78 5 


0 




Coroner ...... 


115 12 


0 


3 


19 


0 


119 11 


0 




Sheriff and Gaol Establishment 


217 3 


4 


229 


5 






4 




Allowances to Witnesses .... 






61 


0 


0 


61 0 


0 




Ecclesiastical : — 


















Colonial Chaplain ..... 
Religion and Education .... 


87 10 


0 








87 10 


0 




Miscellaneous : — 


















Widows, Orphans, and Destitute Poor 


17 13 11 


117 






135 0 


11 




Interest on Colonial Revenue Securities 














Unforeseen Expenses . . . . 






708 


15 


7 






Ord. No.lo, 1846 


Public Works and Improvements 






4,909 










Town Surveyor, and Street Repairs, Adelaide 


50 0 


0 


774 






824 0 




Ord. No.12, 1846 


Debts of Corporation of Adelaide 














Total Salaries. .... 


7,083 2 1 














Total Contingencies. ... 






9,022 


5 


9 








Total Salaries and Contingencies . 












16,105 7 


10 




Incidental : — 


















Repayments to Land Fund . 


















Advance to Sheriff 












100 0 


0 




Grand Total ..... 


• • 










19,205 7 


10 



B. T. Finniss, Acting Colonial Treasurer. 



X 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




papers relative to emigration. 



Treasurer’s Balance on December 31, 1847. 



Balance on 1st October, 1841 .... 


£. s. d. 
.1,121 12 0 


£. s. d. 


Receipts : — 

Revenue . • 

Crown Land • • 


21,139 0 1 
12,884 13 9 
, 1,000 0 0 




Total Receipts 




43,345 5 10 


Payments 

Revenue 

Crown Lands . . • • . * 

Deposits in Vault . • * * 

Total Payments 

Treasurer’s Balance • 


19,205 1 10 
1 12,380 11 10 
1 9,000 0 0 






40,586 5 8 




2,159 0 2 







This Balance consists of— . 

Credit at the Bank of Australasia . . 

Notes of the Bank of Australasia . _ 
Notes of the Bank of South Australia . 



2,545 16 8 
213 0 0 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



Specie : — 

Gold . 

Silver 

. Copper . 

Balauce as above 





0 


3 


4 




0 


0 


2 




2,159 


0 


2 



Memorandum. 

£. s. d. 

Specie in Treasure Vault * 40,000 0 0 

Treasurer’s Balance . . 2,159 0 2 



Total Assets. . • 42,159 0 2 



B. T. Finniss, Acting Colonial Treasurer. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 13. 

Adelaide, January 3, 1848. 

Proceedings of a Board assembled this day at the Colonial Tre* mrjr C th “ 
and the amount at His credit at the Bank of Australasia. 



Enel. 3 in No. 13. 



The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 
Members : 

The Honourable the Colonial Treasurer. 

The Auditor-General. 

John Watts, Esq., Postmaster-General. 

John M‘ Laron, Esq., Deputy Surveyor-General. 



X 2 
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The Board having duly assembled, proceeded to the duty above detailed, and found as 
follows: — 

Amount deposited in the Treasure Vault :-=>■ £. s. d. 

Gold — Forty thousand pounds 40,000 0 0 



Amount in the Treasury Chest 

Notes, Bank of Australasia— Two hundred 

and thirteen pounds .... 213 0 0 

Silver— Three shillings and fourpence . 0 3 4 

Copper — Twopence . . • • 0 0 2 



213 3 6 



Amount at the Bank of Australasia, as certified by the Manager :— 

Two thousand five hundred and forty-five pounds sixteen 
shillings and eightpence ..... 2,545 16 8 

Grand Total .... 42,759 0 2 

Amounting 'to Forty-two thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine pounds and twopence 
sterling. 

A. M. Mundy, Colonial Secretary. 

B. T. Finniss, Colonial Treasurer. 

W. H. Maturin, Acting Auditor-General. 

' John Watts, Postmaster-General. 

J. M'LareN, Deputy Surveyor-General. 



,£500. Bank of Australasia, 

Adelaide, December 31, 1847. 

I hereby certify that the balance of cash at the credit of the Colonial Treasurer, for account 
of the Colonial Revenue in this bank at this date, is Five hundred pounds sterling. 

M. Mac Dermott, Manager. 



£2045. 16$. 8 d . ' Bank of Australasia, 

Adelaide, December 31, 1847. 

I hereby certify that the balance of cash at the credit of the Colonial Treasurer, for account 
of the Land Fund in this bank, at this date, is Two thousand and forty-five pounds sixteen 
shillings and eightpence sterling. 

M. Mac Dermott, Manager. 



(No. 8.) No. 14. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Robe to Earl Grey. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
January 21, 1848. 

My Lord, ( Received June 20, 1848.) 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit the immigration returns of this 
province for the quarter ended 31st December, 1 847. 

In the replies to the queries appended to these returns the Colonial Secretary 
has so fully set forth, the pressing necessity for immigrants, and the advantages 
which await persons of the industrious classes on their arrival in this province, 
that any additional observations from me would seem to be almost unnecessary. 

Considering, however, the very small number of emigrants sent out by the 
Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, in proportion to the funds placed 
at their disposal for the purpose, and the hindrance which that tardiness is upon 
the successful progress of this colony, it becomes my duty to embrace every 
favourable opportunity for bringing this subject prominently under your Lord- 
ship’s notice ; and I do so the more readily from a conviction that your Lordship 
feels as deeply interested in the success of this valuable, though remote, portion of 
the British dominions as I do, and is equally anxious with myself to promote the 
development of its many resources of wealth. 
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There are at this time large funds, both in England and on the spot, available A 
for emigration ; without referring to the accounts, I am quite within the mark in 
stating that they exceed 100,0001. These moneys are locked up without bearing 
interest : and notwithstanding my withholding mineral lands from the market, 
in consequence of the paucity of labour, the fund is accumulating at the rate ot 
3000 1. a-month, and would augment much faster if the Emigration Commis- 
sioners would only use increased exertions, and despatch double, treble, or even 
quadruple the number of ships as long as they are in funis so to do. 

1 A report lately reached the colony, brought out by Mr. John Morphett, one ol 
the non-official councillors, that the Commissioners had signified then- intention 
to suspend the despatch of emigrants to this colony The immediate efiect ot 
that report, whether well or ill-founded, was to raise the price of wages, already 
too high, and to indispose farm labourers to work the entire six days ol the 

T6 If the Emigration Commissioners have come to any determination to suspend 
shipments to 'this province, notwithstanding the ample funds at their disposal, 
they must have adopted that resolution in consequence of representations from 
other than the regularly authorized channel of communication, tor all my 
despatches to your Lordship on the subject of emigration have been urgent .in 
demand for large and speedy shipment of emigrants. All my calculations for the 
progress of the colony in its financial arrangements have been based on a con- 
fidence in the cordial co-operation of the Emigration Commissioners, and I have 
been supported in that confidence by the knowledge that my views have met with 
your Lordship’s concurrence. In like manner private speculations m the pur- 
chase of Crown lands have been based on tbe speedy conversion of the purchase- 
money into labour, whereby wages may be kept within fair ratio ot the prices ol 
food and other necessaries of life. The trade of the colony is also supported m 
expectation of increased productiveness of the soli and mines, and increased con- 
sumption of imported articles. Any stoppage of immigration must disappoint all 
these hopes, and create, or endanger the creation of a panic, most injurious to the 

welfare of the colony. , c ,, 

If the Emigration Commissioners were only aware how much of the piospenty 
of this colony depends on their exertions, and on the confidence which the colo- 
nists repose in them, they would, I am sure, spare no pains m recruiting he 
colony on the one hand, and allow no expression to escape from them which might 
tend to diminish that confidence on the other. . 

As I gather from the general tenor of your Lordships despatches that it is 
your anxious desire to conduct the administration of youp important department 
in the manner most acceptable to those whose interests are. committed to your 
charge, I can confidently recommend to your Lordship’s notice the all-important 
subject of emigration as one of engrossing interest to the people of bouth Aus- 
tralia, and which your powerful assistance is sure to command their warmest 
acknowledgments. k aye ^ c 

(Signed) • F. H. ROBE, Lieut. -Governor. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Euclosure in No. 14. 

No. 1. — Abstract op Quarterly Returns. 
Immigrants. 




For Quarter ending 31st December, 1847. 

A. M. Mundy, Colonial Secretary. 



No. 2. — Quarterly Return. 

Prices. 

Return showing the Average Retail Prices of Provisions and Clothing in the Colony of 
South Australia, in the Quarter ended the 31st December, 1847 . 



Articles. 


Quantity. 


Average 

Prices. 


Bread ..... 


per lb. 


s. d. 
0 11 


Butter, fresh .... 


, , 


1 4 


, , salt ..... 


, j 


1 0 


Blue ..... 


,, 


2 0 


Cheese . 


,, 


0 8 




, , 






per gallon 


0 n 


Lamp Oil ... 


2 6 


Meat (Beef and Mutton) . 


per lb. 




Oatmeal .... 


, , 


0 5 


Pepper ..... 


, , 


0 8 


Potatoes ..... 


, , 




Rice ..... 


,, 


0 2J 


Sugar ..... 


,, 


0 3* 


Salt ..... 


, , 




Soap . • 




0 3 i 


Starch ..... 


, , 


0 10 


Tea ..... 


, , 


2 0 


Tobacco ..... 




3 6 


Clothing. 






Blankets ..... 


per pair 


9 6 


Boots ..... 


, , 


13 6 


Bonnets ..... 


each 


2 0 


Calico ..... 


per yard 


0 4 


Caps (men’s) .... 


each 


3 6 


Duck Trowsers. 


per pair 


3 6 


Flannel 


per yard 


1 6 


Gown print .... 


per dress 


5 0 


Handkerchiefs .... 


each 


0 9 


Moleskin Coats and Trowsers 


,, 


18 0 


Straw Hats .... 


, , 


2 6 


Shirts ..... 


, , 


2 6 


Shoes (women’s) 


per pair 


5 6 


Shawls ..... 


each 


10 0 


Stockings (men’s) 


per pair 


1 6 


| , , (women’s) . 


” 


1 0 
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No. 3. — Quarterly Return. 



SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



Wages. 

Return showing the Average Wages of Mechanics and others in South Australia* for the 
Three Months ended the 31st December, 1847. 





Trade or Calling. 


Average Wages 
per diem, without 
Board or Lodging. 


Average 
Wages per 
diem, with 
Board and 
Lodging. 


Average Wages 
per annum, 
with. Board and 
Lodging. 


Highest and Lowest 
Rates. 




Highest. 


Lowest. 




Blacksmiths 


6 s. 6 d. 






Is. 


6s. 










5s. 












Bricklayers . 


6s. 9 d. 






7s. 6 d. 


6s. 






Brickmakers, per 1000. 


35 s. at the kiln 














Bullock Drivers . 


4s. 






4s. 6d. 


3s. 6 d. 










3s. 




3s. 63. 


2s. 6d. 






Carpenters . 


6s. 9 d. 






7s. 6d. 


6s. 






Cabinet-makers . 


6s. 0 d. 






7s. 6d. 


6s. 






Carriage-makers . 


6s. 9 d. 






Is. 6d. 


6s. 






Coopers 


6s. 9 d. 




































£28 


£30 


£26 






Females 






£18 


£20 


£16 






Day Labourers 


3s. 9d. 






4s. 


3s. 6 d. 






















Married couples . 






£40 to £50 










Single Men 






£25 to £30 










Masons . 


is. 






7s. 6 d. 


6s. 6 d. 






Mih era 


6s. 
















6s. 6 d. 






7s. 


6s. 








Is. 6d. 






8s. 


7s. 






Sawyers, per 1000 feet . 


£4 7s. 6d. 






£4 10*. 


£4 5s. 






Saddlers . . 


5s. 6d. 






6s. 


5s. 








6s. 






7s. 


5s. 






Shepherds . . 




12s. 




14s. 


10s. 






Shopmen . 




4s. 6 d. 




6s. 


3s. 






Tailors . » 


8d. per hour 
















5s. 6d. 






6s. 


5s. 






Wheelwrights 


6s. 9 d. 






7s. 6 d. 


6s. 
























5s. bd. 






5s. lOtZ. 


5s. 






Tributers . 


12s. 6 d. 






15s. 


10s. 






1. What is the expense of erecting 
a country dwelling suitable to an 
agricultural labourer? 

2. What is the rent of a town 
lodging suitable to a mechanic and 
his family ? 

3. What funds have been placed at 
your disposal during the past quarter, 
for the relief of immigrants ? 



4. Is there any fund in the Colony 
for the relief of destitute poor ? 

5. State the description of labour 
which is in request in the Colony ? 

6. Would the rate of immigration 
of the last quarter satisfy the existing 
demand for labour ? 



1. From 35 Z. to 50Z. 



2. From 6s. to 8s. per week. 



3. Persons in very destitute circumstances from general 
infirmity or ill health, or who have no friends in the Colony 
able to support them, receive relief from Government by an 
issue of rations or medicines ; they have also, when necessary, 
admission into the hospital, with the attendance of the colonial 
surgeon. The expense of supporting them during the past 
quarter was 135Z. Os. lie?. 

4. 500Z. has been voted for this service by the Legislative 
Council for 1847. 

5 and 6- Probably the best answer that could be given to 
these queries, would be to request attention to Return No. 3, 
hereto annexed, as the rates of wages, therein specified, afford 
the strongest proof of the great demand for, and the great 
scarcity of labour of all descriptions in our market ; and I 
may safely affirm, that the want of a more extensive supply of 
immigrants from the mother country than we are now re- 
ceiving was never more severely felt, either by those engaged 
in industrial pursuits, or by those requiring the services of 
domestic labour, than at the present time. 

It will be observed, that only three emigrant vessels have 
arrived during the past quarter, conveying but 488 adults, of 
whom a small proportion have been available for country ser- 
vice, or calculated to meet the pressing wants of the colonists 
•in the rural districts, where the scarcity of labour is now so 
much felt as seriously to retard those operations upon which 
the wealth, prosperity, and general comfort of the settlers so 
much depend. 

To show more clearly the present demand for labour, I may 
mention the fact, that no sooner does an emigrant ship arrive 
at Port Adelaide, a distance of nearly eight miles from the 
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. 0 f almost all grades are seen to visit the 
town. active competition then takes place to 

;TeCa— with the newUer, who k, the = 
Satioo”o -W- TZZtiS Z, 

e. the, very naturally wonld be. 
as tinder su esor bitant demands for wages, 

are tnduced to ■ tmke nost^ ^ ^ jn matjy CMM 

r«etd t°“S, avoid the inconvenience that would otherwise 

r ”fy ° f 

labour imported from the mother country was formerly re- 
,e red bVTmmiv-ration to some considerable extent from the 
Shorn™- colonies ; but now labourers are equally as 
scarce and wages equally as high in those porl.ons of Aus- 
scarce, ana w g 4 ^ ^ before. „ 0 longer expect 

to derive any assistance from those sources ; but for a supply 
rS' , all adeauate to the demand, we are dependent 
upon^the means provided for emigration by the Land Fund, 

“non the extent to which that fund is apphed, and upon the 
expedition with which the service in connexion with it is con- 

dl, I would not indeed attempt to specify very minutely, the 
description of labour most in request, all my remarks m pre- 
vious returns, in reference to that joint, being applicable a 
the present time ; but looking to the present aspect of affairs 
in this Colony and to the general prosperity which now pre- 
vails, I do not think that any number of immigrants hat 
could he sent here by the appropriation of the Land Fund, 
could, even were the whole amount of that fund to be ex- 
pended in that service within the next 12 months exceed or 
Sen satisfy the present and daily increasing demand foi 
labour, or cause any very sensible and permanent reduction in 
the rate of wages. The extension of agriculture which is en- 
couraged by the rapidly increasing consumption of gram and 
other farm produce at home, and the demand for them in the 
markets abroad, the natural annual increase of the flocks and 
herds, and the more general development of the mineral re- 
sources of the Colony, will sufficiently account for the con- 
tinually increasing demand for labour in connexion with 
agricultural, pastoral, and mining pursuits. 

It min-ht be observed also, that of those of the labouring 
classes who immigrate to this colony from Great Britain or 
elsewhere, a very large proportion are enabled, by he present 
hitrh rale of wages, to satisfy a very laudable ambition by the 
earlv purchase of sections of land, and thus not only to cease 
to require employment from others, but at once to become the 
employers of labourers themselves. Instances of this kind 
are at this time of very common, I may almost say, of daily 
occurrence. . „ 

These remarks apply, perhaps, more especially to miners 
and mechanics ; but the working-classes generally, if sober and 
industrious, all more or less participate in the advantages to be 
derived from the excess of their wages over their expenditure 
for the necessaries of life, and from the savings thus effected 
arises a continual demand for labour, which no probable 
amount of immigration which we can hope to receive coulu 
well satisfy. . „ f 

In endeavouring to account for the necessity now felt for a 
more liberal importation of immigrants into this province, it 
has also to be borne in mind, that the wealth acquired by 
mining proprietors must be employed in profitable pursuits, 
which affect to an immense extent, our labour murket. I he 
means are thereby afforded them of improving their properties, 
their dwellings are extended, and their domestic establish- 
ments increased. , , 

Funds to a considerable amount have been voted by tne 
Legislature for Government buildings (some of which are of 
<rreat magnitude) and the improvement of public roads ; these 
if carried on at once (admitting the possibility of doing so, 
which I do not) would materially affect the interests of the 
colonists at large ; and they are consequently suspended in 
anticipation of such an importation of labourers and mechanics 
from Great Britain as will alleviate the present scarcity in the 
labour market, and somewhat reduce the rate of wages to a 
standard more fixed. 

1 Could it he safely increased with 7. "Were the population to be augmented within the next 
reference to the supplies of food in 12 months to double its present amount, not any apprehension 
the Colony ? need be entertained upon this point. While considerable 

J ’ quantities of both flour aud grain are being exported to foreign 

markets, there still remains an abundant supply of such pro- 
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8. State any particulars relative to 
immigration, and the demand for 
labour which you think may be use- 
ful? 



duce for home consumption at low prices; and the natural in- , 
crease of the flocks and herds, as well as that caused by the 
importations of stock overland from New South Wales, for 
the sale of which great competition is thereby created, must 
ensure animal food for almost any number of people at prices 
so moderate as to enable the whole community to partake of 
it. The operation of boiling down the carcases of sheep and 
cattle for tallow has now commenced in this Colony. 

8. To this query I am unable to add anything to the remarks 
which have been made in previous returns. The immigrants 
imported during the last quarter were all conveyed here in a 
most healthy state ; and not only were no complaints pre- 
ferred by them on arrival, but they all united in expressions of 
thanks to those gentlemen under whose superintendence they 
were placed during the voyage ; and it is but due to the Sur- 
geon-Superintendents to state, that their zealous efforts to 
promote the comfort of the immigrants, and to discharge the 
important duties entrusted to them on board, entitle them, so 
far as I have had an opportunity of forming an opinion, to 
much praise. _ . . , a . 

A. M. Mundy, Colonial Secretary. 



Y 



SOUTH 

- AUSTRALIA. 
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SCHEDULE. 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 



Number I 
of 

Series. I 


of 

Jwpatch 


Date. 


SUBJECT. I 


’age. 


1 


13 


1848 
24 Jan. . 


No public money to be expended on the introduction of either 
Coolies or Chinese emigrants. 


159 


2 


14 


24 Jan. . 


Expressing satisfaction at the prospect of agriculture, and the 
sound Btate of society in the Colony. 


159 


3 


23 


12 Feb. . 


Progress of Emigration in the past year— means taken to in- 
crease it. 


159 


4 


28 


28 Feb. . 


Proposal of Emigration Commissioners to offer a free passage to 
Irish orphans between the ages of 14 and 18 — measures to be 
taken for their reception. 


160 


5 


30 


21 March 


The proposed further expenditure on Emigration assented to ; 
any available portion which may remain of the unapporiated 
annuity of the Land Fund to be applied towards the redemption 
of the public bonded debt of the colony. 


161 


6 


33 


28 March 


Inexpediency of complying with suggestion that only one emi- 
grant ship should be despatched between the 15th March and 
1st of June in each year — immigrants to be thrown as much 
j as possible on their own resources. 


162 


7 


34 


11 April. 


Irish Orphan Emigrants. Presbyterian Clergy to share in 
Superintending such as are Presbyterian. 

( Vide New South Wales Series, No. 3, p. 91.) 


163 


8 


23 


15 July . 


Proposed Rules for facilitating the Emigration of Relatives and 
Friends of Settlers. 


163 


9 


25 


15 July . 


Emigration of Irish Orphans — Proposed extension of Plan to 
English Workhouses. 

( Vide New South Wales Series, No. 9, p. 107.) 


164 


10 


26 


21 July . 


Corrects the mistaken idea that Emigration was to he stopped . 


164 


11 


34 


2 Aug. 


Correspondence with Lord Ashley on the Emigration of Children 
from the Ragged Schools. 

( Vide New South Wales Series, No. 12, p.112.) 


165 


12 


35 


3 Aug. 


Sends copy of Despatch to Governor of New South Wales, con- 
taining general views on promoting Emigration, and enclosing 
letter to Hon. F. Scott on that subject; together with the cor- 
respondence on the Emigration of British Refugee Workmen 
from Calais. 


165 
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SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA 



Despatches from the Secretary of State. 



(No. 13.) No - l - 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South Australia. 

glR Downing-street, January 24, 1848. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Lieut-Governor Robe’s Despatch 
No. 69, of the 8 th July last, accompanied by Immigration Returns for the quaiter 

en i C am glt/to'see the favourable accounts which the Lieut-Governor continued 
able to give of the arrangements on board the vessels arriving with emigrants sent 
out by the Government . 1 ’ I also feel that there is great weight m the objections 
he hi described to the introduction of either Coolies or Chinese 

the colony and doubtless it is much to he wished that, as long as possible, the 

population of the Australian colonies should continue to consist, in every class, of 

pe Should Man 6 or Chinese immigrants he brought over by individuals at their 
own expense, such an act cannot, ofeonrse.be interfered with ; but Jon iw.ll d - 
fcictly understand that no public money whatever ,s to be expended on that 

account I am, fcc.. 

The Officer administering tlie Government (Signed) GREA. 

of South Australia. 



Page 124. 



(No. 14.) N °- 2 - a ... • ,i N °' 2 ' 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South Australia. 

g iR Downing-street, January 24, 1848. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Lieut-Governor Rohe’s Despatch Plge 
No 72, of the 12th July last? forwarding a statement of a recent sale by auction of 
Crown lands, and I have derived much sanction both from 1*. .evidence wbh 
the Drices realised on that occasion afford of the value of land in South Australia, 
and P also the testimony which the Lieut-Governor s Despatch supplies respecting 
the progress of agriculture, and the sound state of society in the^^ 

The Officer administering the Government (Signed) GREY, 

of South Australia: 

(No 23 ) No. 3. 3> 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South Australia. 

„ Downing-street, February 12, 1S48. 

IE ’ I have received Lieut-Governor Rohe's Despatch, _No . 68 jof the ^(Stbof P.g. its. 

July last, accompanied by a memorial from several ^ 

proprietors of land in the colony, containing ^ 

in procuring a more rapid, supply of emigrants _ y ... - 

acquaint these gentlemen that I have perused b ^ view md 

them that I am fully alive to the importance othe«ida^vem^ w, 

am obliged to them for offermg such sugnestions as occurre 

6U having communicated with * he f ° t ^emoSS^ ^^“’oVthT Report Eltttctfrem uad 
the information of yourself and of the memonali^ throue hout the past Baud’. L.u« or 
received from that Board, by which it wfll be CbtotS 8 m2 that the •>*» «• 18 “’ 
year the emigration was maintained with 33 they 
Commissioners have the satisfaction of being ’ 

believe they have succeeded in obtaining eligible people. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



Enel, in No. 3. 



No. 4. 



P<tge 1 19. 



17th Feb. 1848. 



Vide page 88. 
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Considering, however, the extent to which the land revenue of South 
Australia continues to flourish, and being strongly impressed with the variety of 
benefits which must follow from pouring in a rapid supply of people from this 
country, I have directed the Commissioners to use their best endeavours to 
accelerate the progress of the emigration ; and I trust that a material increase 
will be effected in the numbers sent tq the colony this year. 

I have, &c., 

The Officer administering the Government (Signed) GREY, 

of South Australia. 



Enclosure in N o. 3, 

Extract of a Report from the Colonial Rand and Emigration Commissioners, dated 
January 24, 1848. 

We beg to enclose an Abstract showing the vessels and number of emigrants that have 
been despatched since the departure of the two ships above-mentioned, and adverting to the 
existing population of the colony. We would refer to that statement, as showing that consi- 
derable emigration is now in progress. 

We have not thought it necessary to remark upon the suggestions offered with a view to our 
overcoming the supposed difficulties in obtaining emigrants for South Australia, because we 
confidently hope that those whom we have lately despatched will be found suitable to. the 
colony, and that we shall be able to continue sending equally eligibe people. 

The memorialists may be assured that the “ Regulations respecting Age and Qualifications” 
shall be strictly attended to. 



Abstract of the Ships despatched to South Australia since the "Trafalgar ” and “La Belle 
Alliance,” aud of the total number of souls carried out in them, commencing April 13, and 



' British Sovereign” .... 
‘Cressy” ..... 


. 210 


. 278 


‘Rajah” ..... 


. 27 


‘Aboukir” ’ . . . . • . 


. 302 


‘Mariner” ..... 


. 253 


‘ Lady M‘Naughton ” 


. 261 


‘ Duchess of Northumberland ” 


. 255 


‘China” ....... 


. 239 


‘ Success ” .. . . . . 


. 220 


‘ David Malcolm ” ..... 


. 249 


Total « 


.. 2,294 



(No. 28:) No. 4'. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from- Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South Australia. 

Sir, Downing-street, February 28, 1848. 

I have received your Despatch, No. 51, of the 10th of May last, in which 
you suggest that almost the whole of that moiety of the Land Fund, which is not 
by law appropriated to emigration, ■ should be expended on that object, and that 
such extra expenditure should be considered as extinguishing the debt of 
56,14 61. 14s. 8 d., which at the time of the financial difficulties of South Australia 
remained, due: to: the Emigration Fund* 

Although I am not prepared to admit: that a valid claim could now be set up 
by any parties founded on the transfer of that amount from the Emigration Fund, 
yet considering the great advantage of maintaining a continuous stream of immi- 
gration, I have been, led iavourably to consider the proposal contained in the 
inclosed report from the Colonial' Land and Emigration Commissioners, that with 
a view of keeping up the supply of labour' required, a free passage to South Aus- 
tralia should be offered to certain J 'classes of orphans of both sexes in Ireland 
between the ages of 14 and 18. w 

Although 1 have not yet received any official communication, of the assent of 
the Irish government to the conditions of the proposal, T have no reason to doubt 
that it will be given, and I have therefore to desire that immediate measures may 
be taken to prepare for the reception of the intended emigrants. With this view 
such a committee as is suggested by the Commissioners should be formed, on 
which I hope that the prelates of both the Churches- of England and' of Rome will 
consent to serve, and also some of the leading clergymen of the other denomina- 
tions. 
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The first object of such committee when formed, should be to obtain a list of 
the mostTespectable persons in different parts of the colony to whom these orphans 
may be apprenticed as servants. In making the selection amongst the applicants 
for apprentices (who will probably be numerous), the preference should be given 
to those who will be able to offer to these young persons the greatest advantages 
in the way of instruction in the occupations which in after-life will be most useful 
to them ; and also in regard to their being placed within reach of the superintend- 
ence of some clergymen of their own religion. The terms upon which they are to 
be apprenticed must be fully explained, and it will be one of the duties of the pro- 
posed Committee to act as guardians to the orphans, and in case of their masters 
failing to discharge their duty towards them, to take measures for cancelling the 
indentures. . 

The enclosed report from the Commissioners will point out to you the advan- 
tages which they anticipate to the colony from this species of immigation. They 
are thus enabled to obtain a quicker supply of eligible emigrants than would 
otherwise have been practicable ; while by sending out a proportion of unmarried 
females, tliey are enabled to select good and useful labourers, who from being 
unmarried would otherwise have been ineligible : and, at the same time under the 
arrangement' proposed, the casual expenses attending the outfit, superintendence, 
and instruction of the intended emigrants will be defrayed from the funds of this 



country. 

The Officer administering the Government 
of South Australia. 



1 am, &c., 

(Signed) GREY. 



(No. 30.) No. 5. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South Australia. 

Downiag-streel, March '21, 1848. 



Sir, 



In my Despatch, Noi 28,-Ofthe 28th ultimo, Iacquainted you that although 
I did not think that a valid claim could now be set up by any parties founded on 
the transfer, in former years, of the amount of56,746Z. 14s. 8 d. from the Emigra- 
tion Fund; yet considering the importance of maintaining a continual stream of 
emigration, 1 had been willing to instruct the Commissioners of Emigration to 
endeavour to send out people more rapidly, and with a view to that object had 
authorized them to make their selections partly from a class of orphans in the 
workhouses in Ireland. In conformity with that general view, I applied to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury for their sanction to expending the above- 
mentioned sum of 56,746Z. 14s. 8 d. in emigration ; and further suggested, that if 
that course were adopted, it might probably be desirable, in order to remove all 
possibility of future complaint or misconception, to treat the transaction as tech- 
nically extinguishing the former debt from the General Revenue to the Land 
Revenue. , , , 

I now transmit to you, for your information and guidance, the enclosed copy ot 
a letter from the Treasury, by which yon will see that their Lordships have 
assented to the proposed course; but on the other hand, that it is their desire that 
any available portion_wbich may remain of tbe unappropriated moiety of the Land 
Fund, after contributing the foregoing amount towards emigration, and after 
defraying any other charges which are already imposed upon this revenue, should 
he applied towards the' redemption of the Public Bonded Debt of the colony. 
You will not fail duly to adhere to this direction in the future disposal of the Land 

Revenue. _ , _ 

I have, &Co 

The Officer administering the Government (Signed) GREY. 

of.South Australia. 



Enclosure in -No. 5. 

g iE ^ Treasury Chambers, March 8, I&48. 

With reference to your cmmnuhication dated the 14th tittimo, 1 hare it in emnmand 
to request that you trill acquaint Earl Grey that the Lorda-Cemmimioners of Majftyj 
Treasury entirely approre of the application to charges of emigration to South Austral^ 
such an amount out of that portion of theLand Food of the settlement wh.ch ,s not appropriated 
by la* to that mnpose, as shall, fully extinguish any debt that may be ajumed to re”"" 
unadjusted, in respect of advances made from the Land and Emigration Fu , in ai 
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No. 5. 



March 8. 



Enel, in No. 5. 




SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA. 



No. 6. 



Page 131. 
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— i i _ r-i nP thp colonv was under the direction of the South 

Revenue Fund, while the o * ^ ^ the" same time to request that you will call Lord 
Australian ^^X ^onded^eht, amounting to 85.800Z., charged upon the general revenue 
Grey s attention to to ' expe alency of taking advantage of the improved condition of 

of the colony, and to *e »hvi J be p ? acHca .ble, from the charge of that debt ; 

the colonial finances to rebel ohsefve to Earl Grey, that according to the state- 

and I am ^ Robe . s Despatch, and to the report of the Colonial Land 

ments annexed to Lieut-Go b assumed debts above adverted to, from the 

and Emigrate" Bowl «“ ^^7*”“°'“^ of the sum of56,746i. 14r. Si., to emi- 
Revenue tothe Em.gra^.0 F ^ , ller „; lh a moiety of somd further proceeds 

gration charges, a balance o . ju„ 0 | e d of- and you will suggest to his Lordship 

of land sales in this country^ Kcable to to redemption of the bonded debt; and that 

that these sums should h PI ^ m 0 t0 the Revenue Fund should also be 

S “1 to" t he dtwe of to rlainder of to bonds, amounting to 39,0001, whtch the 

.**» °f o ff , y may * 

the redemption of to annuities representing a principal sum 46,8001 ^ 

(Signed) C. E. TnEVELYiN. 
Herman Menvale, Esq., ' 6 

&c. &c. 

nSTo 33) ^°" 

rouY of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of South. Australia. 

g Downing-street, March 28, 1848. 

•tSSSS 1 S ffJSS-.;*-!;* - 

their conduct during the voyage, are very satisfactory and grahfymg. 

Iotawe it is stated hy the Colonial Secretary that, notwithstanding the large 
nnmherTf persons who had thus landed, the demand for labour continued as 
urgent as hrfore, and that the high rate of wages was maintained. In conse- 
quence however, of certain immigrants (principally Irish, selected by Sir M. 
ChapmanTnd apparently of an inferior description) having been thrown on the 
hanTof «te Government, owing to their arrival m the colony dnrmg the rainy 
season and being therefore unable to obtain private employment, the Colonial 
Secretary has suggested that only one emigrant ship should he despatched 
betweenthe 15th March and 1st June in each year. On this point I have thought 
bright to communicate with the Land and Emigration Commissioners and in 
transmitting to you the enclosed extract of their report, I have to state that for 
the reasons there assigned, I do not consider it would be expedient to suspend 

em i woffid forther“Crve!^ that ifit should again happen that immigrants should 
even for a time he thrown on the hands of the Government I am disposed to 
think, that it would he desirable, with a view to ensuring the omission of no 
effort on their own part to find private employment that no other assistance 
should be given to them than mere rations of food and such articles of clothing 
as maybe absolutely necessary in return for the labour performed by them. 

I have, &c., 

Lieut.-Govemor Robe, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 

6/ Enclosure in No. 6. 

(Extract.) Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 

March 18, 1848. 

Notwithstanding to large number of immigrants who had landed during the quarter, 
it is stated by the Colonial Secretary that the demand for labour continued as urgent as before, 
and that the high rate of wages was maintained. Nevertheless, in consequence of certain im- 
migrants fprincipaUv Irish, selected by SirM. Chapman, and apparently of an inferior descrip- 
tion having been thrown on the hands of to Government, by reason of then- arriving dnrmg 
the rainy Mason, and being, therefore, unable to obtain private employment, the Colonial Se- 
cretary has suggested . flint only one emigrant ship should be despatched between the 15th 
March and the 1st June in each year. . , . . ,, 

The object of this recommendation is to prevent the arrival of immigrants during the rainy 
season, and the Lieut.-Govemor gives a qualified assent to it, provided the diminution in the 
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number of immigrants caused by this temporary suspension were made up by an increased 
immigration in the succeeding months. It would, however, be impossible for us, if the recom- 
mendation were adopted, to guarantee such an increased immigration. On the contrary, the 
summer months in England, during which immigrants must be despatched to reach South 
Australia in September, October, and November, being, for obvious reasons, the months during 
which it is most difficult to keep up the stream of emigration from this country the probability 
is that we shall, under any circumstances, be unable to supply the average numberof emigrants 
during that season. We fear, therefore, that to adopt the Colonial Secretary s suggestion 
would 6 expose the colony to an inconvenience more considerable than it is intended to avoid. 



No. .7. 

Vide New South Wales Series, No. 3, page 91. 

On the subject of Irish Orphan Emigrants. Presbyterian Clergy to share in 
superintending such as are Presbyterian. 



(No. 23.) No. 8. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Lieut.-Governor Sir H. Young. 
g IR ^ D owning-street, July 15, 1848. 

I have received your predecessor’s Despatch, No. 2, of the 8th of 
January last, submitting a series of rules which he had adopted, with the advice 
of the Executive Council, for the purpose of facilitating the emigration of the 
relativesand friends of settlers already established m the colony. 

Having referred those rules for the consideration of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners, I transmit herewith, for youi - information, an 
extract from a report from that Board. You will perceive that the Commis- 
sioners have pointed out certain inconveniences might attend the plan. 1 am, 
however, so desirous fully to ascertain whether it will work acceptably to the 
colonists, that I do not -consider those reasons sufficient to interfere with it at 
• present, and I am prepared to sanction the further trial of the experiment, 

unless I should be informed that you adopt those objections. 

I have further to acquaint you that I do not perceive any otyection to the 
' increase which you propose in the size of the allotments of land offered for sale. 

I am, &c., 

Lieut-Governor Sir H. Young, " (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Page 139. 



Enclosure in No. 8. Enel, in No. 8. 

Extract of a Export from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, dated 
June 23, 1848. 

For the details of the scheme we would beg leave to refer to the clear and brief expla- 
nation which is afforded in the Governor's Despatch. . 

With reference to his concluding paragraph it is scarcely necessary that we should state tha 
he mav confidently rely noon our affording the local authorities the cordial co-operation which 
heSr?n ^rrying y o,iasfar as may be practicable, the wishes of the settlers ; and we 
would bee to add, {hat even if the rules, as now framed, of this department should be found to 
interfere with our proceedings, we should not hesitate to apply to Lord Grey for authority to 
mSify them, provided we Sold do so without incurring any serious inconvenience to the 
public service which has been confided to us. _ . , , . , . 

P Having given this assurance to the local authorities, the onLy rule to wh^ we thmk it ne^ 
sary to alvfrt is the first. It secures to every purchaser of Crown land the ngh to nomimtte 
for free passages three statute adults for every ta. of' h« pmchase-money. Thu I npm .canon 
must be made 8 at the time of paymeut.-expla ned to be with, none nunAt 'rom th e ale,-amt 
flip people so nominated must be eligible in all respects, according to o > , . ,. 

s2r P The rule contains the following provision That if .such nominees be ^ljgible, 
uSble, or unwilling to embark when and where the Commissioners may direct, the appoint 
ment of others in their stead shall rest with the Commissioners. - H that 

We anticipate some difficulty in giving effect to this proviso It is ““‘ P” 1 
many of the nominated persons will turn out to be ineligible according to our ^rules but if 
Eject them we fear that their relatives in. the .colony , who i may .hate 

with a view to the advantage which the regulation affords, of han g p disappoint- 

at. the public expense and under public management, will experience very g 
ment. This, however, is a point which may not have they 

We feel that practically it may lead to inconvenience, but if, after this expla a , y 
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SOUTH should continue to be in favour of the rule, « o*e7to 

AUSTRALIA. • outi as neither on the one hand o samta ™ ^ Zuld be borne in 

S3 w“Lt XTSr this view we relax our rules, many inferior emigrants may 
probably be introduced into the colony at the public expense. 



No. 9. 

Vide New South Wales Series, No. 9, page 107. 

On subject of Emigration of Irish Orphans, and proposed Extension of Plan 
to English Workhouses. 



No. 10. 



Page 143. 
Page 145. 
Page 150. 



(No. 26.) No - 10 ' 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Lieut.-Governor Sir H. F, Young. 
g iR Downing-street, July 21, 1848. 

1K ’ I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I have duly received the following 
despatches from your predecessor : No. 4, of the 14th January, enclosing a memorial 
from the St. Andrew’s Society, expressive of their alarm at a rumour a 
emigration to South Australia was about to be stopped. No. 6, of the lbth 
January, accompanied by a statement of the revenue and expenditure lor the 
quartet ending 3 ? lst of December, 1847 ; and No. 8, of the 21st January, in which 
Colonel Robe earnestly remonstrated against the supposed intention of the 
emigration Commissioners to cease sending out labourers to South Australia. 

2. The first remark I have to make upon these despatches, is to express the 
satisfaction with which I have perused the favourable accounts which they con- 
tain, and especially the evidences of an undimmished demand for labour in the 
colony, of a remunerative rate of wages to the industrious workman, and of a cheap 

market for the principal articles of consumption. . 

3. But the subject which had naturally excited most attention in the colony 
was, the rumoured stoppage of emigration. The constant and unceasing influx of 
emigrants from that date up to the present time, must long ago, I trust, have 
convinced all in the colony that the report was mistaken This experience will, 

I hope, have dispelled any feeling of dissatisfaction toward the Board of Emigra- 
tion which such a rumour, until corrected, may have produced, and. from the high 
character and position of the gentleman with whom this report is understood to 
have originated, I cannot doubt that he will toe been the first to endeavour to 
prevent any ill consequences from an alarm which he can only hf ve excited under 

some misapprehension. . . , , 

4 The best proof that no such unwise intention as the one supposed had ever 
existed, may perhaps be afforded by the enclosed extract from a report with which 
I desired the Emigration Commissioners to furnish me upon the progress or their 
measures for sending out emigrants to South Australia. You will perceive that 
the population of South Australia, of which we had accounts up to the beginning 
of 1846 havincr been about 22,390, the Commissioners have, in the short period 
which has since elapsed, sent out upwards of 7,300 souls, being an addition very 
nearly equal to one-third of the whole of the existing population. It is fully 
intended to prosecute the emigration with vigour, and 1 earnestly hope that no 
misconception which may for a moment have prevailed, may lead the inhabitants 
of South Australia to doubt the anxious desire of Her Majesty’s Government to 
do justice to the claims of their colony, and to sustain, by a steady supply of 
labour, those gratifying advances which it has been progressively making m 
prosperity. 

I am, &c. 

Lieut.-Governor Sir H. F. Young, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enel, in No. 10. 



Enclosure in No. 10. 

Extract of Letter from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to 
H. Merivale, Esq., dated 6th July, 1848. 

We shall, in obedience to the directions which have been conveyed to us, continue to use 
every exertion to meet the wishes of the local authorities and the colonists by keeping up this 
emigration, but in order to show that emigration, proportionate to the means provided, has 
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token place, we think it only necessary to state the numbers despatched since the beginning of 
1846 and the liabilities incurred on account of this service. 

At that time the population of South Australia was 22,390 souls t When the ships now on 
their wav shall have reached the colony, there will have been added to its population 7,326 
souls of whom 2,668 would arrive there subsequently to the date of the Governor s present 
despatch The liabilities incurred on account of this emigration, amount to upwards of 
88 OOOZ ’ exclusive of the gratuities to the officers, which are paid m the colony. During 
1846 and 1847, the receipts for land amounted to 110,0002., and the present despatch, Iso. 6, 
of the 16th January last shows, that during 1847, there was only received somewhat more than 
35,0002. The receipts for this year, of course, are as yet unknown to us, and therefore the 
balance of the land fund remaining unappropriated camiot be given. 



No. 11. 

(Vide New South Wales Series, No. 12, page 1 12.) 

Referring to Correspondence with Lord Ashley on Emigration of Children 
from the Ragged Schools. 



(No. 35.) No - 12 - 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Lieut-Governor Sir H. F. Young. 
giB Downing-street, August 3, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a Despatch which I not long since 
addressed to the Governor of New South Wales, in reference to the report of a 
(Committee 0 of Council in that colony npon Emigration As I had — m 
that Despatch to enter very fully into some of the general views of Her Majesty s 
Government upon this imp'ortani subject and to explain 

the latest proceedings connected with it, I cannot better convey the same into 
mation to you than by referring you to this document. ^ 

Lieut-Governor Sir H. F. Young, (Signed) GRE 



&c. & c. &c. 



SOUTH 
; AUSTRALIA. 



No. 11. 



No. 12. 



For No. 108, 7th 
July, 1848, and the 
10 Enclosures ac- 
companying it, see 
page 92 of this 
Paper. 



No. 108, 7 th July, 
1848. 
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Despatches from the Acting-Governor. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 



DESPATCHES FROM THE ACTING-GOVERNOR. 



Number 

Series 


"lumber 

of 

)espatch 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. | 


1 


27 


1847. 
30 June . 


Mr. Peel’ 8 surrender of Land for Town of Rocking- 
ham. 

(For Answer, vide p. 187.) 


169 


2 


36 


16 July . 


Introduction of German Emigrants . . . , . 

(For Answer, vide p. 187,) 


169 


3 


48 


2 Sep. . 


Address to Legislative Council on want of Labour . 
(For Answer, vide p. 188.) 


171 


4 

5 


49 

1 


1848. 

7 Jan. . 


Mr. Peel’s surrender of Land 

(For Answer, vide p. 187.) 

Australian Land Sales Amendment Act ; Operation 
of in Western Australia. 

(For Answer, vide p. 189.) 


173 

174 


6 


18 


: 4 Feb. . 


Tabular Report of Guardian of Juvenile Emigrants 
(For Answer, vide p. 189.) 


174 


i 7 

j 


24 


17 Feb. . 


Report on Labour by Committee of Legislative 
Council. 

(For Answer, vide p. 192.) 


179 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 



Despatches from the Acting-Governor. 



(No. 27.) No. 1. N °- '• 

Copt of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Irwin to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Perth, Answered Feb. s 

Mt Lord, June 30. 1847. 1848 ‘ 18; ' 

(Received October 27, 1847.) 

I have the honour to report an arrangement, subject to your Lordship’s 
approval, which I had entered into with Mr. Thomas Peel for the liquidation 
of his debt to the Crown, by accepting the surrender in favour of the local 
Government, of a block of land at the value of 20s. per acre. 

The town site of Rockingham, which has recently been laid out, and a 
portion of it thrown open to the public, adjoins the land of Mr. Thomas Peel ; 
and having, with the concurrence of the Executive Council, deemed it very 
desirable to extend the limits of the town site by the block of land in question, 
which, exclusive of other advantages, is especially valuable, ,as possessing the 
deepest water frontage in Mangles Bay, on which the town is situated, I have 
been induced to enter into this arrangement, particularly as there does not 
appear any prospect of Mr. Peel being able to liquidate his debt to the Govern- 
ment, otherwise than as in this manner by the surrender of a portion of has 
land. The local Government feels averse to pressing Mr. Peel to extremities, 
as he was ruined by his exertions to promote the establishment of the colony 
at its commencement, and the debt in question was for provision for a very 
valuable body of men then introduced by him into the colony. 

The total amount of Mr. Peel’s debt, with interest, to the 31st March last, 

was £3828 3 4 

The quantity of land of which it is proposed to accept 
the surrender is 1372 acres, which at 20s. per acre 

will reduce his debt to £2456 3 4 

I trust this arrangement will meet with your Lordship’s sanction. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. &c. 



1372 0 0 



(No. 36.) 2- 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Irwin to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Perth, 

My Lord July 16, 1847. 

’ (. Received October 27, 1 847.) 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a Report of a Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Council of this colony “ appointed to mquire and 
“ report whether any and what steps can be taken to induce and lacihtate toe 
« immigration of Germans,’’ which I have been requested by that body to ay 

before your Lordship for your favourable consideration. . ^ 

One of the recommendations of the Committee respecting the naturalization 
of the Germans, I would particularly 'draw your Lordship’s attention to, as it 

2 A 2 



Answered Jan. 22, 
1848, page 187. 
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appears that these people hail as a peculiar boon the privileges they ^ allowed 
to acquire in that Particular in New Zealand ; and I would request that, should 
itaeTe any concision in favour of that colony, the same advantages may also 
be extended to Western Australia. Should your Lordship see fit to adopt the 
suggestion of the Committee with regard to the transmitting authority for an 
Artof naturalization by the same ship which may convey a body of Germans 
to this settlement, I have no doubt that it would prove a great inducement to 

would result to this colony to which immigration 
from the mother country has almost wholly ceased, from the encouragement 
to settle amongst us of so valuable a class as German immigrants generally 
prove, 'lead me to request that your Lordship will be pleased to give the subject 

vour earliest and most favourable consideration. 

J I nave, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enel, in No. 2. 



Enclosure in No. 2. 



Report of the Committee of the Leoislxtive Council, appointed July 8, 1847, on the 
Motion of the Hon. the Advocate-General, to inquire and report whether any and what steps 
can be taken to induce and facilitate the immigration of Germans. 



ue ittikeu tu inuuoc ouu — o 

Your Committee having given the subject of German immigration their fullest atten- 
tion. be? leave to report as follows : — , , . . 

It appears from documents laid before your Committee that the tendency to emigratiou 
from the German States is on the increase; that it consists mainly of the pastoral and agri- 
cultural population, accustomed also to the cultivation of the vine, and to various simple 
domestic manufactures and handicrafts; that the annual average emigration exceeds 30 000, 
taking with them above 750,0002. sterling, or 25Z. per head of all ages and sexes ; that the 
attention of the German population has been directed of late to Australia as a scene of colo- 
nization, in consequence, as they state, of the local jealousy, the impotent government, the 
slavery and consequent insecurity of life and property, the public bad faith, and the remoteness 
of land open to purchase in the United States of America, as well as its variable climate; 
while the disturbed state of the South American States and of South Africa operate against 
emigration thither. The latter cause will for some time also act against New Zealand, which 
the Germans at first preferred to Australia. . . , , „ . 

Jt also appears that the Germans prefer emigrating in large bodies, and forming separate 
settlements ; that they do so with the object of ultimately becoming small landowners ; that 
thev generally settle on a spot without any intention of further change ; that they are very 
sober, patient, industrious, and economical, and hoard their earnings to invest in the purchase 

° f Your Committee feel convinced that the character of the Germans as an orderly, religious, 
honest, and persevering population, and especially their disposition to force into cultivation 
small rich spots of land for the cheap and abundant supply of local markets, as illustrated by 
the manner in which they raise and carry produce into Adelaide from a distance of many miles, 
renders them eminently qualified to prosper and be of service in this colony. 

Your Committee cannot refrain also from observing, that since a certain degree ot jealousy, 
and an unwise attempt of her rulers to force Germany into a manufacturing nation, tends to 
obstruct the British trade with those States and diminish the consumption in Germany of 
British goods, it becomes the more desirable for Her Majesty’s Government to offer especial 
facilities to the migration of the German consumer to her own colonies, where the import, of 
her manufactures will not only be unimpeded hut encouraged. . 

The peculiar circumstances of Western Australia seem also to render it eminently suited 
for forming German settlements. . 

It is the nearest to Germany of all the Australian colonies. It has the most equable 
climate in Australia. Its soils and climate have been proved eminently qualified for the vine, 
olive and silk mulberry. The vast extent of land of every quality in private hands ensures an 
ample supply of farms of all sorts and sizes upon most advantageous terms. The aborigines 
have long ceased to offer any cause for uneasiness, and are perfectly friendly and of consider- 
able utility, though few in number. The great demand for extra hands at particular seasons 
at hicrh wages, and the regular demand at wages (at present 3s. 6 d. per diem) of which a 
German labourer would live in comfort on less than half, even if he had to buy the articles, 
insure him the means of laying up capital to purchase land : while the low prices of stock of all 
sorts (which may be averaged at — horses, 15?. ; homed cattle, 71.; ewes, 7s. ; goats, 3s. ; and 
pigs and poultry in proportion), enable him to invest his savings in what will yield him an 
immediate return 



imediate return. . , . , 

Moreover, the increasing trade in sandal wood not only opens a proportionate demand tor 
labour of all sorts, but supplies valuable cargoes to China for the ,r Bremen and other 
German immigrant ships which should arrive here. . 

Many valuable domestic manufactures are also greatly required among us, in which the 
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Pei-man ueasant is skilled : and, lastly, the annual increase of our Bocks affords an increasing 
°‘™ng for the German shepherds to lend sheep, themselves in genera of Saaon ongin 

till after two years residence proposals from private parties for the 

Your Committee ; <*ose take bul „ £, circumstances must 
leasing of lands su jec g German until arrival, and there is reason to believe that 

in every such case be unknown^ tote ^ tfcSkty of all particulars before s.art- 
an essential requ.^ ^su* ^r. th rf ,he Government, or of sLe great public body, 
Sly ™nld earSCrees on th ? e attention of the Government the policy of adopting some, or 

^ffeS&nh^ 

hands of a Ger ”“ T"^ s , 0 g tl | m wi So„t rent for a period of five years, with power to 
Phi Ta & ,5? “ U per acre a. any time during that period, under the stxth clause 
of *e 'ecent Act ^"Went for e «« o f was rf ^ of la „ di engaging, so soon as the 

JSStrf *M0 llshlld be surlderelo grant aright of selection h, trustees of an equal 

extent to be used as follows for a Gem.au h during th at period at n. 

p JP U ?n11 G „“pt r il e S P P— surrendering, in lieu of 

By this plan, the unoccupied landsbe o , .ul Crown, both for lease and purchase, 

ThkcTrclr^ldlr— 1 iS'ldl’^ud for import goods cousmndy 

lllne,* 7 0ur ^^^^g^^^glgStionlE'rropef Iwellas^elaloiSe&rts of our^are 
parties conueeted ™* h Ge ™“ ld J c „ c0 „ragement to our exertions on this subject, and 
valued governor, Mr. Hutt, hold out every “B a be ne6t as the systematic formation 

render it onr duty to omit no .means to obUun so tmporttmt ^ by ^ 

of German settlements in this colo y. , ^ relaxation of the navigation laws in 

friends of German colonisation m Ausbuta, clmrXXm declined t f enter, being 

favour of German sapping, t ; on „hh as few difficulties as possible. They conclude 
desirous to embarrass the princ p q rpPommen( lation that every publicity be given to the 
their present f Report therefore th,U hi, S^u^ b. guested «. 

CSrhlm«Lry of StaL *£^££5 ££& IKS 

^ihhes of 

Western Australia. Bichard W. Nash, Chairman of Committee. 

Presented and unanimously adopted at a meeting the LegMve Council, held July IS, 
18 47, and ordered to he printed for — Sion to^ngW ^ ^ 



WESrEEN 

AUSTRALIA. 



No. 3. 



No. 3 



Extract of a DESPATCH from the Governor of W^m AustrMia to the 

Right Hon. Earl Grey, dated Perth,. 2nd September, 1847, No. «. ^ w> 

(Received January 1, 1848.) 1848j page 188 . 

I beg to refer your Lordship to the annexed extract from the minutes of 
the Legislative Conned, containing my address on the opening of the session. 
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Enclosure in No. 3. 

Extents of an Abdkkss from A. Go™*» to the Lxmi Cooncio of Wbs™ 
Australia. 

With increased resources I shall be 

public service. One of these, the dema Jhich is applicable to the introduction of 

balance of the fund derived from 5U „„ and management, 

labour from the United Won. .after This is perhaps, unite 
amounts to a sum totally inadequate PBr ,.XFlv independent of other considerations, 

present circnmstances, less to he regretted, with a 

ssnfs s«fr. 

Tthem out of the wages of the first year. The colenial sehooner can provide accommodation 
« or upward, of these people' but should this description of labourers answer he 
expectations formed of them, I have directed such arrangements to be made " r * 

colony to obtain further-supplies from time to time by trarhng-vessels coming from that^qu.«en . 

Information also has lately been received that a supply of labour can be had Item V an 
Diemen's Land of the kind most required by the farming interests, from a cl “? " h f ° ™ ly 
emigrated as free settlers, but ivho are now understood to be desirous of removing from thence, 
owing to the very inadequate wages they receive, in consequence iof the oountrybeing overrun 
with probationers. It would not be advisable to despatch the colonial schooner thithor at this 
inclement season ; hut it is my intention that she should proceed on a special public service to 
thfe^™ colonies on her rsLn from Sincaporo, when, should the mtemahe. > aMed 

to prove correct, the commander will be instructed to give , a free passage to as many 0 this 
class as may be sent for by the settlers, to the extent of the accommodation the vessel can 

aff The next subject to which I would advert is the progress of tile surveys. The lands 
which have been marked out during the past year amount to 86,566 acres, which complete 
the survey of all tile alienated lands in the Swan, Canning, Williams, Kojonup, Lakes, Wel- 
lington, CocMmrn Sounds, and nearly the Murray districts. The portion of the lands w hmh 
still remain to he surveyed are those situated in the Avon, Plantagenet, Sussex, and Iitelend 
districts. The above quantity falls short of the number of acres surveyed m former years 
which is partly to be attributed to the indisposition of several of the membem of our small 
survey force, and partly to the employment of others in explorations m the survey of the town 
site of Guildford, and a new village for aboriginal natives at Goolelal e8 P eclall f 
out the main roads between Fremantle and Perth, between Perth and Guildford, and between 
Guildford and York. The advanced state of the surveys has enabled the Government to turn 
its attention during the past year to this latter most important branch of the service Ihe 
lines of road which are now under survey extend from Bumbury to Bussolton, and fiom 
Bumbury to Kojonup. Ou the completion of these it is intended to mark out linos of road 
extending from Guildford to Northam, from the Swan to Toodyay and one to connect the 
extremities of the Avon and Toodyay districts. These embrace almost every line required 
at present in the located districts, and will constitute a Beries of good roods permanently laid 
out and. marked. , 

With the view of rendering available those which have already been surveyed and laid out, 
particularly the road between York and Perth, on which the most traffic is carried on as' also 
to finish that between Australind and Bumbury, and to make certain repairs required on the 
roads in the Plantagenet district, as large a -proportion of our finances as could be spared tor 
this head of the service has been set apart on the estimates. By this outlay additional value 
will he conferred on the lands through which these roads pass— the producer and consumer 
will be brought more readily together— exports facilitated, and readier access to the interior 
afforded to °the future as well as the resident settler. Connected with this head, I have 
directed in compliance with the request of the Roads Trust, a sum of 300Z. to be placed on the 
estimates towards the .erection of a bridge across the Swan near Fremantle, the total cost ot 
which, it is supposed, will be 600Z. I have been induced to propose this heavy item of ex- 
penditure to the Council from the important benefits with which it will be attended— the more 
close connexion of the seat of Government with the port having been a great desideratum from 
the foundation of the colony, the present mode of intercourse % means of fhe ferry being long 
complained of by file public as both expensive and tedious. 

Durino- the year much nautical information has been added to the charts of the coasts and 
anchorages between Rottnest Island and Warnbro’ .Sound, .originating in the investigation 
which had been ordered by my latter lamented predecessor, in the month of July last, of the 
water frontage of Rockingham, for the purpose of ascertaining what were the facilities afforded 
by it as a shipping port for naval timber. On examination by the Surveyor-General, the 
result proved highly satisfactory ; that officer found the depth of water to be 5 to 6 fathoms at 
100 yards from the beach, and 10 to 11 fathoms at a cable’s length farther out, on a bottom 
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of the best possible holding ground, consisting of clay. This deep water frontage extends for imralxiL. 

more than a mile on this valuable anchorage, and is sheltered from, every wind. Vessels of the 

largest burden may discharge their cargoes in safety and the heaviest naval timber may be 
shipped, with facility from a short jetty which it is proposed to run out into deep water. The 
entrance from seaward into this excellent harbour for vessels of large size, will be by the 
passage into Gockburn Sound,, between Garden Island and Carnac ; while coasters from the 
southward can approach by the channel between Garden Island and the main, which.has been 
lately carefully surveyed, and found adapted for vessels drawing not more than 12 feet water. 

On the shores of this fine bay the town site of Rockingham has lately been laid out The 
advantages of its position are striking — abundance of excellent water and building materials, 
consisting of stones, lime, and timber, are found on the town site and its vicinity ; whilst the 
nature of the country is such as to afford an easy access from the interior for the conveyance of 
the fine timber growing, in that neighbourhood. Being anxious to afford every facility to 
persons desirous of locating themselves on so favourable a position. I have directed the town 
site to be thrown open to the public, and the allotments for the next 12 months at least, to be 
sold at so low a rate as to be accessible to all. I have also directed the half of the proceeds of 
the allotments which may be sold,, and' which is all that can be applied, to be expended in die 
Construction of a jetty, and of a street leading to it from the country. 

In consequence of the representations made to me of the serious expense and inconvenience 
to which the traders are at present subject in getting their goods from shipboard to Perth, I 
have directed the completion of a stone jetty at the extremity of the south bay, Fremantle, 
alongside of which large boats will be enabled to discharge their cargoes. The work proposed 
will also embrace a macadamised road, connecting the jetty with Cliff-street, which is already 
macadamised, at the extremity of which is the jetty in the North Bay, within the river. These 
jetties are intended subsequently to be connected by a tram-road, which may he- done at a 
small' expense, and thus the grievance complained of removed. 

The exports exceed those of the former year by 6869Z. 3s. 4 d. This increase brings the 
exports within 4000 Z. or 5000Z. of the imports. Strictly speaking, a large shipment of naval 
timber, the first which has been made, for Her Majesty’s dockyard, should be added to this 
amount. It had been long prepared, but no vessel could be chartered to take it until the be- 
ginning of the present year. Should this specimen be approved, of which I entertain not the 
smallest doubt, we may look forward to the realization of a source of wealth in our splendid 
and inexhaustible timber, which being on the surface and readily accessible will perhaps be 
found to add more to the general prosperity than the more alluring one of mines. 



(No. 49.) No. 4. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Irwin to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Perth, 

My Lord, September 2, 1847- 

( Received December 21, 1847.) 



No. 4. 



Answered Feb. 5, 
1848, page 187. 



With reference to my Despatch, No. 27, of 30th June, informing your Page 169. 
Lordship of an arrangement entered into with Mr. Thomas Peel for the liqui- 
dation of a part of his debt by accepting the surrender of 1372 acres of land 
adjoining the town site of Rockingham at 20s. per acre, I have now the honour 
to forward the enclosed tracings, two in number, explanatory of the position 
and quantity of land formerly reserved for the town site and of the additional 
quantity which rt has been considered desirable to obtain from Mr. Peel. 

The assignment of Mr. Peel’s location having been made in the early days of 
the colony, before the existence of the deep water frontage on Mangles Bay, 
and its consequent great public value, had been ascertained or appreciated, the 
subsequent reserve for the town site of Rockingham was forced into the incon- 
venient shape of a triangle, and some of the deepest water frontage on its 
excellent anchorage excluded from its limits. 

By the acquisition of the 1372 acres in question, the means will be afforded 
of laying out the town site with uniformity — two excellent sites for fortifications, 
with contiguous law land, will be secured, and two abundant heads of perma- 
nent fresh water will be at command for supplying the town. 

The great value of these advantages so necessary to promote the welfare of 
a rising town, will be more readily perceived by inspection of the plans than by 
any explanation I can give. 

In conclusion, I may add that the facilities afforded by this harbour for 
loading cargo are fully appreciated by the public, and a vessel from South 
Australia is at present taking cm board live stock for the Mauritius at that 



anchorage. 



I have, &c. 



The Right Hon. Earl Grey, • (Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 

&c. Sec. Sec. 
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No. 5. 

Answered May 28, 



Clause 6. 
Clause 10. 



(No. 1.) No. 5. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Irwin to Earl Grey. 

Government House, Perth, 

My Lord, January 7, 1848. 

( Received April 22, 1848.). 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
Despatch, No. 14, of 13th January, 1847, enclosing a copy of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, 9 and 10 Vic. c. 104, entitled “The Australian Land Sales Amendment 
Act,” and directing no time to be lost in promulgating the proclamaton neces- 
sary for bringing that Act into operation. 

By the first clause of the Act it is provided that every demise or license 
shall be made or granted, subject to the rules and regulations* thereinafter 
provided, which rules and regulations may be made by Her Majesty in 
Council, or Her Majesty may, by Order in Council, delegate all or any of the 
powers vested in Her Majesty by the said Act to the Governor of the colony. 
Neither the rules and regulations, nor the Order in Council above mentioned 
have as yet been received by me; and as the Act cannot be carried into 
operation without them, I am compelled to postpone issuing the proclamation 
until I am in possession of further instructions from your Lordship. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 



(No. 18.) No. 6. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Irwin to Earl Grey. 

, . Government House, Perth, 

My Lord, February 4, 1848. 

( Received May 24, 1848.) 

- 1 “ ATE the honour to transmit herewith the annual tabular report of 

the Guardian of Government juvenile immigrants. 

The indentures of the first boys sent from Parkhurst to this colony have 
lately expired, and they have accordingly been discharged. It was apprehended 
that most of these lads would have returned to England, but it is satisfactory to 
find that they have shown no inclination to leave this colony: most of them 
have expressed their intention of remaining some years, well aware that they 
possess advantages here, which they would not have in England, of obtaining 
constant employment at high wages. They have now dispersed over the 
colony, and have obtained employment at wages varying from 30s. to U pel- 
month, with hoard. One of them has engaged with the principal halier in 
Perth as a journeyman at 31. per month. 

The deficiency in the wages of these boys from the fault of the late Guardian, 
as reported in my Despatch No. 43, of 26th August, amounted to 591. 12s. 5 d 
As some tune would elapse before the indentures of any of the other lads would 
?£. re V I Tu !dere ? 14 iett , e / *° w their wages in full; because, otherwise, 
distrust and discontent would have arisen in the minds of all the lads ; and if 
their earnings was allowed to be affected by the act of the late 
S&otr th? “in’? the Ptf" 4 woali shaken, and his control and 
anf nim of ^ b< L S"? 41 ? lessened. Besides which, the great end 
apprenticeship is to reclaim them, and to instil Site their 
mmds principles of honesty ; and should they he restored to society smarting 
feuh of an nffi™ havm g themselves suffered severely, and that through the 

Of an amount in the bank not placed to the 
credit of any particular boy by the late Guar- 
dian 



dian 

And the balance I have taken from the interest 
accumulated on the wages deposited in the 



5 0 7 



5 3 1 



£59 12 5 
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The indentures of a further number of hoys will expire in October, November, 
and December, and I would earnestly recommend that the local Government 
should he authorized to draw upon Her Majesty’s Treasury for the balance of 
the sum due by the late Guardian, in order to make up to the remaining lads 
the deficiency in their wages, and which, deducting the cost of clothes supplied 
to them when in gaol, &c., will amount to about 110 1. 

Representations have been already forwarded from the York Agricultural 
Society, and from the colonists generally, of the benefit which would be derived 
from the introduction of a further supply of these lads ; and as the system has 
succeeded so well in this colony, I would again urge upon your Lordship that, 
in order to supply the places of the total number of those whose indentures 
will have expired by the end of this year, at least 50 more lads should be sent 
out as speedily as possible, if they have not already been dispatched m 
accordance with previous recommendations. 

The Guardian reports that the health of the lads, with few exceptions, has 
been good, and that disease in any way incidental to the climate is unknown 
amongst them. H. Walls still suffers from ulcers in his leg, but has not been 
obliged to be much in hospital. Brixie and Phillips, who had each fractured 
a limb, have been able to keep their places ; and a marked improvement has 
taken place in the health and habits of E. Robinson. 

The Guardian speaks in terms of commendation of the general conduct oi 
the lads, not a single indictment having been preferred against any of them 
during the past year. But although there have been no offences of a grave 
nature, there are occasionally cases of insolence and disobedience; and the 
Guardian complains of the want of power summarily to punish a lad so mis- 
conducting himself. There are many ways, deserving of punishment, m which 
an idle, mischievous, or ill-tempered lad may annoy a master without bringing 
himself under the direct cognizance of the law ; and unless a master takes the 
law into his own hand, or submits to the expense and inconvenience of 
attending a Court, perhaps many miles distant, the lad escapes unpunished. It 
is to remedy this state of things that the Guardian submits that he should be 
furnished with additional powers to punish summarily cases of this nature. 

Some of the lads have been indentured beyond the period of their original 
sentence ; but, with one exception, the masters have been persuaded to give up 
the indentures of those whose sentences expired in 1847, and they have been 
re-indentured to the Guardian and allowed to work on their own accoimt ; and 
they are earning from ll. to 21. per month, with board. They are still under 
the surveillance of the Guardian, but the indentures are held by him only to 
be put in force in the event of misconduct. 

At present the wages of the lads are allowed to accumulate until the inden- 
tures have expired. There are, however, many little wants, such as books, 
pens, ink, and paper, and even clothes, which the masters are not strictly bound 
to furnish; and I would therefore recommend to your Lordship, that the 
Governor should be empowered, on the advice of the Guardian, to make such 
advances from the wages from time to time as may be considered advisable. 

During the past year the depot has been discontinued ; any lads temporarily 
out of place have been sent to the Colonial Hospital, and the expense attendant 
upon the juvenile immigrants has thereby been materially lessened, and I do 
not at present apprehend that there will be any necessity for the re-establish- 
ment of a depot. . ... . 

On the whole, the result of the experiment of this system has hitherto 
worked most successfully in this colony, and appears to warrant its being still 
more extensively carried out. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 

&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 



2 B 
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Enclosure in No. 6. 



Tabular Report of die Guardiak of U™ 1 ™"™' f " th “ Half ' Year “ dmg 



J. Murphy . 



R. Strickland 
G. Doughty . 



Date cf Indenture. iTerm.fTtada or Calling. Name of Employer. 



26 Sept., 1842 



23 Sept., 1842 
22 Sept, 1842 



T- Taylor . 



Butcher 



Baker . 



27 Sept., 1842 



26 Sept., 1842 
7 Oct., 1842 



Shoemaker, 

&c. 



Carpenter . 



W. Pearce . 



M. A. Okeley . 
R. M. Brown . 



5 Farm servant 



5 Domestic 
servant. 



J. Melbourne . 



A. Armstrong 
P. W. Haslewood 



14 Oct., 1842 



13 Oct., 1842 
15 Sept., 1842 



H. Boulton . . 28 Sept., 1842 



Farm servant 



Blacksmith 
Shepherd . 



S. Moore . . 



J. Byrnes 



Tailor 



17 Oct. 1842 



A. Lefroy 



F. Helpman 



Shepherd 



P. Hester 



I The term of his apprenticeship was completed 
on 26th September, when he was discharged. 

He has obtained employment at his trade, 

and is receiving 2Z. a-month, &c. 

Also discharged, and the same day entered the 
service of Mr. Devenish, at the wages of 3Z. 

| a month, besides board, &c. 

For the last year he has been allowed to work 
on his own account. The period of mden- t 
ture has now expired, and he has been paid 
his wages and discharged. He is living as a 
house servant with the resident magistrate 
of Fremantle, preferring that occupation to 
I his trade. , , . 

Decidedly the best. There has never been the 
slightest complaint against him during the 
five years he has been in the colony. He is- 
an excellent workman, being one of the few 
that has thoroughly learnt his trade. Since 
his dicharge he has been with his late master 
I as a journeyman, at colonial wages. 

I take this lad to be of rather weak intellect;. 
hiB master, however, says he has always con- 
ducted himself well, and when the indentures 
I expired, he re-engaged him. 

Since his discharge he has been living with 
1 Mr Haslewood as a domestic, and earning; 

305. a-month. He is of a dogged and surly 
| temper. I can say no good of him. 

Well versed in all farming operations, and bears 
1 a good character. On his discharge, several 
Eettlers, as well as his late master, were 
anxious to engage him ; he has chosen the- 
service of Mr. Cruise, and receives 2Z. 

| a-month, besides board, &c. 

On being discharged, he was engaged by his 
1 master at 2Z. a-month. He sometimes works 
at his trade, but has generally been employed 
I cutting sandal wood. 

For more than a year past he has been allowed 
to work on his own account. The period 
first fixed for his indentures expired in 
September. He is steady, and earning 36Z. 
a-year, besides board and lodging at his 
I calling. . .. 

Discharged 28th September, on completion ot 
1 his time. He is a steady and careful shep- 
herd. His late masters, who give him an 
excellent character, have re-engaged him for 
I one year, at 25Z., besides board and lodging. 
Five years from the 28th September, 1842, was 
1 the period first fixed for his apprenticeship, 
but his repeated misconduct induced Governor 
Hutt to place him on board Her Majesty s 
Convict Ship “Champion” for two years,, 
from December, 1846, partly as punishment, 
and as a last resource to reclaim him ; and 
latterly he showed some signs of improve- 
ment, but an opportunity offered of effecting 
his escape while that vessel was lying at 
King George’s Sound, and he deserted her 
and shipped, as is supposed, on board of an 
I American whaler. 

Out of his time and discharged. He has re- 
1 engaged with his old master for a year, at 
24/., besides rations. 



The above-named lads, together with four previously discharged, and two deserted, comprise the first lot sent out from Parkhurst 
in 1842. Their names will not again appear in these returns. 
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Tabular Report of the Guardian of Government Juvenile Immigrants— continued. 



17? 




flowed to. work on his own account. Like 
several others, he was indentured, on arrival 
here, for a period extending beyond the date 
of his original sentence. In these cases the 
Government has authorized their being 
allowed to go on their own hands whenever 
the master could be persuaded to give up the 
indentures, but they are not at liberty to 
leave the colony until the expiration of the 
period fixed for their apprenticeship. Crouch 
has engaged to remain with his old master 
, at 21. a-month, &c. 

This lad, like Crouch, was indentured beyond 
the period when his sentence terminated, 
but the master refused to give up the inden- 
tures. Tt has been arranged that the lad 
shall receive II. a-month, and find his own 
clothes. The ease with which he could get 
31. a-month elsewhere makes him rather dis- 
satisfied. He bears an excellent character. 

In gaol, under a sentence which expires in 
February next ; I fear he is a bad one. 
Excellent. 

Discharged from gaol on 31st July. He has 
since conducted himself very well. 

Working on his own account, and receiving 
25s. a-month from his former master. 

Working on his own account, and receiving 1/. 
a-month from his former master : his wages 
are shortly to be increased. 

Working on his own .account, and going on 
steadily. 

Ditto . ditto. . 

In gaol for two months, having absconded from 
his master, and engaged with another settler, 

| without reference to the guardian. 

He has been only a few days out of gaol. A 
month or two must elapse before it can be 
Btated that his imprisonment has had the 
desired effect. 

Now working on his own account, and earning 
30s. a-month. 

Very good report : his sentence having expired, 
he will shortly be allowed to go on his own 
, hands. _ . 

Good. No complaint against him during the 
I last half-year. n 

Knight was placed on board the “ Champion 
under similar circumstances to No. 11. 
The last accounts received from the com- 
mander were not quite so favourable -as 
former ones. 
jVery good report. 

Working as a journeyman, on his own account, 

I with his former master. 

Going on pretty well. Occasional disagree- 
ments with his master. . 
jSince 1st of December working on his own 
account, and earning 50*. a-month, &c. 

I Rep or ted early in the half-year for insolence, 
now going on well. 

Excellent report . „ 

In the previous returns tlje period of appren- 
ticeship has been stated to he 5 years, while 
in the indentures “four years” was written 
at full length. His time, therefore, was out 
ou the 20th of November, and he has accord- 
ingly been discharged. He has been earn- 
ing 9s. and 10*. a-day as a reaper, and after 
the harvest he will return to the employ of 
. his old master, Mir. Lennard. 

Excellent report The period of his sentence 
has expired, and his master has consented 
to give up the indentures after the 15th of 
January, when he will be allowed to work on 
his own account, 

2 B 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1/8 



PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION. 



No. 


Name. I 


)ate of Indenture. Te 


™|t 


rade or Calling. 


Name of Employer. 


36 ' 


r. Fisher . . 


1 Dec., 1843 


T 


Farm-servant 


F. Whitfield . Th 


37 


C. Robinson. 


20 Feb., 1843 


4 


•• 


M. Ellis ... Si 






22 Dec., 1843 


4 


Shepherd . 


R. G. Meares . E: 


39 


J. Webb . . 


1 Jan., 1845 


4 


Farm-servant 


J. Drammons . D 


40 


T. Hesketh . . 


18 Dec., 1844 


3 


Sailor . 


D. Scott . . . Ii 


41 


G. Brixey . . 


20 Dec., 1844 


4 


Farm-servant 


J M. W. Clifton . F 


42 


T. Phillips . . 


2 Jan., 1845 


4 , 


” 


J. Harris . . C 


43 


J. Malpas . . 


11 Dec., 1844 


4 




J. Thomson . . I 


44 




26 Dec., 1844 


4 


Shepherd . 


R. Burgh . . 1 






24 Dec., 1844 


4 


, , 


W.Jowitt . . ' 


46 


P. Trubee . . 


23 Dec., 1844 


4 


Farm-servant 


S. A. Barker. 


47 




21 Dec., 1844 


4 




E. B. Lennard . 


48 


E. Brewer . . 




4 




J. Hampshire . 


49 


W. Chifney . 


23 Dec., 1844 


4 


Shepherd . 


R. Burgh 


50 


H. Walton . 


2 Jan., 1845 


4 


Farm-servant 


S. Parker 


51 


J. Wells . . . 


19 Dec., 1844 


4 


»* 


S. Moore . . 


52 


G. Charles . 


18 Dec., 1844 


4 


Bricklayer . 


A. Laurence. . 


53 


R. Murray . . 


23 Dec., 1844 


4 


Farm-servam 


t — Mundy . . 


54 


G. Woods . . 


24 Dec., 1844 


4 




T. Mellersh . . 


55 


i J. Howell . 


23 Dec., 1844 


4 


Shepherd . 


C. Heal . . . 


56 


i W. Ward . . 


6 Feb., 1846 


4 


. Farm servan 


t G. Hancock . . 


57 


E. Warren . . 


29 Jan., 1846 


4 


L ,, 


W. L. Brockman 



REMARKS. 



account of his health, was removed 

er in Perth last February, hut Mr. 

Whitfield still held the indentures, and, on 
the land being pronounced sufficiently re- 
covered, he compelled him to return to his 
service. Mr. Whitfield has consented to 
give up the indentures on the 1st of January, 
Fisher will then be allowed to work on his 
own account, the period of his sentence 
having expired months ago. 
ince his release from gaol he has gone on 
better. The period of apprenticeship men- 
tioned in former returns was five years ; but, 
on referring to the indentures, the date and 
term are stated as now filled up in this 
Report. 



treatment by a fellow-servant. I have taken 
steps to prevent a recurrence of the cause of 
complaint. 

i former returns the period of apprenticeship 
stated as “ four years.” No indenture had 
been executed; but it appears, upon inquiry, 
that three years was the period fixed by the 
late guardian and master. The circum- 
stances were laid before his Excellency the 
Governor, who authorized Hesketh’s dis- 
charge. He is a fine steady lad, and is 
working for his old master at 4 s. a-day. 

[is master has not been so well satisfied with 
him the last half-y ar. 

Jontinually falling out with his master. I have 
now on my table a summons to go up and 
arrange some dispute between them. Both 
Phillips and No. 41 (G. Brixey) meet with 
every allowance on account of their each 
having fractured a limb, from which they 
still occasionally suffer. 

Carly in the half year he left his master and 
came 50 miles to make a most frivolous com- 
plaint about his clothes ; he was, of course, 
sent back, and has since been. going on well. 



addition to Court expenses, for behaving 
rudely to a fellow servant girl. 

Excellent report. 

Ditto. 

Very much improved. 

Excellent report. 

Pretty good. Asserts that he is 21, and ought 
to be free. 

He has made great progress in learning his 
trade. Good. 

An impertinent answer obtained for him rather 
a severe thrashing from his former master, 
Mr. Middleton ; he was therefore, at the re- 
quest of all parties, removed. A good lad 
to work, and no reason to suspect his honesty, 
but he is much too free with his tongue. 

Very good ; he is fast acquiring a knowledge of 
farming operations. 

Excellent. 

Two masters have given him up as unmanage- 
able. Willing, at his earnest request, to give 
him one more trial. I placed him with 
Mr. Hancock, warning him that, if again 
reported, I must have recourse to measures 
of severity. During the three months he 
has been in his present place, he has shown 
that he can do well if he likes. 

Severely reprimanded for pilfering eggs, &c. 
He is blessed with 'an excellent temper, and 
his reform need not be despaired of. 
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m 






■ erm. 1 


Crude or Colling. 


Name of Employer. 


REMARKS. 


58 


R. Warner . . 


11 Feb., 1846 


T 


Domestic ser- 


R. G. Meares . ] 


Discontented at having been indentured as a 




vant. 


& 


house servant : his master has no complaint 
against him. 








59 


W. Smith . . 


9 Feb., 1846 


3 


Sailor . 




Returned in last report as having deserted from 
the colonial schooner “ Champion ; he is 














still at large. 






(j 


4 


Shepherd . 


L. J. Bayly . . 


Excellent, and likely to make a good shepherd. 








4 


Farm-servant 


A. Lefroy . . 


Indifferent character. 


62 


T. May son . . 

W. Burn b . 




4 




Governor Irwin . 


Very good report. 


3 Feb., 1846 


4 




G. Leake 


Repeatedly insolent to his former master, who, 










desiring to part with him, he was assigned to 
Mr. Leake, N. C. 






'64 


D. M. Ritchie . 


29 Jan., 1846 


4 




G. F. Moore . 


Working on his own account now in the service 
of the Colonial Secretary. 


65 

66 






4 




D. Scott . 


Good report. 


W. Tomlinson . 


11 Feb., 1846; 


4 


Farm-servant 


Messrs. Burges . 


He has lately been employed shepherding; 
good character. 


67 


G. Barker . . 


6 Feb., 1846’ 


4 


Shepherd . 


T. Middleton . 


Inclined to be lazy, and so loses sheep, which 
brings him occasionally into trouble with his 














master. 


63 

69 


J. Payne . . 

C. Graham . 


8 Feb., 1846 


4 




J. S. Davies 


Excellent report. 


4 


” 


A. Dewar . . 


On one occasion was very abusive to his master, 
and I was called upon to interfere; he is 














now going on steadily. 


70 


J. Green . . . 


4 Feb., 1846 


4 


Domestic . 


J. B. Wittenoom 


He was forgiven by his master for stealing 
money; his character, as applicable to this 














half year, is good. 


11 


R. Boulton . . 


18 Feb., 1846 


4 


Shepherd . 


J. Sewell 


Excellent report. He says that he is 22 years 
of age, and is rather discontented at having 
been indentured beyond the period of hiB 






1 • 


_ 


. 




minority. 



J. D. Wittenoom, Guardian. 




(No. 24.) No. 7. 

Copt of a DESPATCH from Acting-Governor Ikwin to Earl Obey. 



WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA. 

No. 7. 



GovernmentHou.se, Perth, February 17, 1848. Answered August 3, 
My Lord, (Received June 21,1848.) 1 848, page i 9-2. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a report of a Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Council of this colony, “ appointed to inquire into 
“ and report upon the means to procure a supply of labour,” and which I have 
been requested to submit for your Lordship’s favourable consideration. 



The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&c. 8cc. &c. 



I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. C. IRWIN. 



Enclosure in No. 7. Enel, in No <» 

Report of a Committee of the Legislative Council of Western Australia, appointed to inquire 
into and report upon the -means to procure a supply of labour. 

Your Committee having examined the subject of the supply of labour, have unani- 
mously agreed to the following report , . . , 

There exists in this colony a great and increasing demand for labour, resulting chiefly from 
the following causes : — 

Labourers establishing themselves, as tenants or landowners, upon new forms. 

Shepherds having invested their wages in stock, and having thus become flock-owners. 

(Both the above not only withdraw the old, but themselves require an additional 
supply of labour.) , , , , . ... 

The increase of Flocks and Herds .- This is much retarded by the scarcity of labour, 
and consequent losses from want of sufficient attendance. Such losses are, in propor- 
tion, as injurious to imperial as to colonial interests. ( 
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, . . - .1 f)K„ P & c .The remarkable fitness of this 

«* — sh »“ ld ba ' - at r ' csert ' 

paralyzed from want of labour. _ , , . although a most impor- 

The new and increasing export trade in SagtfruoM , , wtocu.a^ ^ ^ ^ w ‘ hen 
tant benefit to the colony, especial y as affordm empl y ; immediate profits, 
tillage is suspended; yet necessarily, from its ^ considera even for 

* d -” d lab - to 

supply food to these persons in their new pursuit. , . . 

T. these ceese, for leased *»a.d for labour may he %££££, fa 

iuoeaae of eolerpri* in Meries, both whaling and otherwise, rfww ”” ice 

the merchant service, a trade which may he sa,d to have. comtnenced 1 by th , ’ 0 ^ 

loads to the order of th. Lords of the Admiralty ; as well tts by he hmldmgof ^emlvesama 
here, which have been eagerly purchased in the neighbouring colonies. T P 

of this trade can only belstimated by those acquainted ‘“hilit^ Lets whS ■ 

probably uaparallelled as to a combination of length, strength, and ^ 0 Uufpu™ose 
ma, be truly said to contain, boundless supplies, and wrmt.ea s-ted «or every P os =!°“ ^ 
from beams of 100 feet without a knot, setting at d.fian.e , d T “ id ^he a™s eauaf to boa’ 
down to the most beautiful furniture woods ; as well a. blocks and hnavwemal to bon 

trenails, mill and whaetaright timber, shingles, &c.,m some of whmh the trade has aheady 

begun, and for which no timber before known seems equally qualified. thickness of 

Coal The great seams of coal recently discovered, from five to seven feet in thickness, 

fixate qu^Tnd requiring neither iLking nor drainage, wiU doubtless soon draw both 
capital and labour to work them for supply of steamers, engines, iec. , . 

iffinc.-Vast quantities of the richest possible iron, pronounced by an T"“ 
v„ thp fi nest h e had ever seen, and containing in the ore a natural flux, which renders 
it easy to smelt, are to be found in various parts of the colony 2 5mc of 

found, though the quantity, expense of working, &c., are not yet ascertained , 
ore^s copier, leal, qniclsilver, &c, appear to exist, scattered over a large extent of country. 
To these may be added slate, abundant, and of superior quality. 

The quantity and variety of valuable gums will, it is to be expected, soon attract a large 
share o?labour to their collection ; a work at present committed chiefly to the aborigines, and 
almost in embryo, no attention having been paid to it until very lately. 

The ^cSlSaptaiion of ibis efunttv fa breeding large h.«ls of horses 
already attracted much attention both at the Mauritius and m India, where the impOTtance of 
forming in our vast horse-pastures extensive studs for the sup* of the Indian oav al I 'and 
artillery has repeatedly been discussed ; a project rendered particularly desirable hy he pecu- 
liar characteristics of the Western Australian horses, gentleness endurance, tmd fleetness the 
two first of which they possess to a degree perhaps without parallel. Wie high prices re»W 
by some exported heole to Mauritius, and now favourites th« on the tof have ahead, 
directed some portion of labour to this object, and one establishment has also been sent trom 

1,1 To thesema, be added a variety of other valuable resources ftr the supply of which Great 
Britain is now in a great degree dependent on foreign nations, and which could more abundantly 
be produced in this colony by the present inmates of English workhouses. Among these may 
be reckoned cotton, hemp, hides, tallow, bark, the indigenous •< phonmum for cordage ot the 
strongest texture, and many other products by which England, would not only render her 
empire more independent of foreign powers, but would obtain for her own shipping the carrying- 
trade enjoyed by theirs. „ . . , „„ 

From these and other causes, such as the increasing necessity for roads, piers, bridges, 
canals, and other public works required by an increasing production and export there is an 
increasing demand for and an increasing deficiency of labour, to an extent which actually 
threatens, if not remedied, to paralyze enterprise, to deter capital from investment, and even to 
cause the abandonment of some existing cultivation and improvement, and a relapse in sucfi 
cases from civilization to tbe wilderness; an event the more serious since, trom the rapid 
crrowth of vegetation, and the stimulating effects of former tillage, arable land, if neglected tor 
a few years, becomes more densely encumbered with brushwood, and even timber, than the 

a ^The“ land-fund,” or “labour-fund,” has always been in this colony a nullity; the same 
temporary causes not having existed here which in some other places induced speculation m 
purchase of Crown lands for the purposes of land jobbing, and therefore brought the land sale 
system into operation for a brief period, until experience demonstrated the consequences ot 
withdrawing, to be expended on introduction of labour, any portion of that capital the whole 
of which is scarcely sufficient to employ that labour when introduced; and to support that 
application of labour to land which must always be maintained for a considerable time before 
markets are established, losses and errors overcome, and the returns begin to be sufficient to 
sustain the operations of the settler. . , . __ „ , 

Moreover, while this colony escaped' the monetary panic which embarrassed Mew tsoutn 
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Wales in consequence of the land speculations produced by the brief popularity there of the AUSTRALIA. 

“labour-fund ” and “ sufficient price ” theory, it has, on the other hand, not enjoyed the influx 

of labour which that system produced in New South Wales for the benefit of those who had 
obtained their laud under the former regulations^and at the expense of the speculator who was 
rash enough to purchase under the new. 

The system of s elling land by auction, and with a high minimum prioe, on the ground that 
such land derived a permanent value from the appropriation of part of the purchase-money to 
the introduction of labour, which was in no way connected with the land, or even with the ter- 
ritory, and might remove from the colony the next day, together with the confinement of this 
system to Australasia, have tended to direct, the emigration of capital and labour to other coun- 
tries where land was cheap, especially to the United States and to Canada. 

There is reason to believe that the consumption of British manufactures in the Australian 
colonies has for several years averaged about 71. per head per annum ; while that of those who 
emigrate to the United States has not exceeded 5s. per head, or l-28th part of the former. 

From these facts two conclusions are obvious : that the emigration of an individual to the 
United States is a commercial loss to great Britain of 6 L 15s. per annum, or 202/. 10s. in a 
generation, or, in other words, of 96 per cent, of the market which would have arisen from 
sending such individual to Australasia; and, secondly, that estimating the population of 
Western Australia at 5000, it must be considered as equal in importance, as regards the 
employment of British manufactures and shipping, to a population of 28 times the amount, or 
of 140,000 persons, emigrating to the United States. 

It is also to be observed, that while emigration to the Australian colonies tends to strengthen 
,an important portion of the empire, enabling it to resist foreign aggression, and to facilitate 
and secure the dominion of Britain in the eastern seas, such emigration to the United States 
has the effect of increasing the resources of a rival power, and in some degree fostering ill- 
feeling by the idea among such emigrants that they have been neglected and thought worthless 
by their native land. 

Any system therefore which promotes emigration to foreign countries must be alike injurious 
to the interests of the colonies and of the empire. 

It is erroneously asserted that the “ Land Sales system” has been inoperative in Western 
Australia. The truth of the case is that, being conSned to Australasia, while it has been 
•wholly inoperative in the questionable good of supplying the old settler with labour at the 
expense of the purchaser of land, it has been banefully operative and efficient in diverting the 
stream of emigration to other countries ; and has thus inflicted an injury upon a portion of the 
empire, and a pop ulati ng of British citizens, of the most serious nature and calling for imme- 
diate and extensive remedy. 

The attention of Her Majesty’s Government and the British public should be drawn to the 
fact, that the importance of this colony to Great Britain should he estimated, not by the mere 
numbers of its population, hut by the proportionate production of raw material and food by 
that population, and its consumption of British manufactures, as compared wilh that of an 
equal number of persons in foreign states, or even in the mother-country; by the capability of 
the resources of the colony further to employ the surplus capital and labour of Great Britain 
in producing raw material and food in exchange for -manufactures ; and by the serious conse- 
quences of allowing a colony so geographically situated to be seized by a powerful enemy, or 
retained only by imperial forces without the aid of a numerous British population. 

Whether therefore we consider the injuries and depreciation of property for years past 
inflicted upon this colony fry the enforcement of a system of land regulations against which it. 
has unceasingly remonstrated ; or whether we dwell on the benefit to the trade and power of 
Britain of directing to the development of our resources of raw material and food that surplus 
population, which is now either an exhausting burden upon the manufacturing power of the 
mother-country, or on the eve of emigrating to be embodied among the population of an enemy 
in war and a rival in peace; it appears not unreasonable to hope that some efforts may be 
made by the parent State to direct and facilitate the emigration of capital and labour to the 
Australian colonies; and especially to Western Australia, as being the nearest to Great 
Britain, and the most geographically important to secure against seizure by an enemy, and as 
having, from the causes above noticed, suffered even more than others from the operation of 
the theories of “ Land-fund ” and “ Labour- fund ” — -a system, the errors of which have begun 
to be inquired into by British statesmen and legislators, — which has been unanimously con- 
demned by all the colonies (unless where the peculiar and adventitious circumstance of rich 
mines has for a time disguised its effects) ; and to which are justly attributed the ruinous 
fever of land speculation, the extensive insolvency, the destruction of property, the paralysis 
of enterprise, and the subsequent and continuing suspension of immigration, which have afflicted 
one of the most valuable divisions of the empire. 

Incredible as it may seem, it has been repeatedly calculated that the cost of maintaining the 
surplus population of the United Kingdom by recognized public and private contribution, 
debilitating her manufacturing and agricultural efforts, equals annually the interest of the 
national debt, or a sum of about 1Z. per head of the entire population; which, being converted 
into capital at 20 years’ purchase, would give a total of nearly 600,000,000/. In other 
words, the pauperism of the United Kingdom is estimated in round numbers to cost her 
(independent of secret private charity) an annual taxation in poor-rates, benefit societies, and 
the infinite number and variety of associated charities, a sum sufficient, if converted into capital, 
to convey every individual of the entire population from London to New South Wales; and 
when there to start him with 10/. in his pocket. . 

In this calculation no allowance is made for the fearful aggravation of the evil by famine 
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and pestilence which might have been greatly alleviated, if not prevented, by a national system 
of emigration. 

From hence it is obvious, that if the existing burden of pauperism be even one-half what is 
estimated by the best authorities, it is still equal to the passage-money to Australia of the 
whole population at an average of all ages of 102. per head. Therefore, were the United 
Kingdom to defray the passage of the entire pauper population, it would be a clear gainer of 
the difference between the cost of their passage and that of the whole population. 

Thus, taking the aggregate annual burden at 15,000,0007. (really near 30,000,0007.) 
equal 5 per cent, on 300,000,0002. ; and the pauper population at one-sixth of the whole 
(much beyond the truth) ; and this sixth to be exported to New South Wales, at the public 
expense at 102. per head — say 50,000,0002. ; the United Kingdom would save a capital of 
250,000,0002. ; or at an annual taxation of 25,000,0002. 

The fact is, however, that if the pauperism were one-sixth, yet if half of this number were 
placed in Australasia, by degrees, as they could be taken, and blood, education, and capital 
induced to accompany and direct them there, to raise raw material and food for Britain and 
consume 77. per head of her manufactures (say 17,000,0002.) annually, the other half would 
have full work, food, material and wages. 

It is evident, therefore, that to ask Britain to convey labour to the colonies at her own 
expense, is not proposing an additional burden, but requesting her to secure for herself a 
relief from present taxation, as well as an increasing market for all she produces, and an in- 
creasing supply of all she requires. 

In the case of Western Australia, any assistance afforded by the mother-country would not 
only be returned manifold in a few years from the great resources which this colony possesses, 
but would convert a state of struggling anxiety and feeble exertion into prosperity and ener- 
getic enterprise, and relieve it from the anomalous position of having its effects paralyzed from 
want of labour, in spite of a present increasing and prosperous trade, an eminently industrious 
and peacable population, boundless resources within itself, and a variety of wealthy markets in 
its neighbourhood. 

A heavy and increasing burden and withdrawal of labour from production is caused by the 
formation of roads, bridges, canals, causeways, landing-places, aud other public works; and 
many public works are of such a nature that, although they cannot be dispensed with in any 
community, yet they cannot be executed properly by the means at the disposal of one so small 
as ours ; and, at the same time, if imperfectly formed, are a continual source of expense, and 
almost wholly inefficient. 

, ^h® m, ? st feasible mode of properly executing such expensive works appears to be either of 
the following : — 

1st. Free labour supplied in abundance to the colony at large by the mother-country 
that the capital required to employ labour on these works should be advanced on 
loan at low interest secured on the colonial revenue ; which would thus be improved 
both by the increased trade produced by facility of transit, and by the difference 
bet ween the expense of constructing imperfectly what is continually requiring outlay, 
and that of the interest of the capital necessary to execute the work in an efficient 
and permanent manner. 

2nd. That England should from time to time send gangs of her convicts to perform these 
great works, which are disproportionate to the means of a small community but 
essential to its prosperity, and the development of its resources for the benefit of the 
empire To this, two conditions would, however, be imperatively necessary, namely 
that such convicts, on no pretext whatever, be discharged in or near any part of the 
ShTh ° r m aDy T 7 “ g® nerate crime by the contagion of an intercourse 
with the community, but should be removed elsewhere as their respective terms 
expire; and also, that the cost of maintaining such felons should be chiefly, if not 
theybel0n »"- “‘‘n.tbythi.or/erly and 

hj slSSfulS *° b .° ! bse ™ d ’ a is not suggested as a means of reform- 

# * delom — » task with which this colony has nothin# to do, and which must be 

effected by other means and in another place ; but merely as a mode of performing those ex- 
pensive works indispensable to the development of the resources of, he country f„, the benefit of 
he empire, hut i^proporhoned to its means, and of so doing without ent^toglny expend 
upon Great Britain beyond that with which she is already burlened. 6 y P 

, Z G V UCh lab ,° Ur dev f ote £ t0 improvement of our harbours alone, it were well be- 
stowed , as the importance of obtaining two or three excellent harbours on the west coast of 

Oden'S 1 "V° be u urged 10 T ”1"™“ "to navigation of The Southern 

Gcean , and that such an object can easilv be attain^H ■ tkaf «« A 1 i. 

parts of the coast could he foLd by cS l2m t fvery motoate aSZ 
of nature, and rendered secure fron/every wind, 

a ship to discharge alongside a wharf; is a matter ascertained beyond a doubt ’ g 

The foregoing observations may be thus summed up • y 

“SSna?. P ™;L> fd 0f ° b d ,Ali ”1 the absol ““ “ d 
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healthy tone given to the prefer one enahK con- 

family; wasting capital, time, and health m aml power, th „ 

vert into a soorce of permanent « P*®*™ surplus population wfich ought to be 

purpose remote from others. resoectful hut earnest representation he made 

,r,i:;S|7Sa?r;sS' 

£ 0 iTwC£ln^henlre a£ eaten, of ^assistance they re, nest, they propose 
the adoption of some, or all, of the follomng measures^ conveyance to the colonies of the 
1st. A national system of emigration ernp Such emigration to 
surplus population that taxation at pr ■ the m0st varie d and important resources, 

he chiefly to the Australian colonies, p . ® _ ere a j n aoa inst their earnest remon- 

both®eapital and labour, depreciated the value 

Western Australia, hy afford g, , w aa a gent for the colonists ; such 

passage to 300 emigmnt, to^bis colony on their own 
number to be independent y . * . . time as they could be received, 

account; and this remedy to berepe h b gan „ 0 f convicts he sentto execute such main 
3rd. That, in addition t( aeitb sr ‘ tel °. an n ot her public works as are mdispen- 

lines of communication, lan, tag- place , ‘ H ’ beyond its® power; such convicts to be 

sable to the pmsF^f*" C a S' b ema“mJd, in the meal time, partly b, the mother- 
land partly 

fiaXm^ 

the whole of whose capital is reqmr , ? ■ r. t esse ntial, to its success, that the lower 

law, or in the interpretation of the law, pr^“ the Fbsurd incon- 

employ|rs from making engagmen P ^ f h the ^ t0 fulfil every condition 

sisteneyfthat while a wealthy master can oe cop j himselt rf all hls most 

of an engagement for a number of yems P a „7,wol gaol, liter which he engages in 

solemn obligations at pleasure, by g g ^ ^ unfortunate master is perhaps sued at 

a new serv.ee or sets up .on In own of sora e undertaking entered into on the 

law, and cast in heavy dama D es fo P cons ider that the obligations being strictly 

faith of this man s services. parties ■ and that misconduct on either side should 

mutual should be F spent in gaol should be lost only to the party to 

he punishable as such, and any ^ or gaart ]j an ca n bind an infant, and the em- 

JS performance, whilf the adult servant's e,ual obligation can 
he nullified hy himself at pleasure. 
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Despatches from the Secretary of State. 



(No. 4.) No. 1. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer admininistering the 
Government of Western Australia. 

Sir, Downing-street, January 22, 1S4S. 

I have received your Despatch, No. 36, of the 16th of July last, trans- 
mitting the Report of a Committee of the Legislative Council, with reference 
to the steps to be taken in order to facilitate the introduction of German emi- 
grants into Western Australia. The proposals of the Committee are : — 

1. That German emigrants should be enabled, before leaving their country, 
to procure from Her Majesty’s Government an authority to the local Govern- 
ment for their naturalization, without the delay of a reference to this country. 

2. That the Government should, under the 6th clause of the recent Land 
Sales’ Act, lease certain blocks of land to German emigrants for terms of five 
years, without rent, with power to purchase, at any time during that period, at 
the price of 1/. per acre ; and 

3. That the Government should also exchange convenient blocks of Crown 
land for lands possessed by private parties, in order that such blocks may be 
applied to form German settlements under somewhat similar regulations. If 
not so employed, the land to remain the property of the individual who has 
acquired it. 

On the first point I would observe, that the recent Act of Parliament, 10 and 
11 Vic., cap. 83, empowers the local Legislature to pass the requisite Acts of 
naturalization. I shall submit to the Queen such an amendment in the Royal 
instructions as will authorize the passing of such laws, subject, of course, to 
final confirmation or disallowance, but without the clause, which is at present 
required, suspending their operation until confirmed by Her Majesty. 

I regret that I am unable to adopt the two other proposals of the Committee. 
However valuable such emigrants may be, I cannot consent to accord to them 
privileges in acquiring land which are not equally conferred on British 
subjects. 

The 6th section of the recent Waste Lands’ Act, referred to by the Com- 
mittee, empowers Her Majesty, by Order in Council, to make regulations for 
leasing Crown lands ; and such regulations have been made with reference to 
the colony of New South Wales. They do not, however, authorize any such 
leases as those contemplated by the second proposal, nor would the advantages 
derivable from that plan appear to me to compensate for the probable incon- 
veniences which would arise, and which have usually resulted from allowing 
settlers to obtain possession of land, without the intention of exacting a future 
payment from them. 

The exchange of land suggested in the third proposal could not be effected 
consistently with the still existing provisions of the original Land Sales’ Act. 

I have, &c.. 

The Officer administering the Government (Signed) GREY, 

of Western Australia. 



(No. 10.) No. 2. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of Western Australia. 

Sir, Downing-street, February 5, 1848. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches, No. 27, of the 
30th of June, and No. 49, of the 2nd of September last, submitting for my 
approval an arrangement which you had entered into with Mr. Thomas Peel 
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Page 16'J. 
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Pages 169 and 17 3. 
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for the liquidation of his debt to the Crown, by accepting the surrender, in 
favour of the local Government, of a block of land, at the value of 20s. an 
acre. 

It is possible that more favourable terms for Government might have been 
insisted on : as, however, past transactions may be regarded as giving that gen- 
tleman some claim to favourable consideration, and as the convenience to the 
public of acquiring the lands in question cannot be doubted, while the only 
mode in which any greater advantage could be secured to Government is either 
by refusing to remit a debt not likely to be liquidated, or by insisting impera- 
tively on the surrender of the lands, I have, under all the circumstances of the 
case, to signify to you my sanction of the arrangement reported by you. 

I have, &c.. 

The Officer administering the Government (Signed) GREY, 

of Western Australia. 



Xo. s. (No. 13.) 



No. 3. 



Page 171. 



Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to the Officer administering the 
Government of Western Australia. 

S IE > Downing-street, February 29, 1848. 

I have received your Despatch, No. 48, of the 2nd September last 
transmitting a copy of your address to the Legislative Council of Western 
Australia, at the opening of the session on the 3rd of June last, together with 
the annual financial estimates and the Act for appropriating the revenue for 
the year ending the 31st March, 1848, 

I shall communicate to you such observations as may appear to me to be 
called for on these financial statements, when I shall have had an opportunity 
of sufficiently considering them : but, in the mean time, I wish to express mv 
opinion in l egard to some parts of that speech which have reference to the 
introduction of labour. It is proposed that arrangements should be made with 
the aid of Government for introducing Chinese labourers from Singapore into 
Western Australia, under contracts of service for three years. 

I do not approve of such contracts for service, not believing them to be 
calculated to answer the expectations of either of the parties by whom they 
are entered into ; but I will not, under the circumstances in which the colony 
is placed vnth regard to labour, prohibit such contracts being entered into if 
the colonists should be of opinion that they could be made with advantage to 
themselves. I cannot, however, consent to sanction the advance of any pm-t of 
the expense of introducing Chinese labourers from the public Treasury 

This is a description of immigration which I consider it far from desirable 
to encourage. 

l J f n th l m !r y so i anpl “5 re d were derived from the Land Fund, it could not 
le ally be drawn from that half of the fund applicable to emigration and 
while any portion of the expenditure of the colony is defrayed by a parHa- 

purpose "° F ltS revenue Can te permitted t0 be Verted to such a 

I also observe that it was in contemplation to send the colonial vessel to Van 
Diemens Land m order to afford free passages to any persons who having 
originally gone to that colony in the character of free settlers might b! 
desirous of emigrating to Western Australia. I cannot approve of that 
measure because it would be evidently calculated to create jealousies between 
different colonies, that the public resources of one should be employed to W 

The Officer : f “l^a° VerDffient < Si ^r & ° W 
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(No. 8.) No. 4. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Fitzgerald. 

Sir, Downing-street, May 28, 1848. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Acting-Governor Irwin’s 
Despatch, No. 1, of the 7th of January last, informing me that he had felt 
unable to proclaim the Act of the Imperial Parliament, 9 and 10 Vic., 
cap. 104, entitled, “ An Act to amend an Act for regulating the Sale of Waste 
“ Land belonging to the Crown in the Australian Colonies, and to make 
“ further provision for the Management thereof,” in consequence of not having 
been placed in possession of an Order of Her Majesty in Council, which would 
have been necessary to give effect to the first clause of that enactment. 

This, however, did not render the suspension necessary, because some of the 
clauses of the Act might have come into operation at once, although others 
could not, until an Order in Council had been made for that object. 

I have, therefore, to instruct you that the Act in question may be proclaimed 
in the usual manner, and I avail myself of this opportunity of enclosing a copy 
of an Order in Council, made under* the authority of that Act, for regulating 
the occupation of lands for pastoral purposes in New South Wales ; and if you 
should consider any parts of the regulations contained in that Order to be 
applicable to the circumstances of the colony under your government, you will 
have the goodness to point them out, with your reasons for recommending 
their adoption. 

I have, &c., 

Governor Fitzgerald, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 



(No. 24.) No. 5. 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Fitzgerald. 

Sir, Downing-street, August 2, 1848. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Lieut. -Colonel"! win’s Despatch, No. 
18, of the 4th of February last, mentioning the demand which he considers to exist 
for the service of 50 more convict youths from Parkhurst, and requesting that they 
may he sent out to the colony. 

Having consulted the Secretary of State for the Home Department on this 
subject, 1 now transmit, for your information and guidance, copies of the corres- 
pondence, from which it will be seen that Her Majesty’s Government have decided 
on complying with that application, and that the necessary measures are about to 
be taken for providing passages for the above-mentioned number of boys, who 
will proceed to Western Australia, whenever an opportunity may occur for their 
conveyance. 

You will also observe that the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
concurs with me in thinking, that, although there would be an objection to 
adopting the suggestion of Colonel Irwin, by passing a law specially applicable to 
the boys sent out from Parkhurst, it would be advisable to authorize the correction 
of all apprentices, whether originally convicts or otherwise, either by the infliction 
of corporal punishment, or by the alternative of imposing lines, which should be 
stopped from their wages. I should, therefore, Avish you to propose the enactment 
of such a law to the Legislative Council. 

You are, likewise, authorized, with a view to the objects pointed out in the 
letter from the Visitors of Parkhurst, of the 19th June, to constitute the Guardian 
of the boys, for the time being, a magistrate, as Avell as to make advances from 
their wages for the small supplies adverted to in the communication from this 
department to the Home Office, of the 7th of the same month, and suggested by the 
Guardian. 

I have, &c.. 

Governor Fitzgerald, " (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. 
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Enclosure .1 in No. 5. 

Downing-street, June 7, 1848. 

1am directed by Earl Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the information of Secretary 
Sir George Grey, the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Governor of Western Australia, 
mentioning the demand which he considers to exist for the service of 50 more convict youths 
from Parkhurst, and requesting that they may be sent out to the colony. 

Although the terms in which the application is made are not free from obscurity, Lord Grey 
thinks it may be safely assumed that 50 lads may be sent out, in addition to those who have 
already gone ; and I am to request that you will acquaint me whether Sir George Grey 
concurs in this view, and wili be able to recommend a proper selection of boys for that purpose. 

I am, further, to request that you will favour me with Sir George Grey s opinion whether it 
would not not be advisable to let the Guardian be invested with the power which he proposes, 
of summary punishment for small offences. ' . 

Lord Grey apprehends that the Governor should certainly receive authority to make 
advances from the wages of the boys for small supplies, such as books, stationery, and even 
clothes, which the master is not bound to furnish. • . 

I am to state, in conclusion, that his Lordship doubts not that Sir George Grey will view 
with satisfaction the favourable account which this report, exhibits of the general conduct of the 
youths who have been introduced into Western Australia. 

3 I am, & c., 

H. Waddingfcon, Esq. (Signed) Herman Merivalk. 

&c. &c. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 5. 

S m , Whitehall, June 28, 1848. 

Having laid before Secretary Sir George Grey, your letter of the 7th instant, inclosing 
the copy of a dispatch, which has been received from the Governor of Western Australia, re- 
commending that 50 more convict lads be sent thither, and suggesting that the Guardian 
should be invested with the power of ordering punishment for slight offences ; also that the 
same officer should be authorized to make advances out of the wages of the boys for the pur- 
chase of small supplies of miscellaneous articles. I am now directed to transmit to you, for 
the information of Earl Grey, the accompanying Report, which has been received upon this 
subject from the Committee of Visitors of Parkhurst Prison; and I am to request that you 
will acquaint his Lordship that Sir George Grey does not propose to take any steps in this 
matter until he receives a further communication thereon from his Lordship. 

I am, &c., 

Herman Merivale, Esq., H. Waddington. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Home Office, June 19, 1848. 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, referring for our 
consideration and report, a letter from Mr. Merivale, transmitting by direction of Earl Grey, 
a despatch from the Governor of Western Australia on the subject of the Parkhurst boys now 
in that colony, and stating the demand which he considers to exist for the services of 50 more 
youths from Parkhurst. 

As the Despatch bears date the 4th February last, by which time the Governor could not 
have received information of the last draught of prisoners from Parkhurst, (who sailed in the 
“ Orient” early in the previous December,) it is probable that the exigency which is therein 
referred to has been supplied by the arrival of that vessel at Perth, and that the 51 boys who 
sailed therein have by this time filled up the vacancies created by the expiration of the inden- 
tures of those previously received. 

We feel desirous, however, of submitting to Secretary Sir George Grey, whether the state- 
ment made by the Governor of Western Australia of the great success which has already 
attended the experiment of this system, and which in his Excellency’s opinion would warrant 
its being still more extensively carried out, would not render it advisable to embark 50 more 
youths selected from among the Parkhurst prisoners. 

It is of the greatest importance to the discipline of Parkhurst Prison, that examples 
should be from time to time presented to the prisoners of the advantageous results of good 
conduct, and that confidence should be felt by them that their zeal and obedience would not go 
unrewarded. It would be impossible to overstate the beneficial effects upon the minds of the 
prisoners of every fresh draught sent to the colony of Western Australia, where (as is currently 
known in the prison) the exertions of so many of the emancipated prisoners have been crowned 
with success. 

We beg to offer our earnest recommendation, that advantage should be taken of the sug- 
gestion of the Governor, by meeting the demand for labour by an adequate supply. Should 
Earl Grey approve, we would request early instructions in order that we may select about 50 1 
of the most deserving prisoners to be embarked in an emigrant ship for that colony. 

With reference to the proposal that the guardian should be invested with g. power of .sum- 
mary punishment for small offences, we are of opinion that if any difference were made between 
the process of awarding punishment to the Parkhurst boys and that by which other servants 
and apprentices are punished, such difference would have the effect of degrading the former in 
the eyes of the colonists and of themselves, and thus inflict serious injury upon the whole class 
y the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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for the faults of a few individuals. As, however, it appears that much inconvenieaee is 
experienced by the distance of the Courts from their houses, from the fear of which offende 
often escape unpunished, we would beg to suggest that the guardian for the time being should 
be constituted a magistrate, in order that at his periodical visits he may be enabled to hear and 
dispose of charges made by the master or others against the boys. 

We entirely concur in the recommendation that the Governor be empowered to make 
advances to the boys from time to time, for small necessaries, as mav be considered advisable 

We return herewith the enclosures of your letter. 

We are, & c., 

(Signed) J. Jebb, i 

H. Waddington, Esq. J 0HN G. Perry, / Visitors - 

Enclosure 3 in No. 5. 

SlR> ^ . Downing-street, July 15, 1848. 

1 have laid before Earl Grey your letter of the 28th ultimo, enclosing the Report of 
the Comnnttee of Visitors of Parkhurst Prison on the Despatch of the Governor of Western 
Australia, requesting that, a further number of boys should be sent out from that prison and 
suggesting that the guardian should be invested with the power of ordering summary punish- 
ment for slight, offences committed by these boys. J r 

On the former point. Lord Grey is sensible that the meaning of the Despatch is not quite 
clear, and that the 50 boys who must have arrived since its date may possibly meet the par- 
ticular demand made by the Governor; but considering the general demand for labour, and 
the success of the youths hitherto sent out, Lord Grey would be still disposed to recommend 
tnat DU more be now despatched. 

With regard to the question of punishment. Lord Grey would not be prepared to act other- 
wise than in accordance with the opinious of the visitors of Parkhurst on the inexpediency of 
giving a power of dealing with youths from Parkhurst distinctly from other classes ; but l am 
to request to be informed whether Sir George Grey would see any objection to the passim* of a 
local enactment, by which summary power should be given to the colonial authorities to correct 
all apprentices indiscriminately, either by the infliction of a limited corporal punishment, or by 
the alternative of imposing fines which should be stopped from their wages. 

If Sir George Grey should see no objection to such a measure, his Lordship would recom- 
mend to the Governor of Western Australia to propose to the Legislative Council the enact- 
ment of a law for carrying it ia&> .effect. , 

tt ttr ii- tx I am, &c., 

H. Waddington, Esq. H . Merivale. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 5. 

^ 1Rj Whitehall, July 20, 1848. 

1 have laid before Secretary Sir George Grey your letter of the 15th instant, regarding 
the proposal to send fifty additional convict boys to Western Australia, and the adoption of a 
Colonial Legislative enactment, authorizing the infliction of punishment upon persons of that 
class for misdemeanors. 

As Earl Grey is disposed to recommend that 50 more boys be now dispatched to the above 
colony, I am to desire that you will move his Lordship to authorize the Commissioners of 
Colonial Land and Emigration to provide a passage thither for that number of prisoners, in 
the same manner as upon former similar occasions: and Sir George Grey requests to be 
apprized of the arrangements which may be made for that purpose, in order that he mav give 
the necessary instructions to the authorities of Parkhurst Prison respecting the selection and 
embarkation of the prisoners. 

I am further to state, for the information of Earl Grey, that Sir George Grey sees no 
objection to the proposed colonial law for the punishment of offences, if the power does not 
already exist ; but at the same time he would wish to draw Lord Grey’s particular attention 
to the suggestion of the Parkhurst Visitors, that the guardian for the time beino- should be 
constituted a magistrate, in order that at his periodical visits he may be enabled to hear and 
dispose of charges made by the master or others against the boys. 

I am, &c., 

Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) G. Cornewall Lewis. 

&c., &c. 



Enclosure 5 in No. 5. 

Downing-street, August 2, 1848. 

Having laid before Earl Grey your letter of the 20th instant, I am directed to request 
you will inform Secretary Sir George Grey that his Lordship has given the necessary instruc- 
tions to the Land and Emigration Commissioners in regard to the conveyance of an additional 
supply of fifty convict youths, whom it is intended to send out from Parkhurst Prison to 
Western Australia. The Commissioners have also been requested to place themselves in 
communication with the Visitors of Parkhurst and the Board of Admiralty on the subject; and 
his Lordship further proposes to draw the attention of the Lieut.-Governor of the colony to the 
recommendation expressed by the Visitors of Parkhurst, that the guardian of the boys, for the 
time being, should be constituted a magistrate. 

Iam, &c, 

G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq. (Signed) Herman Merivale. 
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SE. (No. 25.) No. 6. :• 

No- 6 _ Copy of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor Fitzgerald. 

Sir, Downing-street, August 3, 1848. 

Page 179 . I have received Lieut.-Colonel Irwin’s Despatch, No. 24, of the 17th of 

February last, transmitting the copy of a Report of a Committee of the Legisla- 
tive Council appointed to inquire into the means of procuring a supply of labour. 
The recommendations of the Committee are : — 1st. That a national system of 
emigration-should be established for conveying chiefly to the Australian colonies* 
at the expense of the British Treasury, the surplus population of this country. 
2nd. That in case such a general system be not established, a special emigration 
should be set on foot for the relief of Western Australia ; and, 3rdly. That in 
addition to either of the foregoing plans, a gang of convicts be sent to be employed 
on public works in Western Australia ; to be maintained partly by the mother 
country and partly by a loan secured on the colonial revenue at low interest ; such 
convicts to be removed as their sentences expire. 

In reply I have to request that you will acquaint the Council that it is not in 
my power to hold out an expectation that these recommendations can be carried 
into effect. There is no prospect that Parliament could be applied to, under the 
existing circumstances of this country, to make a grant of money for the purpose 
of sending emigrants to the colony. Nor could convicts be sent there to perform 
a certain amount of labour, upon condition that they were to be removed by this 
country at the expiration of their sentences. I have, however, in a separate Des- 
patch, explained -to you that Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to send 
convicts in their last stage of punishment, and after they had undergone a reform- 
atory course of discipline, to any colonies properly situated for the purpose which 
may show a wish for their reception ; and it will be for the Council of Western 
Australia to consider whether or not they would desire to make use of that oppor- 
tunity of obtaining a supply of labour. * 

I may take the same opportunity of drawing your attention to a suggestion 
See page 9. thrown out by a Committee of Council in New South Wales, which would seem 
more especially to deserve consideration in a colony where, as is the case in 
Western Australia, no available revenue can be expected from sales of land ; I 
mean the suggestion that a provision for immigration might be made by a rate 
imposed on the employers of labour. The project is one which must be judged of 
by the Council of Western Australia, but I thought it incumbent on me to give 
you an opportunity of bringing it under their notice ; and I shall forward to you 
with this Despatch a Parliamentary Paper* containing the Report to which I allude, 
together with many other documents which you will find of interest on the subject 
of emigration. 

I have, &c., 

His Excellency Governor Fitzgerald, (Signed) GREY. 

&c. &c. &c. 



* The same Paper in which this Dispatch is printed. 
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